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Administration discontinues enrichment
Mental
Wellness credit requirements for the Fall 2020 semester
Week to
help
students
adjust
during
pandemic
Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
From Aug. 31 to Sept. 4, Student Development and Counseling Services will host Mental
Wellness Week, which aims to
bring awareness to common
mental health challenges college students face, especially
during this unique semester.
A survey conducted in 2013 by
the Association for University and
College Counseling Center Directors found that “anxiety is the
top presenting concern among
college students (41.6 percent),
followed by depression (36.4
percent) and relationship problems (35.8 percent).” Now, with
the added stress of the COVID-19
pandemic, and all the other factors that it brings into students’
lives, awareness surrounding
mental wellness is crucial.
Tiffany Bartell, a full-time
counselor with Counseling Services, recommends that all students make time for self-care
and recognize that it is perfectly
normal and healthy to process
their emotions during this time.
She said it is a stressful period
for everybody, and no one
should feel ashamed for needing help.
“One thing to start off with
is just to be really kind to yourself,” Bartell said. “If something
See HEALTH on page 3

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-chief
Taylor Dean
News Editor
In a meeting this past Monday, Aug. 24, administration
made the decision to suspend
the enrichment credits requirement for students during the
Fall 2020 semester. The decision, which will eliminate both
cultural and worship credit requisites, was reached after the
President’s Cabinet held a discussion with Southern’s Faculty
Advisory Committee.
“We decided that it was inconsistent to require worship but
tell the faculty that they should
not be taking attendance in
classes,” Vice President of Student
Development
Dennis
Negron said. “We did not want
to put students in a position

where they felt like they had to
go to a meeting and compromise social distancing.”
According to Negron, all
scheduled programming, such
as Vespers, will still take place,
but attendance will now be voluntary.
Sophomore education major
Michelle Sandoval said that
since the announcement, she
feels a little more at ease as she
now has one less thing to worry
about. She said that it was the
right move by administration
as gathering for events like
Vespers and convocation could
make some people feel unsafe.
“I personally want to attend
some Vespers because they
are one of the first things that
made me feel comfortable the
first time I came to Southern,”
Sandoval said.

McKee Library changes book
checkout process, implements
new safety precautions

Shelves at the Mckee Library have been closed to avoid contamination. To check out a book, students must
place a request online, and library workers will pick it up for them. Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
With the arrival of students
on campus, McKee Library has
undergone major changes in
its day-to-day functions in order
to practice safe social distancing. Students and faculty are
expected to keep their masks on
at all times while in the library
and follow any safety protocols
set by the university, according
to Library Director Deyse Bravo.
The biggest change students
will encounter is the process of
checking out books, Bravo said.
To ensure student’s safety, the
book stacks have been closed
this semester. Students will now

have to request a book using the
library’s online catalog. Once a
book request is made, an email
will be sent to the student’s
Southern email address letting
him or her know when the item
is ready for pickup.
To return the books, students
can use the book drop-off box
outside of McKee or inside the
library at the Circulation Desk.
All books will be quarantined for
three days upon their return.
Periodicals can be checked
out at the periodical desk or on
Flipster, McKee’s online magazine stand. Through the library’s

website, students have access to
thousands of articles and thousands of streaming media titles.
Any periodicals checked out will
be quarantined for one day.
Yet, there are many materials
still available, and Bravo encourages students to use them.
“Take advantage of our plethora of resources,” Bravo said. “If
we don’t have something you
need, we will get it for you via an
interlibrary loan...We love helping students with their research.
That’s our job!”
In addition to changes to
See LIBRARY on page 2

Campus Ministries Experience Coordinator and theology
senior Bryan Arvelo said he is
not worried about discontinuing worship credits because
he feels Southern students are
very communal and have the
desire to spend quality time
with each other.

We decided that
it was inconsistent to require
worship but tell
the faculty that
they should not
be taking attendance in classes
“I've listened to a couple of voices from students and
there's pretty much a common

feeling of joy about the fact that
we don't have worship credit
anymore. And I actually understand it,” Arvelo said. “Vespers
attendance might go down a little bit, but I don't think that will
mean a Christ-centered campus
will disappear.”
Arvelo said while it won’t be
in the same capacity, he hopes
students will engage in smaller-scale spiritual opportunities
on campus.
“Fortunately, we still have
ministries like Life Groups and
several different other ministry opportunities throughout
the year that will keep students
involved and excited about continuing their spiritual walk,”
Arvelo said. “I think it's for the
best with this COVID situation.
See CREDITS on page 2

New campus-wide food
restrictions present
challenges for SA events
Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
Estefania Sanchez
Lead Reporter
This year, because of COVID19, food has been removed
from all Student Association
(SA) events.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Tennessee
Department of Health, there
are three safety precautions
that decrease the chances of
spreading the virus: wearing
masks properly, washing hands
frequently and maintaining
social distance. At large events
such as the recent Welcome
Back party, the annual Fall Festival and 423 Night Market, following these three guidelines
can become difficult, especially
when there is food involved.
“During meals, the mask
comes off and the social distance
rarely, if ever, gets maintained,”
Vice President of Student Development Dennis Negron said.
“Events bring a large number of
students together in places that
often make distancing difficult
or impossible.”
To replace the lack of food,
SA has discussed alternatives
such as restaurant gift cards to
hand out at events. Although a

temporary fix, Negron acknowledges this alternative is much
pricier than serving food.
Nadine Peteros, SA’s social
vice president, said attendance at this year’s events will
be affected because, “… food
brings everyone together.”

During meals
the mask comes
off and the social
distance rarely, if
ever, gets maintained. Events
bring a large
number of students together in
places that often
make distancing difficult or
impossible.
While Peteros acknowledges
low attendance is a possibility,
she says SA is working hard to
make events as engaging as
possible while following the
safety precautions.
In a recent poll on the Accent’s
See SA EVENTS on page 3
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continued from page 1
the checkout process, seating
capacity at McKee has been
cut by approximately 50 percent, Bravo said. Many chairs
throughout the library have
been removed to ensure safe
social distancing, and the hightop tables located on the second
floor now require a reservation
four hours ahead of time. Any
furniture that has been spaced
out is not to be moved. In the
process, the amount of available
study desks and computers have
also decreased.
These changes have greatly
impacted junior nursing major
Danielle Laurent. According to
Laurent, most of her studying is
done at the library, but now with
the decreased capacity and computer availability, she finds herself
spending less time at the library.
“I understand why these
changes are happening. It makes
sense for everyone’s safety, but
it’s a little off-putting,” Laurent
said. “But overall, I’m glad they
are concerned about our safety.”
Study rooms will remain open
this semester. Most study rooms
allow two people and larger ones
allow four. To secure a room, reservations must be made eight
hours in advance, and students
are expected to clean up after
themselves before leaving. Additionally, study rooms will be sanitized after each reservation.

Many chairs
throughout the
library have
been removed
to ensure safe
social distancing,
and the high-top
tables located on
the second floor
now require a
reservation four
hours ahead of
time.
Junior nursing major Camila
Oleaurre is a student worker at
the McKee Library who needed
to adapt to all the new rules.
Despite these shifts, she feels
the changes were important to
make.
“These changes are necessary and can hopefully make
both the students and workers feel safe,” Oleaurre said.
“I do think these are positive
changes that can hopefully
reduce the transmission of the
virus on our campus.”
Follow Mckee Library on Instagram @MckeeLibrary to stay
up to date about additional
changes.

Corrections and
Clarification
The Southern Accent takes
complaints about inaccuracy seriously. To fix errors or misinformation, we will publish, with some
limited exceptions, corrections or
clarifications. To report mistakes,
email us at accent@southern.edu
or reach us through our social
media accounts.

Southern students get accustomed to
health assessment checkpoints
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
According to Southern’s website, as of Aug. 31, there are currently five active and two resolved
COVID-19 cases. The active cases
consist of one employee and four
students.
With the new school year and
in-person classes, Southern has
set new protocols and procedures that need to be followed.
These include filling out a health
assessment, getting one's temperature checked at a health
screen station and receiving a
colored-coded bracelet that must
be worn daily in order to enter
buildings on campus. These protocols are required for current
students, employees and guests.
The options for screening
include either drive-thru or
walk-up stations, along with students-only locations, which are
located in each dorm. The health
screeners, who are current
students, work different shifts

CREDITS

continued from page 1
And this decision will just keep
students safe.”
Earlier in the summer, it was
announced that the number
of enrichment credit requirements would be lowered, but
safety concerns have now made
administration reevaluate and
ultimately change its decision.
“We're making this decision primarily because it was
brought to our attention that
we were not putting students’
safety first,” Negron said. “When
we realized that, we decided to
change our minds.”
Negron said no decision has
taken place regarding enrichment credits for the Winter
2021 semester.
Vice President for Spiritual Life Joseph Khabbaz said
despite the discontinuation of
worship credits, the Campus
Ministries team will continue
to provide opportunities where
speakers can come and talk
with students about issues that
young people face and encourage them in their spiritual
walks. He said that although
the credits will not be there, he
believes the Holy Spirit is still
present and will touch people’s
lives and finds it important for
students to know that spirituality will still remain a key part of
campus life.
“I believe that we have a campus that is very spiritual and
seeks to pursue Jesus even with
no credit,” Khabbaz said. “...Just
because the credit is not there,
it does not mean the significance of spirituality for our lives
is any less.”

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

between 6:15 a.m and 6:30 p.m.
Senior biology major Elise
Watts has been working as a
health screener since the summer. According to Watts, it is hard
for some people to remember or
even know that they have to take
a survey before screeners can
take their temperatures.
"There are some people who
still don’t do the survey and will
come through,” Watts said. She
also explained how she’s run
into circumstances where guests
refuse to take the survey, mainly
contractors. “I learn[ed] how to
play the situation, especially with
people who have been disgruntled. They can be a little belligerent at times, but for the most
part, everybody has been great.”
However, it can also be hard
for some students to remember
to get their temperatures taken.
“Usually everybody knows, but
it's like two or three [people] who

On Thursday, Aug. 27, Director
of Food Services Teddy Kyriakidis
sent an email announcing that
the Dining Hall will be returning
to self-service next week. Along
with the change, the Dining Hall
will be transitioning to an AeroGlove system where customers
can quickly glove one of their
hands to prevent unsanitary contact with shared serving utensils.
“We
have
heard
you,”
Kyriakidis wrote in the email.
“While pre-boxed meals work for
some people, many of you have
shared with us your preference
for being able to choose different items and amounts while
still enjoying variety.”
In a previous article written by
the Accent for the July 30 issue,
it was reported that self-service
would be discontinued, which
would result in fewer meal
options. According to the article,
more grab-n-go choices would
be made available, but meals
would still be charged by weight.
While the email did not mention any changes in charging
by weight, it was stated that
pre-packaged and grab-n-go
options would remain available for those who may not feel

Managing Editor
Qualyn Robinson

Religion Editor
Sarah Klingbeil

Collegedale News Editor
Bailey DuBose

Quarantine - “a person is
separating away from others
because medical personnel
have determined there is a
possibility that the individual is
infected.”
Isolation - “A person is separating away from others
because they have tested positive for COVID-19.”

Taylor Dean
News Editor

Opinion Editor
Paula Macena

For all advertising
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Resolved cases - “individuals who had tested positive
after the beginning of Fall
2020 semester and have since
recovered and been medically
cleared.”

Students enjoy pre-packaged meals from the cafeteria. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Editor-in-Chief
Paola Mora Zepeda

News Editor
Taylor Dean

To clarity and accurate information, Southern explained
different terminology related
to Covid-19. The main terms are
separated into four categories
and defined as:
Active cases - are “individuals who have tested positive for
COVID-19 and are now in isolation.”

Dining Hall returns to self-service
after first week of classes conclude

Lifestyle Editor
Elise Deschamps

For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu

forget,” said Jem Adalbai, a junior
pre-nutrition and dietetics major
and current health assessor.
Students, however, expressed
different opinions about screenings.
“I think it is a good safety precaution,” said junior physical
therapy major Erin Belgrave. “It
may be a struggle to remember
some days, but I am okay with it.”
For students who have a hard
time remembering to get their
bands in the morning, health
screeners have been assigned to
work from 9:30 to 11:30 p.m in
both residential halls.
“I think the idea of it [is] good,”
said junior health science major
Tyra Castle. “But in reality I think
everyone just presses ‘no’ regardless if they have symptoms or
not. Unfortunately, I don’t think
it’s doing much besides temperatures, and we need to do more
than that.”

What do these
terms mean?

Sports Editor
Zach Roberts
Photo Editor
Xander Ordinola

comfortable returning to the
self-service options. Additionally, customers may ask a Food
Services employee to create a
boxed meal for them.
Political science and journalism senior Patrick Scriven said
although he feels the pre-packaged meals aren’t enough and
that there should be two portion
sizes available for each meal, the
distribution has been efficient.
“I’m not too worried about
meals being charged by weight
because I usually end up paying more anyway, but I definitely think it’s unfair to those
who don't eat a lot in the cafe,”
Scriven said. “That’s why I think
they should give us two portion
sizes to choose from.”
In the email, Kyriakidis listed
safety steps that students
should be mindful of when visiting the Dining Hall, such as sanitizing hands before entering the
serving area and refraining from
touching anything other than
trays and serving utensils.
“We care about you and want
to give you the best dining
experience possible while also
keeping everyone on campus
healthy and safe,” Kyriakidis

Copy Editors
Megan Yoshioka
Christina Coston
Layout Designers
Nick Nieves
Allison Bradley
Web Manager
Timothy Morgan
Circulation Manager
Sam Oliveira

wrote. “Your comments and
suggestions will continue to be
welcomed.”

Safety guidlines
to follow while in
the dining hall
• Wear a mask. (You can
remove the mask while you’re
eating at a table, but immediately replace your mask over
your nose and mouth when you
are done.)
• Sanitize both of your hands
before you enter the serving
area.
• Pick up a tray.
• Insert your serving hand
into an AeroGlove and serve
yourself.
• Do not touch anything with
your gloved hand other than
serving utensils.
• Do not touch anything with
your non-gloved hand except
for your tray.
• Do not taste or eat anything
in the serving area.
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Estefania Sanchez
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continued from page 1
feels hard, it doesn't mean
you're doing anything wrong. It
has been kind of a challenging
year.”
Events for Mental Wellness
Week will be held all across
campus with promotional material and flyers directing students. The week will start with
morning meditations in Talge
Hall Chapel everyday at 7:30
a.m., with one coping skill introduced for each day. Booths will
be located in the Student Center
from 10:30 a.m. through 3 p.m.,
and each day will promote a different aspect of wellness that
affects a person’s overall mental
well-being.
The different focuses will be
physical, emotional, cognitive,
social and spiritual health.
“The resources that we're featuring in the Student Center are
all free and included in your tuition,” Bartell said. “We want the
students to have an awareness
of the support system that's
here. No student at Southern
should have to do anything
hard or painful alone.”
Dorm worship will be held in
Thatcher Chapel each evening
at 8 p.m., and will feature a one-

on-one talk about mental health
with Bartell and a student chaplain. On Thursday, Critical Conversations will be held at 11a.m.
in Thatcher Chapel. It will be
hosted as a panel-style presentation with students able to ask
quesions via technology. Critical Conversations will be moderated by Sheryl Kambuni, the
Student Association president,
and will be available on Zoom.

We want the
students to have
an awareness of
the support system that's here.
No student at
Southern should
have to do anything hard or
painful alone.
As it is still important to maintain social distancing, many
events also will be virtually
accessible. The booths will be
available for virtual tours, and
students will be able to assess
their mental wellbeing using
the Wellness Wheel on the

Counseling Center's website.
The week will also include
daily giveaways at the booths,
with the final one being a pair
of AirPods that students can
win Friday after participating
online. The competition can be
entered by submitting a question in a box, and the collected
questions will be answered in
an Instagram video the next
day. More information will be
posted throughout the week on
SAU Counseling’s Instagram, @
saucounseling.
Bartell
emphasized
how
important it is that students
don’t feel intimidated or
ashamed if they need to reach
out for support. “If you land
on campus and you're having
a difficult time, ask somebody.
There's support and there's help
for whatever you're facing. We
have it here.”
For more information regarding counseling or other mental
health concerns, call Counseling Services at 423-236-2782.

Madi Reinschmidt receives a Crumbles Cookies voucher at this Saturday's
night SA Welcome Back Party. Since it is no longer allowed to distribute
food at campus events, SA decided to give away the cookies as gift cards.
Photo by Estefania Sanchez

SA EVENTS

continued from page 1
Instagram account, students
were asked if they would still
attend school events if there
was no food being served. Of
the 311 respondents, 146 students said "yes" and 165 students said "no."
Senior accounting major Sissel Soderblom said she would
still attend the event for the
social aspect.
“I go to events mainly to hang
out with friends, so this change
won’t affect my attendance at

all,” Soderblom said.
On the contrary, students
such as senior biology major
Tais Bautista said that even if
food was being distributed at
events, she wouldn’t go because
germ transmission is much
more likely to happen.
SA has no plans to cancel
any events at this time, as long
as students follow the rules
and guidelines that are being
enforced by the school.

'It takes a village': Letter from Sheryl Kambuni, SA President
“Do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be dismayed, for I am
your God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.”
(Isaiah 41:10)

Sheryl Kambuni. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Sheryl Kambuni
Contributor
When I first ran for SA President, I never imagined, even in
my wildest dreams, that a pandemic would drastically change
the upcoming school year. I
had no idea what was coming

or what I had just signed up to
do. My illusion of a predictable
school year was quickly replaced
with a brutal realization that this
pandemic wasn’t something we
would get over in a month. It
was and is a current reality.

Every one of us has been
affected by this pandemic in
some way. Plans have been canceled. A cloud of fear now hangs
over us. We fear because we
cannot control what is happening. God tells us in the Bible,

experience here. We are working to modify social events to
ensure that you have fun and
stay connected even at a time
when you have to be physically
distant. We are focusing on a
holistic approach to your mental
wellness that ensures that you
While SA has
not only grow in your academic
always needed life, but that you can thrive in
your social, spiritual, emotional
your support,
physical life as well.
we need it now and
While SA has always needed
more than ever. your support, we need it now
Our entire com- more than ever. Our entire community must remember to folmunity must
low health and safety protocols
remember to
in order to have a successful
follow health
school year. It is a call to step up
and safety proto- and do your part in keeping the
you care about safe.
cols in order to people
As you go through this semeshave a successful ter, always remember that your
Student Association has your
school year.
best interests at heart. And if
This year, we - as your Student you are ever at the Student CenAssociation (SA) - are working ter, feel free to stop by!
hard to ensure that you have
an amazing school year - even
Yours truly,
in the midst of a pandemic. We
Sheryl Kambuni
have dedicated ourselves to
being innovative and flexible
in order to help maximize your

Always committed to serving you: Letter from the Editor
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief

To say that this semester is
different from previous years is
an understatement. We are living in a time of change. We are
faced with a global pandemic,
civil unrest, political tensions
and hundreds of unanswered
questions. It’s hard to say what
the next few months will look
like.
But as the year continues to
unfold, the Southern Accent is
committed to keeping students
informed. Journalism is more
crucial now than ever. We consider it our responsibility to be
a bridge of communication and
information for every person on
campus.
As you flip through the
pages of this first issue, you’ll
notice that we’ve made a few
adjustments. First of all, we’ve
added a new section called Collegedale News. Right n ow, the
city of Collegedale is practically
a news desert—a community
where news coverage is sparse
and sometimes nonexistent. As
journalists, we want to address
this issue. Though we under-

stand that we are unequipped
to cover every story, we are
devoted to reporting on what
we can, including the city’s
upcoming elections.
This year we are also adding a
“Corrections and Clarifications”
space, found on page 2 of the
newspaper. Though we try our
best to accurately and thoroughly report each story that
we cover, there are times that
mistakes happen. At the Accent,
we take this seriously and
want to address these errors.
Any corrections from previous
issues will be published in this
space. We want to encourage
our readers to reach out to us if
they spot an inaccuracy.
Furthermore, due to COVID19, distribution of the newspaper around campus this semester is being limited to the first
floor of Brock Hall, the first floor
of Wright Hall and the Student
Center. If you’d like to receive
a copy of the newspaper delivered to your dorm mailbox,
please fill out the application
found in our Instagram’s bio (@
sauaccent). You can also sign up

More than 30
people work
together in various roles to
make this weekly
paper possible,
and we are all
aware of the
huge responsibility that lies on
our shoulders.
We promise to
never take our
jobs lightly.
to receive a weekly electronic
copy of the paper sent to your
Southern email.
Finally, we are excited to
announce that we’ve launched
a new website this year. You can
find it at www.southern-accent.
org. Our goal is to increase our
online presence with the timely
coverage of breaking news. In
addition, we are working to
transfer articles from previous

Paola Mora Zepeda. Photo by Autumn Dunzweiler.

volumes to the new site. We do
not want to lose this small but
significant coverage of Southern’s history.
The year holds many unanswered questions, but the
Accent team promises to be a
reliable source. Our staff consists of more than 30 people

working together to make this
weekly paper possible, and
we are all aware of the huge
responsibility that lies on our
shoulders. We promise to never
take our jobs lightly.
In the meantime, we present
to you the 76th volume of the
Southern Accent. Enjoy!
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NITE FEST

Andrew Hansbury waves to the camera as he walks across the LED entrance tunnel.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Exit for the Nite Fest party, decorated with LED lights.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Bryan Arvelo and Casey Goldring pose in front of the LED cubes decoration.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Brianna Perdomo gets her Nite Fest gift mask from Josh Esten.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Byron Montenegro, Edwin Kumendong and Issac Abraham pose with their DuckSquad shirts.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Nite Fest decoration that welcomed students to the party.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

SA WELCOME
BACK PARTY
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Major improvement project on Apison
Pike moves forward
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Apison Pike is entering its first
phase of construction as part of
a road improvement project led
by the Tennessee Department
of Transportation (TDOT).
A $93 million dollar contract
was awarded to the Wright
Brothers Construction Company
in December 2019, allowing construction to begin back in March.
The project is taking place along
Apison Pike, from Ooltewah
Ringgold Road to East Layton
Lane in Hamilton County.
According to the TDOT website, once work on the 3.4-milelong project is completed, the
roadway will have five lanes
with curbs and gutters, sidewalks, bike lanes and greenway
connections. Five new bridges
and 10 retaining walls will be
added to minimize traffic during
a train crossing.
Due to the significant size of
this project, the proposed improvements have been separated into three phases. Construction on Apison Pike is currently
in Phase I as the Wright Brother
Construction Company work
began back in March, according
to the TDOT website.
“The contractor has made a
lot of progress since March,”
said TDOT Regional Communications Officer Jennifer Flynn
in an interview with the Accent.
“Clearing and grubbing to make
room for a new road has taken

place from Tucker Road to Merc
Lane and is now underway from
Tucker Road back to OoltewahRinggold Road.”
Substructure work for many
of the new bridges is also underway. One of the main benefits that Southern Adventist
University students and faculty
members will see from this project is a large bridge that will be
built over the railroad tracks at
the intersection of Apison Pike,
McKee Road and Tucker Road.
With the new bridge installed,
drivers will no longer have to
wait for trains to pass to get
over the railroad track.
During the groundbreaking
ceremony for this project back
in March, TDOT Commissioner
Clay Bright said, “Once complete, this project will improve
accessibility for local and re-

gional traffic and enhance safety in the area. Having a large
bridge over the railroad tracks
will eliminate the necessity for
traffic to use the at-grade crossing, thereby making travel times
much more predictable.”
This project is funded through
the state’s IMPROVE Act (Improving Manufacturing, Public
Roads, and Opportunities for a
Vibrant Economy).
Along with the current improvements, there is a future
project in development that will
widen a 0.9-mile section of Apison Pike to three lanes from Layton Lane to East Brainerd Road.
The completion date for this
entire project is set for June
2025. TDOT will communicate
any further construction updates on their website.

Construction on Apison Pike across from the train tracks by Southern.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Current Hamilton County mask
mandate to end on September 8,
Collegedale city to follow
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
A health directive requiring
masks/face coverings was issued for Hamilton County on
July 10 and is set to remain in
effect until Sept. 8. The city of
Collegedale, which is under
Hamilton County’s jurisdiction,
is set to follow Hamilton County Health Department’s mask
recommendation.
According to an email sent
by Hamilton County Health Department Administrator Becky
Barnes, all of Hamilton County
is under the mask mandate and
no decision has been made at
this time about extending the
mask directive. As reported on
the Hamilton County Health Department’s website, there are
currently a total of 7,947 confirmed/probable COVID-19 cases and 75 deaths as of Aug. 31.
“It is important that people
wear the mask properly to be
effective, that is, completely
covering the mouth and nose
and fitting snugly against the
sides of the face,” Barnes wrote
in the email.
Due to HIPPA (Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act) rules, the Hamilton County Health Department does not
notify Collegedale when there
are positive cases of COVID-19
in city limits, according to Collegedale Mayor Katie Lamb.

According to an email from
Lamb, Collegedale will follow
the health department’s recommendation.
Additionally,
she said Collegedale has taken various precautions due to
the pandemic, such as limiting
numbers of individuals allowed
in courtrooms at any one time
and placing recordings of city
commission meetings online so
Collegedale residents can keep
up with what is happening in
the city.

These precautions
will remain in effect
until it is no longer
required by the Hamilton County Health
Department
“These precautions will remain in effect until it is no longer required by the Hamilton
County Health Department,”
Lamb wrote. “If the County Mayor lifts the mandate for Hamilton County, then most likely
Collegedale would follow suit.”

SPORTS
Sports world navigates a standstill, restart, COVID-19
and racial injustice
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The Standstill
On March 11, NBA commissioner Adam Silver moved to
shut down the NBA season indefinitely after Utah Jazz center
Rudy Gobert tested positive for
COVID-19. Shortly after, professional hockey and baseball,
which hadn’t begun their regular season yet, halted their
operations as well. Sports everywhere stopped. This was
unprecedented._Sometimes_a
sport will be delayed in its start
due to a strike or a holdout on
the players part. However, in
those cases, the rest of the sports
world imperviously moved forward. But not this time.
In the midst of the COVID-19
pandemic, when colleges were
sending kids home, sports
leagues found that they were
not immune to what was happening in our world.
The pandemic raged on
through the spring and into the
summer. COVID-19 cases continued to rise, and sports still hadn’t
figured out a way to effectively
and safely resume activities.

In the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic,
when colleges were
just sending kids
home, sports leagues
found that they were
not immune to what
was happening in our
world. A telling sign,
sports shutting the
doors symbolized the
state of the world we
were living in.
The Restart
Adam Silver and the NBA
board of governors came up
with an idea—they’d take all the
teams in the playoffs or close
and put them in a ‘bubble’. All
games would be played at the
ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando and the players
would remain right there until
the end of the season.
Baseball adopted a similar
strategy. Shortened to a 60game season, the schedule was
re-made to limit teams traveling across the United States.

They began to play with many
COVID-19 protocols and of
course, no fans in attendance.
Games began July 23, and as
soon as July 27, the Miami Marlins experienced an outbreak of
20 cases, resulting in the postponement of games. Throughout the season, there have been
many small outbreaks and postponements. The Los Angeles
Dodgers have played 35 games,
the most of any team in the
league. The St. Louis Cardinals
have only played 24, and the
Philadelphia Phillies and Miami
Marlins have played 28.
The Fight
Just a month prior to the restart, George Floyd, a name
you’ve undoubtedly heard by
now, died in police custody.
Floyd’s death sparked nationwide protests that even spread
globally. Baseball and basketball followed suit. The NBA
voted to allow players to wear
custom words, such as “Equality” or “Freedom” or “Black Lives
Matter” on the back of their jerseys. Baseball etched the initials

“BLM” into some of their pitching mounds and the Boston Red
Sox unveiled a massive “Black
Lives Matter” billboard in right
field. Players routinely wear
shirts with the same phrase before games.

Sports have often
been seen as an escape from reality and
many have decried
the “political involvement” of sports today.
However, sports can’t
be an escape from
reality when reality
becomes too much to
ignore.

players, coaches and owners
have formed a “justice coalition”
dedicated to taking concrete
steps towards fighting racism.
Sports, often a reflection of
the state of our world, are directly mirroring what is going
on today. There are no fans in
attendance due to safety concerns over COVID-19. There
are protests going on directly
involving leagues, teams and
players. Sports have often been
seen as an escape from reality
and many have decried the “political involvement” of sports today. However, sports can’t be an
escape from reality when reality
becomes too much to ignore.

After Jacob Blake’s shooting,
an incident also heard around
the world, NBA players voted to
postpone games in protest. Several MLB teams followed suit.
Shortly after on Jackie Robinson
Day for baseball, many teams
took to the field, observed a
42-second moment of silence
and then walked off and postponed their games. Several NBA

Frank Vogel, Anthony Davis, Lebron James and Kentavious Caldwell-Pope kneeling during the National Anthem in support of the Black Lives Matter movement
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OPINION
Are masks a necessity? Students express diverse opinions
Paula Macena
Opinion Editor
Ever since COVID-19 broke
out in the United States, masks
have been a highly debated
topic, specifically in the political world. At Southern Adventist University, students are
required to wear masks at all
times when indoors, whether
it be in their dorm halls or in
their classrooms.
I recently conducted a small
survey about masks on my Instagram story. I received answers from about thirty students. My question to them
was, “Are masks a necessity?”
The overwhelming majority replied “yes”.
“The mask keeps other people safe,” said Lorne Owens, a
sophomore history major living
on campus this semester. “It’s to
stop the spread of the coronavirus, which can kill.”
Students who replied yes in
my survey expressed major
concerns for their safety on
campus. Since most dorm residents have come from out of
state, many are worried about
the school shutting down early and students being forced
to move all the way back
to their home states again.
When asked why they believe
masks are a necessity, junior
public relations major Elise
Deschamps said, “Because I
don’t want to go home.” That
seemed to be the sentiment
amongst most students.
Of course, there were also
some responses that differed
from that of those who agreed
with masks.
“They’re not going to prevent

the spread and they’re annoying,
but they’re better than nothing,”
said Lila Odhiambo, a sophomore
mass communication major.
“If the CDC recommends
something, we should probably
do it,” said Patrick McGraw, a junior english major.
In contrast to this, out of the
30 people surveyed, only two
answered “no” in response to
my question.

“It’s good to wear them, but
necessity is a strong word,” said
freshman mathematics major
Sarah Kate Durichek.
However, there were also different perspectives on the topic.
I asked sophomore marketing
major Allison Bradley why she
holds that opinion.
“I think it encourages a police state mentality...turning
friends on friends to keep the

law,” Bradley said. “Although in
theory it’s a good idea, not everyone is going to follow. If people washed their hands and ate
healthy, COVID would go away
quicker. The CDC originally said
masks didn’t do anything, but
since COVID has been such a
hot topic politically, they have
retracted. In short, I believe
masks are the thing we should
be concerned about least.”

Because COVID-19 has become so highly politicized, this
topic has spread nationwide. As
commonly seen online, it’s such
a heated debate that it has even
damaged friendships. Everyone
is struggling to adjust to our
new reality, and it’s proving to
be more difficult than some of
us had expected.

This argument and
those involved are
on the forefront of
debates nowadays,
but, from what it
looks like to me, it
seems that there’ll be
no compromising on
this subject as both
parties stand firm in
their opinions.
Nevertheless, Southern continues with its mask policy despite some student complaints.
For now, it seems masks will
continue to be treated as a necessity as an attempt to keep
the campus and those around
us safe. All we can do is our own
part, and wait to see what will
happen next.

RELIGION
The fear conquerer: Overcoming anxiety in uncertain times
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
I wish I could see you right
now. But I can imagine: are you
straightening out a giant newspaper as you glance at my section on the last page? Or were
you scrolling through the website before you clicked my article? I wonder.
Maybe, you’re a brand new
Southern student reading your
first issue of the Accent. Perhaps you’re a transfer student
wondering how this new campus can become your home. It
may be that you’re a returning
student speculating how the
COVID-19 regulations will affect
this school year.
Still, there is one thing that I
know for certain about you. It’s
one thing we both have in common: fear. I can guarantee that

everyone is either experiencing
fear right now or has grappled
with it in the past. The adrenaline rush and sleepless nights
fear creates is something embedded in our DNA.
So, how did it all begin? Let’s go
back to the origin of the world.
It started in the Garden of
Eden when the taste of the forbidden fruit suddenly turned
sour in Adam’s and Eve’s mouths
as they heard the footsteps of
God walking on the soft grass.
Instead of running to meet
God, they hid in the bushes with
scratchy fig leaves to cover their
guilty consciences and distrust
of God’s providence. When God
asked them why they were running away, Adam answered, “I
heard Your voice in the garden,

and I was afraid because I was
naked; and I hid myself.” (Gen.
3:10 NKJV)
You’ve probably heard this
story since the time you were
in kindergarten. It’s the saga
of how sin originated in the
world. But only recently did I
realize that it’s also the moment
when fear was created. Like a
virus, fear has plagued humanity since then and mutated into
countless different forms. At its
core, fear was caused through
separation from God.
The good news is that God
doesn’t leave Adam and Eve
in their fear. In fact, this story
can be viewed as a mini metaphor of the plan of salvation.
God comes down to humanity.
He calls out their names and

covers them with clothes made
from skins. He points Adam and
Eve to the future when Christ’s
death would cover their sinful
hearts and break the wall of
separation between God and
their offspring.

“These things I have
spoken to you, that
in Me you may have
peace. In the world
you will have tribulation; but be of good
cheer, I have overcome the world” ( John
16:33).
You might have heard that
perfect love casts away fear (1
John 4:18), but take that logic
one step further. If God is the

definition of love (1 John 4:8),
then He is the very definition of
being fearless. So, as we step
into a new school year in the
middle of all the unknowns,
I want to leave you with this
beautiful promise from the Fear
Conqueror:
“These things I have spoken
to you, that in Me you may
have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, I have overcome
the world” (John 16:33).

For more related news visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
What I wish someone told me my freshman year at
Southern
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
If you are like most incoming freshmen, the transition to “college life” can be a stressful, chaotic process. Between meeting new types of people, being fully accountable for your classes, juggling assignments and figuring out your finances, it is almost certain to feel overwhelmed. However, you are not alone! As freshmen, most of your
peers are most likely experiencing the same anxieties and worries that you are. It takes time and diligence to push yourself beyond the discomforts of your first year of
college. But, the mental, physical and spiritual adjustments you make will lead to the inevitable growth that being a college student brings.

If I could tell the freshman
version of myself 3 things, I
would say:
1. It’s okay—and completely
normal—to not know if your
major is for you. You still have
time to figure it out.

Here is what other
students wish they knew
their freshman year:

“Don’t waste your first six weeks of college hiding in your room.
New experiences await you!”
Lexi Dornburg, Sophomore, Nursing

“Don’t worry so much about what other people
think. Half the time they feel the same way”

2. It is possible to embrace
your personality. Put yourself out there and be open to
change without compromising
who you truly are. It might not
be easy, but it is possible.

“Get involved, don’t be afraid of other’s
opinions and make an effort to get to know
new people.”

Emily Carvajal, Junior, Psychology

Madison Reinschmidt, Sophomore, Mass
Communication-Writing/Editing

“Chill out—don’t work yourself too hard. You actually
can’t fill up every hour of your life with productivity.”
Reyna Adame, Junior, Biology-Research

3. Be intentional with yourself. Prioritize your sleep, diet
and mental health. If you take
care of yourself properly, everything else will be much
more bearable.

“It’s okay to change. You don’t have to fit into anyone
else’s box of expectations for your life.”
Kaitlyn Deaux, Sophomore, Social Work

“Stop caring what people will think of you
and just live your life.”
James Marshall, Junior, Health Science

“Meet as many people as possible, go outside of your comfort
zone and don’t rush into a relationship.”
Christina Robinson- May 2020 Alumna- B.S. in Public Relations

“Appreciate the opportunities that Southern gives you
and take full advantage! Push yourself!”
Sariah Smith, Senior, Fine-Arts Major

“Eat more plants.”
Emily Black - May 2020 Alumna- B.S.
in Health-Science

“Make friends with the people in your classes right
away (AT LEAST smile at them).”

“Go to class...”
David Pelote, Sophomore,
Physical Education

Nicole Sabot, Sophomore, Film and
French

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Dante Dornburg

Natalie Hutchins

Issac Abraham @theindianissac
I am so lost today, i had to buy breakfast twice cause I forgot
where I kept it.

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
y’all please we are asking for just 6 ft

Aubri Dancek @ubs_dancek
I’ve never been so excited to go to bed

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
whoever pulled out my clothes from the dryer while they were still
wet, this is war

dante__38 Child Detection Agency, Monsters Inc.

itsnatalie_h putting my best foot forward

#SAUlife

#SAUlife

Emily Dee

Paula Macena

Natasya Panjaitan @natasyapnjtn
forgetting to charge your airpods for a long day. pain.

Joel Guerra @j8war
It’s not easy to always be the hottest person on every zoom call

em_deeeee First week of Ethan’s freshmen year

Find Kevin!

#SAUlife

Tess Musselman

viva.paula i’m just trying to empty my camera
rolll at this point so anyways #SAUlife

Gavin Bedney

Knowing that students are still looking
to grab last-minute school supplies,
Kevin is offering a

$10 Target
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram
with a photo of where
Kevin is hiding in this
issue for a chance to win!
tessmusselwoman College round 2: Physical Therapist Assistant Program. #SAUlife

gbedavneiny1 Change of pace I guess #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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HUMOR
What the mask you wear says about you
Surgical masks

Mask with a smile on it

Masks that
match your
outfit
You’re afraid of commitment so you
choose to wear a disposable mask.
Though these are not reusable, you’ve
secretly worn the same mask more than
once. Please stop.

You’re someone who always tries to
see the glass as half full or you’re someone who is dying inside. There is no in
between. Either way, your mask is creepy.

You care about your style, but do not
care enough to wake up earlier and plan
your outfits. Though your mask matches
with everything, you’re dying from the
heat as you walk down the promenade.

We get it: You have money, and wearing branded clothes is your only personality trait.

Plain black mask

You want people to think you have
your life together when, really, you do
not. We appreciate the effort though.

Masks that matches
your outfit

Mask with a designer

You got so bored during quarantine
you actually thought making masks was
fun. Now whenever someone compliments your mask, you just have to chirp
in, “Thanks, I made it!”

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN BUSINESS
Business With a Biblical Perspective

Southern’s Master of Business
Administration degree helps you
acquire the skills you need to be
successful in today’s workforce—based
on the biblical principles of honesty,
integrity, and high ethical standards.
It’s convenient
All classes are online. Full- and part-time tracks are
available, and the MBA can be completed in as
little as one year. With careful planning, you can
complete a bachelor’s degree AND a master’s
degree in ﬁve years!

It’s affordable
Southern’s competitively priced program is a
valuable investment in your future
Prep for CPA Review.
Students with an MBA Accounting emphasis
may take the Wiley CPAexcel review courses
for six of their 12 elective hours.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

CHATTER
Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org

Today 2
73-91

Thursday 3
Friday 4
67-89

11:00 AM – Critical Conversations: Tiffany 71-91
Bartell, Zoom

7:30 p.m. – Vespers: Pastor David
Ferguson
8:02 p.m. – Sunset
8:45 p.m. – Afterglow

Saturday

Sunday 9
55-62

9:00 AM – Ocoee Rafting Trip

8

66-89
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Outdoor Family Sabbath School,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson, Student Park
10:30 a.m.– Collegiate Sabbath School, facebook.com/theexperiencecollegedale/
11:00 a.m. – Connect (if raining), Zoom
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream

Monday 10
11:30 a.m. – Service Expo Week
66-89
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success,
Presidential Banquet Room
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council

Tuesday 11
66-84

11:30 a.m. – Service Expo Week
12:00 p.m. - Southern Sophomore Success,
Presidential Banquet Room
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Hall Chapel

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|2

Janna Que

Monday |7

Tyler Bell

Michelle Torres

Ashley Boehner

Eden Mekonnen

Saturday |5

Samuel Silva

Ken Cautivar

Hannah Lewis

Adrianna Townsend

Alana Crosby

Fredy Martinez

Thursday |3

Kimberly Cuevas

Dayan Mejias

Marissa Bryson

Abigail Kim

Nathalie Phan

Loanette Chavez

Alex Krishingner

Stephanie Popa

Danica Domingo

Alyssia Rich

Brenna Sexson

Freddy Duran

Jesse Siregar

Karlie Waterstradt

Kiley Green

Annette Echevarria

Sunday |6

Charleah Grant

Jemarlynn Adalbai

Madden Baldwin

Darla Milholm

Gabe Ballesteros

Josh Esten

Alissa Tanguay

Julia Cho

Carrie James

Megan Willerson

Ashley Elliott

Serafina Park

Friday |4

Marco Estrada

Sammie Utz

Edvan Benitez

Mely Gonzalez

Gustavo Brasil de Souza Rahel Haley
Seamus Kilroy
Elena Iria
Joseph Lisboa
Chad Nash

Taylor Will

Tuesday |8
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reopens after months of
closure

September 9, 2020
Collegedale, Tennessee
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General education —
a necessity or a hassle?

Letting go to let God lead

How to bring your
Pinterest fashion
board to life
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Food
Student Finance announces new
Services
scholarship opportunity for students
releases
employed in high-need areas
meal
ordering
app,
announces
new
eatery
Qualyn Robinson
Managing Editor
On Monday, Aug. 31, Food Services Director Teddy Kyriakidis
updated students about new
changes at Food Services, including an online food ordering app
and an additional eatery.
One of the most significant
additions to Food Services this
semester is the CBORD GET
app. The new app allows students to order and pay for food
online with their meal plans or
credit cards. Through the app,
students can also look at transaction history for various food
venues on campus.
KR’s, located in the Student
Center, and the Kayak, located
in Hulsey Wellness Center, are
two locations where students
can try the new ordering option.
Kyriakidis said the Village Market
and the Dining Hall will feature
the same technology within the
next few weeks.
Students can order food
through the app and expect their
meals to be prepared and ready
upon arrival. This option allows
students to bypass crowds and
reduces the risk of exposure to
others, according to Kyriakidis.
See APP on page 2

Dayan Mejias moves boxes in the cafeteria, one of the high-need areas on campus. Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
On Aug. 25, Director of Student Finance Paula Walters sent
an email to students announcing
a work-match scholarship opportunity to help combat a shortage
of student employees within
Food Services and the Service
Department due to COVID-19.
“Our office is working with
these departments to prioritize a work-match scholarship
for students who accept jobs in
either of these high-need areas,”
Walters wrote in the email.
According to Vice President of
Enrollment Management Jason
Merryman, Food Services and
the Service Department have
historically received less interest for student jobs than other
departments on campus.
“Leadership from both of

these areas expressed the
need for more student labor,”
said Merryman, who sits on the
President’s Cabinet. “...These
are two critical areas that we
felt as administration needed
to be addressed.”
Due to the various unique
situations that COVID-19 created for Southern, developing the scholarship took a lot
of collaboration, according to
Merryman. He said employees
from Human Resources, Student Finance, Food Services and
the Service Department worked
with the President’s Cabinet to
find a solution.
“Because of the high need
and how students aren't as
inclined to want to work in
these areas, we thought we’d
go ahead and prioritize these

'United in Prayer': Students and
faculty come together to stand
against racial injustices

work scholarships for students
that actually accept these positions,” Merryman said.
According to Walters, the
scholarship is not just for new
hires. It extends to students
who previously worked in the
designated areas and are continuing to do so this year. Students already employed by Food
Services or the Service Department who want to apply for the
scholarship will need to notify
Student Finance and show
proof of employment. Additionally, students who apply for the
scholarship will be expected to
hold their jobs throughout the
fall semester.
“We are offering $500 to
any student who accepts the
job in one of those two areas
and holds it at least through

the fall semester with plans
to obviously hold it within the
winter semester, too,” Walters
said. “The point is to encourage people to either get a job
there or keep a job there if
they already have one.”
Although the scholarship
will appear on the student’s
financial statement, it will not
be applied until the end of the
semester, according to Walters.
While Southern has offered
work-match scholarships for
students in the past who have
worked at Adventist summer
camps, as well as for the Literature Evangelism Program, Merryman said a work scholarship
of this particular nature, and of
this level on campus, has not
See SCHOLARSHIP on page 2

ERC overcomes
COVID-19 limitations
with virtual events
Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter

Students and staff gather around the flagpole with heads bowed in united prayer. Photo by Ryan Pierce.

Alyssa Rivas
Contributor
“God, please help us to be
ambassadors that speak and
aid in ending racial inequalities
in America.”
The closing line of the prayer
was part of a new initiative
geared towards ending racial
injustices in society.
Every weekday, since the
start of the Fall 2020 semester,
a group has gathered at the
Taylor Circle flagpole to seek
God’s intervention.
The prayer occurs between
8:15 and 8:30 a.m. and has

Working hand-inhand with Guster,
Campus Ministries
is supporting the
initiative by co-facilitating three out
of the five mornings every week.
attracted a small group of faculty members and students.
Stephanie Guster, senior
advisor to the President on
diversity, serves as organizer

of the “United in Prayer” initiative. She chose to meet at the
flagpole because of the current
political climate.
“For many individuals, the
flag has become a divisive symbol in the conversation about
racism,” Guster said. “I felt the
Holy Spirit's impression to use
this spot as a new symbol on
our campus for uniting around
the need to pray for an end to
racism anywhere on our campus, in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, and in the United
See PRAYER on page 3

Though COVID-19 forced the
Evangelistic Resource Center
(ERC) to postpone its 2020 mission trips, students discovered
other ways to serve during the
spring and summer months.
In April, ERC sponsored Vespers over Zoom that attracted
between 20 and 30 students
each Friday night, according to
ERC’s World Missions Associate
Director Raul Rivero. From May
11 to 15, ERC organized a week
of prayer titled “Called.” About
40 Southern Adventist University students attended each
day on Zoom to watch student-led worships, participate
in raffles and pray.
According to Rivero, a parent of one of the attending
students was so impressed by
“Called” that he asked ERC to
conduct a similar program in
collaboration with the Marion
Oaks three-church district in the
Florida Conference. From June
15 to 19, 25 students shared
music, testimonies and inspirational messages via Facebook
Live with the Marion Oaks district, with more than 2,000 people viewing the program daily.

[Doing programs on Zoom]
made spiritual
programs very
interactive. We
could read people’s thoughts in
the comments
in real time, and
we could easily address our
comments back
to them.
“In July, our focus was on evangelism,” Rivero said. “Evangelism
is different because the sermons
are different. You make appeals
for people to be baptized.”
ERC held its first digital evangelistic series with the Southeastern Dominican Seventh-day
Adventist Conference. A sermon
series, titled “A New Beginning,”
was created specifically for the
event. Seven Southern students preached eight sermons
over Zoom and Facebook Live
See ERC on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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NEWS

COVID-19 complicates students’ return to campus
Estefania Sanchez
Lead Reporter
While Southern Adventist
University has been fortunate
to reopen its campus to students during the COVID-19
pandemic, some students were
unable to return.
For students such as Allison
Barnum and George Zaitsev,
personal circumstances and
travel regulations impacted
their decisions about where to
complete this term.
Barnum, a junior graphic
design major, is taking her
courses online from her home
in Michigan. Although she is

completing this semester virtually, she said she doesn’t think
it will be harder.
“I don’t think the semester will be more difficult than
usual,” Barnum said. “I understand that when studying
online, there are some complications and disadvantages that
arise. However, it's the same
amount of work whether online
or in person.”
Barnum said she misses several things on campus, including the creative atmosphere
that Brock Hall provided and

SCHOLARSHIP
continued from page 1

been done before.
“Again, this is kind of a unique
situation,” he said. “We just
decided to try to get creative
with this and try to help both
the students and help Southern
and see, ‘How do we help both
areas win?’”
In an Instagram poll conducted by the Accent, 160 students said they had not applied
for the scholarship, while 18
responded that they had. Additionally, 39 students said they
were employed by either Food
Services or the Service Department, while 170 said they were
not.
Senior nursing major Ammy
Silvestre, who is employed at
both the Dining Hall and the
Kayak, said she was surprised
to see that on top of getting a
salary she would now have the
opportunity to receive a scholarship.
“I haven’t started work yet,
but I imagine that there will be
a lot more to do since there’s
not enough people,” Silvestre
said. “I believe that for some
students, the cafeteria isn’t the
most appealing place to work.
But throughout my experience
for the past almost three years,
I can tell you that the people I
work with are basically the reason I’m still there even though I
have a crazy schedule.”
Junior elementary education
major Leticia Venegas, who
works as a food-prep employee
at KR’s Place, said while she
is already receiving a scholarship, she feels the opportunity
for other students to receive
a work-match scholarship has
alleviated a lot of financial
stresses that come with attending Southern.
“There have been quite a few
times when we have been low
on workers during a lunchtime
or dinner rush, making it very

Corrections and
Clarification
The Southern Accent takes
complaints about inaccuracy seriously. To fix errors or misinformation, we will publish, with some
limited exceptions, corrections or
clarifications. To report mistakes,
email us at accent@southern.edu
or reach us through our social
media accounts.

challenging to prep orders in a
timely manner,” Venegas said.
“I think Food Services is less
appealing to students because,
unlike a desk job where you
could do homework, you are
constantly on your feet and
working the entire shift.”

Because of
the high need
and how students aren't
as inclined to
want to work in
these areas, we
thought we’d go
ahead and prioritize these work
scholarships for
students that
actually accept
these positions.
According to Merryman, there
have been 10 job placements in
the s ervice area and 14 in the
cafeteria since late last week. He
said while there’s still room for
improvement, he believes there
has been a positive impact and
wants to encourage students to
apply and visit the Student Job
Board frequently because there
is still a need.
“We would like to encourage
those who still need jobs to help
with personal expenses or with
their school bills to certainly
apply,” Merryman said. “I would
also advise balance as well.
While working is important,
the priority, of course, is school
and...balancing that with developing their spiritual [ and social
lives].”

I’ve just been
waiting for a miracle. [I’m] still waiting, but currently
I’m not attending
Southern because
of the difficulties Corona has
caused.
Zaitsev, a senior piano performance major, was unable to

return to campus due to traveling complications.
“I’ve just been waiting for
a miracle,” he said. “[I’m] still
waiting, but currently I’m not
attending Southern because
of the difficulties corona has
caused.”
Zaitsev’s situation presents
unique complications. Because
he lives in Russia, he said the difference in time zones and inadequate communication from professors makes it more difficult to
keep up with school work.
“The_communication_with

professors is not [as] handy as
it used to be,” Zaitsev said. “I
have to wait for a response way
longer than before.”
Zaitsev said he is confident
he will return for the winter
semester. For now, he has
decided to remain positive
about the situation and looks
forward to returning to Southern.
“I miss campus life a lot,”
Zaitsev said. “[But] I miss my
friends the most.”

Adjunct professors featured in local
newspaper for their call against racism
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
Last week, two adjunct professors from the School of Religion
were featured in the Chattanooga Times Free Press for their
call to action against racism. The
event took place at Miller Park
in downtown Chattanooga, and
it was aimed at church leaders
and members to address racism
within the church.
Adjunct
professors
Troy
Brand and Nicole Parker are
the writers behind the LEAD
pledge, which stands for Listen,
Embrace, Advocate and Dream.
The professors wrote the
pledge as a way to encourage
healthy conversations among
Christians in recognition of racism as a present issue in church.
Although the pledge was
written by two members of the
Adventist church, it is meant
for Christians of all denominations and backgrounds, according to Parker.

I think the protesting and the
fact that we are
creating a pledge
is a testimony
that we’ve failed
as Christians. If
we were perfect
Christians, we
wouldn’t have an
issue with
diversity.
“I think the protesting and
the fact that we are creating
a pledge is a testimony that
we’ve failed as Christians,” she
said in an interview with the
Accent. “If we were perfect
Christians, we wouldn’t have
an issue with diversity.”
During the last few weeks,

Parker worked with her children to write the pledge after
the children insisted they
attend a Black Lives Matter protest downtown.
“We wanted to do something
that would take the spotlight off
of whether you can say Black
Lives Matter or not, because I
think that’s starting to become a
distraction from the reality that
black lives are precious to God
and should be precious to us,”
Parker said.
Organizers of the LEAD initiative are currently working on a
40-day challenge on how to apply
the LEAD pledge to daily life.
To learn more about LEAD
or sign the pledge, visit LEADPledge.org.

Nicole Parker's children helped write the LEAD pledge. Photo courtesy of Nicole Parker.

APP

continued from page 3
Kyriakidis also announced a
future eatery location, SA Outdoor Kitchen. This additional
eatery will be located on the
promenade and feature limited
grab-n-go options for students
as they head to class.
Along with the new eatery,
the Dining Hall is including an
express lane where students
can only purchase prepack-

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

working as a layout designer
for the Accent.

aged food. Kyriakidis hopes
such changes will offer more
options and adjustability for
this unique semester.
With all of the new modifications made by Food Services,
many students have been vocal
regarding how they feel about
the updates. After some students voiced their disapproval of
pre-boxed meals, the Dining Hall
returned to self-service using
the AeroGlove system to create
safer serving options.
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Senior elementary education
major Giselle Velasquez is overwhelmed by the many modifications happening this semester.
However, she is more than willing to acclimate to the changes
if it means creating a safer environment on campus.
“Since we are living in the
midst of a pandemic, this is going
to be an experimental semester
for most colleges,” Velasquez
said. “Many modifications and
changes are likely to be made.

Copy Editors
Megan Yoshioka
Christina Coston
Layout Designers
Nick Nieves
Allison Bradley
Web Manager
Timothy Morgan
Circulation Manager
Sam Oliveira

It’s expected. I hope that students will continue to work with
administration in order to make
this campus a safer place.”
Kyriakidis notes that while all
of these changes are planned
to occur during the next few
weeks, some arrangements are
still pending. Students should
regularly check their emails for
additional changes to come.
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'... Just a minor annoyance':
Student shares personal
quarantine experience

Aaron Mumu. Photo courtesy of Aaron Mumu.

Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
Aaron Mumu, a junior English
major, set foot on campus on
Friday Aug. 21, 2020. But, to
his dismay, he was showing
COVID-19 symptoms.
Mumu had to be quarantined for six days. His symptoms cleared up by Monday,
with him testing negative for
COVID-19, and he was released
by Wednesday, Aug. 26. The
Southern Accent was able to
interview Mumu who shared
his quarantine experience.
Questions have been edited for
length and clarity.
Q: Were you excited to
return to school this year,
prior to getting sick?
A: I was excited! But cautiously excited. I was looking
forward to seeing my friends
again, but was definitely nervous about whether the safety
measures would work. Or more
specifically, if other students
were willing to follow the safety
procedures. And that’s why I
think [I] was willing to share my
experience during quarantine.
I don’t want quarantine to be
something we dread to go into,
but just a minor annoyance.
Q: Where were you quarantined?
A: I was in the lower basement hall [in Talge]. Like, the
ground level. I had a window.
So, I put on my story, [Instagram], "Please visit me right
outside my window." So once
classes started, I could see
everyone_walk_around_with
their freedom [and I was] just
like, "Wow, must be nice!"
Q: What was provided for
you while you were in quarantine?
A: It was separated into two
time frames: the first three
days before classes started,
and then there was after
classes started. When I first
got into quarantine, I felt like

PRAYER

continued from page 1
States of America.”
Working hand-in-hand with
Guster, Campus Ministries is
supporting the initiative by
co-facilitating three out of the
five mornings every week.
Campus Ministries’ theme this
year is “United.” The focus,
based on John 17, is a call to
love one another.
Chemistry
senior
Mason
Clark, who attended the very
first prayer meeting, said those
who participated had a genu-

they did a pretty good job of
taking care of me, making sure
I had everything I needed. If
I needed something, I would
text them or call someone and
they’d get it.
But then, I gave them my
laundry, and I would wait until 8
p.m., and I didn’t have my bedsheets or my towels. So I’m like,
“Well, this is a problem.” Then
I email someone, “Hey, please
send me bedsheets." After correspondence, they finally gave
me my bedsheets, but I opened
it up [and] I didn’t have my pillowcase at all. So I didn’t sleep
with a pillow that night. I didn’t
tell them I needed a pillowcase
until the next day because I
kind of felt bad for pestering
them so much that day.

I gained a new
appreciation for
things I could
do outside of
quarantine like
choosing my own
food and going
on quiet walks.

Q: How did the food options
work?
A: The food delivery service
is kind of weird. In quarantine,
I think the biggest thing isn’t
necessarily the way that they
do it. It’s just that I don’t feel
like they communicated very
well. At least when I went into
quarantine, we weren’t completely sure how to order food,
or at least they didn’t explain it
to me well.
I was one of the first few
people [to go into quarantine]. I think that was the biggest reason why I had such a

ine desire to improve interracial
relations on Southern’s campus.
“I’d love to see that circle
grow so big that cars can’t
even make it through Taylor
Circle in the morning because
of the crowd,” Clark said. “As a
student, you have the opportunity to be the change you
want to see on campus. What
better way to enact change
than starting with the one who
can see it through?”
In addition to the prayer
group, Guster is working on
a plethora of projects such as

negative experience, because
I really didn’t know what I
should expect.
Q: Did you have time to
pack? What did you bring with
you?
A: I just brought the stuff
that I would need from my
dorm. They don’t rush you. But
me, personally, I just rush. I forgot to bring so many things. I
forgot to bring toothpaste, so
I had to ask them to bring me
toothpaste. I forgot to bring
clothes! I only had the clothes
on my back. [So], I texted my
dean and was like, “I need
clothes!” I packed my Kindle, my ukulele (which I never
played during quarantine.) I
packed my laptop. I did bring
my towel and my toothbrush.
Q: What are three positive
things that you’ve learned
from being in quarantine?
A: One, I had time and was
able to entertain my friends
through Instagram by sharing my experience - and they
would try to distract me from
quarantine or show their concern for me while in quarantine. It reminded me how real
my friends were and I was so
thankful that we could still connect over social media.
Two, I learned even more so
how important it is to speak up
for myself. I’m sure the deans
really wanted me to eat during
the 24 hours I didn’t have food,
but they wouldn’t have known
if I didn’t speak up and point
out flaws in the quarantine
food system.
And three, I gained a new
appreciation for things I could
do outside of quarantine like
choosing my own food and
going on quiet walks.

partnering with Student Development to support the Critical
Conversation series and hosting a discussion forum on historic issues of racism within the
Seventh-day Adventist church in
October.
“This is what we are asking
for,” Guster said. “We are asking God to help us to humbly
pray for an end to racism… and
that He will heal our nation
from this historic plague.”

ERC

continued from page 1
between July 18 and 25. ERC
trained the students to preach
and coached them in developing religious appeals. Participants met with the Southeast
Dominican Conference’s leaders
and pastors.
“We did everything that we
normally do during our mission
trips,” Rivero said.
Forty churches in seven districts participated in the event.
Forty-three people chose to join
the Adventist Church through
baptism, and many more
requested Bible studies, according to Rivero.
Junior nursing major Evelyn
Martinez-Alvarado participated
in both the Florida week of prayer
and the digital evangelistic series.
“[Doing programs on Zoom]
made spiritual programs very
interactive,” Martinez-Alvarado
said. “We could read people’s
thoughts in the comments in real
time, and we could easily address
our comments back to them. It
was definitely a great tool.”
Junior theology major Fernando Portillo was also involved
with ERC over the summer. Not
only was he one of six students
who preached for “Called,” but
after being spotted by a friend
on a flyer advertising the week
of prayer, Portillo was also asked
to preach a virtual evangelistic
series to a church in Colombia.
He accepted the call. Afterward,
he preached for the evangelistic
series in the Dominican Republic as part of ERC.
Portillo described the beginning of his virtual preaching
experience as “rough.” However,
he also acknowledged positive

NEWS
aspects of the situation.
“Whenever you’re preaching
to a camera, you don’t know if
the people are listening,” Portillo said. “I felt like it was a good
opportunity to not get energy
from the outside in, but to find
that energy from the inside
out. I feel like the Holy Spirit
was the one that gave me that
passion, that energy to preach
to the camera.”
Both Portillo and Martinez-Alvarado plan to continue working
with ERC, specifically by going
on a 2021 mission trip to Kenya.
In addition to the mission
trips planned by ERC, the organization is also planning to conduct another digital evangelistic
series in November, according
to Rivero. The location has not
yet been determined. He said
ERC is hoping to send about 20
students on each of the 2021
mission trips to the Dominican
Republic, Argentina, Kenya,
Peru and New Jersey. He added
that 70 students have already
signed up, and both the Argentina and Peru trips are now full.
According to Rivero, the trips
would only be canceled if there
is a COVID-19 outbreak in a
specific area or if Southern’s
administration believes travel
to a location is unsafe due to
violence or the outbreak of
another disease. ERC plans
to keep students informed
regarding any alterations to the
trips and is willing to change
venues if needed, Rivero further explained.
“You always learn what
things can work and what
things can’t work,” Rivero said
regarding ERC’s virtual summer
events and present planning.
“The more you do, the more
you learn.”

COVID-19 brings
new regulations to
softball season

Misael Polanco makes a safe run onto third base.
Photo courtesy of Xander Ordinola.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
The softball season began
on Monday, Aug. 31, with a few
changes due to COVID-19.
Intramurals Director Troy
Walker said adjustments have
been made to limit physical
contact while playing the sport.
“It's really the overcrowding issue, the contact issue,”
Walker said. “...Those are the
two biggest issues we had to
tackle.”
Changes include adjusting
game times and adding an
additional base to limit contact.
“Nothing is going to be perfect with sports and COVID,”
Walker said. “It's not an easy
thing to put together, but we're
going to make it work the best
we can.”
In addition, batting practice before the game has been
eliminated. In order to shorten
the time when teams would be
physically close to each other,
players will go into the field to
play as soon as they arrive.
“Come right before your
game starts; leave when your

game ends,” Walker said. “We
understand that the social
atmosphere of intramurals is
extremely important. But that’ll
just have to take place within
the team.”
Grant Milano, a sophomore biology pre-med major
and softball player, thinks the
coaches found the right balance when it came to balancing
softball with safety.
“I don’t know if they could
make it better without completely ruining the game of
softball,” Milano said. “There
are ways to make it more
COVID friendly…but that would
just take away from the game.”
The question many students
may be asking is, ‘Is it safe?’
William Wallace, a freshman
nursing student, seems to
think so.
“I don't see why it wouldn't
be,” Wallace said. “There's
not really any time that people would get contaminated
between the health screenings
and temp checks. Like outside
of softball, I think it'll be fine.”
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Masks on the promenade

Kelvin Feitosa plays with his phone at the Student Center.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Florence Philips waves hello on the Promenade. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Juan Grajales walks down the Hackman stairs. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Finn Boyson carries out lunch from the Cafeteria in a colorful mask.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Jesse Siregaur and Kristen Sihotang sport white masks. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Nandy De la Cruz takes pride in her culture by wearing a mask with the
Dominican Republic flag. Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Collegedale Public Library reopens after months of closure
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
The Collegedale Public Library
reopened Aug. 31 after months
of being closed due to tornado
damage and COVID-19.
On April 13, a tornado ripped
through East Hamilton County,
causing roof and building damage throughout the area.
According to Collegedale
Public Library Director Natalie
Wright, the library lost about
one-fourth of its roof at the
front of the building. After a
damage assessment, it was determined that the entire roof
had to be replaced.
At the May 4 Collegedale
Commission meeting, com-

missioners voted to accept a
bid from Tri State Roofing for
$107,124 to replace the roof.
“In addition to the water damage, the ceiling tiles all broke
apart and covered the area with
wet crumbles,” Wright said. “It
was kind of like mud. The carpet
was so soaked with water that
it splashed when I tried to walk
across it.”
According to Wright, the
books at the front of the building that were soaked with rainwater had to be thrown away
after they were inventoried. The
affected sections include Young
Adult Fiction, New Fiction, New

Nonfiction and Audiobooks.
“We had to inspect each one
for water damage and mold,”
Wright said. “There is no stopping mold once it has taken
hold in a book. And all of the
books sat in a very humid environment (without air conditioning) for a week while the building was assessed. In the end,
we lost 535 volumes, which was
roughly $10,000 in value.”
The audiobooks themselves
were not damaged, but those
with cardboard cases and paper
inserts had to be replaced, Wright
said. The library replaced about
200 cases and 651 paper inserts.

“We still have not replaced
all of the books due to both
cost and the fact that COVID-19
shut down our vendors for several months,” Wright said. “The
Friends of the Collegedale Public Library has set up a recovery
fund if anyone is interested in
donating.”
Due to safety reasons, the library could not open while the
roof was being replaced and the
damage was being fixed. Otherwise, Wright believes the library
would have opened earlier with
COVID-19 precautions.
“We are providing essential
services: computers, printing/

copying, fax and notary,” Wright
said. “But we do not have the
ability to maintain social distancing for people browsing the
books. We spaced our computers out all over the building to
help keep people safe, but the
shelves are very close together
and they have open backs.”
The Curbside Pick-Up program started in March before
the library closed to allow immunocompromised or highrisk individuals to still check out
books and materials without
having to come inside, according to Wright.
As stated on the Collegedale
Library website, an individual
may place a hold online or over
the phone. Once the books are
ready to be picked up, the patron can come during curbside
pick-up hours. Based on a person’s preference, a staff member will either bring the books
to his or her car or place them
on a picnic table to be picked
up.
There are guidelines set in
place for anyone wanting to use
the library.
“We do require masks to be
worn in the building, and we
ask everyone to maintain a
6-feet distance from staff and
other patrons,” Wright said. “We
want everyone to feel safe at
the library. People can call and
reserve a computer in advance.
We take walk-ins as well, but
reservations will take precedence.”
She added, “Children’s computers are not available…since
all of them are touch screens
and we can’t use harsh disinfectant chemicals on the touch
screens without damaging
them.”
According to Wright, all available computers are disinfected between each use, and all
tables and study carrels are
blocked off.
Library services are free to all
Collegedale residents and current Southern Adventist University students. Proof of residency
is required.
For more information about
the Curbside Pick-Up programs
and other services, visit CollegedalePublicLibrary.org.

Top: Cart full of books destroyed by water damage. An estimated $10,000 worth of books were damaged.
Bottom left: One fourth of the Collegedale Public Library roof was destroyed in the aftermath of the April tornado.
Bottom right: Aftermath of the Collegedale Public Library lobby after recent tornado.
Photos courtesy of Natalie Wright.

SPORTS
MLB reaches halfway
point in unprecedented
season
Xavier Snyder
Contributor
The professional baseball season is now just over halfway into
its shortened 60-game season,
with fans absent from stadiums
and players social distancing
in the dugouts. The pandemic
is not the thing to have an impact on the MLB season. Just
two weeks ago, multiple games
were postponed in protest of
racial injustice, and the Mets
and Marlins walked away from
a game, leaving a “Black Lives
Matter” shirt on the home plate.
This display of solidarity, typically seen in the NFL and NBA, was
a rare first for the MLB.
Leading MLB right now are
teams such as the Los Angeles
Dodgers and Tampa Bay Rays,
while the previous two World
Champions, the Nationals and
Red Sox, are at the bottom of the
standings. In the NL Central, the
Cubs hold a commanding lead
over their competitors, while in
the AL Central, the White Sox,
Indians and Twins are all close

competitors for first.
With the shortened season,
it’s been interesting to see how
teams fare with less time to rebound from losing streaks. In
the AL West, the Athletics and
Astros are on losing stretches,
while the Mariners are coming
off a win streak that is putting
them in a competitive position
going forward.
Meanwhile, a few players
merit mentions of various
achievements: the Brave’s Ronald Acuna Jr. continues to play
extremely well, while Mike Trout
recently hit his 300th home run,
an Angels franchise record. The
rest of the season is shaping up
to be an interesting ride, with
records and statistical anomalies likely.

Playoff Basketball is back!
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
It might be strange seeing
virtual fans sitting in chairs with
face cams instead of a roaring
audience of super fans filling
the stands, but at least basketball is back.
In the East, Toronto, Boston
and Miami all swept their opponents in round one. Milwaukee
came close with a gentlemen’s
sweep giving up one game to
the Orlando Magic. Boston may
have won the first two games of
round two, but Toronto quickly answered with back-to-back
wins themselves. This matchup
is looking like it will come down
to game seven. The Heat won
seven in a row before losing to
Milwaukee to gain a 3-1 lead.
Reigning MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo left with an ankle injury. No team has ever come back
down 3-0 yet.
In the West, it seemed as
though Portland might have
a chance at upsetting the one
seed, the L.A. Lakers. In game
one, Portland put on a show,

beating the Lakers 100-93. This
loss seemed to be the wake-up
call LeBron needed. Averaging
28.5 PPG and nearly a triple
double for the next four games
helped the Lakers knock out the
Trailblazers in five games. Rockets vs. Thunder and Nuggets vs.
Jazz were the two series to watch
with both going to a game seven. It looked bleak at first for
the Thunder, losing the first two
games, but they stormed back.

With it coming down to the wire,
the Rockets snuck out a win by
just two points in game seven.
Elsewhere, Jazz took a commanding lead over the Nuggets.
Down 3-1, Jamal Murry dropped
50 points in game four, 42 in
game five and 50 again in game
six, forcing a game seven. His
performance led the Nuggets
forward.

Playoff Bracket for the 2020 season, current to Sept. 7th
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OPINION

General education — a necessity or a hassle?
The foundation of any degree

Stop wasting my time, Gen Ed

Patrick McGraw
Contributor

Kaitlyn Deaux
Contributor

College can be a strange
place for many students. An
Adventist college may feel
especially uncomfortable to
freshmen just out of Adventist
academies, as well as those
from non-Adventist schools
who are experiencing one for
the first time.
Some of us are at Southern Adventist University because our parents sent us
here, or because our friends
are attending, or because we
want to learn in a Christian
environment. But, ultimately, we’re all here because we
want to spend a little bit of our
time (and a lot of our money)
to hopefully walk away with
something worthwhile.
That thing, of course, is an
education—one that will hopefully open up a lot of long-term
opportunities in our futures.
An education is important, and
general education is the foundation that the rest of learning
is built upon. You can’t have
college without general education.
I am reminded of an analogy my high school Spanish
teacher used to make: “Every
skill you learn is a tool that
goes into your skill bag. Each
of those will help you get
where you need to be in life.
The more skills that you have,
the more opportunities you’ll
be able to create for yourself.”
It is definitely possible for
a school to churn out people
who have received an educa-

Almost as soon as a child
can speak, one of the first
questions he or she is asked is:
“What do you want to be when
you grow up?” The child may
begin to formulate ambitious
responses, such as “an astronaut” or “a pop star.” However,
as the person grows, so does
the weight of this question.
And, as he or she matures
and develops experience, that
young person’s initial hopes
may change. By the senior
year of high school, most students have chosen a career
path. And, even if it’s subject
to change in the future, general studies is an unnecessary
hassle for decided majors.
In my experience, I have often found that I end up doing
more work for general courses
than I do for the classes that
pertain to my major. Being
a social work major, I would
rather spend my time perfecting interviewing skills instead
of writing paper after paper
on religious books that I will
likely forget about. I do believe
that a wide variety of classes
can give a student more experience in a range of subjects.
However, more classes also require more money.
A lot of students lean on financial aid in order to make
it through college. So, being
able to spend less on courses
could save them from paying
off more student loan debt at
a later time.
As I have four years left at

“Every skill you
learn is a tool that
goes into your skill
bag,” he said. “Each
of those will help you
get where you need
to be in life. The more
skills that you have,
the more opportunities you’ll be able to
create for yourself.”
tion in one specific subject, but
that is not the goal. The goal
is to produce individuals who
have a comprehensive education and a well-rounded set of
skills in addition to the subject
they’ve chosen to study.
Your
general
education
courses may seem totally irrelevant to your major, but they
teach you skills that are necessary across all disciplines. We
take public speaking classes
because no matter the major,
we will need to communicate
with others. We take English
classes because regardless of
whether we’re writers by nature, we will eventually need to
write. We take fitness classes
because irrespective of what
we study, it’s important to take
care of our bodies.
These things may not seem
relevant to your major, but
they are nonetheless relevant
to you. All of the skills you
learn in your general courses
are skills that will benefit you
for the rest of your life.

Southern, I would rather not
spend the first two or three
years of my college experience
completing general studies.
There are many other classes
related to my major that I would
love to take, but I cannot fit
them into my schedule because
of required general courses.
More time spent in these
classes means less time for selfcare, less time for study within
my own major, and less bonding opportunities with friends
and family. I feel as though I
am in high school again and
only focused on graduating.
Ultimately, general studies
adds stress and takes time
away from students with decided majors. Although general
courses could be a wonderful
alternative for the undecided,
I would much rather spend my
college years focused on classes within my major. College
students only have so much
time to sit through classes,
complete homework, practice
self-care, and socialize in a 24hour period.
I believe decided majors
should have the freedom to
pursue their majors specifically. After years of crafting the
perfect response to the ageold career question, we are
no longer children. We have
become adults with purpose,
and we are ready to pursue
our futures.

RELIGION

‘Clenching the wind’: Letting go to let God lead
David Glenn
Contributor
Humans are professionals
at holding tightly to the wrong
things.
People stubbornly hold onto
their own ideas of good, and
then pursue those ideas single-mindedly. You know those
people. If you are like me, maybe you are one of those people.
We’ve struggled with grasping
at the wrong things since the
beginning.
In Genesis 2 and 3, the word
“took” is used eight times. Six
of those times, “took” referred
to God’s action of unselfish creating and giving, such as when
God “took” man and put him in
the garden (Genesis 2:15), or
when he “took” a rib from Adam
to make Eve (Genesis 2:21).
The first time man “took” was
when Eve ate the forbidden
fruit, which led to death (Genesis 3:6). “Took” was used again
to describe man’s actions at the
end of Genesis 3. God set up the
angel with the flaming sword to
guard the way to the garden,
just in case man “took” from the
tree of life and prolonged his
misery forever (Genesis 3:22).
I see this narrative play out
in my life every day. Instead of
allowing God to “take” for me,
I grab for myself. I clench my
fists and prioritize too highly
the things that I think are good:
grades, relationships, reputation, money, opinions.
When we turn our backs on
God and live “taking,” we worry, stress and grunt our way to
the idols that we think we need.
Sometimes it works, but most
of the time we are left hurting
with the consequences of our
insufficiencies. Our peace is left
in pieces, and our hands are
clenching the wind.
So, what is the next step? If I
cannot trust myself to know and
pursue good for myself, where
do I turn?
This is what Paul prescribes:

“Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, although He existed
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a
bond-servant, and being made
in the likeness of men. Being
found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross…”
Philippians 2:5-7 (NASB).
Now, take a look at what Jesus
has to say:
“But seek first His kingdom
and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added to
you. So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care
for itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own” Matthew
6:33-34 (NASB).
Rest in God’s promises. Explore His word, discover His will
and surrender yourself to the
Holy Spirit daily. Live each moment asking Him how you fit
into His plan instead of blindly
pursuing your own. Then, do
what He calls you to do. He is
the one “who is at work in you,
both to will and to work for His
good pleasure” Philippians 2:13
(NASB).
As you proceed through this
fall semester, lean hard on Him.
Open your clenched fists and
offer Him your anxieties and
worries, sins and awkward blunders, the pressure to be perfect
in your own strength and every weakness you discover in
yourself. You are written on His
hand (Isaiah 49:16). Your needs
are His priority. In His presence,
there is righteousness, healing,
peace and strength enough for
you. Make knowing Him your
priority.
“So choose life in order that
you may live…by loving the Lord
your God, by obeying His voice,
and by holding fast to Him, for

this is your life and the length of
your days” Deuteronomy 30:1920 (NASB).

For more related news visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE

How to bring your Pinterest fashion board to life
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Do you have a Pinterest board dedicated to the style you wish was
in your closet? Maybe you don’t think you can afford the same aesthetic that you see as you scroll through your feed. Even though
you want to, maybe you don’t believe that you can “pull off” the
looks that you find yourself repinning. Having style doesn’t need to
be intimidating, expensive or difficult. With a little time and attention, you’ll make your fashion dreams a reality.

Deep clean your closet.

In order to make space for fresher pieces, you need to get rid of
clothes that no longer serve you. If you haven’t touched it in over a
year or if it no longer fits, don’t be afraid to set it aside. You can either donate these unwanted clothes to a local thrift store, sell them
online or give them away to your friends.You would be surprised by
what other people want and the extra cash you can make!

Work with what you already have to see what you actually need
Compare the clothes you have
kept to the outfits you see online and look for similarities.
Often, you will find that while
the clothes are not identical,
you already have some of the
items you see in the pictures. By
knowing what you have and referencing your Pinterest board
for what you want, you will pinpoint what needs to be added
to your closet.

Go thrift shopping.

Push yourself outside of your
fashion comfort zone

Patience is key. Thrifting can bring originality
and quality to your wardrobe in a way that shopping elsewhere cannot. Slowly buying clothes that
fit your new aesthetic, cost a reasonable price and
make you feel confident is a wiser approach than
impulsively shopping at retail stores. You’re not
going to find a whole new wardrobe in one shopping trip, and you shouldn’t expect to. Developing
your new style takes time and often multiple trips
to different thrift stores.

Your new outfits will not look like what you are
used to wearing, but that is the whole point! If
you are feeling insecure about an outfit or afraid
that people think you are trying too hard, remember why you started this journey in the first place.
Fashion is an expression of your own personal
taste and style, and ultimately it doesn’t matter
whether or not you match the exact look of your
Pinterest board. What matters is that you feel
confident in your skin, and the clothes on your
back should help you feel that way.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Marie Augustine

Betsy Cortez

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra
if you go to southern and you’ve ever seen me park please pretend
you didn’t

Luis Moreno @realluism
You can SMELL the humidity in Tennessee

Andrew Korp @Magi_korp
If we treated eachother the way that Chick-fil-A employees treat
customers the world would be a much better place
mariepaule_a Be grateful for life. Not everyone

navy_girl__ 22 years of magic #SAUlife

made it this far! #SAUlife

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Are you a bank half full or half empty type of person

Natalie Boonstra

Patrick McGraw

Taylor Dean @taylitafajita
I want Starbucks bogo today but my bank account doesn’t :///

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
I need everyone to speak up! You’re wearing a mask, this is not the
year to mumble. Thank you.

Congratulations @triciajainee!
Come pick up your gift card in
the Accent office.

natalieejeann feeling like Donna, just missing
my dynamos #SAUlife

Luis Moreno

patrick.mcgraw fear and loathing in
chattanooga, tennessee #SAUlife

Joshua Perez

Kevin wanted to change his style and
is offering anyone an oppurtunity to
join him. Find him to win a,

$10 H&M
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of where Kevin is hiding in this
issue for a chance to win!
realluism
(feat. a senior in his last undergraduate semester) #SAUlife

not.mosaiq Intimate Zone #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER
SA Announcements
ATTENTION SENIORS: Seniors, your senior portraits are coming up! They
will be held in the Sherrie Norton Room, located in the Student Center,
on Tuesday and Wednesday, September 15 and 16, from 12:00-5:00 PM.

Today 9
69-89

If you want your Senior portrait in the yearbook, make sure to be there.
Bring a pen! It is not by appointment so, first come, first serve!

11:30 a.m. – Service Expo Week
5:00 p.m. – Futsal Capitan’s Meeting
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate Orientation

Check out our new website!

Thursday 10
Friday 11
71-91

6:00 p.m. – School of Business Student
Dedication
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Lawn Concert Vespers
7:52 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – Afterglow

Sunday 13
67-84

9:00 a.m. – Ocoee Rafting Trip

12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success, Presidential Banquet Room

Saturday

www.southern-accent.org
69-87

12

69-87
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Outdoor Family Sabbath School,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, facebook.com/theexperiencecollegedale/
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream & Live in Church
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com
7:30 p.m. – Evensong
7:51 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – Extreme Spikeball Night

Monday 14
67-84

Tuesday 15
66-84

12:00 p.m. – General Session Cultural Conversations
3:30 p.m. – University Senate
5:00 p.m. – New Student Organization applications due

12:00 p.m. – Deep Dive
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Hall Chapel

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|9

Addison Garcia

Monday |14

Brandon Cheddar

Jacqueline Grange

Lisette De Leon

Sergio Dan

Tapanga Lane

Christian Fischle

Azariah Fierro

Megan Marquez

Katie Guild

Elizabeth Hernandez

Kendra Pauls

David Johnson

Mark Marbun

Saturday |12

Isabela Montanari

Johnny Cerino

Emily Morgan

Tavares

Jeff Daniel

Silviane Myers

Thursday |10

Corey Kulon

Arceo Primero

Natalie Hutchins

Sharon Lotulung

Bernard Softhal

Amy Mejias

Jared Nelson

Taylor Trumbo

Ellen Morris

Ashley Runyon

Tuesday |15

Everett Scott

Juelien Vaughan

Nailah Baker

Ada Morgan

Kristopher Thompson

Sunday |13

Kaitlyn Williams

Dawsyn Bemis

Kedrick Jubanski

Friday |11

Roilan Cabrera

Larson

Xander Assa

Lucas Campos

Mica Mihaescu

Sergio Bonilla

Jane Garcia

Johana Robert

Emely Chavez

Hae Soo Kim

Madeline Salinas

Joshua Cho

Shelby Lewellen

Cesia Trevedan

Briana Collins

Adrianne Morrill

Camila Vera Cepeda

BS DEGREE TO DNP
Skip the master’s!

Become an advanced practice nurse and earn
a doctor of nursing practice at the same time.
The BS to DNP program mentors bachelor’s degree-level
graduates as they gain necessary RN experience through an
advanced nursing practice emphasis of their choice.
Options include:
• DNP/MBA
• Lifestyle Medicine
• Nurse Educator
• Nurse Practitioner
(emphases include Acute Care–Adult/Gerontology,
Primary Care–Adult/Gerontology, Family, and
Psychiatric Mental Health)
Call or visit online to ﬁnd out how
to get started.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

Andy Flores
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Opinion | 6
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Development plans for
Sandy Trail withdrawn

Does Southern's dress code
need to be updated?

Painful reminders of Earth,
small glimpses of Heaven

Tips to pursuing a healthy
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Diversity GEN Z Voters : Southern students
Advisor gear up for November election
plans
week of
civic
activities
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
Southern will host a five-day
civic engagement campaign
in celebration of Constitution
Week, a national observance
commemorating the signing
of the United States Constitution. The event, scheduled for
Sept. 17 to 23, will cover topics
about the Constitution, the First
Amendment, and the importance of voter registration, as
well as civil dialogue in today’s
political arena.

Guster and
the planning
committee are
working on
ways to educate students
about voter
registration
and how to vote
by absentee
ballot.
Senior Advisor for Diversity,
Unity and Inclusion Stephanie
Guster sees Constitution Week
as an opportunity to encourage
voting among students.
“It’s an invitation for our campus to get involved and become
informed,” she said.

See CONSTITUTION on page 3

Taylor Dean
News Editor
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
As the 2020 presidential election approaches, clubs and
organizations across Southern
Adventist University’s campus
are creating opportunities for
students to obtain the resources
they need to participate.
Among those fueling voter
advocacy are members of Southern Votes, a student-led, independent group not associated
with any particular club, but
focused on supporting other
groups that are hosting events
geared towards the election.
Xavier Snyder, junior history
major and president of the Society of Political Sciences, said the
main reason for the program is
to provide students—many of
whom are non-residents of Tennessee—with the information

they need for voter registration
and voting by absentee ballots
through the mail.

Born after 1996,
most members of
this generation
are not yet old
enough to vote,
but as the oldest among them
turn 23 this year,
roughly 24 million will have the
opportunity to
cast a ballot in
November.
“I noticed that while our generation is pretty vocal about what

WSMC Radio Station moves
under the auspices of SJC

we believe now, a lot of us don’t
know how to vote,” said Snyder,
a member of Generation Z (Gen
Z). “Every year, there are these
big movements for people to
register, but there's not a lot of
follow-up. [So], people can figure
out how to do that. The main reason we're doing this is to make
sure our generation knows,
now—with such a big election—
how to get registered.”
Snyder is not the only person
focusing on college students and
voting. As the presidential election quickly approaches, many
political experts and demographers are trying to predict the
impact that voting-age members
of Gen Z could have on the results.
“One-in-ten eligible voters in
the 2020 electorate will be part of
a new generation of Americans—

Generation Z,” according to a
May 14 article published by the
Pew Research Center. “Born after
1996, most members of this generation are not yet old enough
to vote, but as the oldest among
them turn 23 this year, roughly
24 million will have the opportunity to cast a ballot in November.
And their political clout will continue to grow steadily in the coming years, as more and more of
them reach voting age.”
According to a 2017 Pew
Research article, Millennials outvoted Baby Boomers and older
generations in both the 2016 and
2018 elections. This may suggest the extent to which voting
has been emphasized among
younger generations in recent
See GEN Z on page 2

Southern eliminates
food discounts and
administrative fee
Estefania Sanchez
Lead Reporter
One week before students
returned to campus, Southern’s
President's Cabinet decided
to remove discounts and the
administrative fee from student
meal plans.
Prior to removal, discounts
were applied at all food locations on campus, giving dorm
students 40 percent off on their
meals and commuter students
20 percent off.

Scott Kornblum, WSMC Director. Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations Department.

Patrick Scriven
Staff Writer
This summer, WSMC radio
station announced that it
would be brought under the
administration of the School
of Journalism and Communication (SJC). The changeover,
planned for this fall semester,
is expected to provide students with increased academic
opportunities as well as professional hands-on experience.
Scott Kornblum, general manager of the station since 2009,
is excited about the range of
opportunities the transition will
bring to students from various
departments.
“The_transition_to_the_SJC

umbrella is a big deal,” Kornblum said. “Not only will more
students be able to get involved
with WSMC through projects,
internships, and practicums,
but the station will be infused
with all of that new energy and
fresh ideas about how to delight
and serve our listeners even
more.”
Rachel Williams-Smith, dean
of_the_SJC,_also_expressed
excitement for the potential of
these programs.
“The SJC has always been
strong on the practical side of
things, and this adds yet another
chance for students to gain

experience,” she said.
The wide range of student
opportunities is not limited
to the SJC. According to Williams-Smith, in an effort to boost
student engagement, the School
of Music plans to encourage its
majors and minors to host programs and to share original
pieces over the air.
The_100,000_watt_station
reaches up to 25,000 weekly listeners and remains the only classical music station in the Chattanooga area. Kornblum sees the
SJC integration as a “huge opportunity to increase awareness of
See WSMC on page 3

When added all
together, the 40
percent discount
students would
receive throughout the semester
would roughly
equal the $450
fee that was
taken.
This decision was made due
to COVID-19's impact on Southern’s campus. To make food
services safer, the President’s
Cabinet believed it would be in
the students’ best interests to
remove the discounts and fee,
according to Verrill. This conclusion was based on the new Food

Services CBOARD GET app.
The app allows students to
order food, pick it up quickly
and avoid contact with large
crowds as much as possible.
While it is a great way to help
students feel safer picking up
food, the app doesn’t have the
appropriate technology to differentiate between dorm and
commuter meal plans when
attempting to pay.
Senior Vice President for
Financial Administration Tom
Verrill explained that because
the app could not differentiate
between the various meal plans
on campus, the Cabinet decided
to remove discounts altogether
and return the $450 fee to the
meal plan balance.
“It was last minute when we
realized this app is not going to
work well with the discounts,”
Verrill said. “That was a primary driver. We felt these were
important things for the students, and we were not able to
accomplish them while having
this structure. So we thought
changing the structure was the
best thing to do.”
Verrill said the new system
may become permanent, but
See CAFETERIA on page 2

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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continued from page 1
years, but it is not conclusive
enough to predict the impact of
young voters in the 2020 presidential election.
Gen_Zers,_who_are_coming
of age at a time of unexpected
economic turmoil, differ from
their Millennial predecessors,
according to the May 2020 Pew
Research article. In a survey conducted by the center two months
earlier, 50 percent of Gen Zers, 18
to 23 years of age, reported that
they or someone in their household had experienced a job loss
or pay cut due to the pandemic.
Only 40 percent of Millennials
reported similar implications.
Gen Zers were “particularly vulnerable” even before the pandemic because of their overrepresentation in service sector
industries, which were among
the hardest hit after the coronavirus outbreak, according to a jobs
analysis cited by Pew Research.
“Unlike the Millennials—who
came of age during the Great
Recession—this new generation
was in line to inherit a strong
economy with record-low unemployment,” according to the Pew
article. “That has all changed
now, as COVID-19 has reshaped
the country’s social, political and
economic landscape. Instead
of looking ahead to a world of
opportunities, Gen Z now peers
into an uncertain future.”
At Southern, many students
are looking forward to exercising
their political muscle in November. In an Instagram poll conducted by the Accent, students
answered a series of questions
related to the upcoming election
and their potential involvement.
Of 227 participants, 177 (78 percent) said they plan to vote this
year, and 50 (22 percent) said
they did not.
In addition to helping various
clubs prepare for the election,
Southern Votes is working with
Stephanie Guster, Southern’s
senior advisor for diversity, in
planning a campus-wide Constitution Week observance to
encourage voter awareness and
registration. The observance,
from Sept. 17 to 23, will involve
various academic departments
and organizations.
However, Southern Votes activities won’t be limited to just one
week, said Snyder. The initiative
will be divided into two phases:
The first phase will run through
the beginning of October and will
focus on registration. The second
phase will run until Election Day
and educate students on how,
where and when to vote.
In the upcoming weeks until
Election Day, the program will
have booths set up on the Prom-

Corrections and
Clarification
The Southern Accent takes
complaints about inaccuracy
seriously. To fix errors or misinformation, we will publish,
with some limited exceptions,
corrections or clarifications. To
report mistakes, email us at
accent@southern.edu or reach
us through our social media
accounts.

enade,_where_students_can
engage with about 40 Southern Votes volunteers to receive
resources about voting. Snyder
said the organization will follow
up with students who may have
questions or a need f or help.
“A lot of people are confident
about who they're going to vote
for,” he said. “But they just don't
know how to vote.”
Junior marketing major Kirsten
Clark said it would be helpful if Southern provided more
resources that explain how to
vote for students living away
from home.

the university should educate
students about voting the same
way that it provides community
service opportunities. In the
meantime, she’s doing her part
to ensure that students get the
necessary information.
“If you truly care about your

community, you will want to help
it by voting for good policies and
leaders,” said Van Arsdell. “Your
vote can make a difference, so
please vote!”

Before the changes, commuter
students could customize the
amount they wanted on their
meal plans and would receive a
20 percent discount when purchasing food from campus eateries.
For dorm students, there are
three meal plan options: bronze,
silver and gold. Each plan allows
students to spend a different
amount of money on meals for
the semester and previously
included a 40 percent discount
for food purchases. The administrative fee was a $450 amount

taken from the selected dorm
meal plan that helped fund the
cafeteria budget, according
to Frood. To compensate for
the money that was deducted,
students would receive meal
discounts based on their living
arrangements on campus.
After the $450 deduction,
the remaining balance left in
the meal plan was for students
to spend on food anywhere on
campus. . Essentially, the fee
and discounts were put in place
to fund the cafeteria while still
allowing residents to get the full

meal plan value. This enabled
students to freely decide where
they wanted to eat on campus
while helping the cafeteria stay
funded.
“We set an admin fee to say,
‘This is the fee that equates to
the 40 percent off,’” Frood said.
“We were attempting to make
things flexible. We wanted to
protect the financial situation of
the café while allowing you, the
students, some flexibility about
how you wanted to spend those
dollars.”

We all have our
own political opinions. But at the
end of the day,
what we agree on
is that it’s important that we get
out to vote and
make sure people
know how to vote.
“Getting an absentee ballot is
a little bit of a pain,” she said.
“I’m registered to vote in Washington, but I’ll be at school over
the elections. I had to do some
research to understand what I
had to do to be able to vote, and
I’m currently taking an overload
at school. I don’t really have time
to be doing research.”
According to Snyder, the 40 volunteers that will be helping out
with the Southern Votes program
will be equipped not only with
the knowledge of how to vote
in each of their respective home
states, but will be able to provide
knowledge for all 50 states.
“Let's say, for example, we have
a guy come up to a booth and he's
from Arkansas, and he doesn't
know how to vote in Arkansas,”
Snyder said. “So, what we'll do is
connect him with our Arkansas
voting expert, and that person
will work with him to make sure
he knows what he needs in order
to get his ballot and be registered
to vote. We’ll also make sure he
knows his deadlines, too.”
Additionally, Snyder said the
program is completely nonpartisan. He said volunteers have been
told that under no circumstance
should they attempt to sway anyone to vote a certain way.
“We're not a political campaign
for one direction or the other,”
Snyder said. “We all have our
own political opinions. But at the
end of the day, what we agree on
is that it’s important that we get
out to vote and make sure people
know how to vote.”
Southern Votes posters and
a social media account will

CAFETERIA

continued from page 1
he’s not completely certain.
“Now that we have made the
change, I believe this will be our
structure moving forward,” he
said.
To better understand the
recent
changes,
Executive
Director of Budgeting and
Financial Analysis Douglas
Frood explained why students
had the discounts and administrative fee to begin with.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

be up and running within the
near future, Snyder said. In the
meantime, students can contact him via email at xsnyder@
southern.edu.
Freshman history major Amy
Van_Arsdell,_a_Gen_Zer_and
Southern Votes volunteer, said
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continued from page 1
WSMC across campus.”
Junior mass communication
major Cameron Reel is one of
many students eager to see
what the station has in store.
“We have a full-blown radio
station here on campus, and I
don’t even know what happens
there,” Reel said. “I really want

to learn more about the inner
workings of the radio station,
and I feel like this is a really great
opportunity for me to do so.”
When asked about the student-station relationship, Kornblum added, “Those students are
our lifeblood, and our audience
forms relationships with them…
The potential for integration and
collaboration across campus is

SALT brings program closer to home

CONSTITUTION
continued from page 1

Guster and the planning committee are working on ways to
educate students about voter
registration and how to vote
by absentee ballot. Organizers
also plan to disseminate information about the shortage of
poll workers and how students
can earn extra income by working in that area.
Along with the School of Journalism and Communication
(SJC), the planning committee
will also use this platform to
emphasize the five freedoms
stated in the First Amendment—
the freedoms of speech, religion,
and the press, and the rights to
peaceably assemble and petition
the government for a redress of
grievances. Each day will focus
on a different freedom.
On Sept. 17, History and
Political Studies Department
Chair Lisa Diller and a student
panel will have a critical conversation during convocation
in commemoration of Constitution Day. On Sept. 18, campus-wide activities will focus on
“Freedom of Religion.”
Additionally, this year marks
the 100th anniversary of the
19th_Amendment,_which
granted women the right to vote
in the United States —Tennessee
being the last state to do so. On
Sept. 21, there will be a Women’s
Suffrage Parade on the Promenade in celebration of freedom
of assembly. Guster said she
hopes to bring attention to this
subject because many people
don't know about this pivotal
moment in history.
“That’s a privilege that we
don’t talk enough about,” she
said. “If not discussed, it could
be easily taken for granted.”
Next week, the SJC will hold
two events. The first is a spoken
word competition based on the
five freedoms, which will be held
Sept. 22 to reaffirm the importance of free speech. Students,
alumni and members of the
community are invited to participate. The prizes are $250, $100
and $50 for first-, second- and

Dawson Stephens and Courtney Savage engage in SALT evangelism. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

third-place winners, respectively.
The second event is a “Social
Justice and the Five Freedoms”
virtual town hall meeting scheduled for Sept. 23. The next day,
on Sept. 24, history professor
Kevin Burton will deliver a presentation titled: “Is Social Justice
Anti-Adventism?”

That’s a privilege
that we don’t talk
enough about. If
not discussed, it
could be easily
taken for granted.
Through_the_week-long
observance, Guster hopes to
encourage civil dialogue among
Christians about the current
political climate.
“We need to figure out a way
to be engaged and talk through
issues as [Christ] would have
us to do,” Guster said. "...Being
civically engaged as a Christian means knowing the reason
you've chosen to do something
or knowing the reason you've
chosen not to do something.”
Other departments, clubs and
organizations participating in
Constitution Week include Southern Votes, the School of Social
Work, the Social Work Club, the
League of Women Voters and the
Society of Political Sciences.
“What we would love to see
happen at the end of this week
is that students of every major
make a connection [to] their life
choice of study,” Guster said.
“Professors [can] encourage
civic activities toward understanding civic engagement and
having the dialogues in their
courses...helping students [recognize] how their major connects with civic responsibility
and voter registration."

Patrick Scriven sets up a voting poster in preparation for Southern's
Constitution Week. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Ciarah Clark
Staff Writer
Southern Adventist University’s Soul-winning and Leadership Training (SALT) program is
expanding outside of its usual
agenda to reach out to Southern
students, according to senior
religious studies major and SALT
leader Noah Banks.
“SALT is a Bible-working program where you’re taught how
to share your faith...in local
communities or even across the
world,” Banks said. “They really
wanted to reach deep into the
campus and give people the
opportunity...to learn more
about who God is.”
According to Banks, SALT
has previously focused solely
on sending students doorto-door throughout the Chattanooga area to offer Bible
studies. This semester, SALT
students also will be organizing an evangelistic prayer
week for students in October.

According to Banks, another
change to SALT’s program will
be leading LifeGroups and
offering Bible studies to students on campus as part of an
“in-reach” initiative.
“While they’re out in the
community, they’re going to
be reaching into the campus
and giving Bible studies to
people that are questioning,
that need help and would like
to learn more about their own
faith,” he said.
Freshman psychology major
Justin Mertz is looking forward
to leading his LifeGroup.
“I want to use what God has
given me to reach others at
Southern,” he said. “I know
[there are] kids here who want
that, who are hungry for it, who
have a calling for it.”
According to Banks, SALT aims
to provide students with a variety of evangelistic methods.

“Now, they get to learn how to
reach out to people on multiple
different platforms,” he said.
Banks said that the COVID19 pandemic has not affected
SALT’s outreach apart from wearing masks and practicing social
distancing. He believes the pandemic is a blessing in disguise.
“In a way, it’s kind of made us
come together more,” he said.
“We’re all so happy to be here.
Since all of us are willing to come
here in the pandemic, we all
know that we all want it. This is
our priority.”
To students considering joining SALT, Banks said, “Even with
the fear of a pandemic or a fear
of natural disasters or racism or
riots or whatever fear it may be,
you have to believe that your
faith is stronger, that God is bigger than anything possible...If
you think you know your faith,
join SALT and test it.”

Campus Safety reminds students
of crosswalk rules, etiquette

Joseph Dietel crosses VM crosswalk. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
Class of 2012 alumnus Andrew
T h o m a s _ A n d e r s o n _ J r. _ h a s
encountered Southern students
crossing the street at night without activating the crosswalk signals. The area that concerns him
the most is the crosswalk near
the Village Market.
“I have experienced students not stopping and looking both ways before crossing,” Anderson said.
Southern’s student handbook states “pedestrians crossing the streets on campus
should cross at the designated
crosswalks.”
It further states, “If the
pedestrian does not allow reasonable time and distance for
the driver to stop, the driver
has the right-of-way.”
Campus Safety Officer Josh
Fraker said that Southern
abides by Tennessee pedestrian laws, which say, “No
pedestrian
shall
suddenly
leave a curb or other place of
safety and walk or run into the
path of a vehicle which is so
close that it is impossible for
the driver to yield.”
Fraker wants students to
remember: “Crossing at dusk
or dawn can be particularly dangerous. While there are street
lamps, there are times when
lighting conditions may render
you hard to see. Use the flashing lights button each time you
cross. Local residents are used

to seeing the flashing notification lights indicating someone
is in the crosswalk and look for
them to be activated.”
Bicyclists using the crosswalk
should also be cautious when
crossing the street.
Riders are not required to
dismount from their bicycles
to use the crosswalk. Tennessee bicycle laws do not require
cyclists to wear protective
gear unless they are under the
age of 16.

pedestrians
crossing the
streets on campus should cross
at the designated
crosswalks. If the
pedestrian does
not allow reasonable time and
distance for the
driver to stop,
the driver has the
right-of-way.
“There are requirements that
bicycles follow all vehicle laws
when operating on the road
and all pedestrian laws when
on a sidewalk,” Fraker said.
Unless they are walking with
their bicycles, riders are considered a vehicle and not a
pedestrian.

Senior mass communication-media production major
Kehiry Castillo said, “When
crossing the street at a crosswalk, I always look both ways
before crossing. I think it’s so
important to be aware of my
surroundings.”
On the contrary, senior social
work major Caleb Olmedo has
noticed many people press the
crosswalk signal and keep their
heads down while crossing.
“I can’t put my trust in
drivers that I have no control
over,” Olmedo said. “Accidents
happen, so I have to press the
button. Because if those cars
are moving at 20 mph, I could
still get hit.”

Campus Safety's
Rules for
Pedestrians:
1. Cross street at
marked crosswalks
only.
2. Crossing elsewhere forfeits your
right as a pedestrian.
3. Make eye contact
with car driver to
make sure they see
you.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Community development plans for Sandy Trail withdrawn
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
A proposal to build a single-family residential Planned
Unit Development (PUD) that
would span over 91 acres
from near Sandy Trail to the
Collegedale city boundary has
been withdrawn and original
plans are being altered for a
later date.
The application was brought
to the Collegedale Municipal
Planning Committee in July by
Mike Price, of MAP Engineers,
on behalf of the property owners, Blue Mountain Company.
The proposal was to rezone
what is currently marked as
agricultural land located west of
the railroad crossing at the end
of Sandy Trail to the Collegedale
city boundary with an access
point on Orchard Drive.
The first general site plan
depicted 198 buildable sin-

gle-family lots. According to the
rezoning request form, the PUD
would provide a “community
space to include existing wetlands and streams with buffers,
walking trails, clubhouse and
pool.”
Kelly Andrew Martin, planning economic director for the
City of Collegedale, said using
Sandy Trail is problematic
because the developer must
request and receive permission
from the railroad to cross its
tracks with a new public road.
Such a request is not usually
granted due to safety concerns,
according to Martin.
“The Collegedale Municipal
Planning Commission first
heard the case in July and
agreed with staff’s recommendation to defer until August,”
he said.

“ Prior to the August meeting
of the Planning Commission,
staff did not receive the
requested information from the
applicant in a timely manner.
Therefore, staff’s recommendation to the planning committee
was to deny the request.”
In the planning committee meeting that took place
on Aug. 10, concerns were
expressed that the proposal did
not include proper sewage and
infrastructure plans.
“After reviewing the site plan’s
technical aspects as well as a
qualitative review of its appropriateness, staff recommended
that the Collegedale Municipal
Planning Commission defer
the request pending additional
information regarding access
and sewer accessibility to the
site,” Martin said.

In the same meeting, Price
defended the project to the
committee.

We’re basically
taking the plan
and starting from
scratch. There is no
timeline right now,
but we will look
at everything and
re-evaluate. Right
now, we’re looking
at using the same
entry point but will
consider different
property zones.
“The project covers 98 acres
in total, 35.7 acres is community
space,” he said. “That’s creek

areas,
buffers,
community
space and playgrounds. Almost
40 percent of this development
is community space, which I
think is positive.”
At the end of the Aug.
10 meeting, the applicant
requested a deferral, meaning
that another meeting would
take place on Sept. 14 to look
at the proposal again. However,
in a recent interview with Mike
Price, he confirmed that the
company would be withdrawing the application.
“We’re basically taking the
plan and starting from scratch,”
he said. “There is no timeline
right now, but we will look at
everything and re-evaluate.
Right now, we’re looking at
using the same entry point but
will consider different property
zones.”

Master site plan for the single-family residential Planned Unit Development (PUD). As of now the proposal has been withdrawn.
Plans drawn by MAP engineers. Diagram from collegedaletn.gov.

SPORTS
Intramurals ramp up,
adjust to COVID-19
precautions

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Xavier Snyder
Contributor
Intramural softball is now at
the halfway point, and teams are
beginning to find their rhythms
during this unusual season. The
COVID-19 pandemic did not
cancel the season, but it did
create a series of rules and regulations to help protect players
from possible exposure. Team
players are required to wear
their masks when in the dugout and are required to socially
distance-- although players that
are on the field are exempt from
the mask rule. The Southern
intramurals program has taken
necessary precautions to allow
this season to take place. And,
so far, students seem to be
adapting well.
“Sometimes, it can feel like an
inconvenience. But at the end of
the day, we are just glad to be
out here playing softball still,”
said Aden Sikes, sophomore
math education major.
Despite these changes, a
number of teams seem to have
adjusted and continue to play
well across the board. In the
women’s softball league, both
the Southern Breeze and Lucky
13 2.0 are leading in the standings. Team SOS trails these two
teams, but still has a chance to
win and move up.

NFL kicks into gear: an
overview of the first week

In men’s softball, A-League
only saw four teams sign up
this year, but there has been no
shortage of excitement between
them. At the time of writing, Los
Bandidos has a strong lead over
the other teams in the standings while currently remaining
undefeated. Behind them is
Keeping Softball Great Again,
followed by Average Joe’s and
Old School.

Sometimes, it
can feel like an
inconvenience.
But at the end of
the day, we are
just glad to be out
here playing softball still.

In contrast, B-League Men’s
softball has seen 12 teams sign
up this season, creating the
need to split the teams between
an East and West division. In
the East, the Rich Athletes and
Who’s on First lead, while in the
West, Dingers Only leads with
five other teams closely tied for
second. All-night softball is still
planned for September 26th,
and will be held on campus this
year.

That’s right football fans, the
NFL is back! Week 1 of football has just begun, and with it
come answers to many questions about how the season will
unfold. During the off-season,
we saw some big names sign to
new teams, with two of the most
notable being Cam Newton, former Carolina Panther now New
England Patriot, and Tom Brady,
the long-time New England
mainstay now as a Tampa Bay
Buccaneer.
Cam Newton should be
fine as the new star QB for
Bill Belichick. If we know anything by now, it’s that Belichick

can work with just about anyone to be a contender for the
Superbowl. On the other hand,
Tom Brady has a lot to prove in
Tampa Bay. He has been gifted
with a lot of offensive talent. But
will that be enough for a proven
yet aging QB?
Last Sunday was filled with
upsets. The Eagles, which just
two years ago won a Superbowl,
lost to the still-to-be-named
Washington Football team. The
Eagles have some work to do to
take the division. Another surprising loss was taken by the
49ers who were a heavy favorite going into Sunday’s game.

Last year the 49ers were up 20
to 10 on the Chiefs in the Super
Bowl before letting Patrick
Mahomes score 21 unanswered
points in the fourth quarter. The
Cardinals were in last place last
season.
Understandably, there is a lot
of rust from all of the teams.
This can be partially attributed
to the fact that players could
not begin normal practices due
to COVID-19 until way later in
the year. It’s still just Week 1, but
expect teams to begin improving and looking like their normal selves. Just remember not
to underestimate the underdog.
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OPINION

Does Southern’s dress code need a change?
The right to self-expression
without sexualization

A stepping stool to
professionalism

Luisa Macena
Contributor

Marisa Negron
Contributor

Southern’s current dress
code is based on a conservative ideology, which is understandable considering the ideologies of Southern’s founders
and many donors. To follow
the dress code is to respect
their ideas and ways of living.
However, it is necessary to
understand that this is a new
generation that grew up differently than those before us.
We shouldn’t be so strict
with dress code because it perpetuates rape culture. I have
personally
witnessed
that
most professors and deans are
more strict about dress codes
with girls than with boys. I
grew up hearing teachers say
that we shouldn’t distract boys
from their education, but that
just tells us that our education
doesn’t matter. All the dress
code has done is promote the
objectification and sexualization of women and blame the
person wearing the clothes for
the onlooker’s perception and
actions.
If we, as a community, are
so worried about a boy’s attention in school when a girl is
wearing a skirt that’s just a little too short, why are we allowing them to drive? How can
they focus on the road when
there are women on billboards
wearing short dresses and lingerie? It should be considered
a public safety hazard, but it’s
not.
I feel certain items on the

dress code should be taken
away. Yet, we shouldn’t get rid
of it all. We should be allowed
to wear what we want without
being punished or criticized
for our choices. Clothing is a
way of self-expression and we
should be able to have fun in

choosing the colors and styles
of our clothes. If my skirt is a
bit above my knees, I should
be allowed to wear it. And no
one should be sexualizing my
body for the items I choose to
wear.

Growing up in an Adventist
family and attending Adventist
schools exclusively up through
college, I always had a dress
code. Until college, I always
had a uniform to wear, which
I hated then. Looking back, I
now realize it was the school’s
way of blurring the lines
between rich and poor students.
Of course, my high school
held the students to a certain
standard. So, when I got to
Southern Adventist University,
I actually appreciated the ability for students to express
themselves a little more freely
with what they wore instead of
having to wear monotonous
uniforms.

A dress code
that encourages
us to dress modestly prepares us
for what will be an
expectation later
in our careers.
Although Southern has
rules and regulations that
seem, at times, a little inexplicable, I believe that the dress
code overall is a positive thing
for the university. We, as students, are not going to be in
school for the rest of our lives
and will someday have to face
the professional world. A dress
code that encourages us to
dress modestly prepares us

for what will be an expectation
later in our careers.
Yes, casual dress is becoming more and more prevalent
in businesses like ones geared
toward creative work environments. However, in this case,
I would say it is better to be
safe than sorry. Dressing professionally in college will build
the habit early on.
A dress code can be defined
as a boundary, and I believe
boundaries are made to be
pushed. If the dress code is set
at a more modest level, then
those who choose to cross the
lines are still going to be within
the lines of modesty.
For example, Southern’s
handbook states that ripped
jeans and jewelry are not
technically permitted, but not
outright banned either. Some
faculty and staff will not tell a
student to remove such articles of clothing if he or she
wears it to class. If Southern’s
dress code was more lenient,
the boundaries would be even
closer to immodesty. The lines
would be crossed, and students would ultimately show
up to class in short shorts and
crop tops. Therefore, I believe
the dress code is lenient
enough to allow for individuality, but strict enough to teach
students professionalism.

RELIGION
Painful reminders of Earth, small glimpses of Heaven: The
now and the not yet
David Wolf
Contributor
I’m going to be honest right
from the beginning. I’ve been a
bit of an emotional mess during
these last couple of weeks. Even
now, as I listen to the peaceful
sounds of crickets outside my
open window, I feel this tension
in my chest. It feels heavy and
achy, but it also feels hopeful
and warm. I’ve been feeling this
way since I returned to campus
several weeks ago.
As a returning student, I
can’t help but see campus life
through the eyes of what used
to be. In some ways, it feels
like I’m seeing double. I see the
mostly empty cafeteria in sharp
contrast to the packed place I
once knew. The smiles I used
to see on the promenade are
now hidden behind masks, and
the only indication of emotion
is expressed in eyes, postures
and voices. The singing, hugs
and closeness I experienced
last year are currently postponed as we all work together
to protect each other from a
virus that has taken way too
many lives. My heart aches and
is heavy as I see daily reminders of how different this current season is. I’m constantly
reminded of the now.
Yet, my heart is also hopeful
and warm because I continue
seeing little glimpses of Heaven.
It’s in the golden sunrise and
the purple sunset. It’s in the
gentle breeze that’s currently
blowing through my window as
the crickets sing their song. It’s
in the smiling eyes of someone
studying with me in the library,
and it’s in the raw and honest
stories of how God has been
beautifully breaking, molding
and reshaping the lives of my
friends during this season. It’s
in these moments that I catch
glimpses of Heaven, somehow
shining into this earthly space.

These moments remind me of
the not yet.
Friend, doesn’t Jesus feel this
too? His eagerly anticipated
heavenly reunion with hugs and
closeness has been delayed,
and His desire for harmony and
perfect peace is daily disrupted
by a virus of sin and an earthly
quarantine. Our God feels the
hate, sorrow, joy and laughter
that are all running parallel in
this time of tension. Each feeling is a constant reminder of
the now and a gentle whisper of
the not yet.
Inside of this place and amid
this tension, Jesus stoops low
and sits on my level. He joins
me on the floor of my heart and
says, “I’m hurting too.”
God can meet me in this place
because He has felt what I am
feeling—and on a much grander
scale than I could ever imagine.
Jesus created this world, died to
save it and then daily engages
in our spaces of joy and pain
because He believes pursuing
us is worth it. He knows that the
current reality, filled with small
glimpses of Heaven and painful reminders of Earth, is but a
small moment in comparison
with what is to come.
He sees you, friend. Jesus
chose to make His home in
our humanity. He’s sitting with
you when you hit rock bottom,
when the now seems overwhelming. He’s standing beside
you on the mountain when you
catch a holy glimpse of what
is to come. I invite you to join
me in embracing this beautiful
tension. There is beauty in the
humanness of the now and in
the glory of the not yet.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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Getting back to the basics: Seven tips to pursue a
healthier lifestyle
Alexandra Lang
Contributor
As Seventh-day Adventists,
we have a unique message of
leading a holistic lifestyle that
can be more than passively
part of our identity—it can be
actively lived out.
Deuteronomy 6:5 says to “love
the Lord with all your heart, soul,
and strength.” The word for
strength here translates more
accurately as “very” or “much.”
Basically, we should love God
with all our being, using every
possibility, capacity and opportunity we have to serve and
honor Him.

There is a massive amount of
advice and opinions out there. I
encourage you to
not be afraid of
trying things and
putting ideas to
the test!

millions of people in the world
live without access to clean
water, adequate nutrition and
proper health education. Not
only that. Our society’s standards of beauty and strength
often distract us from nurturing the health of our minds and
souls as much as our bodies.
I want to share some practical tips with you that I’ve
found helpful in my pursuit of
a healthy lifestyle. There are
massive amounts of advice and
opinions out there. I encourage you to not be afraid of trying things and putting ideas to
the test! I believe that when it
comes to health, there is a lot
we can do to get back to the
basics:

Water
Drink at least half your
body weight in ounces every
d a y. _P r e l o a d _ m e a l s _ w i t h _
water_instead_of_drinking_
during meals. Drink water
instead of snacking.

To me, the pursuit of optimal
health is important in helping
serve God and loving others as
I can, with a fullness of energy
and vigor.
Health has always been a big
passion of mine. I was blessed
to grow up in a home where
healthy eating and physical
activity were valued and prioritized. Like most of us, though,
I often take my health for
granted. It’s easy to forget that

Whole foods
Eat foods in their unpro(e.g. an apple instead of apple
juice, or oatmeal instead of dry
cereal).

Keep moving
In

-

day (e.g. squats in the bathroom, push-ups or jumping
jacks as a study break, parking
farther away or standing up
while studying).

Front-load your calories
You’ve probably heard the
phrase “breakfast like a king,
lunch like a prince, dinner like
a pauper.” Calories eaten in the
morning burn more easily than
calories eaten at night. Not only
that, but a light dinner will help
you sleep better.

Eat mindfully
This means putting away the
screens and being intentional
about enjoying meals and people you’re with.

Walking
Low
the body burn more fat at rest.
Fifteen minutes of walking or
ing at all!

Laughter
It’s a sign that you aren’t taking life too seriously.
I hope this has inspired you
to keep walking towards the
healthiest version of yourself!

keep moving throughout the

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Natalie Hutchins

Emmanuel Marte

Joel Guerra @j8war
Theo majors are just Public Relation majors that study their Bible

Luis Moreno @realluism
Already failed week one of Fit for Hire

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
No one:
Nursing students after tests: alright, time to cry

itsnatalie_h birthday love #SAUlife

Trisney Bocala

_.emmanual_ southern sunsets #SAUlife

Aimee Anunciacion

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever
Tell me why there is someone on campus driving a
Tesla Model 3 and I’m driving a Honda Tesla 2007

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
I’m friends with the stray cat that lives in village … Well it looked at
me when I said pspspsps … So basically bffs

trisneyyy smiling through september #SAUlife

Congratulations @i_l_r_s! Come
pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Byron Montenegro

aiancn happy me ft the wristband of the day
:-) #SAUlife

Leah Lauzon

Kevin is hungry after a busy week of
classes, so he is going out for some
sandwiches this weekend. Find him in
this issue to recieve a,

$10 Firehouse
Subs Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with
a photo of where Kevin is hiding in
this issue for a chance to win!
byron_moontenegro ft my girls watch
#SAUlife

leahlasagna Wear a mask please!! #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER
SA Announcements
ATTENTION SENIORS: Seniors, your senior portraits are coming up! They
will be held in the Sherrie Norton Room, located in the Student Center,
on Tuesday and Wednesday, September 15 and 16, from 12:00-5:00 PM.

Today 16
66-75

If you want your Senior portrait in the yearbook, make sure to be there.
Bring a pen! It is not by appointment so, first come, first serve!

11:00 a.m. – Senior Portraits, Sherrie
Norton Room

Check out our new website!

Thursday 17
Friday 18
57-76

12:00 p.m. - Deadline for Graduation
Contracts for December/May Graduation
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers
7:42 p.m. – Sunset

Sunday 20
51-78

9:00 a.m. – Ocoee Rafting Trip

11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations
1:00 p.m. – ACT Exam
5:30 p.m. – Student Organization President’s Orientation

Saturday

www.southern-accent.org
64-75

19

55-76
Flag Football Sign-Ups begin
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Outdoor Family Sabbath School,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, facebook.com/theexperiencecollegedale/
11:30 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream & Live in Church
7:30 p.m. – Evensong
7:41 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – SA Event: Moonlight Film Fest

Monday 21
Student Missions Emphasis Week
12:00 p.m. – Alumni Think Tank
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council

Tuesday 22
55-78

Student Missions Emphasis Week
12:00 p.m. – Student Organizations Advisors’
Meeting
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Hall Chapel

53-76

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|16

Fernandez

Calle Turk

Anna Bennethum

Rebecca Pierce

Monday |21

Noah Gloudeman

Lauren Powell

Corban Acker

Annie Jeong

Nathan Ray

Woobin Cho

Armando Nieves

Keyshma Theodule

Misael Iadisernia

Keelie Puckett

Josh Vollberg

Cindy Jumuad

Justin Ross

Joshua Yim

Judy Ornelas

Jomari Villoso

Saturday |19

Deepa Philipose

Dominik Werner

Sheryl Barreto Acuna

Lis Rosales

Thursday |17

Jennifer Castellon

Branyely Vega

Jared Chandler

Bradley Culpepper

Emmanuel Venegas

Emma Gibson

Myles Dean

Dominique Williams

Jamie Henderson

Lorie Godoy

Tuesday |22

Lucas Kim

Nick Gonzaga

Timothy Ashley

Nathalia Levterova

David Hernandez

Annah Brown

Daniel Marquez

Amanda Kalumbang

Katherine Chavez

Samuel Mora

Josiah Kumpel

Estefany Fernandez

Emily Parker

Allen Sangar

Lexi Gillard

Friday |18

James Sherard

Brittany Howard

David Alvarez

Jenn Walker

Patrick McGraw

Mia Chedalavada

Adhey Waworuntu

Zachariah Reich

Ana Guerrero

Amariah White

Brett Seasly

Angeline Harper

Sunday |20

Kimberly Sencial

Aron Mariano

Dulce Hernandez

Genesis Ventura

Adrian Morales-

Josh Tsai

Benya Wilson

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

Southern’s counseling program provides practical
knowledge combined with a highly-supervised
clinical experience.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Hybrid classes support your work-life balance.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs in Clinical Mental
Health Counseling and School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical knowledge and
clinical experience.
Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will be grounded in
Christian principles and designed to prepare you for work
in a variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Student
enrollment
higher
than
predicted
for Fall
2020

Some RAs and housekeepers desire
pay similar to health screeners’

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
In March, Southern Adventist University students were
forced to evacuate campus and
transition to distance learning due to the rapid spread of
COVID-19 across the United
States. Because of changes
and concerns related to the
pandemic, Southern administration feared a possible drop
in enrollment.
Doug Frood, executive director of budgeting, said that
enrollment projections for
returning students for the Fall
2020 semester were exceeded.
In total, 2,730 students are
enrolled for the fall.
In an email to employees,
President David Smith highlighted the positive results at a
time of societal upheaval.
“Given the more catastrophic
scenarios we considered, we
should each praise God for an
enrollment result that allows
us to vigorously pursue our
mission with our full workforce
intact,” he wrote. “Though we
still have budgetary issues to
address, we should praise the
Lord for the wonderful student body with which God has
See ENROLLMENT on page 3

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
Over the summer, some Southern Adventist University students
began working as daily health
assessment workers. According
to Editorial Manager for Marketing and University Relations
Janell Hullquist, a special task
force of campus leaders—including medical personnel—established this new job alongside the
Daily Health Assessment when
campus began to reopen in July.
This_new_safety_measure
requires students, staff and visitors who wish to enter campus
buildings or participate in activities to take an online health
survey and report to a temperature check station each day. The
health assessment workers,
commonly referred to as health

Though some
students have
referred to the pay
health screeners
receive as “hazard
pay,” that is not
true, according to
Hullquist.
screeners, work at these stations.
Some student workers have
complained that their pay rates
should be closer, equal to or
even higher than the health
screeners’_because_they_are
working_what_they_consider
to be more hazardous jobs on
campus. Though the Southern
Accent attempted to learn the

McKee Library celebrates
50th Anniversary, prepares
for new renovations

Left: Construction for Mckee Library begins. Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations.
Right: Mckee Library today. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Estefania Sanchez
Lead Reporter
This year marks the 50th anniversary_of_the_McKee_Library._
To_commemorate_its_grand
opening_on_Thursday,_Sept.
24, 1970, McKee Library Director Deyse Bravo said librarians
have something special planned
for students on Thursday, the
library’s anniversary.
Bravo said there are eight banners being displayed on the main
floor of the library exploring its
rich history of growth and innovation on Southern’s campus.
“We encourage everyone to
visit the library [and] view these
banners, which will be up all
year long,” Bravo said.

To commemorate
the library’s grand
opening on Thursday,
Sept. 24, 1970, Bravo
said McKee librarians have something
special planned for
students on Thursday,
the library’s
anniversary.
Additionally, she said there
will be large celebratory banners hanging from above the
library entrance.
Due to the effects of COVID19, the library will not be able
to hold a convocation as it had

originally planned. Instead, it
will have individually wrapped
treats for all students who visit
the library on that day. Students can also participate in a
scavenger hunt throughout the
week leading up to the celebration. Anyone who completes
the hunt will be entered to win
a $50 Amazon gift card.
The celebration will continue into October, with the
l i b r a r y _h o s t i n g _a n _e v e n t
d u r i n g _t h i s _y e a r 's _ v i r t u a l _
Homecoming Weekend.
“This event, co-hosted by the
Southern Scholars, will take
See ANNIVERSARY on page 3

pay rates of certain positions,
Hullquist_said_administration
cannot comment on how much
any individual earns on campus.
However,_some_students
shared their own wages. According to senior nursing major
Joanna Choi, her pay rate as a
health screener is $10 per hour.
Her fellow health screener,
freshman nursing major Rachel
Helm, stated that she is making
$9.25 per hour.
Though some students have
referred to the pay health screeners receive as “hazard pay,” that is
not true, according to Hullquist.
“The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines ‘hazard pay’ as ‘extra
money that someone is paid for
doing work that is dangerous,’”

Hullquist said. “Students are not
being placed in campus jobs that
would meet this definition. There
are many factors that impact student pay rates for any campus
job. Class standing, experience,
level of responsibility and difficulty of filling a vital position are
just a few examples.”
According to an email from
Associate_Vice_President_for
H u m a n _ R e s o u rc e s _ B re n d a
Flores-Lopez, the COVID-19 pandemic presented challenges that
required the university to make
decisions that allowed for an
“effective, responsible and feasible” reopening of campus.
“On the topic of compensaSee PAY on page 3

APF chapter sheds light
on Matthew Rushin case
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
On Sept. 29, members of the
Adventist Peace Fellowship (APF)
Southern Chapter will demonstrate on campus on behalf
of Matthew Rushin, a young,
Black autistic male serving a
10 year-sentence following his
involvement in a serious car
crash back in 2019. The chapter is designating the date as
“Matthew Rushin Day” to bring
awareness to those who may
not be familiar with his story.

So many people with autism
get entirely overlooked constantly.
It’s a spectrum
that we don’t
understand, or
many others [may]
not understand.
According to The Washington
Post, the 21-year old Virginia
Beach native and college student was given a 50-year sentence after he was involved in
a car crash that left a man seriously injured. Rushin’s sentence
has now been reduced to 10
years; however his family and
autism activists are still advocating for justice, claiming he did
not intend to hurt anyone.
APF had its first meeting
on Sept. 17, and the story of

Rushin was shared with current
members.
“I hadn’t heard about Matthew
Rushin’s story before,” said Lesieli Savelio, a freshman psychology-industrial/organization major
and current member of APF. “I
joined [APF] because I like what
they stand for and how they
want to fight for what is right.”
Elise_Deschamps,_a_junior
public relations major and fellow Virginia Beach native, knew
Rushin through mutual friends.
She said she met him during
her_freshman_year_of_high
school and had him as a friend
on Snapchat for a while.
“He is super outgoing and
super kind,” Deschamps said.
“I had a few conversations with
him about progressive fashion
and unfair gender roles and
what not. From what I remember, he definitely struggled with
anxiety and depression. We
hadn’t spoken in a really long
time when I heard about his
case. I hate to say that I had no
clue that no justice had been
served until the case started
trending on social media.”
When asked why APF chose
to_cover_this_story,_Shayla
Moguel-Coronel, a sophomore
international development studies major and vice president of
APF, said a lot of the cases the
See RUSHIN on page 2
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School of Music
works on plan for
future performances

RUSHIN

continued from page 1
chapter has analyzed have been
ones related to first responders
and how they handle mental
health issues.
“A lot of cases that we’ve been
looking at have to do with how
first responders would respond
to problems that are more psychological,”_Moguel-Coronel
said. “And they [may] not be well
trained in those areas. So, with
people who are dealing with
specific episodes and police not
[knowing] how to react well, it
can lead to unfair court cases
and unfair judgement.”
According to the Centers for
Disease Control’s Autism and
Developmental_ Disabilities
Monitoring_(ADDM)_Network,
approximately_one_in_59_chil-

dren in the United States have
been identified as being on the
autism spectrum.
“So many people with autism
get entirely overlooked constantly,” said Isabella Eklund, a
sophomore social work major
and president of APF. “It’s a spectrum that we don’t understand,
or many others [may] not understand. And media outlets that
we found when we were looking
to understand more of [Rushin’s]
case totally ignored the fact that
he was suffering from PTSD from
a prior accident that left him in a
coma for an entire week. Adventist Peace Fellowship’s goal is
to advocate and to also be a
resource of information so that
people can educate themselves
on current events and also have
a foundation and a group of
people that they know they can

trust and have this community
of love with them.”
Flyers_have_been_posted
around_campus_to_bring
awareness to the Rushin case,
and Eklund said APF members
will be passing out pamphlets
with QR codes and phone
numbers for students to call to
access information.
“This is not a club exclusive
event," Eklund said. "This is using
our resources to give Southern
more resources.”
Those_who_have_questions
about getting involved or want
more information can follow APF
on its Instagram account, @sau_
apf, or contact Eklund by email
at_ieklund@southern.edu_or
Moguel-Coronel at at mshayla@
southern.edu .

Josh Vollberg and Caitlin Jones wear masks as they practice for their
steel drum class. Photo courtesy by Xander Ordinola.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
As Southern Adventist University continues its fifth week of
classes, the Music Department
is still determining how to continue performances. Due to the
recent removal of both worship
and cultural credits, a major
incentive for students to attend
certain performances, organizers predict audiences may also
dwindle.
Ken Parsons, a professor in
the School of Music, said performances held this semester will
depend on the policy of the Collegedale Church of Seventh-day
Adventists.
“We're not really doing a lot,
partially because we don't know
what the church's policy is going
to be on allowing the public [into
the sanctuary],” Parsons said.
The Collegedale Church of Seventh-day Adventists restarted its
in-church services on Saturday,
Sept. 12, but has not released
any guidelines regarding public
performances.
However, practice has continued with 10 feet distancing for
the choir. Special masks have
been made for playing wind
instruments and the upcoming
Pops Concert will be held at
Goliath Wall.
According to Parsons, this is
why performances haven’t been
advertised. He said they will
be livestreamed so people can
tune in and listen. However, he
also realizes that some students
may not do that because there
isn’t credit.
“I think [that only] students
who have a genuine interest will

take the time to do that,” Parsons said.
Junior music major Bailey Krall
said she thinks seniors in her
department will be affected the
most because only faculty and
family will be allowed to attend
their recitals.

We're not really
doing a lot, partially because we
don't know what
the church's policy is going to be
on allowing the
public [into the
sanctuary].
“Your senior recital is kind
of like the culmination of your
whole experience at Southern,”
Krall said. “And not even just at
Southern, but the years that
you've spent practicing and preparing…We really put a lot of
time into practicing and preparing, and it's really special to be
able to share it.”
Junior_music_major_Erica
Robinson said that while there
may be difficulties going forward, being able to still play
music is wonderful.
“I love that every day when
I come to the music building,
there's music coming from all
corners of the building," Robinson said. "It's one of the most
special feelings, and I'm very
happy to be back and happy that
we can make music together.”

Corrections and Clarification
The Southern Accent takes complaints about inaccuracy seriously.
To fix errors or misinformation, we will publish, with some limited
exceptions, corrections or clarifications. To report mistakes, email us at
accent@southern.edu or reach us through our social media accounts.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

APF members pray before starting their chapter's meeting. Photo courtesy by Xander Ordinola

Student-led SMARRT fund continues to
provide varied learning opportunities
amidst COVID-19

L-R: Garrett Barnes, Seth Creason, Miles Mitchell, Braam Oberholster, Alexis Schultz, Joshua Michalski and
Chris Won. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
The_Student_Managed
Asset_Risk_and_Return_Training (SMARRT) fund, a program
designed to help students analyze the stock market and understand the process of making real
investments, continued despite
COVID-19 shutting down in-person meetings in March.
“We kept pushing forward,”
said Southern alumnus Niraj
Patel, last year’s vice president
for economics for the SMARRT
fund team. “We had weekly
meetings via Zoom with the team
and faculty advisors and kept
moving to finish our research
so that the new upcoming team
(now current) would have a nice
cushion to work from.”
Patel was responsible for looking into current economic events
and_determining_how_those
events would affect the team’s
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portfolio of potential investments. The team observed many
trends such as interest rates,
unemployment rates and the
gross domestic product (GDP).
Then, they created and reviewed
an economic report that helped
them make clearer decisions
about their investments.
“The student analysis reports
came out in April with recommendations for investments.
Towards the latter part of May,
investment
decisions
were
made,” said faculty advisor
Braam Oberholster. “The students were engaged way past
the close of school.”
According_to_Oberholster,
close to $500,000 was invested
in shares from different sectors of the economy. By the
end of August, the value of the
team’s investments was around
$562,000 to $563,000.
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However, the SMARRT fund
teaches more than just stock
analysis and investment strategy.
“SMARRT has taught me a
lot about how to create a brand
from scratch,” said Alexis Schultz,
a senior business administration
major and SMARRT fund’s current vice president for marketing.
“This included creating platforms,
designing a logo and onboarding
new recruits. It has helped me
increase my time management
and communication skills.”
Students are not paid for
being on the team, but they still
dedicate their time to learning
and keeping the project going.
“The students are putting
[in] a lot of extra effort—hours,
hours every week,” Oberholster
said. “The students have made
good decisions.”
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place Friday, Oct. 30, and will
feature [alumnus and Southern
Scholar] Zane Yi, who will present a talk titled Empowered by
Knowledge,” Bravo said.
In addition to celebrating its
50th anniversary, the library

replaced its original windows.
This past summer, the 50-yearold windows were replaced
with modern, energy efficient
upgrades. According to Bravo,
along with these changes, the
library is scheduled to undergo
an exterior facelift that will
modernize the aesthetics of the

building. This process is scheduled to begin May 2021.
While COVID-19 has greatly
changed accessibility to the
library, Bravo wants students
to know the library is ready to
help them no matter what the
circumstance.
“We can help you with your

Scan the QR to read the Southern
Accent's 1969 and 1970 coverage
of Mckee Library's construction
and grand opening.

Construction of Mckee Library prior to the opening on September 24, 1970.
Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations Department.

PAY

continued from page 1
tion for certain jobs that have
developed as a result of COVID19, readers should know that
Southern evaluated needs carefully and made decisions, taking
into consideration safety, longterm feasibility and finances,
which included the importance
of remaining consistent with our
student employment pay structure,” Flores-Lopez wrote.
Still, some Southern students
believe their jobs could now be
considered dangerous due to
COVID-19 and wish their pay
were more similar to that of the
health screeners.
Senior nursing major Stephanie Trinidad works as a residential assistant (RA) in the Southern
Village. According to Trinidad, her
pay rate as an RA began at $8.25
per hour and has increased by 25
cents each year she has worked
as an RA.
“I really think we should get

a pay rate similar to the health
screeners,” Trinidad said. “I feel
like we have more exposure to
COVID because when we walk
into these people’s homes, none
of them are wearing masks.”
Trinidad added that she is
afraid of catching COVID-19 when
she does night checks because
she does not know where anyone
has been or how many people
they have interacted with.

Just because the
RA position wasn’t
created as a result
of COVID doesn’t
mean that there
aren’t risks
involved.
Junior public relations and
graphic design major Camryn
Clark works as an RA in Thatcher
Hall. She also said RAs should
make the same pay as the health
screeners. From Clark’s perspec-

research through one-on-one
research_coaching_appointments,_our_‘Ask_a_Librarian’
system and even chat,” Bravo
said.“Please take advantage of
our plethora of resources.”

tive, RAs have an increased risk of
coming in contact with COVID-19
because they are required to perform many social tasks including
night checks, interacting with
other RAs, going to worships and
working at the front desk.
“Just because the RA position
wasn’t created as a result of
COVID doesn’t mean that there
aren’t risks involved,” Clark said.
Another risk that RAs face,
according to Associate Dean of
Men John Sager, is checking with
students who are not wearing
masks during a fire drill. However, Sager has not yet heard any
complaints from RAs concerning
their pay this semester.
Similarly,_housekeeping supervisor Amy DeWind has not
heard complaints from her
staff. According to housekeeping employee Cierra Dabney,
DeWind and Talge housekeeping supervisor Jenny Spicer are
“really good bosses who are
always willing to make situations

easier and more comfortable.”
Still, from Dabney’s perspective, housekeepers have always
been underpaid, and this problem has worsened with COVID19. She said that housekeeping is
a physically demanding job and
workers make contact with many
people and their trash.
According to Dabney, some
student workers in Talge Hall
sanitize the downstairs quarantine halls.
“When it comes to putting our
lives at risk, we should be making
way more than the minimum,”
Dabney said.
According to Hullquist, Human
Resources generally does not
share wage information with
anyone other than the employee.
However, Hullquist said that due
to the various factors that contribute to a student’s pay rate, an
‘average pay rate’ could be calculated in various different ways.

ENROLLMENT
continued from page 1

blessed us and our ongoing
financial stability.”
In later communication with
the Accent, the President’s Cabinet explained that this is an
unusual year, which makes it
difficult to measure enrollment
by the usual metrics.
On a nationwide scale, it was
predicted that colleges would
lose a large portion of their
enrollment. In an article about
a survey conducted by Inside
Higher Ed, Scott Jaschik wrote
that_four-year _institutions
could see a drop of up to 20
percent in enrollment. The survey also concluded that while
some students said they would
not be returning to on-campus
learning, many of those students were equally unsatisfied
with online learning. Alternative plans such as gap years
and hybrid learning were also
evaluated, with popularity rising for both of those options.
Michael_T._Nietzal,_a_contributor_to_Forbes_magazine,
wrote_that_enrollment_has
increased across the country
despite the current COVID-19
pandemic. Online learning has
become even more prevalent,
with many students opting to
take college courses all-online.
Undergraduate enrollment in
both public and private nonprofit four-year colleges was
driven by students aged 18-20,
and by high school dual enrollees, with 8 percent and 17
percent growth, respectively
(Source: Forbes).
“ We’re_doing_things_that
nobody_has_a_roadmap_for,”
Frood said. “But I think in our
leadership, everybody has done
a terrific job to figure it out.”

SPORTS

And then there were four

NFL week 2 rounds
out in style
Xavier Snyder
Contributor

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
In the West, it’s down to just
the Denver Nuggets and the L.A.
Lakers. The Nuggets are coming off an impressive comeback
against the Clippers who had a
3-1 lead in the series. For most
of the playoffs the Nuggets have
been written off but Nikola Jokic
and Jamal Murray have shown
that no matter how many games
they are down they can regain
focus and come back. The Lakers,
except for just two games, have
dominated the competition.
The Lakers came to play for
the first two games of the series
taking a two-game lead on the
Nuggets.

Don’t be shocked if the Nuggets hoist a comeback later in
the series. If we have learned
anything about the Nuggets this
year it's to not underestimate
their ability to close a fight.
In the East, it’s down to the
Miami Heat and the Boston Celtics. Miami has been dominant so
far in the playoffs. Going into the
Eastern Conference finals the
Heat had only lost one game.
Boston, on the other hand, had
a few struggles. Having to go
to game seven with the Toronto
Raptors, the Celtics had some
wondering if they are ready to
make it to the finals. Right off
the bat, the Celtics looked like

Miami has been
dominant so far in the
playoffs. Going into
the Eastern Conference
finals the Heat had only
lost one game.
the ones on fire. They played
great in the first half of game
one, but then choked the third
quarter, giving the game to the
Heat. Game two went the same
way, and the Celtics needed to
answer in game three. And they
did. Never trailing, the Celtics
were able to cool off the Heat
a little and give themselves a
chance to try and tie up the
series before it’s too late.

Week 2 of the NFL kicked
off with very few fans at Paul
Brown Stadium to watch Browns
vs._Bengals._On_
Thursday
Night Football, the Baker Mayfield-led Browns took the win
by five points, but rookie Bengals QB Joe Burrow also played
extremely well with 316 yards
and three touchdowns on the
night. The Bengals were only an
onside kick recovery away from
possibly coming back.

As it turned out,
29-10 was not too
different from 21-3,
and the Cowboys
were able to come
back and win the
game by a field goal.
On Sunday, teams like the
Steelers and Titans were able
to win to go to 2-0. In Chicago,
the Bears’ defense bailed out
Mitch Trubisky’s inconsistencies.
In Green Bay, the Packers won
big against the Detroit Lions.

Also among those winning big
in Week 2 were the 49ers, Rams
and Ravens, winning by an average of 18 points between those
three games.
Week 2 saw a few close games
as well. The Chiefs managed to
win by a field goal in Los Angeles.
In this game, the Chargers had a
chance to score first in OT, but
the Chiefs were the ones to finish the game off. Another great
game to watch was the Falcons
vs. Cowboys. Dallas started the
game with three fumbles in the
first half while Atlanta enjoyed
a lead of 29-10. As it turned out,
29-10 was not too different from
21-3, and the Cowboys were able
to come back and win the game
by a field goal.
The Patriots and Seahawks
put on a very entertaining show
on Sunday night, with Seattle’s
defense preventing Cam Newton from scoring a game-winning touchdown with no time
left. Also, among those winning
in Week 2 were the Bucs, Bills,
Colts and Cardinals.

Teams compete for spots in MLB 2020 playoffs
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The MLB season has reached
its final week with between 6
to 10 games left, depending
on the team. There are a number of things to look for as the
COVID-19 shortened season
comes to a close.
Playoff races are heating up.
The Braves, Marlins and Phillies

are all within striking distance of
winning the NL East. The Cubs,
Cardinals, Reds and Brewers
could all take the NL Central
crown. In the NL West, the San
Diego Padres could be the first
team since the San Francisco
Giants in 2012 to beat the Dodgers for the division title.
In the AL East, it’s going to

If Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts
takes home MVP,
he’ll be the second
player ever to win in
both leagues.

come down to the Tampa Bay
Rays and the New York Yankees, who are just within striking distance. The White Sox,
Indians and Twins are fighting
for the top spot.
The American League batting
title is something to watch. If
Yankees infielder DJ LeMahieu
beats out White Sox shortstop

Tim Anderson, he will become
the first player to win the batting title in both leagues. In the
National League, if Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts takes home
MVP, he’ll be the second player
ever to win in both leagues.
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Moonlight
Film Fest

Sonia Joy, Josh Perez, Bryant Oei, Marco Swaisgood, Byron Montenegro, Jaira Luna, Sam Kumendong and
Natasya Panjaitan. Photo by Rence Arroyo.

Hannah Moyer takes students' pictures in the photo booth.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Southern couple waits their turn for the photo booth. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Sam Oliveira and Jasmin Mendez hand out Clumpies gift cards. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Cameron Gustman answers questions about his movie, "This Old Dog."
His short film took the first place prize in this Saturday's events.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Crowds watches the short film "Melodia," produced by film production junior Evelin Velinova. Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
2020 Elections: Collegedale Commissioner Candidate Profiles
Aubri Dancek and Bailey DuBose
Lead Reporter and Collegedale News Editor
In the upcoming Nov. 3 general election, three Collegedale
Commissioner seats are up for
grabs. According to the City of
Collegedale website, five commissioners are elected to staggered four-year terms. After

the commissioners are elected,
the mayor and vice mayor are
chosen by the commissioners
rather than the citizens. The
responsibilities for the commissioners include voting on city
ordinances and resolutions.

This year, there are seven candidates running for Collegedale
Commission._Each_candidate
was asked a series of questions
by the Southern Accent and the
information below was provided by them.

To_register_to_vote_and_to
learn more about this year’s election,_visit_the_Hamilton County_
Election_Committee’s_website_
at_Elect.HamiltonTN.gov.

Alexander Brown
As commissioner, Brown
wants to focus on economic
growth opportunities. Brown
believes that new generational
leadership is needed to make
Collegedale more beautiful.
“I trust that by undertaking
infrastructure improvements,
expansion of the Greenway,

by keeping taxes and our
building codes at a reasonable
level, using green technology,
and by ongoing beautification projects we can attract
new businesses to bring jobs
and services that enhance
our entire community,” Brown
said.

Chris Twombley
Chris Twombley has been the
director of information technology at Girls Preparatory
School for the past year, he
also volunteers as an advanced
EMT for the Tri-County Fire
Department. Twombley was
raised in Collegedale and wants
to use his talents to bring trans-

parency and accountability to
the city’s leadership.
If elected, Twombley wants
to focus on increasing business
development by incentivizing
developers based on a location’s occupancy and image
compliance.
“Empty buildings detract more

than they contribute,” Twombley
said. “Without guided development, we will be overshadowed
by the surrounding communities and eventually lost. Growth
is inevitable, but we can guide
it to ensure its direction without losing our identity.”

Debbie Baker
Current Collegedale Commissioner, Debbie Baker is
employed with the Dalton Public School System and has
lived in Collegedale since July
1999. She has served as president of the James County
Historical Society and on the
board of Children’s Rights and

Concern Initiative.
Baker has worked with commissioners and city managers
to promote parks and recreation and served Collegedale
through numerous volunteer
opportunities. She hopes to
continue to use her knowledge
and wisdom earned from life

experiences to help the citizens of Collegedale.
“I would like to have the
opportunity to serve another
term as one of our commissioners and continue to be a
strong voice for the people of
Collegedale,” Baker said.

Johnnie Hoskins
Johnnie Hoskins has been a
resident of Collegedale since
2013 and works in the planning
department of a local trucking
company. Hoskins and his wife,
Ashley, have been involved with
the Tri-Community Volunteer
Fire Department since 2007.
Hoskins also has volunteered

with Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Chattanooga.
If elected, Hoskins wants to
add more parks in conjunction
with the Collegedale Tomorrow
Foundation and local donors,
expand the Greenway and create a bike sharing program with
docks throughout Collegedale.

“As a commissioner, I understand that my role will be that
of a legislator, to offer ideas,
to advise management and to
vote on budgets that support
important priorities,” Hoskins
said.

Katie Lamb
Current Collegedale Mayor
Katie Lamb has been a resident of Collegedale for 48
years. Lamb started teaching
nursing at Southern Adventist University in 1972 and
retired in 2006, having served
as assistant vice president for
academics and dean of the

graduate school.
In 2009, Lamb ran for city
commissioner to serve Collegedale because she had an
interest in politics and public
service. Her reason for pursuing another four years remains
the same.
“Collegedale is one of the

fastest growing and safest
cities in Tennessee,” Lamb
said. “It is important that this
growth is managed in such
a way that it doesn’t distract
from the natural beauty and
charm of the area.”

Matthew Sadler
Matthew Sadler has been a
lifetime resident of Hamilton
County and has lived in Collegedale since 2015. Sadler is
a radio network analyst for the
City of Chattanooga, working
in support of the Tennessee
Valley Regional Communications System.

Sadler always had an interest
in local politics. For 18 months,
he has regularly attended Collegedale commission meetings, workshops and planning
commission meetings.
If voted in, Sadler wants to
focus on transparency, honesty
and the city’s financial issues.

“I know that you can wait for
something to change, or you
can work to effect change, and
I decided to try to effect change
by running for the Commission,” Sadler said.

Tim Johnson
Current Collegedale Vice
Mayor Tim Johnson has lived in
Collegedale for over 20 years
along with his family. Johnson
works at Cigna as a national
accounts manager, he also has
served the community as an
advanced EMT since 1982.

If elected, Johnson would
enhance outdoor recreational
activities with local parks
spread out in the community,
add to the Greenway space and
build a community room at The
Commons.
“Over the next four years,

I would focus on these three
projects,” Johnson said. “I will
work with community leaders
seeking donations to assist in
funding these projects. We can
get this accomplished with my
help as a commissioner.”

Collegedale 2020 Commissioner Candidates

Alexander Brown is a realtor with Heritage Homes and
Lands and a third-generation
Collegedale_resident._Brown
has_served_on_the_Planning
Commission, Design and Review
Committee_ and_ Parks_ and
Recreation Advisory Board for
the City of Collegedale.
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OPINION

November election: To vote or not to vote?
Paula Macena
Opinion Editor
This
year’s
presidential
election has had intense and
world-changing events leading
up to it, and it seems that the
stakes are higher than ever.
Southern Adventist University
and many other colleges are
encouraging students to exercise their right to vote. However,
students continue to hold their
own opinions on the matter.
A recent poll performed on
the Accent’s Instagram account
asked “Will you be voting in this
year’s_presidential_election?”
Out of 233 students who voted,
191 voted yes while 42 voted no.
When asked why, many students pointed to our current
president, Donald Trump, as a
primary reason for why it’s so
urgent that everyone vote on
Nov. 3.

From the way
2020 has been
going, I think
Gen Z has started
to realize the
importance
of voting and
how much of a
difference our
votes could make.
“We literally can’t afford for
Trump to go through another
term,” said Yaretzy Almaraz, a
sophomore nursing major.
Others who responded in
favor of voting emphasized the
important role that young people play in politics, especially in
the election.
“I didn’t start thinking about

politics until this presidency,”
said Lila Odhiambo, a sophomore mass communication
major. “And I know for a fact
that I, and others in Gen Z,
have recognized that we need
change, and [that] our voices
matter. From the way 2020 has
been going, I think Gen Z has
started to realize the importance of voting and how much
of a difference our votes could
make.”
Forty-two students indicated
in the poll that they did not
intend on exercising their right
to vote in the upcoming election.
“Personally, I think that knowing where this country is heading based on the Bible, I should
just pray for God’s leading,
but I don’t have to vote,” said
Jeremiah Samuel, a senior theology major. “God is the One
who sets leaders up and takes
them down. I think I can be confident that He’ll put the person
who needs to be president in
office if I don’t vote. I’m not saying that voting is wrong or that
we as Adventists shouldn’t vote,
but I do think that we’re not
obligated to.”
Nov. 3 is coming up fast.
There are different sides to
every story, and the side you
choose in this one may decide
the fate for the entire country.
Whether you choose to vote or
not, we should all do our best
to educate ourselves and to
keep up with the relevant and
ever-changing political topics in
the United States.

RELIGION
God wants to answer your questions, just listen to your heart
Emily Rojas
Contributor
Sometimes it’s difficult to
hear God’s voice when there
are many other voices around
us. One of the worst feelings
is longing for God’s answer in
a particular situation, but not
seeming to receive one. I’ve
found myself trapped in this
cycle throughout my walk with
Christ. When a problem arose,
I’d turn to Christ. I would bring
my problem to Jesus, but He
wasn’t giving me an answer.
Hadn’t I done all I needed to
do?
There’s a danger that I may
be turning to Christ out of custom instead of belief in His
power. I’ve grown up doing
this. I’ve been told repeatedly
to pray. Naturally, it’s become
my first option, but I had to
take a minute to think about
this routine.

The world
wants to give us
answers to our
problems, but
it will not give
us the rest God
promises.
Although I was making
Jesus my first choice in adversity, I wasn’t making Him my
only choice. After praying for
an answer, I would use logic
to try and answer it myself. If
that didn’t suffice, I would seek
other people’s perspectives,
secretly hoping to hear a voice
that appealed to me. I would
ask Him for divine wisdom,
but instead of letting Him
answer, I would quickly turn
away. I wasn’t seeking God’s
will wholeheartedly.
Have you ever found yourself doing this? Maybe you’re
struggling to search for God
wholeheartedly in the same

way I did. It’s a good place to
be if you’ve acknowledged
this. Here are three steps that
God invites us to take in order
to sincerely seek His will.
The first step is an invitation
to surrender. Matthew 11:28
says, “Come to me all you who
are weary and burdened, and
I will give you rest.” I don’t
know about you, but choosing between decisions makes
me feel burdened. It overtakes
my thoughts, and as a result,
it distracts me from the rest of
my life.
God doesn’t want us to feel
overwhelmed by problems.
He asks us to surrender those
issues by giving them over to
Him completely! God wants to
work in our lives, but we need
to let go of the problem entirely
to let Him take control entirely.
The second step is an invitation to patience. In the college
culture, it seems that we are
constantly starting something
as we’re still finishing another.
We’re so used to the rush, but
God asks us to slow down.
Romans 12:12 says, “Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation,
be constant in prayer.”
When we hit a problem, it
can be our wish to move past
it as soon as possible. But by
inviting us to have patience,
God is asking us to learn to
trust His timing. Receiving
God’s answer can take as little as a second or as long as
many decades. As we practice
patience in our trials, we will
learn that God is answering
our prayers in the best possible
way at the best possible time.
Finally, in the third step, God
invites us to rest. 2 Corinthians
4:16 says, “Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for
I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will find rest for
your souls.” The unknown can
cause many people to worry.

This is why God longs to give
us knowledge that will provide
us with rest. The world wants
to give us answers to our problems, but it will not give us the
rest God promises. Accept His
invitation today by resting in
His word.
In order to hear God’s voice,
we must allow our will to die
and His plan to live within us.
We must seek Him with our

whole heart by giving up our
problems, patiently waiting for
His response and resting in
His knowledge.
Dear friend, God wants to
answer your questions. He
wants to lead you to the right
path. He wants to help you
make the right decision. He only
requires one thing: that you
seek Him with your whole heart.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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‘A succession of moments:’ The process of living
Saria Smith
Contributor
We should always be yearning to learn. This idea is simple
yet often lost in our minds.
Corita Kent, an American
Roman Catholic nun, explored
this idea in a way that should
be easily understood by all
people. Kent served her community through art, design
and education. She touched
on themes such as Christianity
and social justice in her work
throughout the 50s and 60s,
greatly inspired by Andy Warhol
and popular culture.
Within her fantastic works,
Kent created a comprehensive list titled, “Some Rules for
Students and Teachers.” It consists of 10 rules, plus one hint,
to assist and guide us through

the world of academia and life
as a whole.
This list considers the process of creation and the subsequent mindset that encourages_many_students_and
teachers to capitalize on their
college experience. Each rule
touches on its own valued
position. Through this list, Kent
impresses on our minds the
idea of thoughtfulness. Even
more so, to be intentional by
putting our all into academia,
knowledge and skill.
The world of academia is here
to grow minds and allow for the
fortification of knowledge and
spirit. Yet, too often our drive
is trampled by fear, insecurity
and sleep deprivation.

This list calls us to trust and
expect the most from those
who teach us and to do the
same for ourselves. Like rule
six states, nothing is a mistake.
Yet self-doubt is often the factor that leads directly to fault
and creates an unwillingness
to even try.
Rule seven presents us with
a direct challenge: work. Many
people wish to get by with
minimal effort. However, Kent
claims that we ought to strive
not only to make it through,
but to thrive. Be everywhere
and do everything as much as
possible!
College is our lives. We
should be proud of ourselves
and our accomplishments. We

should strive to work better
and smarter, not necessarily
harder. Kent understood how
we hold ourselves back in our
collegiate life, both as students
and professors.
It is a time to enjoy the balance of work and play in a
healthy environment that fosters growth. Nothing is holding us back except for our
own unwillingness to strive for
greatness. From a biblical view,
to live thoughtfully and vivaciously should be a blessing.
We need to take a breath.
In through the nostrils, one…
two…three, and out through
the mouth, one…two…three.
With that breath, let’s take
a step toward intentionally

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

exploring this fantastic life that
God has given us. This list is
simply a guide to help train our
minds. To push for our best is
to treat ourselves and others
with the utmost respect. To be
passive and sedentary would
be our greatest fault. Our success depends on our choices
and our willingness to let our
innate love of learning guide
us. Success is already within
us, and it’s easier to attain than
presumed. As Kent said, “Life
is a succession of moments. To
live each one is to succeed.”
So let us live well with our
hearts and minds open.

#SAUlife
Susie Kim

Jaira Luna

Rence Arroyo @notrence
I’m living for this cool weather

Joel Guerra @j8war
Construction majors should be allowed to skip class to go build the
Bietz Center

Jaira Luna @jairuuuh
the nurse I’m working with today was talking to herself and she
said “sleeping for 2 days straight do be sounding good honestly”
I felt that.

mewsushi Couldn’t stop smiling yesterday

jai.luna if you didn’t take pictures in Chatt with the

#SAUlife

bridge in the background, did you even go? #SAUlife

Nicole Sabot

Miranda Delgado

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra
normalize me having more than 2 friends.

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever
Idk who need to hear this right now but please save your changes
in Microsoft Word right now.

nicole.sabot thrifting without dressing rooms is
DIFFICULT #SAUlife

Congratulations @imagine4asec!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Jonathan Diaz

miranda_isabellee my face when they bring back
the pumpkin spice latte at Starbucks … #SAUlife

Jessica Galdamez

Kevin is looking to go shopping this
weekend. Find him in this issue to
receive a,

$10 Walmart
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue for
a chance to win!
jonnydiaz7 …never forget the greatest law is
Love #SAUlife

jamileethh The few people who can actually
tolerate my stupidity ;) ly babes #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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Check out our new website!

Today 23
57-75

11:30 a.m. – Constitution Week
5:00 p.m. – Flag Football Capitain’s
Meeting
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate

Friday 25
64-73

9:00 a.m. – SA Smile Initiative
7:30 p.m. – Ministerial Candidate Recognition
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Student Missions
Vespers
7:32 p.m. – Sunset
8:00 p.m. – Star Watch

Sunday 27
63-81

2:00 p.m. – Psychology Major Field Test

www.southern-accent.org
Thursday 24
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations,
Kevin Burton, Adventists and Social
Justice
3:30 p.m. – Graduate Council
5:30 p.m. – Student Organization Treasurer’s Orientation

Saturday

61-66

26

64-81
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Outdoor Family Sabbath School,
Student Park
9:30 a.m. – Ministerial Candidate Recognition
10:30 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School,
facebook.com/theexperiencecollegedale/
11:00 a.m. – Ministerial Candidate Recognition
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream & Live in Church
7:30 p.m. – Evensong
7:30 p.m. – Sunset
8:30 p.m. – All Night Softball Tournament

Monday 28
Flag Football Begins
Last day for 60% tuition refund
3:30 p.m. – University Senate

Tuesday 29
52-75

8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Hall Chapel

55-81

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|23

Nicole Robertson

Emily Freeman

Sheryl Kambuni

Wonderful Tinungki

Matthew Gorton

Hayden Rigsby

Katie Zoch

Esteban Grajales

Mariddy Sanchez

Saturday |26

Monday |28

Morgan Stevenson

Kaely Argueta Lutz

Gabby Alvarez

Josue Vega

Tina Baker

Stephanie Hale

Thursday |24

Marie Anne Fernandez Claudine Morana

Brendan Gay

Patricia Griffith

Lamont Taylor

Kensley Mace

Alyssa Kim

Tuesday |29

Ruth Perez

Leilani Lee

Adam Bellis

Avner Shryer

Hannah Moravetz

Condrasheera Joao

Katelynn Webster

Anna Belle Stephens

Taylor Maddox

Friday |25

Sunday |27

Jessica Nephew

Garrett Barnes

Ryan Cox

Midrene Saint Eroi

Elisabet Espinoza

Nathan Dickerhoff

Andrew Retz

Kathleen Djami

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN EDUCATION
Learn to Lead

An online master’s degree from Southern
Adventist University prepares educators
for success.
Increase your marketability and position yourself for
advancement with Instructional Leadership—an online
program with one two-week intensive on campus.
This emphasis prepares you for roles as a school principal
or superintendent. Courses meeting the requirements for
the North American Division Principal Endorsement are
also offered online.
Master of Science in Education
• Literacy Education
• Outdoor Education

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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The student voice since 1926

Enactus
MRKT
project
helps
small

Southern’s cultural clubs decide how
to host events for the fall semester

businesses

grow
digital
footprint
Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter

Southern Adventist University’s Enactus chapter has added
a new project to its curriculum—
Marketing_Kit_Tools_(MRKT).
MRKT’s_mission_is_to_“assist
low-revenue_organizations_by
creating_and_enhancing_their
digital footprints and offering
the fresh perspective of collegiate_minds,”_according_to_
Enactus President Ashley Blake.
MRKT aims to reach small local
businesses that were impacted
by COVID-19. This includes any
on-campus_student-led_businesses whose needs can be met
by the services MRKT provides.
According to junior business
administration major and Enactus project manager Kerby Desamour, Enactus’ goal is not to
just create online stores or social
media pages for clients.
“ We _w a n t _t o _h e l p _t e a c h
their business these skills so
that when we leave they are
self-sufficient and successful,”
Desamour said.
Aside from these goals, the

Taylor Dean
News Editor
To align with COVID-19 policies and safety regulations,
events at Southern have shifted
significantly to meet these new
standards. As Southern and Student Association (SA) implement
changes for what events can
entail and how many attendees
may be present at one time, cultural clubs on campus are also
faced with figuring out how they
will host their events.
While clubs are still allowed to
host events this semester, there
are restrictions on what they are
able to do and what guidelines
to follow. According to Director
of Student Life and Activities
Kari Shultz, Zoom meetings

have been conducted with club
presidents and their respective
faculty advisors to relay information in regards to hosting
events so clubs can host ‘COVIDfriendly gatherings.

There are a lot of
precautions and red
tape that we would
have to get through to
host an event to the
point where hosting
them seemed
impossible__
Vice President of Latin American Club (LAC) and junior busi-

ness administration and public
relations_major_Joel_Guerra
said that due to the circumstances,_LAC_has_decided_it
would be in the best interest of
the club to not host in-person
events for the fall semester. He
said a big push for the decision
was the inability to serve food
directly to students at events,
unless it is prepackaged, due
to the set regulations.
“There are a lot of precautions
and red tape that we would have
to get through to host an event
to the point where hosting them
seemed impossible. And if possible, they wouldn't necessarily
live up to the standards we have

See MRKT on page 2

[for our events],” Guerra said.
“As people know, food is a big
part of all of our Latin American
Club events. We love sharing our
culture through food, and so
without food, we lose a lot of the
aspect of events.”
According to Guerra, LAC is
increasing its online presence
and engaging with members
via giveaways and other social
media activities to make up
for the lack of events. This past
week, they continued their Hispanic Heritage Month activities
by_encouraging_students_to
FaceTime their families, screenshot it and tag LAC on their Instagram story for a chance to win
See CULTURAL on page 2

Faculty members march in
CIRC launches its
celebration of women’s rights first commercial
software, generates
income for students
Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter

Lisa Diller, Krystal Bishop, Tammy Overstreet and Keely Tary lead the Women's Suffrage reenactment march.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Patrick Scriven
Staff Writer
Last week, on Sept. 21, faculty
members gathered on the promenade at Brock Hall for a reenactment of a Women’s Suffrage
March from the early 1900s. The
event took place during Constitution Week and was held in
celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment,
which officially gave women the
constitutional right to vote.
Lisa Hyder, office manager
for the English and History and
Political Studies departments,
was one of many faculty members to help organize the event.
“As part of the university’s
Constitution Week activities,

To think about
those bigger
marches and what
women had to
do to get people
together ... I think
it's very important
to sort of embody
some of these
things that people
did.
t h e _o rg a n i z e r s _w a n t e d _a n
event that would illustrate the
freedom of assembly guaran-

teed to us by the First Amendment,” Hyder said. “The right
to assemble allows everyone in
this country to freely associate
with one another in public for a
common cause.”
At_noon,_faculty_members
proudly walked from Brock Hall
to the Hickman Science Center,
carrying signs, chanting slogans
and passing numerous students
along the way.
Nathan Batchelor, senior animation major, witnessed the
march and was quick to recognize its importance.
“We can always stand to be
See MARCH on page 2

This summer, the Center for
Innovation_and_Computing
(CIRC) launched its first-ever
commercial software program,
DotPurple. With the release of
its own software for public use,
CIRC is now able to generate
increased income to support
both students and faculty.
CIRC is a program run by the
School of Computing at Southern
Adventist University that allows
students to gain real-world experience in the technology field.
The program partners with local
businesses and ministries, as
well as larger organizations like
the North American Division of
Seventh-day Adventists. CIRC
provides opportunities for students to find internships that
give them real life experience by
creating web pages, mobile apps
and business programs.
“Once they graduate, they
obviously get jobs out there
[in their career field],” said
Siegwart Mayr, the lead programmer/analyst for CIRC. “But
they not only have a degree,
they have a lot of experience.
So it's really good for them.”

Now,_with_the_additional
income generated by DotPurple,
students are paid by the School
of Computing for their work.
DotPurple is designed to make
the lives of developers easier. It is
a cross-platform GUI (graphical
user interface) that runs on the
Microsoft .NET framework, which
is the most commonly used
system for web development.
DotPurple simplifies the intricate details of developing with
textboxes, drop-down menus,
filepickers and other organizational components.
“Normally, you build tools for
other people to make their lives
easier. But many times, you find
yourself building something
very repetitive and cumbersome,” Mayr said. “DotPurple
was designed to take much of
the repetitive bulk work and
streamline it into a more simplified process.”
Development_for_DotPurple
began in early February of this
year and was not affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
See DOTPURPLE on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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MARCH

continued from page 2

continued from page 2
more informed,” Batchelor said.
“It's always good to know more
because we generally don't know
the Bill of Rights, and we don't
know all the amendments.”
Raising awareness was one of
the main focuses of the march.
Lisa Diller, chair of the History
and_Political_Studies_department,_dressed_in_appropriate
1920’s_apparel._She_said_the
march was a smaller reflection
of the original marches.
“To think about those bigger
marches and what women had
to do to get people together to
handle the crowds, [and] how
they might have felt slightly
embarrassed, …I think it's very
important to sort of embody
some of these things that people did,” Diller said. “If we don't
understand what people had to
work through to get to where we
are, it becomes very difficult to
understand that it's not a given
that we’ll always think this way.”

MRKT team. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

MRKT

continued from page 2
MRKT team hopes that the project's reputation will grow and
help MRKT reach other communities outside of the local area
while gaining real-world experience with digital marketing,
according to Blake.

One of their clients, Peace of
Thread,_creates_one-of-a-kind
handcrafted accessories that are
made by refugee women. With
the help of MRKT, they were
able to launch their Instagram
account and website. The money
made from each sale supports
the women making the accessories and their families.

MRKT’s main focus is to help
small businesses impacted by
COVID-19, but are willing to
extend their services to those
who ask.
“We are willing to help anyo n e , ” _s a i d _D e s a m o u r. _“ We
would_love_to_help_as_many
people as possible.”

Plant Services Creates COVID-19 Signage

I want students
here at Southern to
use their voices in the
upcoming election.
Get informed on the
issues that matter
most to you and how
the candidates stand
on those issues.
Faculty members also stressed
the_significance_of_celebrating
this_movement_in_Tennessee,
which was the last state to ratify
the 19th Amendment in 1920.
“Tennessee became the battleground for ratification,” Hyder
said. “In the end, the legislature
did vote for women’s suffrage
when one legislator listened to
his mother’s advice and changed
his vote to break a tie in the State
House of Representatives.”
Hyder is also the president
of the League of Women Voters
of Chattanooga, a nonpartisan,
grassroots organization focused
on the critical role of voting in a
democracy. Having this position,
she said, changes her perspective on the matter.
“I want students here at
Southern to use their voices in
the upcoming election,” Hyder
said._“Get_informed_on_the
issues that matter most to you
and how the candidates stand
on those issues.”

Corrections and
Clarification
The Southern Accent takes
complaints about inaccuracy seriously. To fix errors or misinformation, we will publish, with some
limited exceptions, corrections or
clarifications. To report mistakes,
email us at accent@southern.edu
or reach us through our social
media accounts.
Vol. 76 . Issue 4
In the Collegedale News story
last_week,_the_Tri-Community
Fire Department was incorrectly
identified_as_“Tri-County_Fire
Department”_on_Chris_Twombley’s_profile._Corrections_have
been made in the online article.

Some of the COVID-19 safety signs designed by Plant Services. Illustration courtesy of Marty Hamilton.

Qualyn Robinson
Managing Editor
T h i s _ s e m e s t e r, _ s t u d e n t s
may have noticed new COVID19 signage scattered across
Southern Adventist University’s campus. While students
participated in distance learning last semester, administration contemplated how to
reopen school for the Fall 2020
semester. Associate Vice President for Financial Administration Marty Hamilton was part
of the university task force
that helped implement several
changes for reopening campus. According to Hamilton,
one of the most necessary
changes was the addition of
COVID-19 signage.
As policies by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and Hamilton County
Health_Department_were
being made this past summer,
Southern wanted students to
be aware of the new health
guidelines and procedures for
campus. In order to encourage
constant awareness of the new
safety protocols, Hamilton and
his team put COVID-19 signage

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

It’s not just about
the students. I also
want to encourage the employees
everywhere they
go to be safe. We’re
all challenged by
this.
in every single building on campus.
“It’s not just about the students,” Hamilton said. “I also
want to encourage the employees everywhere they go to be
safe. We’re all challenged by this.”
The signage includes green
dots that space out students in
classrooms, directional arrows
that allow for less traffic down
particular aisles in the Village Market and stickers that
encourage six feet distancing.
“We just got creative,” Hamilton said. “We took inspiration
from how grocery stores, dining places and other universities were creating their signs.”
According_to_Hamilton, after
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the signs are digitally designed,
they are sent to Plant Services
to be printed and distributed
across campus.
He_emphasized_the_importance_in_every_department
using Southern-made COVID19 signage only. While every
department on campus has
the ability to buy their own
signs if they prefer, not all
signs may be valid or agree
with Southern’s campus safety
procedures.
“Let’s be unified as a campus
in sending out consistent messaging,” Hamilton said.
In_order_to_encourage
departments_to_use_Southern-made signs, all COVID-19
signs_requested_by_departments are free and are processed and distributed by Plant
Services in the span of a week.
Because the signage is so
visible, Hamilton believes students, faculty and staff will be
more cautious and aware of
their surroundings. He hopes
Southern will remain healthy
and safe as a result.
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a $15 gift card.
“We are trying to embrace
the situation rather than being
scared of it and backing away,
and just going forward with
what we have,” Guerra said. “Like
mos_clubs,_I_would_imagine,
we've never really been in a situation like this where we aren't
allowed to really do much.”
Black Christian Union (BCU)
and Asian Club have decided
to move forward with hosting
events, according to its respective_club_presidents._Senior
health science major and BCU
President George Ambroise said
BCU plans to host their events
outside to meet COVID-19
guidelines, but there isn’t much
planning organizers can do.
“Our plan this semester is to
have more intimate, spaced-out
events,” Ambroise said. “Everything that we're planning to do,
we're planning to do outside.
Hopefully, we can get in some
sort of community service, but
other than that, there isn't really
much planning we can do.”
According to Ambroise, sixfeet social distancing, masks
and hand sanitizer stations were
all encouraged at the clubs' Welcome Back Party, along with a
tent where students could do
temperature check screenings
with the university’s help. He
added that his team of BCU officers has also been a great support in these uncertain times.
“One of the high points is the
team that I have,” Ambroise
said. “They're really supportive
and willing to help out with the
different things, especially if I
don't have time.”
According to Asian Club President and junior nursing major
Issac Abraham, Asian Club will
also be hosting events this
semester and will strive to keep
all the guidelines and avoid as
much in-person interaction as
possible. He said a main reason
for continuing to host events is
to justify the membership dues
that were paid.
“We want to provide our members, especially our freshmen
[members], a chance to socialize
and get to know each other and
enjoy their time here,” Abraham
said. “For this semester, we finished two events. One was a care
package giveaway for all our
members, and our second was
Zoom speed dating. With COVID
guidelines, it is different.”
While the planning proved to
be challenging, Abraham said
the challenges created a space
for the Asian Club officers to be
creative, start anew and create
their own theme in comparison
to previous years where tradition has greatly shaped the
events. Still, he said that it was
disappointing to have to leave
out some of Asian Club’s traditional events.
“There are some traditional
things that Asian Club does every
year, like Mango Fest where we
give out food,” Abraham said.
“[More than challenging], it was
disappointing in a way because
of all of the traditions. But for
encouragement for other club
leaders, just keep doing what
you’re doing. Hopefully we'll all
get out of this whole situation.
But if not, let’s make the best of
what we have.”
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Southern Village ‘It’s a ghost town there’: Talge
barbers move off campus
residents get
students “juiced”
about their new
business
Estefania Sanchez
Lead Reporter
Senior business major Alexis
Schultz and senior psychology
major Morgan Nash started
a juicing business called AM
J u i c e s _ f ro m _ t h e i r _ c a m p u s
apartment._The young entrepreneurs_sell_freshly_pressed
juices made from a variety of
fresh fruits and vegetables.
Schultz_and_Nash_have
known each other for years,
and both share an interest in
health, wellness and juicing.
The small business started off
as a summer hobby but quickly
became an opportunity.
“During quarantine, it was
kind of a depressing time, so
[ juicing_became]_one_thing
that just got us energized,”
Nash said.
Because it's their last semester, Schultz and Nash wanted
to make the most of their final
months_before_graduating.
Because there is no place on
campus that solely sells juices,
they felt they could provide
students with healthy and
affordable options.
As of now, they have two staple drinks "the red one" and "the
green one." Each drink was trialed and sampled until Schultz
and Nash felt that the flavor
combinations were just right.
“ We _ l ov e _ p u t t i n g _ i n _ t h e
work,” Schultz said. “I don’t
actually think people [know]
that we are prepping, making
and packaging our juices. It's
a process, and we want people
to know that we aren't buying
these juices to resell them.”
Along with these two drinks,
AM Juices is also marketing a
juice of the week that students

If there is something that you are
interested in, don't
be shy and put
yourself out there._
can order through a form on
their Iinstagram, @am.juices.
The form opens every Friday
and remains open until 6 p.m.
on Sunday. The juices ordered
can be picked up from Birch 5
in Southern Village on Monday
and Tuesday during the specific time slots mentioned on
the form.
Payments for the juices are
accepted through Cash App
and Venmo, allowing for minimal contact with their customers. Keeping students safe
from COVID-19 while running
their business is important for
Schultz and Nash.
“We wash everything,” Nash
said. “We try to stay COVID
friendly with everything.”
For now, there is no longterm plan of continuing AM
Juices after_graduation._However, Nash and Schultz hope
their small business inspires
other students on campus to
open their own businesses.
“I wish [we] had done something like this sooner,” Nash
said.“I hope it puts out some
ideas for other students on
campus if they have a couple years left here. If there is
something that you are interested in, don't be shy and put
yourself_out_there,_because
there is probably going to be
other people interested.”

L-R: Benjamin Olivier, Jonathan Piñero and Armando Nieves. Hair cuts were done by Jeremiah Samuel, who
used to work in Talge's barbershop. But now, due to new restrictions, Samuel drives to clients' homes.
Photo courtesy of Jeremiah Samuel.

Geoffrey Fowler
Staff Writer
Since the beginning of the fall
semester, Talge Hall has limited
its barbershop to only dorm residents because of the COVID-19
pandemic,_according_to_student dean and junior nursing
major Lesley Pheng and student
barbers who formerly worked
there. Now the barbershop is no
longer open to non-residents,
Pheng said.
The Talge barbershop was
created to provide space for
barbers wanting to cut hair in
the dorm, said junior chemistry major Allan-Roy Sison, a
student barber who can no
longer cut hair there because
he resides off campus. Prior to
the establishment of the shop,
barbers gave haircuts in their
rooms, in the halls or in the
laundry rooms. The shop began
as a way to keep the dorm clean

from unnecessary hair.
“I used to cut [hair] in the
dorm all the time,” Sison said.
“However, I now live in Southern
Village, so it is easier for me to
cut [hair] on my back patio. Also,
all my fellow barber brothers are
off campus, so no one is in the
shop as of right now. It's a ghost
town there.”

Although off campus barbers can no
longer work in Talge,
they still continue
to cut hair at other
locations.
Although_off_campus_barbers_can_no_longer_work_in
Talge, they still continue to cut
hair at other locations.

Jeremiah Samuel, a senior theology major and Talge barber
who lives off campus, said he
drives to his clients these days.
“Well, I charge a little bit
more,” he said. “But that’s just
because I go to them, and I need
to make more since it’s one of
my main jobs.”
Samuel said he does not agree
with restricting the barbershop
to only dorm students because
barbers_are_cutting_students’
hair at their apartments, which
to him makes no difference.
“It is just in another location,”
Samuel said.
Hosea Whitt, a sophomore
mass communication–photography major, said, “If more barbers
came back to the shop, I would
definitely get my haircut there,
even if I have to wear a mask.”

Siegwart Mayr, lead programmer/analyst for CIRC and Michael Babienco, CIRC Programmer and main creator.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

DOTPURPLE

continued from page 2

Alexis Schultz and Morgan Nash pose with their A.M. Juices.
Photo courtesy of Morgan Nash.

“The good thing is that the
way we have set up our teams,
Michael [Babienco] has been
working with us remotely for the
last year,” Mayr said. “During the
summers, as well, we have students that work for us; some of
them work remotely. So, we have
experience working remotely,
and we have our setup, and we
feel comfortable working that
way. So when this pandemic
hit us, we were right where we
wanted to be. It didn't slow us
down at all.”

Because_of_this,_progress
on_the_software_continued
as planned, with version 1.0
released on June 9, 2020.
According to Babienco, a head
programmer/analyst for DotPurple, the outlook for the software’s
growth has been good. On Twitter, there has been notable recognition from Scott Hanselman,
a prominent technology programmer for Microsoft.
“These are people that are
renowned, and the authors of
books that sometimes we use
in the classroom,” Mayr said.

“They've been around the block.
They_know_their_stuff,_and
they're talking to a lot of people. So, to be seen by them and
have them see what our product
does, it's exciting.”
Currently, there are multiple
versions available for download.
DotPurple is a free software program, but if someone wants to
use it for more hefty projects, a
more advanced edition is available for purchase on the DotPurple's website.

Southern celebrates Constitution Week
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
Last week, Southern celebrated Constitution Week,
which ran from Sept. 17-23.
During the five-day observance, different departments,
organizations and individuals
brought awareness to the five
freedoms of the First Amendment through various activities.
On Sept. 17, the activities
began with a presentation by
Lisa Diller, chair of the History
and Political Studies Department,_and_three_students,
during_the_weekly_“Crucial
Conversations,”_where_they
talked about the women’s suf-

frage movement and its relevance today.
“Us voting right now is a
way of showing respect to the
women who fought for our
right to vote,” said senior history major Haylee Peterson,
during the meeting.
Each day of the week, Southern Votes, a group focused
on registering voters, set up
a booth outside the Student
Center to provide information
about registering and requesting absentee ballots.
One of the most interactive
events took place on Tuesday
in front of the Student Center. During this event, six stu-

dents participated in a spoken
word contest organized by the
School of Journalism and Communication (SJC).

Another big highlight of the week was a
march where students
and faculty members
walked along the promenade with signs and
posters that highlighted
the importance of the
First Amendment.
The contest encouraged students to write about one of
the five freedoms of the First
Amendment and perform their

pieces in front of a three-judge
panel. The top three winners
received a cash prize.
Junior_religious_education major T.J. Simmons won
the top prize of $250 for his
speech titled “I was Taught to
Fear.” Second- and third-place
winners were senior liberal
arts education major Allison
Carbaugh and senior history
major Daniel Capo, who won
$100 and $50, respectively.
Another big highlight of the
week was a march where students and faculty members
walked along the promenade
with signs and posters that
highlighted the importance of

the First Amendment.
Constitution_Week_concluded Sept. 23 with an SJC virtual town hall meeting that featured Ken Paulson, director of
the Free Speech Center at Middle Tennessee State University,
and Carmela Monk, editor of
Message magazine, as panelists. The event was co-moderated by SJC professor Victoria
Joiner_and_professional_YouTuber/podcastor Justin Khoe.
It included the unveiling of a
new First Amendment display
at the SJC.
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All
All
All Night
Night
Night
Softball
Softball
Softball

Avery Kroll makes her way to second base. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Selena Trott. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Adam Bellis reaches to receive ball. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Brandon Park watches ongoing game.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Trenton Wilkens runs to catch softball as Luke Ellis races to the next base. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Chad Nash swings and successfully hits ball. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Players practice before their game by the running track. All Night Softball took place this past Saturday, Sept. 26, on a very foggy night. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

5 | Wednesday, September 30, 2020

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org

COLLEGEDALE NEWS
All you need to know about voting in the Hamilton County
General Election
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Hamilton County’s general
election will be held on Nov. 3
with early voting starting on
Oct. 14. It will involve voting for
candidates in federal, state and
local races.
According to the Tennessee
Secretary of State’s 2020 Election calendar, the registration
deadline to vote online, in-person and postmarked by mail
is Oct. 5. Early voting will be
held from Oct. 14 to 29. The
first day to request an absentee ballot was Aug. 5, and the
deadline is Oct. 27.
On the general election ballot,
Hamilton County residents will
be voting for president and vice

president of the United States,
U.S. senators and House of Representatives District 3 representative. Parts of Hamilton County
will vote for Tennessee Senate
District 10. Tennessee House
of Representatives voting is
specific to each district, which
includes: District 26, 27, 28, 29
and 30. Residents also will vote
for commissioners, city councilors and ordinances specific to
their municipalities. The sample ballot specific to an individual resident is available on the
Hamilton County Election Commission website.
In order to vote by absentee
ballot, residents of Hamilton
County must meet the eligibility requirements listed on
the website previously mentioned. Some of those include:
If a resident is aged 60 or over,

hospitalized, ill or physically
disabled and unable to appear
at a polling place. Other notable requirements include if the
voter or their spouse is a fulltime student in an accredited
college or if they attend a university outside of their registered county.
If the resident is eligible, they
must submit a written request
containing personal information that can be found on the
Election Commission website.
Residents can use the absentee ballot form to make sure
all required information is provided. The written request can
be sent by mail, fax or email.
Requests must be submitted to
the local county election commission office by the seventh
day before Election Day. The
deadline to request an absen-

tee ballot is Oct. 27.
In order for the ballot to be
counted on Election Day, the
local county election commission must receive it by mail no
later than the close of the polls.
The Hamilton County Election Commission encourages
residents to ensure that their
addresses on their registrations are current before voting. Residents can check their
address status by using the
lookup tool on the Election
Commission website.
Hamilton County’s early voting polling sites are located at
the County Election Commission office, Brainerd Rec Center, Collegedale City Hall and
the Hixson Community Center. According to the Hamilton
County Election Commission’s
website, all polling sites will

be following COVID-19 procedures. If a resident chooses to
vote early, the resident may
vote at any early polling site in
Hamilton County.
If voting in-person, residents
are encouraged to cast their ballots on one of the 14 early voting days. If a resident chooses
to vote in-person on election
day, Nov. 3, the resident must
vote at their assigned location.
Voters can find their assigned
polling location using the voter
lookup tool, according to the
Hamilton County Election Commission website. When voting
in-person, a Tennessee or federal government issued photo
ID is required. Some examples
that can be used are a driver’s
license, a U.S. passport or a military photo ID.

Dates to keep in mind for the upcoming Hamilton County
election

Oct. 5th
Voter
registration
deadline for
Hamilton
county

Oct. 14th
Early voting
starts

Oct. 27th
Last day to
request an
absentee
ballot

Oct. 29th
Early voting
ends

Nov. 3rd
Hamilton
County general
election

SPORTS
Let the NBA Finals Begin!
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
The race is over in the Eastern
and Western conference finals,
with the Lakers winning in five
games over the Nuggets on
Saturday and the Heat taking
the series against the Celtics in
Game 6 Sunday night. No surprise to most, the Lakers made
it to the finals with relative ease.
With the exception of the
few who favored the Clippers
to make it to the Finals, most
believed that nothing was going
to be able to stop LeBron from
making it to this year’s Finals.
Though the Lakers had some
issues this year with their bench
giving enough support at times,
overall, they looked good.
The combination of LeBron’s
decision-making and scoring
abilities paired with the great
talent that is Anthony Davis
has proven too much for most
teams to handle.
In the West, through three
series, the Lakers have only lost a
combined three games. But they
are not the only ones who have
made it look easy. In the East,
the Heat only lost three games
as well. Going into the playoffs
as a fifth seed, the Heat obviously exceeded expectations.
The diversity that the Heat are
able to play with has been crucial to their success. They have
had arguably the best chemistry
in the bubble. Each night they
play, no one can predict who
the top scorer will be. Spreading

the ball around evenly can be a
nightmare for opposing teams
to come up with defensive
schemes to stop them.
It’s anyone’s Finals to take.
We know LeBron will be at his
best come Game One. But the
opportunistic style of play that
the Heat uses might give the
Lakers more of a challenge than
they have had all year.

MLB reformats post-season
brackets for Covid-19
Xavier Snyder
Contributor
One of the strangest and
shortest seasons of the MLB
has finally come to an end—
just as an exciting and unique
playoff season begins. After 60
games of baseball, the MLB is
now starting its reformatted
playoff series with a few significant changes. Unlike previous
seasons’ top-five seed format,
the COVID-era MLB playoffs
will have the top eight teams
from each division compete in a
larger tournament bracket.
Another notable difference in
the playoffs will be the inclusion
of neutral sites and bubbles,
similar to the pandemic-style

NBA season. Teams will compete at one of a few neutral
sites and will be required to stay
in that bubble until their series
is over—at which point they will
travel to yet another bubble
and continue to play. Less travel
between cities means that MLB
playoff games are expected to
take place every day.
The AL is currently led by the
Tampa Bay Rays with the no.
1 seed, followed by the Twins,
Athletics and Indians in the top
half. In the NL, the division is led
by the Dodgers, followed by the
Braves, Cubs and Padres. Both
the AL and NL have one team

with a losing record as their
eighth seeds—the Astros and
Brewers, respectively.
The Wild Card series starts
Sept. 29 in the shorter three
game series. Most of the
series in this year’s playoffs are
expected to be great matchups.
It will be entertaining to see
if the White Sox can shake off
their recent losing streak and
pull off two wins against the
Athletics. In the NL, baseball
fans might also enjoy watching
the Marlins and Cubs battle it
out to the best of three. All in all,
the MLB has an amazing postseason ahead of us.
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OPINION
Should the President appoint a new Supreme Court justice?
Follow the precedent and
let the people choose

Not a time for retailiation

Samuel Mora Zepeda
Contributor

Ted Rogers
Contributor

The death of United States
Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg sparked controversy in an already controversial
presidential election. Should
President Donald Trump get the
opportunity to appoint another
Supreme Court Justice after he
already appointed two justices
in his first term? Republicans
will obviously answer “yes”
and would argue that it is the
president’s and Senate’s constitutional obligation. However,
there are more things to consider than simply the legality of
such actions.
Looking back four years ago,
a similar situation occurred
during President Barack Obama’s presidency. After the
death of Antonin Scalia, President Obama wanted to appoint
Merrick Garland to the Supreme
Court to fill the vacant seat.
However, at that time Republicans controlled the Senate and
blocked all attempts to move
the nomination forward. The
argument Republicans used to
block Garland’s appointment
was that presidents should not
be able to appoint Supreme
Court justices in an election
year. Keep in mind that this
was nine months before the
election started.
In contrast, Trump’s nomination will take place in less
than two months before the
next presidential election. Two
wrongs do not make a right, but
there should be a consistency in

how the government is run. And
Republicans created a precedent
when they blocked Obama’s
nomination in his election year.
Consistency is needed for people to trust their government.
Furthermore, the American
people should have a choice and
a say about their next Supreme
Court justice. The only person
with the constitutional power to
nominate a Supreme Court justice is the president; meaning the
only way for the American people
to have a choice in who gets to
be a Supreme Court justice is by
electing the president. Therefore,
the vacant seat in the Supreme
Court should not be filled until
the next election, guaranteeing
that the American people have a
choice in who fills it.

President Donald Trump
should appoint a new Supreme
Court justice. There is zero
precedent for a sitting president not to have the authority
to appoint a new justice or for
the Senate to block the nominee until a new president is
in office. Removing this power
because the four years are
close to being over is arbitrary
and problematic.
The president has the
right to, and is expected to,
appoint a new justice to the
current vacant position. The
Constitution provides that the
president appoints a new justice with the approval of the
Senate. There is a common
claim that “the people should
make the decision on the
appointment of the next justice

by the results of the election.”
This claim is ridiculous. The
people did decide when they
elected Trump four years ago.
In 2016, the Republican
Senate
blocked
President
Obama from appointing a new
justice until after the election.
The actions of the Republicans
during the last election should
not become precedent. While
not strictly illegal, it was
clearly against the spirit of the
Constitution. Prior to Obama,
never before in U.S. history
has a supreme judicial appointment been delayed until a new
president is elected. This decision should not determine the
current situation. A government does not function on a
return-the-favor system.
Despite the shady and unfair
actions of Republicans in the
previous election, the president
does not cease to be the president during the last year of his
term. Democrats are clearly
interested in some sort of retribution for a previous wrong,
but this should be avoided. It
is a dangerous way to run the
government. Trump should,
and most likely will, appoint a
new justice, and we should all
ensure that this is the standard
for the future of U.S. politics.

RELIGION

‘Going home soon’: The ultimate eucatastrophe
Lucas Bueno
Contributor
This world is falling apart.
A raging virus has changed
life as we once knew it, and
it has claimed thousands of
lives. Fires scorch the west
coast of the United States
while hurricanes batter the
east. Racial tensions erupt
across the nation, and a presidential election draws near
that will determine the future
of America. Each day there is
death and chaos. We are living
in terrible times.
In our personal daily lives,
we witness the harsh effects
of COVID-19. Loved ones fall
ill. We can no longer feel safe
in close proximity with our
friends. Sometimes we wonder if this will all end. Is there
any hope and faith to be had
in these times? Well, let me tell
you all something. The ultimate eucatastrophe is coming.
Now, at this point, you
may be asking: “What on
earth is a eucatastrophe?”
Eucatastrophe is a term
coined by J.R.R. Tolkien, a
famous author known for
writing The Hobbit and The
Lord of the Rings. According
to Lexico.com, eucatastrophe
means “a sudden and favorable resolution of events in
a story; a happy ending.”
Tolkien often employed this
device in his thrilling tales,
and he described the birth and
resurrection of Jesus Christ as
eucatastrophes, yet another
great eucatastrophe is coming soon. This eucatastrophe
is the Second Coming of Jesus.
As mentioned previously,
there is so much negativity
and pain. It is difficult moving
from one day to the next day.
But despite the chaos, we can
have hope. Although things
seem the darkest right now,

this will all end soon. Jesus will
come for us soon. You may
ask: “But how can we truly
know? Will Jesus truly come
back to this world?”
The answers are all “
yes,”and they can be found in
His sacred Word. Here are the
words of Jesus Himself: “Do not
let your hearts be troubled. …I
will come back and take you
to be with me that you may

be where I am.” (Excerpts of
John 14: 1, 3) In the book of
Revelation, Jesus tells us how
all sin and pain will no longer
exist on the new earth. “And
I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He
will live with them. They will be
His people, and God Himself
will be with them and be their
God. He will wipe every tear

from their eyes. There will be
no more death or mourning
or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed
away.’” (Revelation 21:3-4)
Though storm clouds of sin
and darkness are upon the
earth, we can still hold onto
the faith and hope of Christ’s
coming. Soon, very soon, the
glory of His coming will tear
apart those clouds and He will

take us home. He cannot wait
for this event, and He wants
each one of you to take part.
So, take courage my friends.
Hold fast to the hope of the
Second Coming. Things are
hard now, but He is coming.
The ultimate eucatastrophe
is imminent. We will be home
soon.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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It falls within dress code: Fall 2020 fashion trends
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Just like the weather, fashion
changes every season. Color
palettes, silhouettes, patterns
and textures all morph, grow
and adapt in line with the
temperature change, trickling down from the runways
and into our closets. Despite
COVID-19 changing the way
we go out, it doesn’t have to
keep us from practicing style
on campus.
Here’s what fashion trends
are being carried into this fall
season and how you can incorporate them into your walk to
class.
If you’re trying to express
yourself through fashion, your
outfit is your art! Be proud of
what you put together, and
don’t be afraid to find inspiration from outside sources.

Monochrome, monochrome, monochrome

Pastels

If you didn’t hop on the pastel
wave this summer, don’t worry!
This
spring-inspired
color
scheme isn’t quite over yet.
Match a pastel turtleneck with
your favorite straight leg pants
for a colorful, comfortable outfit. Light pink, baby blue, lavender, seafoam green or whatever
other pastel you can think of are
all on the table.
(BONUS POINTS: Take a pastel
color, and make a monochrome
outfit out of it.)

Yes, you actually can and
should wear the same colored
top and bottom… and jacket,
and shoes and bag. Not only is
layering the same color over all
of your pieces a standout statement, but it’s also a super quick
and efficient way to choose
your outfit for the day. Pick a
color and run with it!

Big pants, big shirt

Maybe you have heard of the
“big pants, little shirt” trend, but
what’s in this fall is the oversized
shirt and pants look. With second-hand shopping at its peak,
those oversized t-shirts and
high-waisted worker’s pants are
in high demand with this trend.

Comfy business chic

Suit jackets don’t need to
be only for your job interview.
Oversized blazers can be worn
as your outfit’s outermost layer
as the mornings begin to get
chillier. Throw it over a slip dress
or your favorite pair of comfy
jeans and you’re done. You look
put-together and can lounge
simultaneously.

Layers + patterns + textures

While this move is a bit bolder, fashion lines like Gucci have inspired a
trend of bold, bright colors matched with drastically different patterns, tied
together through multiple layers of clothing. For example, you could wear a
light cream turtle-neck beneath a brightly colored sweater vest, then match it
with a complimentary colored pair of pants, loafers and a bold jacket. Throw
on your favorite mask along with a pair of large, dark sunglasses, and you’re
done. This is my favorite trend, as it allows for the most creativity with color!

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Andrew Korp

Joslen Lache-Veloz

Camila Oleaurre @camila_oleaurre
Can adults stop overcrowding coffee shops? What are you studying for? go make coffee at home

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
What are we gonna do with our facemasks after this is over

Rence Arroyo @notrence
Some of you don’t actually have cups in your house, just an assortment of multicolored mason jars I didn’t forget

awkorp Ministerial Candidate Recognition: check
Next up: Interviews #SAUlife

Julia Ciasca

joslenlache Ya’ll definately made my last allnight softball worth it! #SAUlife

Hannah Capobres

Luis Moreno @realluism
This Senioritis HITTIN different

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
I want to have my life together like people who match their outfits
with their SAU wristbands.

julia_ciasca love is a four-legged word. Missing
my baby #SAUlife

Congratulations @jjhyun_97!
Come pick up your gift card in
the Accent office.

Ashton McMillen

hannuh_coleen712 Impromptu roadtrips are
my favorite #SAUlife

Natasha Verela

After a tough week of classes Kevin
wants to relax and enjoy a few donuts.
Find him in this issue to recieve a,

$10 Tasty Donuts
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of where Kevin is hiding in this
issue for a chance to win!
ashton_mcMillen the last, golden days of
summer! #SAUlife

yo.nat Level one #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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Check out our new website!

Today 30

www.southern-accent.org

54-73

Thursday 1
Friday 2
45-66

12:30 p.m. – SA Senate Surprise Day
12:30 p.m. – SA Smile Initiative
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Latin American Heritage
7:22 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. - AfterGlow

Sunday 4
52-70

10:30-11:45 a.m. – 37th Annual Sunbelt Cohutta
Springs Triathlon Registration
11:00 a.m. – Open Cave, Student Park
12:30 p.m. – Race Begins
6:00 p.m. – Symphony Orchestra Concert,
Goliath Wall

11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations,
Dennis Negron: Title IX

Saturday

46-73

3

45-68
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Outdoor Family Sabbath School,
Student Park
9:30 a.m. – Ministerial Candidate Recognition
10:30 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson,
Student Park
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School,
facebook.com/theexperiencecollegedale/
11:00 a.m. – Ministerial Candidate Recognition
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream & Live in Church
7:30 p.m. – Evensong
7:21 p.m. – Sunset
8:30 p.m. – Sigma Theta Chi Night

Monday 5
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success 48-70
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council

Tuesday 6
52-72

Online Registration for Smart Start & S21S3
Begins
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Chapel

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|30

Danielle Laurent

Kaylin Chung

Kirsten Antolin

Elysse Mastrapa

Kylee Davis

Aimee Anunciacion

Saturday |3

Julie Kelly

Olivia Fisher

Laura Gibbs

Dan Kim

Jailine Flores

Sarah Haas

Jessica Pepper

Jaden Reuben

Braden Knapp

Danny Schwarzer

Thursday |1

Leah Lauzon

Lauren Shelby

Maria Cortez

Hannah Moraga

Jasper Westerbeck

Alison Handysides

Laini Shabo

Eric Wilkens

Julie Pereira

Cristian Sorto

Richard Zhang

Emily Tant

Audrey Umali

Tuesday |6

Friday |2

Sunday |4

Taylor Dean

Rence Arroyo

Seth Bermudez

Jedlee Germeil

Jamia Cole

Elizabeth Cannon

Jared Manasco

Anna Cousins

Amber Salibio

Allison Newhart

Danyla Etienne

Allan-Roy Sison

Connor Koerting

Monday |5

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN SOCIAL WORK
Facilitate Positive Change
in People’s Lives

Southern’s Master of Social Work program
prepares you for excellent service and
leadership positions.
It works
Our evidence-based program equips you with effective
intervention tools.
It’s convenient
Classes meet all day Sunday, twice a month. With careful
planning, you can complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
master’s degree in ﬁve years!
You’ll be ready
Our approach is competency based. That means you get
hands-on skills and experience in social work practice while
you’re in school.
Master of Social Work
With a multi-disciplinary approach and a variety of
concentrations, an MSW from Southern prepares you to
serve a wide variety of people in need.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Latino culture and Adventism:
Clashes and similarities

Rekindling with my culture
through Christian tunes

Life as a Latin American
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The student voice since 1926

Southern Adventist University extends
LAC
celebrates Christmas holiday, shortens Spring break
Latin
American
Heritage
Month: A
review of
the plans
Qualyn Robinson
Managing Editor
In_past_years,_Southern
Adventist_University ’s_Latin
American Club (LAC) concluded
Latin American Heritage Month
with LAC night — an evening
consisting of various Latino
foods, cultural_performances_
and activities. Due to this
semester’s COVID-19 restrictions and the_amount_of_precautions it takes to put on an
event, LAC has decided not to
host in-person events, including LAC night, this fall.
While losing the aspect of
gathering together for events
this semester, LAC is still proposing meaningful ways of
connecting_its_members.
Through its online presence,
LAC encourages members to
participate in weekly activities
such as giveaways and raffles
on social media. Last week,
LAC also invited students to
the promenade to purchase
tostadas with a grab-n-go system to encourage students to
social distance.
According_to LAC Vice Presiden Joel Guerra,_LAC officers
See LAC on page 3

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
After a proposal by the University Senate and approval by
Southern’s Board of Trustees on
Oct. 4, Administration decided
to extend Christmas break until
Jan. 19 and change the usually
week-long Spring break to a
two-day-long Midterm break.
The decision to start classes
a week later was made because
of Administration’s concern that
individuals might show COVID19 symptoms after New Year
celebrations, according to Academic Administration Senior
Vice President Bob Young. The
change means classes will begin
a day after the Martin Luther
King Jr. holiday, a day usually
dedicated to community service
at Southern.
“Given the 14-day incubation
period of COVID-19, the deci-

The decision to
postpone the start
of the winter term
was based on wanting to give students, faculty and
staff enough time
after the New Year
holiday to know
whether or not they
were exposed to
COVID-19.__
sion to postpone the start of the
winter term was based on wanting to give students, faculty and
staff enough time after the New
Year holiday to know whether
or not they were exposed to
COVID-19,” Young said. “... By
delaying the start of the semester to Jan. 19, there would be sufficient time for anyone who was
exposed to know this and make

a good decision about returning_or_delaying_their return.”
In order to make up for the
lost week of classes, Spring
break, which was supposed to
take place from March 12 to
21, has been removed from the
calendar and replaced with a
Midterm break. The change in
dates will give students a long
weekend starting on Thursday,
March 18.
Despite the changes to the
2021 Winter Semester calendar,
classes will still end on May 6,
and the graduation commencement ceremony will occur on
May 9. Mission trips were also
not affected since all operations
for this school year were scheduled for the summer, according
to_Director_of_Humanitarian
Engagement & Christian Service
Melissa Moore.

This is the second adjustment to the 2020-2021 academic calendar, which is usually
approved years in advance. Earlier this summer, Administration announced that it would
be canceling this semester’s
Midterm break and that classes
would transition online after
Thanksgiving break.
“Administration is doing what
we can to help keep our campus
as COVID-free as possible so that
face-to-face instruction can continue,” Young said. “To do this has
required some changes in how
the university operates. These
changes will be temporary. We
all look forward to the time when
things can return to normal
across a number of facets of life,
including university life.”

Vespers attendance drops after Students take bigger
enrichment credits cancelation course loads in
Fall 2020 Semester

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter

TJ Simmons on stage during Student Missions Vespers on Sept. 25. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Ciarah Clark
Staff Writer
Students at Southern Adventist University have not been
attending Vespers this semester as much as they did in the
past, according to Chaplain and
Vice President for Spiritual Life
Joseph Khabbaz.
Vespers attendance within the
two previous years, determined by
the number of enrichment credits
submitted, ranged between 800
to 1,000, per vespers according to
Vice President for Student Development Dennis Negron.

Khabbaz reported that Vespers attendance this semester
declined from 551 students
attending in-person and 501
students attending online the
first week on Aug. 28, to 290 students attending in-person and
190 students attending online
the fifth week on Sept. 25.
When a poll on the Accent’s Instagram account asked students if
they had been attending vespers
this semester, 22%, or 46 poll-takers, answered “yes,” and 78%, or
163 poll-takers, answered “no.”

When students who answered
“yes” were asked why they continued to attend vespers this
semester, their answers ranged
from a desire to “meet others”
and “grow closer to God,” to a
desire to “open the Sabbath”
and “be connected to a community of believers.”
Some of the answers students
gave for not attending Vespers
included being “concerned about
COVID-19,” “It doesn’t feel as
engaging” and “not mandatory.”
See VESPERS on page 2

The average number of academic credits taken per full-time
student in a fall semester at
Southern Adventist University
is currently at an all-time high,
according_to_Associate_Vice
President of Financial Administration Doug Frood.
Before the fall of 2017, Frood
said he could count on the average amount of credits taken per
student_being_between_13.73
and_13.75_“like_clockwork.”
Then,_in_the_fall_of_2017,_the
average jumped to 13.86. Frood
called 2018 an “off year” with
the average dropping to 13.72.
In 2019, the average rose again
to 13.89. Now, he said the average amount of credits taken per
student is 14.05. This is a 0.16
increase from 2019’s average,
and, according to Frood, 0.16 is
a big jump in credits when look-

According to___
Frood, this could be
the result of of a
generational shift
or the advanced
efforts of First Year
Experience Coordinator Renita Moore
and Retention Services Coordinator
Cheri Durst.
ing at 2,000 full-time students.
Frood said the average is typically low at the beginning of the
fall semester and begins to dramatically increase in the first two
weeks. However, this year he said
it was already in the 13.9 range at
the beginning of August.
“As the time to get on campus drew near, it was apparent
we were going to cross 14,”
Frood said.
See COURSE LOAD on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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continued from page 1
Senior religious studies major
Maddie Harrison chose not to
attend Vespers this semester
in order to make seating more
available for students who feel
a need to attend.

Khabbaz reported
that Vespers attendance this semester
declined from 551
students attending
in-person and 501
students attending online the first
week on Aug. 28,
to 290 students
attending in-person
and 190 students
attending online the
fifth week on Sept.
25.
“The main reason I don’t go is
primarily because I don’t really
have to go. Since [Vespers] is
requiring reservations now, I
feel like, for those people that
really, really want to and need
to go, [me not going] gives
them the opportunity to go,”
Harrison said.
According to Khabbaz, enrichment credits were required at
the beginning of the semester
but canceled after administration decided not to require
attendance for classes.
“We wanted to make sure
that the students experienced
consistent requirements across
campus,” Khabbaz said.
Khabbaz said the worship
experience_at_Vespers_has
changed this semester to be
mindful_of_everyone’s_safety.
Organizers have spaced out
seating, required reservations
beforehand_and_eliminated
audience singing.
“I think [canceling enrichment
credits] is going to impact students differently depending on
their background and context
and their own spiritual walk,”
Khabbaz said. “I think the experience of just being physically
distanced…and the fact that
[students] can’t sing during
worship, I think that took the
experience away more than the
credit itself.”
Harrison agreed. “I think music
is a large part of worship. Taking
it out like that is going to affect
people in a very impactful way,
because some people are able to
understand God most that way.
... But at the same time, I can see
why they’re doing it.”
Khabbaz said there are still
ways for students to stay spiritually connected on campus
despite social distancing, such
as online devotionals, online
LifeGroups and meeting online
with a chaplain.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,
corrections or clarifications. To
report_mistakes,_email_us_at
accent@southern.edu_or_reach
us_through_our_social_media
accounts.

Mental Health Club hosts ‘Coffee and Conversations’ meetings at local coffee shops

Nathan Martin, Sierra Ureta, Andrea McCraw, Taylor Baker, and Dominik Werner — Empowering Mind officers. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
On Friday, Sept. 18, Southern’s Mental Health Club, better
known as Empowering Minds,
held its second “Coffee and Conversations” meeting of the Fall
2020 semester. The gatherings
began at the beginning of the
2019–2020 school year and are
approaching their tenth event,
scheduled for Oct. 9.
Mental Health Club President
Nathan Martin, a senior nursing
major, said the push for starting
the club emerged after witnessing some of his peers struggle with various mental health
issues. According to Martin, the
concept of meeting together
over coffee was a collaborative
effort by last year's club officers.
“The mission of the club is to
encourage students to actively
engage in conversation about
their mental health and break
the negative stigma associated
with seeking help,” Martin said.
“Our ‘Coffee and Conversations’

six feet away from each other
while in a car.”

Our coffee and
conversations
events are my
favorite. We get
together, get some
drinks and discuss a
topic pertaining to
mental health.
In an Instagram poll conducted by the Accent, five out of
193 participants (3%) said that
they have attended the “Coffee
and Conversation” meetings,
while 188 (97%) said they have
yet to attend.
Sophomore social work major
Angelina Jones said she attended
one “Coffee and Conversations”
meeting at Wired Coffee Bar.
“Free coffee caught my eye,
and I liked that the club was
about mental health,” Jones said.

“[At the first meeting I attended,]
I just told the barista I was with
Empowering Minds and got to
pick whatever drink I wanted.”
Jones said they did an activity at the icebreaker meeting,
where each person was paired
up with someone who would
become their mental health
check-in buddy.
“The first time I went was just
an icebreaker day where we got
to know each other,” Jones said.
“This time around, we picked
names. I got Nathan. I’m his
‘buddy,’ so I text him regularly
and make sure he’s doing well.”
While the location is still to
be determined, Martin said the
next “Coffee and Conversations”
meeting will be on Oct. 9.
For more information visit @
empoweringminds_sau on Instagram or email Martin at nmartin@southern.edu.

'Truth is Stranger:' Film professor directs new movie

Sierra Dunzweiler and Kevin Acosta act in the set of 'Truth is Stranger.' Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
Film professor Nick Livanos
recently finished shooting his
latest film, “Truth is Stranger.”
Shooting started on Sept. 17
and ended on the 20th, with
many students helping.
Professor Livanos described
the film as “weird and random.”
“‘Truth is Stranger’ is a bizarre
short film about fiction itself,”
Livanos said. “[The film] is much
more about the relationship
between characters and audience — As in, a character never
really exists unless experienced
by an audience. And that’s what
the characters in this movie
realize. They realize that in
order to be alive, they need you
to watch.”

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

events are my favorite. We get
together, get some drinks and
discuss a topic pertaining to
mental health.”
At the club’s Sept. 18 meeting, students came together at
Wired Coffee Bar in Ooltewah
and received a free beverage of
choice, paid in full by the club.
According to Martin, officers
had previously provided transportation for those who need it,
but due to COVID-19, they have
been asked to cease transporting students to events.
“All the money for the drinks
comes straight out of the club’s
funds,” Martin said. “We have
hosted our meetings at Cadence
Coffee Company, The Camp
House, Wired Coffee Bar and
Oaks Coffee House. We provided transportation for anyone
that needed it last semester. But
unfortunately, we have been
asked to stop transporting students because it’s hard to keep

Michael Moyer, a junior film
production major, is the producer
for “Truth is Stranger.” Moyer
became part of this project when
Livanos pitched it to him as a way
to get academic credit.
“He basically pitched me a few
ideas of things that I could produce,” Moyer said. “I thought all of
them would have been directed
by him, but he pitched me this
one along with some other [film
ideas], and this is the one that I
was most interested in.”
Moyer said production went
well despite a forecast for rain
on Sept. 18, along with some
other technical difficulties.
“[On] Sunday, [Sept. 20], we
were super thankful for the
crew,” Moyer said. “They were
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extra intentional about keeping
up that energy, even after lunch
and that really difficult grind.”
Junior film production major
Samuel Guerra was one of the
production assistants on set.
Because Guerra knew Moyer,
he signed up quickly when he
heard about the film.
“It was really cool. I learned a
lot, like so much,” Guerra said.
“It's also cool to get involved
with people who are working in
the same environment, and you
get to know how to deal with the
stress in the middle of a film.”
According to Livanos, the film
will likely be submitted to Sonscreen, an Adventist film festival for Christian filmmakers. He
said it depends on how the final
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project turns out.
“If I feel this turned out to be
strong, I’ll submit [it] to film festivals,” he said. “If I feel it turned
out as a fun experiment and I’m
glad I tried some things, then I’ll
throw it online and make it free
for everyone right away.”
Moyer said while the film has
just gotten to the post-production stage, he believes it will be
a success.
“Because_I_understand_the
vision behind it, I understand
all the post-work that's going to
have to go into it,” Moyer said. “I
trust the people that are doing
that post-work. And I trust Nick
and his vision—I have faith in it.”
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Is it 'Prime'? Students share their experiences working in the Amazon Warehouse

Amazon warehouse in Chattanooga. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Elise Deschamp
Lifestyle Editor
Between navigating stimulus
checks and rising unemployment
levels, many students were able
to find employment through jobs
at Amazon warehouses.
In March, Amazon announced
it_would_hire_over_175,000
temporary_full-time_and_parttime employees across North
America, 125,000 of which
would have the potential for
staying with the company. In
June, officials at Chattanooga’s
Amazon distribution center said
the site has doubled its workforce to over 3,000 employees
since January and is still hiring.
“Amazon pays a minimum of
$15 per hour across the U.S.,”
said Noah Collins, a sophomore
biology major who worked at an
Amazon warehouse this summer
in San Bernardino, CA. “During
my first month of work, it was
actually $17 an hour because of
COVID before going down to $15.
They also gave me a $300 bonus
this summer for being employed
during COVID, so they paid well.”
Job responsibilities include,
but are not limited to, scanning packages to be sorted to
their respectable locations, as
well as unloading, sorting and
reloading packages.
“I worked as a picker,” said Alex
Thompson,_a_junior_computer
science_major_who_currently
works at the Amazon Warehouse
in Chattanooga. “The job is fastpaced by nature and includes a

significant amount of walking.
So before the day, I like to make
sure I’ve eaten well, gotten
enough sleep and have mentally prepared myself. The job
can be tough, but I have a sense
of accomplishment at the end
of the day.”
Something that stuck out to
Collins was the diversity within
the workplace.
“The variety of people really
shocked me,” said Collins. “There
were people like myself working
as students, single mothers, people in their 40s and 50s and some
in their 70s and 80s. It truly was
the most diverse community that
I have seen.”

There were people
like myself working
as students, single
mothers, people in
their 40s and 50s
and some in their
70s and 80s. It
truly was the most
diverse community
that I have seen.
Additionally, students felt
the community at Amazon was
generally kind.
“People were really nice,”
said Alyssa Wolf, a sophomore social work major who
worked with Collins in San
Bernardino. “We bonded over

how difficult the work was.”
“Almost everyone was very
kind, making conversation and
going out of their way to befriend
me,” Collins said.
While students recognized the
benefits of working at Amazon
and expressed their appreciation
for the wages and consistency,
the job had its downfalls.
“The work was hard,” Wolf
said. “But mainly because it was
so monotonous and there was
not much encouragement. They
didn’t train us really well. I had
to learn on the spot, and a lot
of people felt like they couldn’t
approach some of the bosses.”
Byron Montenegro, a junior
nursing major who worked at
the Amazon Fulfillment Center
in Inman, SC, said that after a
month, despite enjoying the
job as a whole, the monotony
“physically_and_emotionally
drained” him.
“I would do it again for the
summertime,” Montenegro said,
“but not as my full-time job.”
At the end of the day, while Collins said working at Amazon can
be labor intensive and monotonous, it also upholds the benefits
of a relatively high hourly wage, a
good amount of hours and a consistent schedule.
“While it isn’t my ideal job, the
pay, the hours and the schedule are worth it,” Collins said. “I
would not hesitate to work there
again in the future.”

NEWS
COURSE LOAD
continued from page 1

According to Frood, this could
be the result of a generational
shift or the advanced efforts of
First Year Experience Coordinator Renita Moore and Retention
Services Coordinator Cheri Durst.
About five years ago, Durst
began to call new and returning students over the summer
to advise them on how many
credits to take to balance their
academic schedules, according
to Moore. Then, two summers
ago, Moore took over calling the
freshmen. This summer, Moore
said her team did more academic advising than ever before
because incoming freshmen
had finished high school early
due to COVID-19. As a result,
many did not receive proper
college preparation. In addition,
Moore said, the freshmen were
more eager than usual to sign
up for classes.
“It was crazy, because this year
[the freshmen] were excited to
get registered,” Moore said.
This could explain why the
current freshmen class is taking more credits than any other
freshmen class in Southern’s
history, according to Frood. He
added that this freshmen class
is “probably the smartest class
to ever be on this campus” when
looking at high school GPAs and
ACT scores.
In a recent poll on the
Accent’s Instagram account,
students were asked if they
were taking more credits this

semester than they took last
semester. Of 276 respondents,
132 said yes and 144 said no,
contrasting the actual increase
in credits that occurred.
However, some of the students who responded "no" are
still taking a higher than average amount of credits. Sophomore mathematics major Dylan
Waters is currently taking 17
credits, one less than he took
last semester.
“I want to have lighter loads
later, so that I’m not super busy
when my classes get tougher
and more time-consuming,”
Waters said.
Most of the students who
responded "yes" said they are
taking more credits to graduate
sooner. Junior mass communication–advertising major Trisney Bocala said she was enrolled
in 17 credits last semester and
is currently enrolled in 20 credits because she wants to graduate in December of 2021.
Sophomore psychology major
Julia Dinger said she is taking
more credits this semester to
get scholarships and because
she knew there would be fewer
social events due to COVID-19.
According to Frood, the average number of credits typically
decreases by 0.1, or what he
calls “10 basis points,” in the
winter semester.
“I’m really interested to see
what winter is going to bring,”
Frood said. “If that normal ten
happens, then we’re going to
be at 13.95, and that will be a
record for winter.”

A culture worth
celebrating: Letter
from LAC President

María José Morán, LAC President. Photo courtesy of María José Morán.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter, LAC President

Fermin Siberon receives tostadas from Marco Swaisgood. To celebrate Latin American Heritage Month.
LAC gave out this meal to club members for free. Non-members paid $4. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

LAC

continued from page 1
were satisfied with not having
to host LAC night this semester.
“There was no way that we
would be able to plan something in August and September before the event in October,” Guerra said. “So, we were
actually pretty okay with giving up the ability to have the
event during Hispanic Heritage
Month. We didn't want to put on
something that wasn't up to our
level of expectation.”
Instead of concluding Latin
American Heritage Month on
LAC night this fall, LAC will postpone the event until January
2021.
“Latinos are known for being
hard working and not giving up
when there's adversity...so we
knew that we still had to put on
something for our members,”
Guerra said.
Postponing_the_event_will
allow LAC officers more time to
discover the best way to inte-

grate LAC night with COVID-19
regulations.

We're working
hard to create
something that
all the members
are going to love
and that everyone
can participate in
while still meeting
the precautions we
have to take for the
pandemic.
“We're working hard to create
something that all the members
are going to love and that everyone can participate in while still
meeting the precautions we
have to take for the pandemic,”
Guerra said.
According_to_Guerra,_LAC
Night may feature two one-hour
sessions in order to limit capac-

ity. Food may be delivered, but
likely through a grab-n-go system. Planning for LAC Night is
still in the works and decisions
have not been made final.
Because of the many COVID19 regulations and the lack of
in-person events this year, LAC
officers understand the doubts
many students have about how
entertaining this year's events
can actually be.
However,_Guerra_remains
hopeful_about_the_turnout_of
such_events.
“I think members will love it
[LAC Night],” Guerra said. “We're
doing something that's gonna
bring back a lot of nostalgia for
a lot of people that grew up in
Latin_American_households.
Expect a lot of fun, a lot of dancing and a big theme about connecting different generations of
families together.”

I believe much of Latino culture is about pride. Pride for
your country, your last name
and your family. It seems like
something we are all born with.
As an international student,
I’ve always been extra proud
when saying I live in “the motherland.” In fact, few things compare to the amount of love I have
for my home country, Honduras.
One thing I am very proud of,
however, is being LAC President.
So much so, that it sits at the top
of my email signature. But, how
could it not? I am extremely
proud of what it means and
what it feels like to be Latino,
and everyday I am proud that
I get to share that feeling with
many of the students at Southern Adventist University.
During my sophomore year
at Southern, I was casted as
one of the main characters in
the musical “In the Heights” for
LAC Night. My junior year I was
club secretary, and this year I
have the privilege of running
this club along with an incredible group of people, so it is hard
to put into words what this club
means to me.
These past three years, I’ve
loved meeting members and getting to know my fellow officers.
They’ve all shown me aspects of
Latin American culture I didn’t
know existed. Some of them are

Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) holders; others
are U.S. citizens. Some are only
residents, and others have never
even been to their “home country.” Yet, we all proudly share a
beautiful culture.
LAC has broadened my perspective of the meaning of
Latino and/or Hispanic, and it
has put into perspective the
true beauty of diversity.
Being LAC President has
given me a unique platform: a
place where I get to share culture with my peers, but also a
place where I get to inform and
educate faculty and administration. It has allowed me to represent the Latino community
on this campus and to advocate
for it. Most importantly, though,
being LAC President has allowed
me to prove myself.
This position has proven that,
yes, I am “the international student,” “the Hispanic” and “the
Honduran,” but I am so much
more than that. It’s proven
that despite our backgrounds,
places of origins and subcultures, every Hispanic is capable of more than others might
think. I’ve learned that not all
of us fit the Latin American stereotype; rather, we all break the
mold. It’s our uniqueness that
makes us Latinos, and that is
the beauty of our identity — a
culture worth celebrating and
something to be proud of.
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NEWS

LAC VESPERS
Joslen Lache Veloz leads the song service during LAC Vespers. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Cristian Sorto delivers message. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Students, socially distanced, watch special song performance by Cristian Sorto
and Jonathan Rodney. Photo by Xander Ordinola.
María José Morán, LAC President, welcomes the audience to LAC Vespers.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Worship leaders conduct music on a Latin America-flag decoreated stage. Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Collegedale cancels annual Spirit of Christmas parade
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
On Sep. 17, Collegedale’s
Parks and Recreation Department announced that it would
be canceling the annual Spirit
of Christmas parade that was
scheduled for Dec. 6.
According to the City of Collegedale’s website, the parade
was canceled after considering
the current Tennessee Pledge
Executive_Orders_regarding
hosting parades and learning
that several of the key partners
in the parade will not be available to participate.
The Spirit of Christmas parade
is an annual event involving
residents,_local schools and
businesses. Residents not participating in the event set up
chairs and watch the parade’s
mile-long route, starting on Little Debbie Parkway at the East
Hamilton Park/Ooltewah Youth
Association fields and ending at
Ooltewah Middle School.
Last year, there were about 75
contributors that participated
in the parade, according to Collegedale Parks and Recreation
Director Traci Bennett-Hobek.
“People come in with antique
tractors and antique cars,” she
said._“The_Fire_Department

comes through, and we usually
have a lot of dance groups, a
couple of martial arts studios
and several businesses that
participate. Local politicians will
also come through.”
According to Bennett-Hobek,
one_of_the_reasons_the_city
decided to cancel the event was
because important participants
were not available this year.
“Each year we have certain
people that come to the parade
and lead off and close out the
event,” she said. “Our usual
closer, Santa, was not participating in any programming this
year. Our opener is always the
Ooltewah High School JROTC,
Color Guard and Band. But they
are not allowed to travel on field
trips due to COVID-19.”
Many_residents_have
expressed_thei_disappointment in the cancellation of what
would have been Collegedale’s
21st Spirit of Christmas parade.
Kathy Mueller has lived in Collegedale for the past 31 years
and has attended every single
parade since its start.
“It is a very big family event
for us,” she said._“I have_six
kids and 18 grandkids. Even

t h e _f a m i l y _f ro m _K n ox v i l l e
drives down to this event. We
go hours ahead of time to
save space so we can all be
together. It is a sweet, wonderful time and a way to kick off
the season’s festivities. I am
not happy that it is canceled.”

According to Bennett-Hobek, one
of the reasons the
city decided to
cancel the event
was because important participants were not
available this year.
On Sep. 21, during a Collegedale City Commission meeting, Collegedale resident Tonya
Sadler asked the city to revisit
the issue of the parade’s cancellation. Instead of canceling the
parade altogether, she asked
for innovation this year. She
posted her full alternate event
idea on the “Collegedale Today”

Facebook page, a local news
and lifestyle page that she facilitates.
“As soon as I read that the
city had canceled the parade,
my mind immediately jumped
to a shorter neighborhood
parade idea because so many
local schools had done that
for their graduating seniors,”
Sadler said. “The idea would
be to make the parade shorter
(20 to 24 vehicles) that would
drive through the subdivisions
at night. Since candy couldn’t
be thrown out because of previous executive orders that have
now been rescinded, everyone
would decorate their automobiles with festive holiday lights.”
Sadler_worked_during_the
parade_previously_as_a_Collegedale_reserve_officer_and
has taken photographs at the
event for several years in her
formal role as a public information officer for the Collegedale
Police Department. She said
her idea has not been adopted
by city leaders.
“The city showed no interest in my proposal to save Collegedale’s long-standing tradition of our annual Christmas

parade,” Sadler said. “In the Sep.
28 Commission Workshop, City
Manager Ted Rogers noted that
they are creating new Christmas
traditions, but we already have
plenty of new traditions. No one
is interested in new Christmas
traditions this year. After all
that we’ve sacrificed in this pandemic, we want the familiar and
the comfortable. We want the
traditions we are used to.”
Although Collegedale will not
be getting its Christmas parade
this year, the Park and Recreation Department has other
events that will be taking place
in December.
According to Bennett-Hobek,
the annual Candy Cane Quest
will still take place on Dec. 5.
Santa will make an appearance
at the market on Dec. 6 to take
socially distanced photos. And
on Dec. 7, there will be a new
event called “The Christmas
Tractor Swing” at The Commons.
More information regarding
the Spirit of Christmas parade
and the events planned for
December can be found at the
City of Collegedale’s Parks and
Recreations website.

Santa at the 2019 Spirit of Christmas Parade. Photo courtesy of News 12 Now WDEF

SPORTS

Latin american athletes shine on the béisbol field
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
Latin American athletes have
long been at the forefront of
baseball. Here are some of the
biggest MLB names from Latin
American countries.
Gio Urshela: The Yankees
third baseman, hailing from
Colombia, starred throughout
their two-game sweep of the
Cleveland Indians. Urshela hit
.333 with five RBI, three runs
scored and one huge go-ahead
grand slam in Game 2. He
became the first Yankees third
baseman (and third Yankee
overall) to ever hit a postseason grand slam.
Sixto Sanchez: The Dominican-born Sanchez pitched five

shutout innings with six strikeouts and just four hits given
up in the Miami Marlins series
clincher over the Chicago Cubs.
Sanchez finished his rookie
season with a 3.46 ERA.
Brusdar Graterol: The Venezuelan pitcher for the Los
Angeles Dodgers closed the
door on the Milwaukee Brewers, solidifying their two-game
sweep and advancing to the
next round. Throughout the
regular season, Graterol was
deployed in different roles to
the tune of a 3.09 ERA.
Fernando Tatis, Jr.: Tatis,
from the Dominican Republic, homered twice in an 11-9

win while facing elimination in
Game 2. The San Diego Padres
would go on to defeat the St.
Louis Cardinals with a lot of
help from Tatis. He hit .454 with
two home runs throughout the
series.
Ronald Acuña, Jr.: Acuña hit
.364 in the Atlanta Braves twogame sweep of the Cincinnati
Reds. The Venezuelan added
an RBI in the series-clincher.
Acuña finished the regular season with 16 home runs.
Yuli Gurriel: The Houston
Astros Cuban-born first baseman scored the winning run in
the top of the ninth inning in
the first game of their eventual

sweep of the Minnesota Twins.
Gurriel had six home runs in
the regular season.
Manuel Margot: Margot,
a Dominican Republic native,
helped the Tampa Bay Rays
sweep the Toronto Blue Jays.
Margot hit .429 with a home
run and three RBI. That home
run solidified the Game 1 win,
extending a one-run lead in the
seventh inning.
Randy Arozarena: Born in
Cuba, Arozarena stepped into
the Rays’ everyday lineup for
injured outfielder Austin Meadows. In their sweep, Arozarena
was up to the task. He hit .500
with two doubles and three

runs scored.
Gleyber Torres: The Yankees
Venezuelan infielder was one
of the brightest stars in their
first series. Torres hit .714, the
highest mark on either team,
with one home run, three RBI,
three runs scored and three
walks.
Sandy
Alcàntara:
The
Domincan native pitched 6.2
innings with just three hits,
one run and four strikeouts in
the Marlins game one defeat
of the Chicago Cubs. Alcantara
pitched to an even 3.00 ERA
with 39 strikeouts in the regular season.

Top from left to right: Sixto Sanchez, Fernando Tatis, Yuli Gurriel, Randy Arozarena and Sandy Alcàntara. Bottom from left to right: Gio Urshela, Brusdar Graterol, Ronald Acuña, Jr., Manuel Margot and Gleyber Torres
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OPINION
Latino Culture and Adventism: The clashes and the similarities
When worlds collide: Adventism
My culture and my reliclashes with Latin culture
gion: The basis of who I am
Marie Rodriguez
Contributor

Shayla Moguel
Contributor
“What do you mean I can’t
have shrimp, ni puerco... y mis
chicharrones?”
I was so upset by this new
restriction—I was not ready to
leave my comfort foods just to
be a different kind of Christian.
Both of my parents were
born in rural Southern Mexico, Oaxaca and Chiapas. Like
the majority of Latinos, they
were raised Catholic. Up until
first grade, we were freelance
Christians,_jumping_from
church to church. The trauma
of having to give up pork was
a religious and lifestyle reset.
Not only did my family and I
give up eating unclean meats,
but we also gave up partying,
dancing and drinking. Our typical Mexican lifestyle clashed
with our new religion, Seventh-day Adventism.
Now, I am not putting down
either group. There is definitely more to being Mexican
than partying, and more to
being Seventh-day Adventist
(SDA) than restrictions. From
my experience, it is hard to be
fully immersed into Mexican
culture while being a simult a n e o u s l y _d e d i c a t e d _S DA .

Although these two groups
have their differences, there
is one matter that remains the
same for both: Family.
T h e _M ex i c a n / L a t i n o _c u l ture is very much family-centered. Mexican families get
together for a good time with
the availability of carne asada
y cerveza. These get-togethers
usually go on until three, four,
even five in the morning. Tíos
y tías dancing to cumbia, hearing laughter reach far into the
heavens, watching the little
ones run around till the lack
of energy leaves them falling
asleep on makeshift beds.
This way of getting together
contradicts how SDAs believe
that_they_should_come
together._SDAs_believe_that
drinking, dancing to secular
rhythms and eating unclean
foods are against God’s will,
and are overall bad for your
health. I believe SDAs are not
wrong, but these values clash
with Mexican/Latino culture.
After first grade, I felt that
every get-together I missed
or dance invitation I turned
down, the less of a Mexican I
had become. This is the result

of becoming an SDA.
I do not speak on behalf
of either group. I’m sure that
there are ways in which someone can have a foot on both
sides. This is just a small example of how these two different
cultures may not mix well with
each other.

It is not dubious to claim
that someone’s culture significantly molds them into the
individual they are today. As
the child of immigrant parents
from Mexico and El Salvador, I
can testify to this. From eating
foods that seemed very distinct to those of my classmates
during my elementary, middle and high school years, to
going to Latin American activities weekly with my parents
to amass and congregate with
others of our culture, I noticed
that our methods of communicating and living were diverse
from those of my non-Latin
associates.
However,
even
though
there is an obvious difference
between Latin culture and
other cultures, there is still a
contrast between Adventist
Latinos and non-Adventist
Latinos—and the same is true
for any other nationality and
culture because God has called
us to be different from those
of this World. Nonetheless,
I have observed that there
are aspects of Latin culture
that particularly compliment
Adventism. One such element

that emerges to me greatest is
that Latinos value family unity
and respect immensely. Just
look at the Disney animation
film “Coco” and you will agree
with me that family is remarkable for us!
There is a love in Latin culture that tells us that there is
nothing greater than the individuals in our lives that care
for us, help us grow and wish
to see our success. We are
expected to show respect to
these individuals because their
love for us deserves it. This
goes conjointly with Adventism and the Bible—that God
is deserving of our respect
and love because He is the one
who loved us first!
I appreciate my culture
immensely, and I love how it
has influenced me to be the
person that I am presently.
There is nothing in the world
that I would trade to be a different person than what God
has made me. I will continue
to love and respect my family
and God, just as my parents,
culture and Adventism have
taught me.

RELIGION
Rekindling with my culture through Christian music
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
When I was a child living in
Chile, Sabbath mornings followed a very specific routine:
My mom would wake up early
to make breakfast (usually waffles). My brothers and I would
shower and change into our
church clothes, and my father
would play some Christian CDs
on our old stereo. Besides my
dad, no one else in my family
spoke English. So, the worship
music I grew up listening to
was all in Spanish.
Church was the same: We
sang_Spanish_hymns_in_the
main_service_and_“coritos”
(a word used to describe
C h i l d re n’s _w o r s h i p _s o n g s )
during Sabbath School. Like
many of my friends, I was
part of the church’s children’s
choir and an active member
of Adventurers: another two
places where singing praise
songs was part of the normal
routine.
However, after moving to
the Philippines and learning
English, I lost touch with my
Latin culture. I’ve never been
the one to remain “connected”
with what’s far away from mewhether it’s friends or traditions. I know it’s a flaw, but I
tend to focus on what’s with
me in the present rather than
what I had in the past.
Last year, I told myself that I
wanted to improve in this area.
I_intentionally_made_some
efforts during the summer to
rekindle the culture I sometimes seem to forget. These
efforts include things such as
learning to cook Latin dishes
and reading Spanish books.
One big challenge I set out to
achieve was to be more intentional in listening to Christian
Latin music.

I’ve found this last effort to be a blessing in my life. It opened up a new layer
of my relationship with God, and the
songs have helped me get through some
stressful times. So, whether you struggle
to connect with your culture like I do or
not, these are some worship songs in
Spanish that can really touch your heart:

Eight singles for
your Sabbath
playlist:

Yo Iré
– Un Corazón

Cuan Dulce Amor
– Marcela Gándara

Tu Mirada
– Evan Craft

Majestuoso
– Francy Arango

Olvide Cuidar Mi Huerto
– Jesus Adrian Romero

Tú tan Mío
– Alex Campos feat. Madie Lara

No Me Faltes Nunca
– Alfereros

Quién Dijo Miedo?
– Gilberto Daza

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
Life as a Latin American: What students on campus love about their culture
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
There is no doubt that the
customs and cultures that surround us growing up directly
affect_the_lifestyles_we_live
today._This_month,_we_are
highlighting_what_students
who grew up as a part of the
Latino culture appreciate the
most and how that upbringing
is reflected in their lives today.
We asked our Latino students
here at Southern what they
love about their backgrounds,
and this is what they said:

What do you appreciate most about your
heritage and culture?

The closeness and importance of family!
– Dolly Berko, Brazilian
– Shayla Moguel-Coronel, Mexican
– Kailie Taiña, Latina

The huge diversity of food within Latino culture.
The amazing food. The food. The food. The food.
– Gabi Mendonca, Brazilian
– Miranda Delgado, Puerto Rican-Dominican
– Emily Carajal, Dominican and Colombian
– Rafael Dimenza, Ecuadorian
– Benjamin Williams, Dominican

How close knit everyone is and the
generosity of our culture.
– Florence Philips, Argentinean

The strength, dedication and perseverance
that I see in my grandparents and my greatgrandparents.
– Reyna Adame, Mexican

What are some of your favorite traditions
that you or your family practice?
What habits of your life today are directly
tied to your upbringing/background?
For Christmas, we go around to neighbors’ houses,
sing and eat their food until 3 a.m.
– Miranda Delgado, Puerto Rican-Dominican

My sense of rhythm and music and my protective nature.
– Benjamin Williams, Dominican

Always hanging out, being loud and enjoying each other’s
company.
– Gabi Mendonca, Brazilian

Being very grateful for your food.
– Maryann Pino, Ecuadorian

Coming together to watch soccer games!
– Dolly Berko, Brazillian

No shoes in the house! Also, always offering to help when
you’re in someone else’s home.
– Gabi Mendonca, Brazilian

Getting together on holidays!
– Emily Carajal, Dominican and Colombian

Putting pans in the oven.
– Gabrieli Garcia, Mexican and Dominican

In my house, we have Spanish Music Sundays. When we wake up
and hear the music, we know it’s time to clean.
– Maryann Pino, Ecuadorian

Saying medicine names in Spanish.
– Angelica Acevedo, Puerto Rican

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Gia Arroyo

Gideon Situmorang

Natasya Panjaitan @natasyapnjtn
Physically i am here but mentally i’m in the glee choir room

Stephanie Chavez @stephychav
I want to graduate and live my best broke life

Gianna Arroyo @giannamairie
“my nap is over when God says it’s over” –tais

giannimairiev can’t open my eyes apparently

g.ideon with my favorite sharon #SAUlife

#SAUlife

Abigale Choi @abbynicole19__
my senioritis is so very bad, I would rather be staring at the wall then
studying rn

Sierra Anderson

Marcus Abejar

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
not the hymns turned all the way up at 8am

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
still waiting for that camera man to pop out of nowhere and say “
you’ve been pranked, 2020 didn’t actually happen”

sierrama19 “Hello, we’ll be your student nurses
on this floor today…” #SAUlife

Congratulations @imagine4asec!
Come pick up your gift card in
the Accent office.

Gysel Hadasa Avendano

marccoustic GOIN CRAZY #SAUlife

Luis Moreno

Kevin is starving after a long week
of classes and is headed to Panda
Express. Find him in this issue to
recieve a

$10 Panda Express
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
gyselhadasa Do not forget that God is with
you #SAUlife

realluism feat. my wild long hair, a cool shed and
a happy sabbath #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 7
55-82

7:30 p.m. – GYCSE: Gary Blanchard,
Thatcher Chapel
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate, Zoom

Friday 9
63-75

6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Gary
Blanchard
7:12 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow

www.southern-accent.org
Thursday 8
National Depression Screening Day
Meet the Firms & Graduate Schools
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations
– Stephanie Guster: Adventists and
Racism
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore
Success, Presidential Banquet Room
3:30 p.m. – Graduate Council

Saturday

Sunday 11
64-75

7:30 p.m. – Wind Symphony Concert, University Church

59-82

10

Student Organization Parties,
63-72
Various Time & Locations
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson,
Adoration Livestream & Live in Church
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, facebook.com/theexperiencecollegedale/
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Isai Moran, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Church
7:30 p.m. – Evensong
7:11 p.m. – Sunset

Monday 12

Tuesday 13
57-73

Columbus Day
12:00 p.m. – General Session Cultural
Conversations
3:30 p.m. – University Senate

12:00 p.m. – Deep Dive, Sherrie Norton Room
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Chapel

64-77

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|7

Friday |9

Sunday |11

Dariana Badillo

Edgar Kavistan

Dylan Blake

Arielle Belgrave

Josh Park

Emily Harrison

Madeleine Bokich

Adalmys Rivera-Abreu

Hyein Lee

Danny Cuevas

Ethan Sacchetti-Guer-

Monday |12

Nick Decker

don

Kayley Alonso

Elise Owens

Ariana Smith

Diany Diaz

Sydney Raitz

Sarah Smith

Ananda Glover

Thursday |8

Michael Vance

Josh Hahn

Camden Armstrong

Philly Walangitan

Lila Odhiambo

Allie Barnett

Saturday |10

Andre Tablang

Randy Cherena

John Kent

Tuesday |13

Emily Craft

Luke Medlock

Tyra Castle

Asha Nambi

Jake Miller

Kakue Gininwa

Misael Polanco

Alexandra Rima

Ermitha Mercier

Evelyn Roman

Cynthia Wen

Bailey Reams

Russell Yoon

Melanie Wilhelm

Autumn White

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OUTDOOR
EDUCATION

Kids learn better outdoors
Research shows it. You know it from experience.
Now, get the degree that lets you do it better.
Southern advantages
Designed for classroom teachers and outdoor
professionals right here in Chattanooga at Southern
Adventist University. An entire MSEd in three
semesters (choose a summer
or winter/fall sequence). Also available: professional
and social studies using the outdoors as a learning
laboratory.
Winter and Summer cohorts available!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Student
Finance
aligns
payment
plans with
DOE

SAU President David Smith set to
retire after five years in the position

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
In an effort to provide relief for
student loans, the United States
Department of Education (DOE)
announced earlier this year that
all federal student aid would have
a zero percent interest rate from
March 13 through Dec. 31, 2020.
The change applies to former
students who were in repayment of their loans, either after
graduating from or dropping
out of college. The DOE also
created an administrative forbearance, which allows federal
loan borrowers to temporarily
halt making monthly payments
until the end of the year.
According to Paula Walters,
director of finance at Southern Adventist University, the
ruling mainly affects alumni
and former students.
“Students that are currently at
Southern—their loans are actually in deferment,” Walters said.
“So that just means they aren't
actually_making_payments.
They're not required to make
payments on their loans until
they've graduated.”
Walters_said_Southern_had
already_been_deferring_the
i n t e re s t _ o n _ p a s t _ a c c o u n t s
through_the_end_of_September, but now plans on aligning
with the federal outline. She
stressed the importance of filling out FAFSA forms by Nov. 30
for the next school year, as ecoSee FINANCE on page 3

David Smith, who has served as Southern's president for almost five years, announced that he will retire in May of 2021.
Photo courtesy of Marketing University and Relations.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Southern_Adventist_University_President_David_Smith
announced last week that he
will retire in May of 2021, concluding his fifth and final year as
the university’s president.
Smith, who began his journey at Southern in 1981 as an
English_professor,_made_the
unexpected_announcement
at_two_town_hall_meetings
attended by faculty. The university later informed students by
email and on social media.
“I've decided that at the end of
the current school year, I would
like to retire from the presidency
and move on to whatever God
calls me to do,” Smith said in a
video released by Marketing and
University Relations. ”I know that
God is going to carry the school
into the future, just as He's done

that up to the point where it is
right now."
The decision to retire at the
end of the school year Smith’s
original plan and was not
influenced by the challenges
brought by COVID-19, according to the president.

I know that
God is going to
carry the school
into the future,
just as He's done
that up to the
point where it is
right now.
“Five years ago, when I
interviewed for this position,
I was asked the question. If
I was offered the job and if

423 Night Market: A preview to
the annual event and changes

I accepted it, how long did
I think I might be willing to
serve? And I said, 'Five years,'”
Smith said in an interview with
the Accent. “There were probably times, especially last summer, when I might have wished
I would have retired last year.
But I think God called me to
stay through at least this year
to wrestle with the pandemic
just like everybody else, and try
to figure out how we are going
to make it and what God wants
us to do.”
In a press release issued on
Oct.1,_the_university_praised
Smith for his leadership in revising Southern’s mission, vision
and values; developing a comprehensive strategic plan and
focusing_on Southern’s endowment fund that experienced a
$15 million increase as part of

the recently completed Campaign for Excellence in Faith
and Learning. Smith also established the position of Vice President for Spiritual Life as part of
his on-going efforts to foster a
Christ-centered, nurturing environment on campus, according
to the press release. Under his
leadership, the university also
created the position of Senior
Advisor for Diversity.
“Grappling_with_enrollment,
academic_excellence,_cultural
competency, Christian integrity
issues and the COVID-19 pandemic [has] showcased [Smith’s]
commitment to the development
of higher education within the
Seventh-day Adventist Church,”
said Ron Smith, chairman of
Southern’s Board of Trustees and
See SMITH on page 2

SALT program crosses
international borders
Ciarah Clark
Staff Writer

Laiza Silva sells handmade ceramics during last year's 423 Night Market. Photo by Estefania Sanchez.

Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
On Saturday,_Oct._17,_Student Association (SA) will host
the_third_annual_423_Night
Market to showcase students’
entrepreneurial endeavors.
More_than_75_vendors_are
expected to participate this year,
including_many_who_will_sell
thrift clothes, books, art, crafts,
food and miscellaneous items.
SA President Sheryl Kambuni
said this year's venue change is
due to financial considerations
as well as COVID-19 concerns.
“We have a partnership with
[The Commons], [so] maybe
in future years we can do that
again,” Kambuni said. “But it
saves us a bit of money to have
it on campus and not have to

More than 75 vendors are expected
to participate
this year, including many who will
sell thrift clothes,
books, art, crafts,
food and miscellaneous items.
pay for a venue. It helps out
so we can give more money to
student vendors.”
423 Night Market will be held
at Taylor Circle_in_the student
parking lots between Talge and
Thatcher dorms and the guest
lots in front of Wright Hall. Campus Safety plans to send out an

announcement about students
having to move their vehicles.
Additionally, instead of starting at 8 p.m, as was originally
advertised on SA’s Instagram
page, the market will be held
from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Another change this year will
be the absence of community
residents. Kambuni said only
students, faculty and staff are
allowed to have booths or be
present throughout the night. It’s
an adjustment that may affect
on-campus vendors, such as
returning senior clinical psychology major Chloe Bastajian, who
is hoping to sell out her sugar
scrubs despite the restrictions.
See NIGHT MARKET on page 2

When 20-year-old China Williams attended an evangelistic
meeting in May of 2020, she had
no idea she would end up leaving her home in Auckland, New
Zealand to live in the United
States three months later.
After a long day of work, sitting in a meeting was the last
thing on Williams’ mind, but her
mother convinced her to go.
“Once I got in [the meeting],
I felt a presence,” Williams said.
During the meeting, Williams
heard about Southern Adventist University’s Soul-Winning
and Leadership Training (SALT)
program from SALT Director
Douglas Na’a, who is also from
New Zealand.
“I told God, ‘I want to be able
to_teach_people,’”_Williams
said._“And_then_when_I_saw
[Na’a] standing with Soul-Winning and Leadership Training,
I just thought, ‘Okay, that’s it.
I’m coming.’”
After_the_meeting,_Williams
spoke_with_Na’a_about_joining
SALT.
“My mind was blown,” Williams said. “This [program] was
what I was waiting for. I was not
going to miss this opportunity.”
Williams is one of three international students who traveled
to the U.S. last August to be a

part of the SALT program without enrolling at Southern. In
total, there are six international
students, three of whom are
enrolled in SALT for credit.

SALT is an amazing program that
will test your
limits. They take
care of you, and
they bring out
something from
you, and it’s not
them. It’s God.
While SALT can be taken
for college credit for students
seeking a minor in evangelism,
students can also register for
SALT as non-credit participants,
taking evangelistic classes at
Southern without them counting toward a major or minor,
according to Na’a.
Na’a reported that 21 students
are a part of SALT for the Fall
2020 semester, eight of whom
registered as non-credit participants. Three of the non-credit
participants_are_international.
Williams_is_one_of_them,_along
See SALT on page 3
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continued from page 1

“Community_[members]
can’t come, so that might be
a factor in the turnout,” Bastajian said. “But I’m hoping
that because it’s on campus, it
might be more accessible.”
The event is known for freshly-made food and beverages,
which will not be sold this year
because of COVID-19.
“You can [sell] food, but it has
to be individually packaged [or
in] sealed containter[s], with
clear indication saying, ‘Do not
eat me at the market; eat me
later,’” Kambuni said. “The risk
comes when someone takes off
their mask to eat. So, they’re
trying to have the vendors and
market attendees have their
masks on the entire time.”
423_Night_Market_began
during_the_2018-2019_school
year, under the leadership of
former_SA_President_Rhidge
Garcia. Kambuni said every SA
president develops his or her
own projects, and some become
more successful than others,
depending_on_student_body
needs and time constraints.
If the project has served its purpose well, then it may be_time_

to_move_on,_she explained. In
the case of 423 Night Market,
she chose to continue_despite_
COVID-19 restrictions.
“423 night has been a way to
empower the student body,”
Kambuni said. “You’re giving
back to your community [and]
encouraging students to be
entrepreneurs—to share their
God-given talents with other
people on campus.”

423 night has
been a way to
empower the
student body.
You’re giving
back to your
community [and]
encouraging
students to be
entrepreneurs.
One student who was
inspired to share her talent this year, after being an
attendee the past two years,
is junior graphic design major
Molly Untalan.
She and her friend Berly Hernandez, a fellow junior graphic

SMITH

continued from page 1
president of the Southern Union
Conference_of_Seventh-day
Adventists. “I will miss his leadership and friendship.”
Southern_Financial_Administration Senior Vice President
Tom Verrill said Smith has modeled what it means to be a Christian leader and will leave the university in a secure position.

Dr. Smith is
someone who
is eager to give
a few minutes
of his busy
schedule to any
random student._
“David’s passion for students
and for spreading the love of
Christ has inspired me,” Verril
said._“His_presidency_accomplished_significant_objectives
that prepare us well for a strong
and successful future.”
In_addition_to_teaching
English_at_the_university_for
17_years,_Smith_also_served
as_department_chair._Prior_to
becoming Southern president,
he served as president of Union
College_in_Lincoln,_Nebraska,
and senior pastor of the Collegedale Church of Seventh-day
Adventists._His_wife,_Cherie,
and two daughters are graduates of Southern. Smith said he

and his wife plan to remain in
Collegedale after his retirement.
Southern alumnus and former SA President Mark Galvez
said he was shocked by the
news of Smith's soon retirement, but is thankful to have
worked alongside him.
“Dave Smith is one of the
best listeners I have ever met,”
Galvez said. “In conversation,
whether personal or business,
Dr. Smith has always been an
active listener, someone whom
I could trust with crazy ideas,
confidential issues and even
personal matters. ... Dr. Smith is
someone who is eager to give a
few minutes of his busy schedule to any random student.”
The university did not
release names of possible candidates for the position. They
announced instead that the
Board of Trustees plans to
launch a nationwide search for
Southern’s next president and
hopes to complete the process
before Smith retires in 2021.
On Oct 15, the Board of Trustees Governance Committee will
have a meeting to determine
the search process.
“I hope [the next leader]
is a deeply spiritual person,”
Smith said. “Hopefully the next
leader will be somebody who
understands, appreciates and
nurtures the experience that
students and their parents are
seeking here.”

Corrections and Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_at_accent@southern.edu_or_reach_us_
through_our_social_media accounts.
Vol. 76. Issue 6 - In the story "Truth is Stranger: Film professor
directers new movie," Samuel Guerra was identified as a junior film
production major. Guerra is a sophomore.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

design student, will be selling
tote bags, art prints and customized Spotify albums.
“I’ve always wanted to do it,
[but] never had the motivation
to spend the extra time I had
to create designs and print
[them],” Untalan said. “I’ve
always loved supporting other
creatives and buying their
products. I thought I might as
well do it too!”
Noa Soisoi, a returning vendor_and_senior_psychology
major,_considers_423_Night
Market an opportunity to not
only give but benefit financially.
She usually paints content that
reflects her Samoan culture.
This year, her theme consists of
the ocean with small messages
of encouragement.
“I don’t like asking my parents
for money and [thought] that
this was a great opportunity
to not only showcase the thing
that I love to do and share my
culture, but also still receive
[added income],” Soisoi said.
Kambuni said attendees can
expect live music performed
by students throughout the
night. All COVID-19 regulations
will be enforced, she emphasized, including the daily sur-

vey, mandatory masks, wristbands and social distancing.
Mobile cash apps, such as
Venmo, Cashapp and Zelle are
encouraged, but vendors are

not limited to cash, Kambuni
said. She also said the weather
is expected to be cold and
recommended that everyone
dress in warm clothing.

Southern Votes hosts debate
watch parties for students

Students watch first presidential debate held on Sept. 29. Though the debate for this week was cancelled,
Southern Votes Director, Xavier Snyder, encourages students to research the candidates and their policies.
Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda.

Patrick Scriven
Staff Writer
Southern Votes, a student-led
voter registration and engagement_program_at_Southern
Adventist University, has been
hosting_presidential_and_vice
presidential debate watch parties at Brock Hall.
Xavier Snyder, junior history
education major and director of
Southern Votes, said he plans to
hold an event for every debate
because he wants to give students
the opportunity to vote with confidence in the presidential election.
“We decided to host these
watch parties because one of
Southern Votes’ goals is to give
students the information they
need to vote,” Snyder said.
“These debates are a direct way
of allowing voters to hear from
the candidates themselves, and
so we wanted to make that an
option and a collective event for
Southern students.”
Clayton_Powell,_senior_theology_major,çhas_attended
both debates thus far. He, too,
expressed_the_importance_of
being informed in the current
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political climate.
“This is a huge year, and I
would even say this is the biggest election of our lifetime,”
Powell said. “So, it’s incredibly
important to be informed.”
Powell_also_mentioned_the
benefits_he_sees_in_coming
together and discussing politics
with peers.
“I think it would be healthy for
students to be able to share their
convictions if it’s done in a positive, constructive way,” Powell
said. “It’s great to be with fellow
students, and it’s nice being in a
classroom together with others
so we can talk about it.”
The_tone_of_the_first_two
debates was strikingly different and evoked various reactions among students. Maddy
Thomas, senior history education major, also attended the
first two debates and noticed
this difference.
“The_first_debate_was_difficult_to_watch,”_Thomas_said.
“It felt like an hour and a half
long_argument_between_two

Copy Editors
Megan Yoshioka
Christina Coston

people trying to talk over each
other. I thought it was annoying—the yelling back and forth.
It was very unprofessional. The
second debate, however, was
a lot more interesting. I could
actually hear the questions and
understand the answers. It was
more poised and clear.”
Southern Votes plans to host
watch parties for the remainder
of the election period. However,
debates have been put on hold
since last Friday when news
broke that the upcoming presidential debate between Donald
Trump and Joe Biden would be
cancelled. The debate, originally
planned for Oct. 15, has been
postponed until further notice
after President Trump said he
wouldn’t participate in a virtual
discussion.
According_to_Snyder,_students can still do their part in
learning about the candidates
by doing research_online_and_
finding ways_to_get_involved_
in_local campaigns.
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NEWS
Theology student
drops new album:
'Dia y Noche'

Students react to administration's
decision to change schedule
Taylor Dean
News Editor
Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
Last_week,_the_Southern
Accent_announced_the_extension_of_Christmas_break_and
shortening of Spring break via
an_Instagram_post._The_post
received comments from many
students sharing their opinions
about the decision.
In_a_poll_posted_on_the South-

ern_Accent’s_Instagram account,
we asked students if they agreed
with the administration's decision.
Twenty-eight percent (79 people)
said yes and 72% (206 people)
said no.
According_to_Vice_President
of_Student_Development_Dennis Negron, administration was
faced_with_the_challenge_of
meeting student desires while
also_maintaining_the_safety_of
the_campus._Additionally,_he

shared insight as to why the
decision was ultimately made.
“So far what we have learned
is that virtually every single case
of a positive test for COVID-19
was brought onto our campus
from off campus.” Negron said.
“Breaks are the types of events
that all universities are wrestling
with because they know some
students are likely to return having contracted the virus somewhere else.”

Students share opinions about the schedule change
“Personally it gives me more time at home because I
have to spend less time traveling.”
Hannah Moravetz— freshman, general studies
“Spring break helps break up the semester. Now it feels like we’re
stuck at school even longer.”
Emily Turk— sophomore, I/O psychology

Album cover for "Dia y Noche." Photo courtesy of Cristian Sorto.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
Cristian Sorto,_a_senior theology_major,_dropped_a_new
w o r s h i p _m u s i c _a l b u m _l a s t
week._Having_previously_
released music, Sorto said the
album is a goal fulfilled.

If one song can
reach the right
person at the
right time, then
that's enough for
me to continue
to write and
release things.
“This project was something
that I've been working on these
past four years that I've been in
college,” Sorto said.
The_album,_titled_“Dia_y
Noche,” can be found on any of
the main music streaming platforms, including Spotify, iTunes
and YouTube. It contains nine
worship songs in Spanish and
two in English.
“When I was in high school,
there was a song that I was able
to write with a good friend of
mine,” Sorto said. “That song
was just so impactful to me,
and it's in the album. It's called
‘Desire,’ and we made a Span-

ish version that I translated and
called ‘Anhelo.’ And that was like
the foundation for the album.”
Sorto was born in Boston and
raised in Atlanta by El Salvadoran parents. He grew up in an
Adventist church, where his family was very active. During that
time, it was his older brother
who fueled his musical ambition.
“[When] my brother started
singing, I wanted to sing,” he
said._“From_there,_I_started
developing my relationship with
God. And doing music is where I
was always able to connect with
God and grow my relationship.”
Sorto said he wanted to make
music that would not only impact
the Latin American community,
but also people who don’t speak
Spanish. He wanted the songs to
reach people spiritually.
“If one song can reach the
right person at the right time,
then that's enough for me…
to say, ‘I'm going to continue
making music. I'm going to
continue to write and release
things,’” Sorto said. “Because
maybe my sermon isn't going
to reach that person. But if my
sermon doesn't, then I know a
song that I wrote, a song that I
produced…can reach them.”

FINANCE

continued from page 1
nomic conditions can change in
unexpected ways.
Because of the financial difficulties that many students
face due to the pandemic, Walters said Student Finance aims
to provide support throughout
the semester.
“Each_semester_we_go
through what's called the ‘drop
process,’”_she_said._“ We're
looking at students’ accounts
and seeing past due amounts,
determining if [the student]
has to go through the process.”
The “drop process” involves
examining the payment plan
that a student and his or her
guardians must develop before
the student starts classes, to
ensure that they will be able to
complete the semester without financial difficulty. Additionally, it sets amounts that
students must pay throughout
the semester in order to remain
enrolled in classes.
“I know it seems kind of
like a negative thing,” Walters
said. “But the reason for doing
that, other than just wanting
to make sure that the student
can actually afford to be here,
is also just making sure that we
are not setting the student up
to just bring on more debt.”
According to Walters, the university has been more lenient

with this policy this semester,
and the list of dropped students
is actually much lower than it
has been previously.
The university has also been
providing_scholarshipss for students looking to contribute to
their bills. One of the most utilized programs is the Work Initiative Scholarship Endowment
(WISE), which is a donor-funded,
work-matching_program_that
some students qualify for based
on merit and financial need.

“I can spend the time with family instead of being stuck in the dorm so I love it.”
Brynna Scarbrough— sophomore, nursing
“I agree with the decision mainly because I do see the reasoning behind it. Do I
think it’s necessary? No, I think that it is premature, but better safe than sorry.”
Josh Donesky— sophomore business, administration
“People will still travel.”
Alyssa Wolf— sophomore, social work
“As happy as I am to have a break since I’m burning out this semester, it needs to be longer.”
Steven Roman— freshman, computer information systems
“Southern students and faculty have been smart about
COVID. Why wouldn’t that translate at home?”
Sylvester Smith— junior, religion
“It’s annoying (especially the extended break) for students who may work on-campus jobs and need the money, as well as those who had plans for spring break. But
I understand the importance of the decision for the safety of everyone, so I don’t
necessarily disagree.”
Zoë Kanas— sophomore mass communications and art major
“It allows international students like me to actually be with their family due
to quarantine rules.”
Ashley Boehner— junior, nursing

SALT

continued from page 1
with Doh Htoo from Thailand
and Aadesh Biswa from Nepal.
SALT is an outreach program
at Southern that teaches students how to share the Gospel
and has students go door-todoor throughout the Chattanooga area to offer Bible studies, according to Williams. Na’a
said_international_students
have been joining SALT since it
first began in 2011. And while
their participation is not widely
known, it is not uncommon.
Na’a said SALT goes beyond
teaching and door-knocking.
“Students experience transformation and community in
their [lives],” he said. “Students
find purpose and belonging.”
Na’a_said_international_students bring a worldview of evan-

gelism and leadership that is very
unique to people in the U.S.
“Because of that, learning and
exchanging of ideas occur,” he
said. “It becomes a collaborative
experience for students, both
overseas and local.”
Williams’ journey from New
Zealand to the U.S. was not without its challenges. She experienced delays in obtaining her
visa. She did not know how she
would pay for her trip. In addition, she had to prepare herself
for international travel in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“I thought, ‘I’m going to do
this. I’m not going to miss [this
opportunity], because if I do
miss it, [God] is going to use
someone else,’” Williams said.
When the pastors of Williams’

church heard about her trip,
they began to spread the word
about her financial need. Soon
after, her trip was fully funded
with the help of her church and
conference.
“Once I got on the plane,
everything that I went through
was worth it,” Williams said.
Williams has enjoyed SALT
since her arrival. She loves meeting new people, teaching them
about God, and learning from
her experiences in outreach.
“SALT is an amazing program
that will test your limits,” Williams said. “They take care of
you, and they bring out something from you, and it’s not
them. It’s God.”

One of the most
utilized programs is
the Work Initiative
Scholarship
Endowment (WISE).
“Students_[in_WISE]_have
to work either on-campus or
off-campus; it doesn't matter,”
Walters said. “As long as they
are putting at least 50% of their
earnings on their school bill, we
match it up to $3,000 per year.”
The program keeps track of
the student’s pay stub in order
to correctly match the bill payments. The application deadline
for WISE is usually Sept. 30, but
Student Finance is looking to
extend it into October.

Left: China Williams, an international student from New Zeleand who came to Southern to complete the
SALT program. Top Right: China Williams bows her head during prayer in her class. Bottom right: China
Williams and SALT director Douglas Na'a. Photos by Xander Ordinola
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Flag Football
Benjamin Oliver jumps for the football.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.
Daniel Im buckles down to get past the defensive line.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Trey Gettys launches for touchdown.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.
Preston Gentry tries to catch Brandon Park.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Misael Polanco watches as Luke Fogg catches the football.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.
Teams Studd Muffins (white) and Brogurt Land (green) fight for posession of the
ball. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Jeremy Luedtke advances to the end zone as a new play begins . Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Collegedale commission candidates discuss transparency,
property tax hike at Wired Coffee Bar
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
On_Oct._9,_the_Nightside
Pachyderm Club of Hamilton
County, a Republican group with
programs centered around government and politics, hosted a
public forum at Wired Coffee
Bar, where Collegedale commission candidates presented
their platforms to 13 residents
in attendance.
Only three of the seven commission_candidates_running
for office participated in the
forum: Alexander Brown, Matthew Sadler and Christopher
Twombley. Each candidate was
given approximately five minutes to present his platform.
After each candidate spoke, the
forum continued in a question
and answer format.
Absent from the event were
four_other_commission_candidates:_Mayor_Katie_Lamb,
Vice Mayor Tim Johnson, Commissioner Debbie Baker and
Johnnie Hoskins. Lamb, Johnson and Baker are the only
incumbents in the race. The
t h re e _c a n d i d a t e s _w i t h _t h e
most votes will be elected or
re-elected to office in the Nov.
3 election. Once all commissioners are elected, the mayor
and vice mayor will be chosen
by the commissioners.

To p i c s _ a d d r e s s e d _ a t _ h e
forum_included_the_Collegedale_city_budget,_a_39
cents property tax increase
and the current management
of Collegedale’s leadership.
Brown,_Sadler_and_Twombley_all_said_they_would_like_to
see_more_transparency_from
city_government._Twombley
referred specifically to the four
candidates who didn’t show up,
linking their absences to a lack
of transparency.
“Transparency implies that
you have nothing to hide and
that you’re willing to talk about
the issues,” he said. “[When]
we wake up every morning,
we make some decisions. We
decide what our priorities are
for that day. And today, [for the
other commission candidates],
being here [and] listening to
what the people have to say
was not a priority.”
Brown agreed with Twombley’s statement and brought up
a property tax increase levied by
the city last year.
“If we were informed there
was a tax increase about to
occur, more people would
have shown up to that meeting
before they would have that
vote,” he said. “More people
would have said, ‘Hey, what are
you doing?’ They’re getting into
our pocketbooks. But what are
they doing in return for us?”

Brown said he believes a lot
of what’s happening in city government is “not told to us [residents], not communicated or
they’re swept under the rug.”
At_the_May_28,_2019_Collegedale_Commission_Workshop City Manager Ted Roger
presented the 2019-2020 Collegedale budget, which included
the 39 cents tax increase. Several citizens expressed their
concerns in the following June 3
and 17, 2019, Collegedale Commission meetings.
During_his_first five minutes,
Sadler_said,_“Collegedale_has
some serious issues with transparency” and his platform has

been based on that issue and
financial responsibility.
“I was at the meeting last year
where they initially had the first
and the second readings of the
budget with increased property
taxes,” he said. “I cannot recall a
single person who went up there
and said, ‘I’m in support of this.’”
“There were some people
who went up there and said,
‘I’m against this entirely he said.
“Ultimately, I feel the commissioners feel that their responsibility is to the city manager, and
that’s not how a relationship
wins and that’s not how a relationship should be interpreted.”
The_Accent_attempted_to

reach the four candidates who
were not present for comments
re g a rd i n g _t h e i r _a b s e n c e s .
Baker and Johnson said they
had prior commitments and
were unable to attend. At the
time of publication, Lamb had
not been reached for comment.
Hoskins said he spent the
evening reaching out to voters
in the community.
“Historically,_these_events
have had a very low turnout of
Collegedale citizens present,”
he said of the forum. “With
that said, I made the decision
to meet as many citizens as
possible by knocking on doors
this evening.”

Candidates speaking at the Collegedale Commissioner Candidate Forum at Wired. From left to right: Christpher Twombley, Matthew Sadler and Alexander Brown. Photo by Aubri Dancek

Hamilton County extends mask mandate for another month
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Hamilton County held a
media briefing on Oct. 6 to
announce the extension of the
mask mandate to Nov. 22.
“I’m_asking_today_of_our
Health_Department_again_to
issue_another_directive,_we
want this directive in place for
the next 45 days [from Oct.
9] which will push it out to
Nov. the 22nd,” said Hamilton
County Mayor Jim Coppinger at
the media briefing.
According_to_Hamilton

County_Health_Directive_No.
3, the county will continue to
require that all persons, over
the age of 12 years old, wear a
face covering or mask that covers both the nose and mouth.
Masks must be worn inside
and outside at all public and
private establishments.
A complete list of rules and
exceptions can be found on
the Hamilton County Health
Department’s website.
In an Oct. 8 press release

from the Hamilton County
Health Department, the number of COVID-19 related deaths
has surpassed 100.
“It is with deep sadness and
respect that we honor these 101
lives that have been lost,” said
Health Department Administrator Becky Barnes, “These are
not just numbers or statistics.
Each one of these deaths represents a very real and painful
loss to family and friends as well
as to our community.”

A c c o rd i n g _t o _t h e _H e a l t h
Department_website,_there
were_10,499_total_cases_of
COVID-19_and_101_COVID-19
related_deaths_in_Hamilton
County as of Oct. 9.
Hamilton County offers free
COVID-19 testing at the Alstom
Plant located at 1125 Riverfront
Parkway everyday from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m., no appointment
necessary. Testing is also available at the Homeless Healthcare Center located in down-

town Chattanooga, at 730 E.
11th Street, from Monday to
Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m,
according to the Health Department website.
For more information, call
the COVID-19 hotline at (423)
209-8383 or visit the Hamilton
County_Health_Department
website_at_health.hamiltontn.
org/AllServices/Coronavirus(COVID-19).aspx.

SPORTS
Los Angeles Lakers ice out the Heat

MLB World Series nears

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

The long NBA season has
finally come to a close. After
dominant Games 1 and 2, an
early exit for the Miami Heat
seemed highly likely. Jimmy Butler had other plans, though, with
a triple-double in both Games 3
and 5, forcing a Game 6.
The Heat did have some
adversity to play through with
Bam Adebayo and Goran Dragić
both getting injured after Game
2. In order to make the series
continue, others on the Heat
would have to step up. Tyler
Herro and Duncan Robinson
both rose to the occasion deciding to have above-average scoring nights to help the clearly
exhausted Butler.

With it being close in Game 5,
it seemed that the Lakers were
about to put the Heat away.
The Lakers had the last shot
and LeBron deferred to Danny
Green, who saw his wide open
game-winning three fall short.
That missed shot gave Heat fans
all over the country hope for a
possible seven–game series.
The harsh reality is that the
Heat, in the fateful Game 6,
appeared as though they had
already given everything they
had and had nothing left in
the tank to stop LeBron from
another ring. The Heat at one
point went down by 36 points.
With outstanding performances
by Butler, and the hustle from

LeBron holding the NBA finals trophy and his finals MVP trophy

the Heat, the series was fun to
watch. The reality was LeBron
and Anthony Davis, with their
supporting cast, was often too
much for the Heat and the rest
of the NBA to handle.
Once again, Lebron is a champion and running mate Anthony
Davis has gotten his first ring.
It was an interesting year with
plenty of surprises. We will have
to wait to see when the NBA will
return because of uncertainty
due to COVID-19. What we do
know is teams will return both
ready to defend titles or get
revenge for the 2019-2020 season.

The World Series is just one
series away. The previously
unheralded Tampa Bay Rays,
the overlooked Houston Astros,
the powerhouse Los Angeles Dodgers and the upstart
Atlanta Braves can all see the
World Series in their future.

The Braves have faced very
little resistance on their way
to the World Series. They’re
5-0 and four games have been
shutouts. The Dodgers will
absolutely provide more challenge.

The Dodgers have been
equally as dominant, albeit
giving up more runs than the
Braves. They made quick work
in the first two games of the
Wild Card against the Brewers
and swept upstart San Diego
in three games while seldom
trailing.

The Rays have faced the best
competition thus far. As the
first seed, the Rays faced eight
seed Toronto, who was actually
a game out from being the 5th
seed or higher. They swept, but
Game One was tight. Their next
series with the New York Yankees went to five games- the
only series to go the distance.
They won it in the 8th on a solo
home run and have defeated
the Astros in Game One by the
same score: 2-1.

The Astros, after finishing
below .500 in the regular season, swept the Minnesota
Twins and made quick work
of division rival Oakland in the
division series. Just making it
this far, after cheating in previous years en route to success, is a big win for them. No
one wanted to see them here,
regardless of if they continue.
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Biden vs. Trump: ‘The reason behind my choice’
It’s time things go back to
normal

Actions speak louder than
words

Christina Cannon
Contributor

Justin Ross
Contributor

The first presidential debate
this term yielded what may be,
for the first time in the history
of the United States, a Saturday Night Live spin-off that
was profoundly less bizarre
than the actual event. As the
dust is settling in the weeks
after the debate, the deadline
for Americans to decide whom
to elect is fast approaching
and requires a decision.Here
are the reasons I will vote for
Biden and a few possible implications of his election.

be ‘united under one flag,’ left
to their own devices to fight
each other about how to better the country, instead of why
the other holds no place in it.
America was far from perfect
before the last election, and it

will be far from perfect after the
next one. I propose a presidency
under Biden will be boring,
un-newsworthy and prosaic, but
it will also peacefully, agreeably
and justifiably “normal.”

The main reasons to
elect Biden are centered
around the need for a
return to normalcy and
stability.
The main reasons to elect
Biden are centered around the
need for a return to normalcy
and stability. It is often argued
that overlooking the recently
published tax records, demeaning remarks and questionable
foreign relations is a necessary
price to pay for perceivably
favorable policies and political
stances. However, this thinking
has generated a kind of nationwide tolerance of turbulence in
the air over the Potomac.
Upholding principles at the
price of party politics is a difficult decision for many voters to make and has become,
unfortunately,
understandable. There will obviously not
be a single, unified party if
Biden becomes president. And,
arguably, there never should
be; unity is not synonymous
with agreement. What there
will be, though, is a potential
for two disagreeing parties to

There are many reasons
to vote for President Donald
Trump—these are the main
factors that will affect my vote
this year.
First, actions speak louder
than words. Trump might not
have the best control of his
mouth, but in the end, he has
good results. In these last four
years, he has accomplished
a lot. In 2016, he promised
his supporters that he would
build a wall, cut taxes, bring
back jobs, leave NAFTA, grow
the economy and more. I do
not agree with everything he
has done, but I agree with the
majority. It is refreshing to see
politicians keep a majority of
the things promised for once.
Secondly, I agree with his
pro-life stance. I stand by the
interpretation that a human
life starts just after conception.
As it says in the Bible, “You knit
me together in my mother’s
womb…” (Psalm 139:13). I cannot endorse a candidate who
stands by the killing of infants.
Trump has taken a strong
stance against abortion.
According to BBC, last year
he did not allow federal funding to go to organizations
that provide abortions or refer
mothers to abortion clinics.
Biden wants to pass a federal
law that allows abortions. He
also wants to repeal the Hyde
amendment, which blocks taxpayer money to be used for
abortions except for in cases of
rape, incest or endangerment
of the mother’s life. This would
make it much easier to use
abortion as an easy way out of
a pregnancy instead of giving

the child a chance to live.
The final and most important reason that decides my
vote is how a candidate views
the freedom of religion. Trump
has passed executive orders
from protecting children’s
religious freedom in schools
to advance religious freedom
worldwide.

It is refreshing to
see politicians keep
a majority of the
things promised for
once.
Biden has said a lot of
things, but a policy about the
LGBTQ+ community has me
worried the most. I believe it
could threaten religious freedom. In this policy, he states
“Religious freedom is a fundamental American value. But
states have inappropriately
used broad exemptions to
allow businesses, medical providers, social service agencies,
state and local government
officials, and others to discriminate against LGBTQ+ people.”
This might seem nice, but
I could see him using this to
force churches to approve of
LGBTQ+ behavior and forcing
them to have LGBTQ+ pastors.
I have never and will never
stand for everything a candidate stands for. Each candidate has things that I disagree
with. Trump has more that I
agree with, and I believe that
he will give me more time to
spread Christ to others.

RELIGION
A God of diversity: Finding unity in a disunified World
Ananda Glover
Contributor
Turn on the news and you’ll
see racial tension, political
issues, humanitarian crises
and overall chaos. Ignorance
abounds and misunderstandings are frequent. Our world is
marked by underlying divisions
that have made their way to
the surface.
In an era when you are
either praised or condemned
for your personal beliefs, how
are we to react as Seventh-day
Adventists? Are we supposed to
turn a blind eye, or should we
let our voices be heard? What
are Christians expected to do in
these times of uncertainty?
Well the answer is quite simple. All we have to do is examine God’s character.
God in all His omnipotence is
a unified Being, and He wants

us to reflect that unity in our
relationships. This was God’s
original plan for the world,
but sin caused division among
God’s people. As a result, our
differences have led to division
and contention rather than
love and unity. The devil preys
on this estrangement, knowing
that disunity causes turmoil.
There are many cases in
the Bible that show the consequences
of
dissonance.
Lot separated from his uncle
Abraham and opted to settle in Sodom, where he faced
years of trials, temptation and
sinful living. Jacob tricked his
brother Esau into trading his
birthright and had to abandon the life he knew. The fact
that these sequential accounts
were taken from the first book

of the Bible indicates the significance of their messages. From
the beginning, God warned His
people to take heed of the lessons these accounts teach.

God does not
expect us to walk
or talk the same.
He chose to instill
diversity within His
people. God does
not discriminate.
He loves
unconditionally.
Ecclesiastes
9:9-10,
12
states: “Two are better than
one because they have a good
return for their labor: If either
of them falls, one can help the

other up. But pity anyone who
falls and has no one to help
them up. Though one may be
overpowered, two can defend
themselves.”
It was not God’s design for
man to be alone. He created us
to be social creatures.
As Christian brothers and
sisters, we must encourage
each other to keep up the
good fight. For we are stronger when standing together.
Ellen G. White says in the book
Testimonies to Church, “In the
case of the church of Christ, we
are actively fighting against the
devil and his ploys” (p. 1909).
The devil’s goal is to confuse
and mislead. He finds joy in
division and loves it when we
hate others. To rise above this,
we must see problems from

beyond face value. Only then
will we realize that the underlying issue is rooted in sin. When
we shift our perspective, we
realize that it’s not an us versus
them issue, but rather an us
versus sin issue.
God does not expect us to
walk or talk the same. He chose
to instill diversity within His
people. God does not discriminate. He loves unconditionally.
He does not look at race or
creed, He looks at His children.
As Christians, we must embrace
a culture of Christ—one that
emphasizes love, mercy and
forgiveness to all who are willing to accept.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
Setting your own pace: Learning how to actually be single
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Do you ever catch yourself
silently judging a couple sitting on a blanket between the
dorms? Do you ever pause for
a moment and realize that,
while “you wouldn’t ever do
that if you were dating someone,” in reality you are a bit
envious you’re not the one sitting out there with your significant other?
Here’s the deal. Movies and
books and all sorts of media
have glorified the image of
being in these fantastical relationships, turning the idea of
dating someone into the direct
path to happiness and comfort. And, yes, while relationships—when healthy—can be

beautiful and incredibly fun,
obsessing over obtaining one
is quite the opposite.
Take it from me. I used to
not be able to go anywhere
without the silent hope that
maybe the love of my life
would be there. That guy in
the front row of my class who
I have never spoken a word
to but have created an entire
internal narrative around? He
could be the one.
What I’ve come to learn is
that when we find ourselves
obsessed with finding “the
one,” the expectations we have
of others will cloud any red
flags or accurate judgements
that are yet to be made. Catch

yourself if you find that you are
catering your interests to the
person you’re trying to impress.
If you have to be anyone except
who you know yourself to be in
order to earn the attention of
someone else, you’re seeking
the wrong person.
This isn’t to say that some
relationships aren’t there for
you to learn and grow, or that
you should avoid relationships
at all costs. However, making
sure your priorities are in line
will lead you to the real, fulfilling connections that we actually crave as human beings.
When you’re really single,
there is no better time to dive
into your own passions, your

own dreams and your own
desires for your life. What do
you want for you? If you could
have it your way, where would
you be? Who would you be
with, platonically? And what
would you be doing?
Picture it like this: When
you’re single, it’s like you’re
going for a run. You get to set
your own pace. If you push
yourself too hard to catch up
with someone else, you’re
going to burn out. If you slow
down to match their pace,
you’ll be less efficient than you
could be otherwise. However,
if you keep your own pace and
happen to run into someone
who is able to run alongside

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

you without slowing down or
speeding up, you can healthily
grow together.
We’re in college. This is
where many of us choose our
trail, find which shoes work
best and set our pace for the
run of life. If you spend too
much time wondering whether
or not so-and-so is thinking of
you as much as you’re thinking
of them, get your priorities in
check. Explore all of the opportunities and trailheads that life
has to offer, and stop trying to
keep up with someone on a
path that you don’t even really
want to be on.

#SAUlife
Paula Macena

Zoë Kanas

Daniel Hasel @dani_hasel
*pulls up* You know what we are here for
“Uhm, this is—”
*plays sicko mode*
“This is a Covid Symptom Check station”

Bailey DuBose @bay_what
Fafsa really asked how much I have in my bank account and how
much my assets are worth, I had to laugh

Gianna Arroyo @giannamairie
I want to

viva.paula pc: Lila Odhimabo #SAUlife

aggressively sob

Bryan Arvelo

zoekanas pastel dead redemption #SAUlife

Amy Dias Nogueira

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra
everyday that i walk into hickman, i push a pull door. will the pain ever
end?

Stephanie Chavez @chvzsa
Ugh I LOVE crying about hw instead of actually doing my hw

bryanarvelo lol #SAUlife

Congratulations @marisalnegron!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Benjamin Olivier

amy_karolyne S•A•T•U•R•A•T•I•O•N #SAUlife

Jennifer Walker

Kevin is looking for some decorations
to revitalize his room and is headed
to the store. Find him in this issue to
recieve a

$10 Target
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
bigben_olivier certified #SAUlife

jen.n.walker Oh? Why am I smiling? Because
I am a DAUGHTER OF GOD! #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 14
55-79

www.southern-accent.org

3 on 3 Basketball Sign-Ups Begin

Thursday 15
Friday 16
39-63

National Boss’s Day
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Joseph
Khabbaz
7:02 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow, Tent

Sunday 18
54-68

SAT Exam

Praxis ll Score Deadline for Student
Teaching Winter 2021
11:00 a.m. – #PurpleThursday Photo
Booth
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations
– Alan Parker: Adventists and the
LGBTQ+ Community

Saturday

52-79

17

9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
45-64
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Church
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, SAU
Promenade
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream & Live in Church
7:00 p.m. – Evensong, southern.edu/evensong
7:01 p.m. – Sunset
8:30 p.m. – SA Event: 423 Night Market, Taylor
Circle

Monday 19
GRE Subject Exam
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council

Tuesday 20
52-70

Senior Exit Exam
5:00 p.m. – Mid-Term Grades Due, Verified
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Chapel

52-72

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|14

Rj Bain

Monday |19

Philippe Blake

Haley MacDonald

Dara Domingo

Adam Butler

Richard Thomas

Cristidaliz Espiritusanto

McKenzie Hanon

Saturday |17

Aaron Hong

Emrik Milis

Jason Moore

Bella Meesarapu

Armando Reid

Alex Thompson

Raven Morgan

Uelcy Lorelee Ty

Auriana Toews

Sanchez

Xavier Snyder

Sunday |18

Nick Whitmill

Lacey Banther

Ronn Agustin

Thursday |15

Sarah Delaware

Ashley Hunte

Alyson Cole

Arihalys Guzman

Joseph Lim

Raymond Kim

Abi Niemeyer

Tuesday |20

Jennifer Pheng

Hannah Moyer
Gwyn Davin Pagarigan Madi Rodriguez
Evan Schulz
Conner Schell

Friday |16

Alyssa Stojkic

Kaili Kimbrow

Missy Syvertson

MASTER’S DEGREE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Learn the Technology That Shapes the Future
Southern’s Master of Computer Science degree puts you
on the road to a successful career in a cutting-edge ﬁeld.
A built-in advantage
Recent graduates with a bachelor’s degree gain the equivalent of ﬁve
years of work experience—time relativity at its ﬁnest.
Positive outcomes
Position yourself for job growth and enhancement and straight-forward
access to administrative roles.
Financial rewards
Graduates can expect to earn up to an additional $12,000 to $20,000
annual salary.
Areas of study
• Software architecture, engineering and development
• Network security
• Distributed systems – cloud computing
• Embedded systems – small electronics in all new technology
• Algorithms
With careful planning, you can complete a bachelor’s
degree AND a master’s degree in ﬁve years!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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'My window became my friend': Students
Biology,
chemistry share their various quarantine stories
labs adapt
to changes
amidst
pandemic
Geoffry Fowler
Staff Writer
For_students_in_the_Biology
and_Chemistry_departments,
fulfilling lab requirements with
COVID-19_safety_precautions
takes more labor and resources
than in previous years, according to Keith Snyder, chairman of
the Biology Department.

In a typical lab
[pre-COVID-19],
we had 30
people. Now, we
have 15. Instead
of the students
coming to the
front to get
supplies, we now
have stations
set up.
“In a typical lab [pre-COVID-19],
we had 30 people. Now, we have
15,” Snyder said. “Instead of the
students coming to the front to
get supplies, we now have stations set up."
According to Snyder, each lab
group has three students who
will stay in their designated
spots for the whole semester.
Each group is separated by 12
to 15 feet of space with enough
space in each group for social
distancing, Snyder said.
"This is the best way we could
See LABS on page 2

Taylor Dean
News Editor
To_take_precautions_against
the_spread_of_COVID-19, Southern_Adventist_University_has
quarantined students who have
either come into possible exposure, reported symptoms on the
daily health assessments or have
been identified by contact tracing. Three students who were
required to quarantine for a week
and a half, all due to close-contact exposure, shared their varying quarantine experiences.
Sophomore social work major
Angelina Jones said she received
a text from a friend who had
tested positive for coronavirus,
and shortly after she received a
phone call informing her that she
had been exposed and would
need to enter quarantine. According to Jones, she had about 30
minutes to go back to her dorm

room and pack up her things.
“I actually got a good bit of
time to pack up,” Jones said. “But
I was kind of confused. I packed
up and didn't know who to call
after, so I called the front desk.
Then finally they got someone to
come escort me to the third floor
of Thatcher South, where she
gave me some paperwork and
told me what was happening.”
However,_senior_industrial
o rg a n i z a t i o n a l_ p s y c h o l o g y
major Luis Moreno and junior
biology_major_Reyna_Adame
reported different, more stressful experiences when they were
informed that they would need
to_quarantine._Moreno,_who
was off campus when he was
informed of his exposure to
someone in his class who tested
positive, said the allotted time
he was given was stressful.

“I had half an hour to come
back [to campus] and get anything_I_could_possibly_need,
and it was a very, very stressful
time,” Moreno said. “Luckily, I
was warned beforehand that I
was going to be in quarantine,
so I went out and bought everything I would need. But for somebody who's running low on stuff,
they have no opportunity to go
and get stuff really quick before
they're forced into quarantine.”
Adame, who was also exposed
to someone who tested positive,
said her anxiety about packing
her things began when she had
to walk to the University Health
Center (UHC) in the rain to receive
information about her quarantine process. She said UHC personnel told her she would have
15 to 30 minutes to collect her
things and move into her quar-

antine room in Thatcher South.
“It was very stressful,” Adame
said. “I also had to walk back
to my apartment in Southern
Village, and I freaked out the
entire time about what my life
was going to look like for the
next two weeks. I was basically
prepared when it came to what
I’d need for all my classes, but I
only packed one pair of sweatpants in the rush of it all. I did
get more pants later.”
According_ to_ Jones_ and
Moreno, they both had a vague
idea of what the quarantine process would entail and felt it was
ultimately_a_learning_process.
Adame, on the other hand, said
she went in blindly.
“I_knew_absolutely_nothing
going into quarantine except that
See QUARANTINE on page 3

History, political science students
Administration
get active in local and state elections addresses professors'

technological needs
Qualyn Robinson
Managing Editor
For many professors, managing in-person classes while
simultaneously following new
COVID-19 procedures has caused
extra stress in class. To alleviate
additional pressure experienced
by professors at Southern Adventist University, administration has
created an opportunity for each
class to have a teaching technical
assistant.

Xavier Snyder, David Runnels and Patrick Scriven work with regional organizer, Venus McCoy, on the campaign for Democratic Senate candidate, Marquita Bradshaw. Photo courtesy of Xavier Snyder.

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
As the presidential election
looms closer, many Americans
are also looking at the politics
closer to home in city and statewide elections. In Collegedale,
the_ballots_include_candidates
running for Board of Commission positions as well as Tennessee and federal House and Senate seats. A few students from
Southern_Adventist_University
are_actively_involved_in_working_in_politics,_on_both_the_
city_and_state_level.
Southern student Xavier Snydera is currently working on the

campaign for Marquita Bradshaw, a Democratic candidate
running for a U.S. Senate seat to
replace retiring Republican Sen.
Lamar Alexander. Bradshaw is
running against Bill Haggerty,
a Donald Trump-endorsed candidate. On her official campaign
website, Bradshaw said she is
“...a Tennessee native; a Memphian who has extensive experience in the environmental justice movement and an advocate
for human rights.”
“I started working with the
Marquita Bradshaw campaign
almost as soon as they opened

an office here in Chattanooga,”
Snyder_said._“I’ve_volunteered
and interned with political campaigns every year for the past
five years, so getting into everything was fairly easy.”
Snyder_said_the_has_various
responsibilities_for_the_campaign,_including_door-to-door
canvassing,_text_banking_and
phone banking.
“Because_of_my_experience, my responsibilities have
expanded to include leading out
canvassing and phone banking
teams, and also in volunteer
See ELECTIONS on page 2

Our goal is to
help you [faculty]
provide the
best Seventhday Adventist
Biblical,
Christian
worldview
instruction
for each
student while
maintaining your
excellence in the
classroom.

According to Cynthia Gettys,
director of the Center for Teaching Excellence and Biblical Foun-

dations of Faith and Learning,
the positions were developed
in response to numerous conversations with faculty on campus about feeling overwhelmed
with the additional technical
requirements associated with
COVID-19.
“This is the first of many ways
we are seeking to support faculty during this difficult time,”
she wrote in the email.
According to Gettys, professors are allowed to select one
student from their class rosters to hire as a tech assistant.
The role would include coming
to class ten minutes earlier to
assist professors with setting up
technology, monitoring Zoom
chats and assisting with band
checks and seating charts for
contact tracing. Students would
be offered resources and adequate training for the position.
“Administration will pay for
the cost of the tech assistant,”
Gettys wrote in an email to faculty. “[The students] will earn
$75_for_the_remainder_of_this
semester._...In_Winter_2021,
if this was provided for a full
See SUPPORT on page 3
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NEWS
ELECTIONS

HTML offers free coding classes via Zoom

continued from page 1
recruitment,” Snyder said.
Snyder also shared that he
was taken aback with just how
much information candidates
have on potential voters.
“If you’re a registered voter,
campaigns on both sides likely
have your phone number, address
and sometimes know your political affiliation,” Snyder said.
He said analytics and information regarding voting campaigns have been highly developed_and_refined,_and_the
various campaigns seem to utilize this information differently.
David Runnels, a senior archeology and history major, is also
working in local Collegedale politics. He is currently working on
the campaign for Independent
candidate Alexander Brown, who
is running for the Collegedale
Commission._Runnels_said_he
was_able_to_get_into_working
for_Brown_through_a_department-wide notification from Lisa
Diller, dean of the History and
Political Science Department.

This position
has really helped
me understand
the ins and outs
of local politics.
Many people
focus on national
politics. While
that’s very
important, it’s
also important to
pay attention to
local politicsand
policies that
are being
implemented at
that level.
“After meeting with him
[Brown],” Runnels said. “He took
me on, and I’ve been getting
valuable experience ever since.”
Runnels stated that his main
responsibilities_are_door-todoor campaigning, taking photos_at_campaign_events,_and
helping to run the official campaign website.
“ This_position_has_really
helped_me_understand_the_ins
and_outs_of_local_politics,”_he
Runnels_said._“Many_people
focus on national politics. While
that’s very important, it’s also
important to pay attention to
local politics and policies that
are being implemented at that
level, as they can have a large
impact on our lives.”
State_and_Federal_elections
are taking place on Nov 3, and
students can check their voter
registration status on Vote.org.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_
corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_
at_accent@southern.edu_or_
reach_us_through_our_social_
media accounts.

Camila Barreto and Lorena Alves, HTML leaders. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter
The_Higher_Tech_Minded
Ladies_(HTML)_group_at Southern_Adventist_University_is
currently offering free coding
classes via Zoom.
The_program_has_offered
classes for middle school and
high_school_girls in the_Collegedale area for the past couple of years. But it has now
transitioned to classes via Zoom
to avoid putting students and
instructors at risk for COVID-19.
The_group is a branch of Enactus at Southern, which is led by
students in the School of Business.
HTML_focuses_on_teaching
girls how to code in order to prepare them for careers in STEM
fields. The group currently consists of about 20 students, most
of whom are returning.
Senior finance major Allison

Barreto_and_sophomore_management_major_Lorena_Alves,
both_co-project_managers_for
HTML,_said_they_have_been
working on improving the program in order to recruit more
students and to continue serving the girls in the program.
According to Alves, the group
opted to host the classes online
rather than cancelling the proj-

ect or putting the students’ or
instructors’ healths in jeopardy.
“One of the major benefits
can be the easy access for the
girls,” Barreto said. “And, our
amazing_computer_science
majors_have_found_ways_to
teach everything they need and
still help them through Zoom.”
According to Alves, Zoom has
allowed more students to be a
part of the program while also
providing more flexibility to the
project managers.
Both project managers and
their team are working to grow
HTML as much as possible, not
just locally but also nationwide.
“We want girls to build their
c o n f i d e n c e_a n d _l e a r n _w a y
more_than_just_app_design,”
Barreto said.

Thatcher Farm to hold virtual tour
during upcoming Alumni Weekend

Matthew Gorten works in Thatcher Farm. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
A virtual tour of Southern’s
Thatcher_Farm will be going live
during_the_upcoming_Alumni
Weekend,_which_is_less_than
two weeks away. The farm was
started in the summer of 2012,
and has been a unique part of
Southern Adventist University
ever since.
“The_video_came_about
because_every_year_—_usually
for_camp_meeting_and_alumni
weekend — I give an in-person
physical tour of Thatcher Farm,”
said Seth Shaffer, farm manager and adjunct history professor. “And it's been a huge hit.
We can have upwards of over
100 people show up for the
tour…[But] because of COVID,

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

HTML focuses_ on
teaching girls how
to code in order to
prepare them for
careers in STEM
fields. The group
currently consists of
about 20 students,
most of whom are
returning.

this year the University opted
not to do an in-person Alumni
Weekend, but instead to do it
virtually.”
Shaffer, who teaches the sustainable agriculture class, said
that while students can benefit
from what they learn in class, it
is crucial to put what they learn
into practice.
“In order to do agriculture,
you can read all the books, you
can watch all the videos you
want—you're going to get the
theory down really good,” Shaffer said. “But unless you actually
get out there and put that theory into practice, it's just theoretical knowledge.”
According_to_Shaffer,_students get hands-on learning at

the farm to complement what
they learn in the classroom. He
said the farm ultimately serves
as the lab portion for the class.
“We're putting into practice
everything we've learned in the
classroom,” Shaffer said. “So,
we're seeding, planting, watering, weeding, and harvesting.
It's all a cycle.”
Shaffer_said_the_Thatcher
Farm_virtual_tour_will_show
viewers how the farm works, its
history and the various learning opportunities._This will be
streamed_on Saturday,_Oct 31
at 3p.m.,_via_Southern’s_Facebook page or at southern.edu/
streaming.
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LABS

continued from page 1
figure out how to run the labs
and still meet the needs of the
COVID situation," Snyder said.
Similarly,_Brent_Hamstra,
chairman_of_the_Chemistry
Department, said that they had
to limit their labs by half the
normal occupancy.
“General chemistry labs have
14_students_maximum,_and
organic chemistry labs have 12
students maximum, who still
work in pairs to work faster and
develop teamwork skills,” Hamstra said.
According to Snyder, labor
for both student workers and
professors has increased for
the Biology Department to help
prepare for the laboratories.
“A year ago, we would bring
our book and a PowerPoint for
a lecture, and we could interact
with the students. Now, we have
to get the PowerPoint up, get
the mic up, get Zoom running,
see if the students on Zoom
have any problems and connect. And, if there is a quiz, [the
stress] is that much more. The
biology professors are tired,"
Synder said.

We value
giving all of our
lab students
hands-on
laboratory
experience so
they can develop
the lab skills
needed for
success in future
courses and in
their careers.
Hamstra said there is also
extra stress because professors
have to put in more hours for
teaching labs.
“If_a_professor_is_teaching
four 2-hour labs instead of two
3-hour labs, that’s an extra 2
hours in lab each week,” Hamstra said, “Those hours add up
and make it harder to get grading, office hours, lecture preparation and other aspects of our
work done as quickly.”
The stress factor in the Chemistry Department, according to
Hamstra, is that the students
are not getting the full lab experience and are not learning the
course material as they desired.
“We can’t just cut content as
easily as some folks seem to
think we can,” Hamstra said.
Sophomore biology and Spanish major John Burdick said professors have been finding ways
to adapt to the changes. He
added that he prefers the new
methods that his professors
have implemented, and that his
confidence has increased going
into his labs because he feels
well-prepared.
“The professors tend to record
videos ahead of time,” Burdick
said. “You can get all the instructions ahead of time to prepare
for the lab beforehand, so you
will be spending less time in the
lab than you normally would.”
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SUPPORT

continued from page 1
semester, these students could
earn up to $150 for serving as a
tech assistant for a course.”
A c c o rd i n g _ t o _ t h e _ e m a i l ,
Southern’s Online Campus will
provide resources for the students as well as on-going training opportunities. Gettys hopes
tech assistants will be beneficial
for classroom efficiency.
“Our goal is to help you [faculty]
provide_the_best_Seventh-day_
Adventist_Biblical,_Christian
worldview instruction for each
student while maintaining your
excellence in the classroom,”
Gettys wrote in the email.
Rachel Williams-Smith, dean
of the School of Journalism and
Communication (SJC), reacted
to the newly-created tech assistant positions.
“There used to be a time where
I could walk into class five minutes early with time to spare,” she
said in an interview with Accent.
“Now, I walk into class and there
are lots of procedures to follow.
And to have one person handle it
all is very difficult.”
Williams-Smith_selected_a
technical assistant for her class
who_has_been_helping_even
before the position was created.
She believes the assistance has
allowed her to start on time and
run the class more smoothly.
“Having a tech assistant does
not stop all of the problems that
arise,” Williams-Smith said. “But
it gives you another hand in
addressing the problems instead
of solving them by yourself.”

NEWS
Financial administration shares top ten
expenses from the last fiscal year
Estefania Sanchez
Lead Reporter
Executive Director of Budgeting & Financial Analysis Doug Frood explained in a recent interview with the Accent how Southern
Adventist University breaks down its expenses. According to Frood, Southern allocates its budget in more than 50 areas, including
things such as housing, wages and benefits. During the last fiscal year ( June 2019 to May 2020), Southern spent $72,741,162. These
are the top 10 items that make up 64.2% of Southern’s expenses.

QUARANTINE
continued from page 1

I would not be able to go to class
or see my friends,” Adame said.
“There was a lot of confusion
and questions that just had to be
answered as the week went on.”
To receive their meals each day,
Adame and Jones said they had
to fill out forms to have their food
delivered. According to Jones, she
faced problems with the delivery
of her meals.
“When they deliver you your
lunch and breakfast, a lot of times
the sauce would be everywhere,”
Jones said. “Probably my biggest
complaint was how haphazard
they were in delivering things. But
at the same time, they're very consistent as much as they could be.”
Moreno faced different challenges with his food delivery. As
a Southern Village resident, he
said, he does not have a meal
plan balance and was not made
aware that he would have to pay
for his meals during quarantine if
they were provided by Southern.
“I had to ask friends to bring
me food, so it was a constant pro-

cess of trying to find someone
that was free,” Moreno said. “So,
Village students be warned [that]
if you do not have a meal plan,
they're going to make you pay
for the meals that they're giving
you. Be prepared for that, and
try to figure out friends who can
actually get you food if you don't
want to eat the cafe food.”
According to Adame and Jones,
they both spent alot of time on
their_phones_calling_and_FaceTiming family and friends. Jones
added that after she asked the
deans when she would be able
to get outside time, the deans
organized hiking trips led by staff
members so that those enclosed
in their rooms could get fresh air.
According to Moreno, he was not
made aware of the option to go on
walks until a nurse informed him
three days into his quarantine,
but he readily took the opportunity to spend time outside.
In_the_time_between_meals,
Moreno said it was very hard to
enjoy his free time in his room.

You can send
gifts to your
quarantined
friends if you
know their room
number. You
don’t know how
much it means to
someone in quarantine to know
you’re thinking
of them.
“I just watched TV and slept,”
Moreno said. “I just was so unmotivated. I felt like I was stuck in
prison and it was not a fun experience. It was terribly lonely. And
I felt like every time I asked for
something, I was inconveniencing people. It was just a really,
really bad experience.”
Like Moreno, Adame said she
struggled with a lack of productivity and loneliness, as the stress

and emotional rollercoaster she
experienced from being isolated
from everyone was hard for her.
“I actually thought I’d be super
productive because I was going
to be alone with no distractions,
but that is so far from the case,”
Adame_said._“You_are_by_no
means in an environment that
induces productivity. I would pace
a lot, and I don’t usually pace. But
something about being trapped
in a small room by myself made
me pace a lot.”
However,_both_Adame_and
Jones said they found comfort in
the fact that they both had windows that allowed them to see
people other than the nurses
and dorm personnel. Jones said
her friends would come visit her
at_her_outward_facing_window,
which made her more appreciative of her support system.
“I'm really grateful for my time
in quarantine,” Jones said. “That
sounds horrible, but I actually
got time to relax, which was the
plus side of it. Also, I got to see

how many people love me and
care for me. My friends sent me
things to cheer me up, came to
my window to see me, and they
were always checking in on me.”
Adame encouraged fellow students who may be wondering
how to make their own, or their
friend’s quarantine experience,
more bearable to engage with
their friends as much as possible
to combat the loneliness.
“ M y _w i n d ow _b e c a m e _m y
friend,”_Adame_said._“If_your
quarantined friend is in a room
where the window faces outside,
to a place where you can physically be, go visit them. You can
send gifts to your quarantined
friends if you know their room
number. You don’t know how
much it means to someone in
quarantine to know you’re thinking of them.”

L-R: Reyna Adame, Luis Moreno and Angelina Jones. All three students were in quarantine within this past month and share varying experiences during their time.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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423

NIGHT MARKET

Natalie Harder sells oil paintings and shows the process behind her art.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.
Kerby Desamour takes on the stage during 423 Night Market.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Dan Catangay was one of the many performers to sing live during 423 Night Market.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Giselle Velasquez and McKenzie Covrig sell Bad Portraits for $1.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Kenneth Bautista greets Tahkai Martin. Bautista sold dorm essentials from his business,
Mark Down Mart. Photo by Xander Ordinola.
Josh Perez performs for crowd of students. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Lantern decoration for 423 Night Market . Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Collegedale and surrounding areas still suffering
from tornado damage
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Parts_of_Hamilton_County,
along_with_other_parts of east
Tennessee and north Georgia,
were hit by an EF3 tornado on
April 12, leaving many homes,
businesses_and_structures
destroyed._Six_months_later,
Collegedale_and_surrounding
areas are still recovering from
the damages.
According_to_Hamilton
County Lead EMA (Emergency
Management_Agency)_Planner Gregory Helms, a tornado
damage assessment of building
value was conducted on April
16 for Hamilton County, and the
grand total of damage is about
$160 million. The assessment
includes land use, mixed use
residential,_multi-family/mixed
use, public, commercial, duplex,
public/school, multi-family and
residential._The_assessment
then categorizes the damage
by severity: minor, major and
destroyed._The_total_cost_for
residential damages in all categories is about $86 million.
Kehiry Castillo, a senior production_media_major,_was_at
home_on_Jenkins_Road_near
Standifer_Gap_with_her_family
when the storm first hit.

“Nothing_major_happened
to my house, but my neighborhood, as well as the surrounding_neighborhoods, were hit
really bad by the tornado,” Castillo said. “I couldn’t recognize
anything when my family and
I came out to see the damage
the tornado had made. All of
the electric poles on my street
were down, and I couldn’t see
some of the houses because
they were surrounded by trees.”
According to Castillo, there are
still a few houses in her neighborhood that are in need of repair.
“My_neighborhood_is_way
better_than_it_was_a_couple
of months ago,” Castillo said.
“Most of the houses that were
damaged have already been
fixed or rebuilt, and others are
going_through_that_process
right now.”
Cristy Pratt, a Southern Adventist University psychology
professor, recalls the April tornado that caused major holes in
her roof and massive damage
to her yard and others in the
neighborhood.
According_to_Pratt,_most
of_the_Drake_Forest_subdivision_located_off_of_Shallowford_Road,_where_she_lives,_
was_destroyed_and_needed_to
be rebuilt from_the_ground_up.
“Most of the [houses] on the

front part of my street are back
to normal, but there are still lots
of houses in our neighborhood
that are waiting for demolition
before beginning to [be] rebuilt
from ground up,” Pratt said.
“We were told over 200 homes
in our neighborhood are having
to be rebuilt.”

Dealing with insurance is a long
and difficult process, and it’s very
slow.Over half
of our neighborhood still needs
to be rebuilt. It’s
devastating.
Pratt and her family had to be
out of her house for four weeks
while it was being repaired.
Most of her neighbors are still
staying in rented houses as
their homes are being rebuilt,
according to Pratt.
“Dealing_with_insurance_is
a_long_and_difficult_process,
and it’s very slow,” Pratt said.
“Over_half_of_our_neighborhood still needs to be rebuilt.
It’s devastating.”
The_Accent_interviewed
two_Collegedale_Commissio-

ners who participated in the
clean-up efforts after the storm.
Commissioner Debbie Baker
assisted her neighborhood in
getting medical treatment by
unlocking the entrances so the
emergency crews could enter.
“ The_most_important_are
the people who pulled their
resources_together,”_Baker
said. “Neighbors helped neighbors. Citizens contributed their
own resources, whether it was
backhoes_or_backbones,_to
help not only family and friends
but to help total strangers. I
am very proud of the people
who set aside differences and
worked together as a team to
ensure the safety of others.
It’s the people that make Collegedale great!”
Vice Mayor Tim Johnson and
his family volunteered with a
group called Open House Volunteers to help clean some
of the hardest hit areas. Most
of his weekends following the
storm involved cutting trees,
moving and burning debris.
“Honestly,_the_interaction
with impacted families stands
out to me the most. Their eyes
were searching for help when
we would arrive. The hugs and
tears they shared will_always
remain_etched_in_my_mind,”
Johnson said.

Bidgett Raper is the strategist
for the Small Cities Coalition of
Hamilton County. On behalf of
the City of Collegedale Raper
said most of Collegedale has
recovered from the storm.
“The City of Collegedale and
its_citizens_worked_together
after the disaster to quickly get
the city cleaned and repaired,”
Raper said. “Thanks to the hard
work of so many people, especially the city’s Public Works
Department,_Collegedale has
mostly recovered from the tornado’s_devastation._Damage
to_the_city facilities has been
repaired_or_is_nearing_completion._Thankfully, insurance
covered the majority of the
cost of repairs.”
According_to_the_Tennessee
Office of the First Lady’s website, Tennessee Serves Tornado
Survivors, those who have been
affected_in_Hamilton_County
by the April tornado and are in
need of immediate assistance
can_contact_the_Red_Cross_of
Southeast Tennessee or the Salvation Army of Chattanooga.

Right: House by Shallowmeade Ln. remains in ruins. Top left: Trees and power lines off of Standifer Gap. Bottom Left: House off of Shallowmeade Lane, which is still in need for
reparations. Photos by Aubri Dancek and Bailey DuBose.

SPORTS

NFL quarterbacks wrestle for the MVP title
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

After five weeks of the NFL,
we have seen what most teams
are made of. And of those teams,
we have seen which individuals
have stood out the most. It’s still
early, but MVP discussions are
already taking place. The obvious front runners for this race
typically_come_from_quarterbacks. This year is no exception,
with three QBs that have outperformed the rest.

The_front_runners_include
Seattle_Seahawks_Russel_Wilson, Buffalo Bills Josh Allen and
Green Bay Packers Aaron Rodgers. These three, right out the
gate, have been putting up huge
numbers and have kept their
teams to almost perfect records.
Wilson seems to be winning
the race so far with a perfect
record_and_an_offense_that
seems totally unstoppable. If

Wilson can keep up this pace
and win MVP, it would be his first
of what could be called many
deserving years as MVP.
However, Allen is no joke. This
year, he and the Buffalo Bills
have come to play. His completion rate is in the upper 70% for
the year. For such a young guy,
to be able to lead his team to
victory night after night while
putting up the numbers that he

has is such a welcoming sight for
Bills fans.
Yet, we all know what Rodgers is capable of with a long and
impressive_resume,_including
two MVPs. If there is anyone who
knows how to be the league’s
most valuable player, it’s Rodgers. Whether it’s his ability to
throw off defenses with his hard
counts and audibles or throwing perfect dimes to undrafted

receivers, Rodgers is always putting on a show.
It’s still a close race. And, who
knows, in a few weeks a newcomer might emerge as a front
runner for the MVP title of the
2020-2021_season._It’s_a_long
season_and_things_can_often
change quickly. If things remain
the same, though, we could see
a first-time MVP in the form of
Josh Allen or Russell Wilson.
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OPINION
Diversity, representation and inclusion at Southern
A welcoming community,
a loving campus

There are still strides
to take

Jeff Kern
Contributor

Isabella Eklund
Contributor

Does_Southern_Adventist
University adequately reflect
its diverse student body? Statistically_speaking,_the_university has the highest number of foreign students and
students of an international
background._Southern_also
has_several_different_cultural
clubs such as Latin American
Club (LAC), Asian Club, Black
Christian Union (BCU) and
many more. My experience
at Southern has been a really
amazing one.
As a person with two ethnic backgrounds and three
cultures,_I’ve_always_found
it hard to adapt to a certain
c u l t u re . _M y _p a r e n t s _w e r e
missionaries, so we’ve lived
in Brazil, Peru, Rwanda and
most recently, South Sudan.
With my father being from
Brazil and my mother Peru,
you could probably imagine
the struggles I’ve had to face.
When I lived in Brazil, I didn’t
fit in, and when I lived in Peru,
I didn’t fit in either.
I was always the one guy
who was the outsider. I eventually grew to accept that
about myself and saw the
positive sides in it, such as
the fact that I was trilingual
whereas my peers only spoke
o n e _l a n g u a g e . _A l t h o u g h _I
thought it was really cool that
I was different, I always wondered what it would be like to
not stick out.
Then I came to Southern. To
say my experience at Southern
isn’t amazing would be a complete and utter lie. Ever since
I came to Southern, I’ve found
myself welcomed by a commu-

nity of people who all have different ethnic backgrounds and
who are so diverse in culture
that I strangely felt very comfortable. I noticed that there
is so much representation and
that the university makes an
effort to make the students feel
represented and welcomed.

Southern Adventist University
is an incredibly diverse school
for its location. Here in the
South, and especially in the city
of Collegedale, TN, you do not
generally find many people of
different backgrounds.
According_to_the_most
recent American Community
Survey (ACS), 78.7% of the Collegedale population is made
up of white people. Because
of this, the diverse influx of
students at Southern is a rarity, which has, unfortunately,
been underrepresented.

Ever since I came
to Southern, I’ve
found myself welcomed by a community of people who
all have different
ethnic backgrounds
and who are so diverse in culture that
I strangely felt very
comfortable.

Although Southern
has made various
attempts to represent various cultures through Latin American Club,
Black Christian
Union and Asian
Club,it still tends to
come up short.

Southern also hosts one of
the greatest events of the year:
LAC Night. This event showcases
the spirit of the various Latin
cultures and the unity of the
students. Other cultural events
that Southern hosts include
Asian Night, which is also a
really awesome event, and BCU
Night, which also focuses on
student representation.
S o u t h e r n _i s _a n _a m a z i n g
university,_and_I_do_believe
that students are represented
amazingly. Even though I am
aware that some students
might not share the same feelings as I do, that’s okay. After
all, we are all a huge community, and whatever we can
do to improve any issue that
Southern may face, let’s work
on it together as one family.

Although Southern has made
various attempts to represent
various cultures through Latin
American Club, Black Christian Union and Asian Club, it
still tends to come up short.
In a school, community and
country that is majority white,
there is always more that can
and should be done for minorities. In a university that places
so much emphasis on being a
welcoming_place_for_international_students_and_uses_its
diversity to draw in incoming
undergraduates,_there_is_an
additional responsibility placed
on the shoulders of the administration to do so.

There are many things that
can and should be done for
better_representation._One
idea_is,_instead_of_celebrating_these_different_cultures
only_one_month_in_the_entire
school_year_(Latin_American
Heritage_Month,_Black_History
Month,_etc.),_they_should_be
celebrated year-round to make
these_different_cultures_feel
more_included._Another is that
more Vespers/seminars should
be given for these students of
different backgrounds, so they
may_speak_about_their_own
experiences_and_represent
their cultures as they see fit.
Having_this_more_frequently
would also help to further educate white students on issues
that minorities face.
Another idea that I would particularly like to place emphasis
on is creating more safe spaces
for minorities within the school.
It is certainly not easy to live in a
country that already has racism
and/or xenophobia at every corner, and having a safe space for
people of the same background
to come together and talk and
share their experiences would
be incredibly beneficial and
help build an overall healthier
atmosphere on campus.
The different students attending_school_here_bring_more
culture_and_life_to_not_just
Southern,_but_to_the_entire
community surrounding it. In
a world where so much has
already been taken from different cultures, the least that could
be done is to give back and provide proper representation.

RELIGION
Meditation: What can we glean about God from human
character and perception?
Charlotte Ishikawa
Contributor
You might have seen the
popular slogan, “Eat, Sleep and
Repeat,” but the reality is that
we need more than food, sleep
and shelter to survive. In the
1990s, children in Romanian
orphanages suffered from lack
of love in the form of physical affection. Although the
infants were fed, diapered and
bathed on a set schedule, they
didn’t receive any other physical affection and lay in their
cribs isolated and alone. When
these kids grew up, they struggled_with_controlling_their
emotions, connecting to others and staying in school.
Love is important for everyone. Love increases the longevity and quality of life. If you
asked your grandparents what
makes them feel the happiest,
most would say the relationships they formed. The more
love and support people give,
the longer and fuller their lives
will probably be.
As_Christians,_we_understand_that_God_has_created
us to thrive by receiving and
giving love. The fact that God
integrated love so deeply into
the human framework speaks
to His vision before the fall: a
system where He provides for
us, and we reciprocate by surrendering our hearts to Him. If
we are made in the image of
God and love was designed as
our center, then love must also
be the center of God.
This_centrality_of_love_in
God’s_character_is_illustrated
in the Bible, especially with His
gift of salvation. Even when the

Bible depicts God in forms that
may scare us, we can still see
His love displayed intensely
through the descriptions.
When_the_prophet_Ezekiel
e n c o u n t e re d _t h e _L o rd , _h e
“looked,_and_[saw]…a_great
c l o u d , _w i t h _f i r e _i n f o l d i n g
itself.” (Ezekiel 1:4).
That’s certainly a frightening,
intense vision! But even though
fire is associated with destruction, it also represents warmth.
This fire was also described as

“infolding.”_This_is_dynamic,
and in today’s words, it would
be spherical. With these metaphors, Ezekiel provides a physical representation to illustrate
God’s_love:_pursuing,_all-encompassing,_His_fear-inspiring glory along with the fierce
warmth of His love.
So why don’t we always feel
this _a ll-c o ns uming, _fierce,
selfless love when we try to
encounter God?
There are multiple answers,

but let’s look at one: We’re separated from God by sin. While
on this earth, we cannot expect
to always feel God’s love and
presence. Satan continues to
twist this world and change our
feelings to null our perception
of God’s love. Sometimes we
must walk with God based on
knowledge, not just on feelings. Just by examining our
design, we know God created a
system of life around love.
So, even when the separa-

tion of sin stings at low points
in our walk with God, we can
still experience His love by
claiming such Biblical truths:
“For_I_am_persuaded_that
neither_death,_nor_life,_nor
angels,_nor_principalities,_nor
things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 8:38-39).

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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How to recognize and reverse your burnout
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Are you finding it harder than
before to feel an ounce of care
for your classes? Is going back
to bed at night what you look
forward_to_most_throughout
your day?_Do you feel so overwhelmed that you allow school
and work to take precedence
over_taking_care_of_yourself?
Were_you_depending_on_our
now-cancelled_fall_break_to

rejuvenate your spirit enough
to carry you through the rest of
the semester?
If you answered yes to any
of these questions, I will send
a prayer up for you this midterm season.
B u r n o u t _i s _re a l _a n d _n o t
something reserved for those
working full-time, “real-world”
a d u l t _j o b s . _B e t w e e n _c l a s s
credits,_club_meetings,_intra-

mural games, part-time jobs
and projects, burnout is common and very much prevalent
within a college atmosphere.
Don’t_discredi_the_idea
that you may be burnt out
just because you’re still a student. Even if you’re studying
what you are truly passionate
about, it doesn’t mean you are
immune to the side effects of
overworking yourself. Maybe

you’re not studying something
you feel called to do, and that
is_making_everything_even
more unbearable.
If you find yourself at this
point, you’re not alone. When
we_see_our_peers_breaking
their backs to meet deadlines
and fill their schedules to the
brim, it’s difficult not to feel
like we should be doing the
same thing. Like we’re not

doing enough. Like everyone
else is somehow going to
leave you behind.
Give. Yourself. A. Break.
It’s not too late into the
semester to change the way
you are feeling. You don’t need
to wait until next year to make
things different and take better care of yourself. Take a step
back and check your priorities.

Go to bed

Learn to say no

If everything in your body is telling you to sleep…go to sleep. You will thank yourself
in the morning when you don’t completely dread waking up and actually have the
energy to understand what the chapter you’re studying is talking about. Prioritizing
sleep will save you time during the day when you would otherwise be struggling to
focus in the first place.

If you’re questioning whether or not you can fit another responsibility into your
schedule, you probably shouldn’t be trying to. By overloading yourself even
more, the quality of your other work may suffer, leading to more stress if you’re
not producing the standard you uphold for yourself. Say no. Use that time to take
care of yourself.

Fuel your body at the start of the morning

Use your rest day to actually rest

I started eating breakfast every morning (even if I’m not super hungry) for the first
time since probably middle school, and I’m never turning back. This habit has given
me more sustainable energy through nearly every morning class this semester
than any cup of coffee. It doesn’t need to be big, but it should be something.

I only started actually practicing the Sabbath this summer, and it changed my life.
Reflect on what the day really means to you. Take the day as a chance to exist as
a human being unattached from any academic or work responsibility, and allow
yourself the freedom to recognize the bigger picture and tap into the ultimate journey we are all on. Find peace in the fact that we are designed to have a day off.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Jisu Chang

Monica Mendoza

Monica Mendoza @monicafoorever
Should I sell everything I own and travel the world looking for the
best taco to ever exist?
Blink if yes

Jaira Luna @jairuuuh
physically i’m here, but mentally i’m at the bottom of the fountain in
the middle of Taylor Circle

Rence Arroyo @notrence
Can’t wait to get the iPhone 12 in 4 years when the 16 comes out
j_i_s_u_c Can’t wait to see Jidongdong too
#SAUlife

Denise Angel

monicafoorever Anyways, here are some low
quality pics from the other day #SAUlife

Savannah Blanco

Joel Guerra @j8war
All I think about is how I want a mullet

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Normalize laying in bed for 3 hours after you wake up

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
Who needs a car air freshener when you can just leave panda express
in your car for 3 hours?

denise.angel96 To laugh at yourself is to love
yourself #SAUlife

Congratulations @jjjoannlee!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Danny Yonkers

ayaya.savannah670 C O Z Y S E A S O N
#SAUlife

Bradford McDonald

Kevin is tired and needs some energy
to finish the week strong. Find him
in this issue to join him with a

$10 Dos Bros
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
yannay_donkers “Can I get closer to the
Llama?” “Absolutely not.” #SAUlife

liamdrof Smartwater keeps the skin clearer
#SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 21
57-82

National Hispanic Heritage Month
National Chemistry Week
Senior Exit Exam
12:00 p.m. – TechBytes
5:00 p.m. – 3 on 3 Basketball Captains
Meeting
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate

Friday 23
61-81

National Hispanic Heritage Month
National Chemistry Week
Senior Exit Exams
Floor Hockey Sign-ups Begin
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Anna Bennett
6:55 p.m. – Sunset
7:30 p.m. – Star Watch: Hickman Parking
Lot
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow, Tent

Sunday 25
63-79

National Hispanic Heritage Month
9:30 a.m. – Senior Exit Exams

www.southern-accent.org
Thursday 22
National Hispanic Heritage Month
National Chemistry Week
Senior Exit Exams
11:00 a.m. – #PurpleThursday
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations
– President Smith: Q & A with
Administration
3:30 p.m. – Graduate Council

Saturday

61-82

24

National Hispanic Heritage Month
61-77
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Pastor David Ferguson,
Adoration Livestream & Live in Church
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, SAU
Promenade
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Pastor David Ferguson,
Renewal Livestream & Live in Church
6:54 p.m. – Sunset
7:00 p.m. – Evensong, southern.edu/evensong
7:30 p.m. – 3 on 3 Basketball

Monday 26

Tuesday 27
55-75

National Hispanic Heritage Month
Senior Exit Exam
11:00 a.m. – Senior Class Organization
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Chapel

National Hispanic Heritage Month
Last day for 40% tuition refund; No tuition refunded after today
Senior Exit Exams
4:00 p.m. – University Assembly

63-79

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|21

Hopi Keleti

Claudia Rands

Temerlin Brown

Jaira Luna

Hannah Sheridan

Michael Moyer

Josh Mangarfir

Kevin Simamora

Mile Pinero

Cosette Uta

Joseph Urbin

Kristen Steed

Evelin Velinova

Monday |26

Thursday |22

Saturday |24

Sam Benjamin

Steven Aris

Nezza Agudelos

Amanda Brennan

Natalie Boonstra

Jonathan Castro

Monica Mendoza

Matthew Kim

Nathan Chung

Spencer Tobing

Fulton Milam

Brian Fish

Drew Weaver

Hailley Revollo

Thomas Hayes

Tuesday |27

Madison Tsuchiya

Natalie Luttrell

Renny Calcano

Friday |23

Minoise Marcellus

Amber Fisher

Michael Francis

Eden Sampson

Kiara Sierra

Sunday |25

Joel Wright

Alfonso Itza

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN BUSINESS

Business With a Biblical Perspective

Southern’s Master of Business Administration
degree helps you acquire the skills you need to
be successful in today’s workforce—based on the
biblical principles of honesty, integrity, and high
ethical standards.
It’s convenient
All classes are online. Full- and part-time tracks are available,
and the MBA can be completed in as little as one year. With
careful planning, you can complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
master’s degree in ﬁve years!
It’s affordable
Southern’s competitively priced program is a valuable
investment in your future
Prep for CPA Review.
Students with an MBA Accounting emphasis may take the Wiley
CPAexcel review courses for six of their 12 elective hours.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

Collegedale News| 5

Opinion | 6

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

Domestic violence in Hamilton
County since COVID-19

Mandatory attendance and its
impact on students

How my cellphone brought
me closer to God

It's time for a "major"
change

October 28, 2020
Collegedale, Tennessee
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Southern
SDA universities across the nation take different
introduces approaches to prevent the spread of COVID-19
adult
degree
completion
program
Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
On Sept. 30, Southern Adventist_University_announced_an
upcoming_adult_degree_completion program on its social
media platforms.
According to the social media
posts,_“in_Tennessee_alone,
more than 900,000 adults have
attended college but never completed a degree.”

This program
allows
[participants] to
work on their
degrees while
still maintaining
their
obligations._
School_of_Journalism_and
Communication_Dean_Rachel_
Williams-Smith played a pivotal
role in the development of this
program._Having_previously
helped Oakwood and Andrews
Universities with similar initiatives, Williams-Smith_was asked
to join the project.
The_program_is_aimed_at
adults ages 25 and above who
were once in college but never
completed the requirements to
graduate. In order to be eligible for the program, they must
have earned a minimum of 24
college credits. The program is
designed to be flexible in order
to reach those who have a fulltime job or a family.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
As_COVID-19_cases_rise_in
the United States, Seventh-day
Adventist_universities_have
adopted_numerous_policies_to
mitigate_its_spread_among_students and faculty.
The United States currently
has 12 Adventist universities,
all of which are offering some
form of in-person classes or
labs this semester. These universities have all taken different approaches to prevent the
spread of COVID-19 and treat
confirmed cases.
According to Southern Adventist_University ’s_Director_of
Records and Advisement Karon
Powell, there are currently 2,721

As COVID-19 cases
rise in the United
States, Seventhday Adventist
universities have
adopted numerous
policies to mitigate
its spread among
students and
faculty.
students_enrolled_at_Southern,_though_some_students
are off-campus and attending
their classes online. As of Oct.
26, there had been 19 resolved
positive student cases and three

current positive student cases
reported on Southern’s website.
That translated to 0.8% of students testing positive for COVID19 since the beginning of the Fall
Semester of 2020. However, students are not tested unless they
fail their daily health screening
or contact the University Health
Center (UHC) and the UHC
deems it necessary.
Since Sept. 21, 10% of Oakwood_University’s_combined
student, staff and faculty have
been selected at random each
Monday to be tested for COVID19, according to the university’s
website. On Sept. 22, the university had 30 positive student

COVID-19 cases, which translated to 2.1% of its total student
enrollment of 1,422. However,
like Southern, not all of those
students are on-campus or local.
As of Oct. 26, Oakwood reported
10 more positive active student
cases on its website, meaning
2.8% of its total student population had tested positive.
As of Oct. 26, Union College reported on its COVID-19
Dashboard that 266 people on
campus, both students and
employees, had been tested
for COVID-19. According to the
dashboard, 19 individuals had
tested positive with four currently in isolation.
See QUARANTINE on page 4

See ADULT on page 3

Hamilton County Commission rejects
petition to remove confederate bust

‘It’s going to take
an entire campus
culture shift’:

Students and teachers reflect on
non-mandatory class attendance

Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor

Statue of Confederate lieutenant A.P. Stewart in front of the Hamilton County courthouse.
Photo courtesy of WCTV NewsChannel 9.

Patrick Scriven
Staff Writer
At the center of the Hamilton
County courthouse stands a
towering bust of A.P. Stewart, a
Confederate lieutenant general
during the Civil War. Erected in
1919, the bronze monument has
received heightened attention
in recent months and is now the
subject of growing controversy
in the Chattanooga area.
Several Hamilton County residents, including faculty members at Southern, have begun
publicly denouncing the bust,
pushing for its removal from the
courthouse yard. In late Sep-

tember of this year, an official
petition was brought before the
Hamilton County Commission.
Kevin Burton, a professor in
the history and political studies department, along with Lisa
Diller, the department’s chair,
were two of nine members to formally present their case for the
removal of the bust to the commission. Burton argued, among
other things, that a courthouse is
an inappropriate place for a confederate statue to be “immortalized and memorialized.”
“If you put it on the battlefield

or in a museum in its context,
then we can explain what's going
on,” Burton said. “But in front of
the courthouse, it's memorializing a confederate general who
was fighting to protect slavery.
This is offensive. So, we've got to
change that narrative.”
On Wednesday, Oct. 21, the
commission_officially_voted
against the petition with a partisan vote of 6-3. Some members
of the commission ultimately
pushed back against the petiSee STATUE on page 2

Unlike_previous_semesters,
S o u t h e r n’s _ a d m i n i s t ra t i o n
decided_to_make_class_attendance_non-mandatory_so_students_would_not_feel_pressure
to attend classes when they are
feeling ill. The change came as a
response to COVID-19 and gives
students the option to attend
classes in-person or via Zoom.
However, they can not be penalized for lack of attendance.
While some teachers use daily
quizzes or other tactics to encourage students to attend in person,
School of Journalism and Communication professor Lorraine
Ball said there has been “a significant change in attendance.”
“I have a student who has
attended class twice,” Ball said.
“On occasion they might show
up on Zoom, but not always.”
In an Instagram poll of 162 students, 60% said they skipped class
more than normal. The other 40%
indicated_that_their_attendance_
habits_“haven’t_really_changed.”

When Ball first heard of the
change in policy, she was concerned that it “would give students permission to not attend,
an excuse for why things are late
and not turned in and that the students will say they hadn't heard or
known of the assignment.”

I have a student who has
attended class
twice. On occasion they might
show up on
Zoom, but not
always.
Half-way through the semester, Ball said she has noticed
a drop in grades, which in her
opinion, is a direct result of the
non-mandatory_attendance
policy. She can usually trace it
back to the student not being
in class for the quizzes or not
See ATTENDANCE on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

2 | Wednesday, October 28, 2020

NEWS
STATUE

continued from page 1
tion, arguing that statues like
A.P. Stewart’s represent America’s ability to forgive and
remain united.
Burton, however, does not see
this result as a decisive defeat.
“I_think_that_ultimately,_the
statues_are_going_to_come
down,”_Burton_said._“It's_only
a matter of time. And so, one
thing I am satisfied about is that
we spoke out, we used our voice.
And the people who didn't want
it to be taken down, they were
forced to make a public decision
on it. So, we know the names
of the people who voted for it
to stay, and the names of the
people who voted for it to come
down. ... it's documented now.”
Numerous_professors_and
faculty members at SAU have
joined Burton’s efforts by calling
the Hamilton County Commission and demanding change.
According to Burton, the decision of whether or not to remove
the bust of A.P. Stewart “reveals
something about politics at a
much larger scale.”
“This democracy is rule of
the majority,” Burton said. “But
that means if you want something to change, and if there is
a minority group that's being
oppressed, you have to convince the majority that they
have to change something.”

This democracy
is rule of the
majority. But
that means
if you want
something to
change, and
if there is a
minority group
that's being
oppressed, you
have to convince
the majority
that they have
to change
something.
T h i s _ h a s _ a l s o _ p re s e n t e d
unique_opportunities_for_students_to_foster_positive_conservation._Richard_Thomas,
senior social work major, is one
of many Southern students to
understand the importance of
these discussions.
“I think it’s important for us
to be aware of this debate and
understand that not everyone
who is fighting for the statues to
remain is racist,” Thomas said.
“But, the realities of slavery and
racism have been repressed and
withheld through generations.”

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_
corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_
at_accent@southern.edu_or_
reach_us_through_our_social_
media accounts.

SuCasa plans to engage more Southern
students with new church building

Construction site for SuCasa. Photo courtesy of Stephen Ruf.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
The Collegedale Spanish-American_Seventh-day_Adventist
Church,_commonly_referred_to
as SuCasa and currently located
on Colcord Drive on Southern
Adventist University’s campus, is
working on building larger and
more advanced church facilities
on College Drive East next to Collegedale Academy.
On_Oct._11,_SuCasa_began
construction_with_a_groundbreaking_ceremony,_according
to the SuCasa Church Project
website. Construction Supervisor Danny Garcia said the new
church is expected to be completed by the end of 2021.
According to the website, this
building project has been going
on for the past seven years.
Martha Calderón, director of
SuCasa’s College Student Ministries, said the church’s original
idea was to expand its current
building. Then, at the beginning
of last year, Southern offered
SuCasa the more spacious lot by
Collegedale Academy._The_pastor informed his church members of the offer, and they voted
to build a new church on the lot.
This building project is certainly needed, according to regular SuCasa attendees and Southern students Anny Cordero and
Melani Echavarria Castro.
Junior_nursing_major_Anny
Cordero_said before COVID-19,
some people had to sit in the

easily expand it when necessary. Since our church has been
the mother church of multiple
Hispanic churches in the area,
it is also very important for us
to have the ability to house a
future church within our walls.”

The total construction cost
is $6.8 million,
according to the
project’s website. Pastor Rey
said he believes
they have raised
about $5.5
million.
According to Garcia, the new
church building will seat 450
people. Additional planned facilities include a daycare center
that will be open throughout the
week, a fellowship hall seating
350 people, a soccer field that
Collegedale Academy students
may use and a recording studio.
“The_church_is_expanding
mainly_for_all_Southern_students that may want to worship
there,”_Garcia_said._“For_Hispanic students, it is a second
home away from home.”
According to Senior Advisor for
Diversity Stephanie Guster, there
are 627 Hispanic undergraduate
students_enrolled_at_Southern

this semester, 26.2% of the total
undergraduate enrollment.
Garcia added that there will be
a path cutting through the baseball fields behind the Hulsey Wellness Center leading to the new
church, and SuCasa will have golf
carts transporting students back
and forth on Sabbath.
The total construction cost is
$6.8 million, according to the
project’s website. Pastor Rey
said he believes members have
raised about $5.5 million.
Castro said the church has
held_many_fundraisers_for
the_project._She_added_that
the project leaders have kept
church members informed and
involved_in_making_decisions
for the new building’s design.
Although Castro will not be at
Southern when the new church
is complete, she is excited for
future members.
“I think all coming generations will have the opportunity to
do more activities and be more
engaged in SuCasa,” Castro said.
Cordero, who has also been
involved_in_fundraisers,_said
SuCasa_became_her_second
home on campus.
“I’m so excited about this new
project,” Cordero said. “I can’t
wait to see the new building and
have more space to worship
with my friends.”

Counseling Services helps students manage semester
Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
Counseling_Services_at Southern_Adventist_University_ is
designed to help students through
a wide variety of academic, relational and mental health issues,
according to Ric Griffin,_a_licensed_
counselor who works there.
“It’s_important_to_keep_our
mental_health as good as our
physical_health,”_Griffin_said.
“[We’ve talked] about physical
health for years, and people are
exercising and getting sleep. But
now we need to talk about mental and emotional health as well.
We need those parts of us to be in
tune just like our physical health.”
Southern offers free services
for_a_variety_of_mental_challenges, with the most common

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

current church building’s basement_on_Sabbaths_to_watch
worship services on a TV.
“Now, it’s even worse because
they don’t have enough space
to be six feet apart because of
how many people attend on Saturday,” Cordero said. “SuCasa
definitely needs a bigger building for them to grow and worship comfortably.”
According to senior nursing
major Melani Echavarria Castro, more than 50 Southern students used to regularly attend
SuCasa’s Sabbath worship services before COVID-19. Now,
she believes around 25 students
do so. Castro said the current
sanctuary is cramped and some
people cannot feel the air conditioning during services.
SuCasa’s_Associate_Pastor
Alex Rey said before COVID-19,
SuCasa held two Sabbath worship services, and between 250
and 350 people would physically attend. On June 27, SuCasa
began_holding_one_weekly
church service and between 100
and 150 people attended. The
church returned to holding two
services on Saturday, Oct. 24,
to better accommodate its vast
number of attendees.
In_a_video_posted_on_Feb.
18_on SuCasa’s church project
website, Project Assistant Isidro
Monteso said, “The design of
the church is geared in a manner that future members could

being depression and anxiety,
according to Griffin.
“[The most common mental
health_issue]_was_depression
when_I first started here,” he
said. “But_it's now more anxiety, which often is the precursor to depression.”
Counseling_Services_also
serves students struggling with
loss and grief, as well as relationship issues. Griffin said some
roommates come in with problems, and recently-single individuals come in for help through
break-ups. For couples looking
to be married in the future, premarital counseling is available.
According_to_a_2019_study
done by the American Psychological Association, 80% of col-
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New LifeGroup helps students
dealing with grief

NEWS
ATTENDANCE
continued from page 1

Ciarah Clark
Lead Reporter
The_Grief_Support_Group
is_a_new_LifeGroup_at_Southern_Adventist_University_this
semester, founded by master's
in clinical mental health counseling students Ashley Dean
and Katie Milliken.
LifeGroups are small groups
led by students that meet once
a week, according to Associate
Chaplain Anna Bennett.
“Students often feel alone
navigating_questions_about
faith_and_major_transitions
in_college,”_Bennett_said.
“LifeGroups_provide_opportunities for students to belong in
spiritual small group communities, to personally behold God,
and to become empowered as
disciple-makers of Jesus Christ.”
The Grief Support Group is
an open space for students to
learn about grief, coping mechanisms,_and_stress-relieving,
according to Dean.
Milliken said that the group
is not solely for those who have
lost a loved one.

“It can be a loss of a relationship, a job, freedom due to
COVID…[and] they are having
to transition into a new type of
lifestyle or different way of life,”
Milliken said.
While the group’s main audience_is_Southern_students,
anyone_outside_of_Southern
is_welcome_to_join_as_well,
according to Milliken.

While the group’s
main audience
is Southern students, anyone outside of Southern is
welcome to join as
well, according to
Milliken.
“We’re not going to turn anyone away,” Milliken said. “If you
want to come and heal and
grow with us, that’s great.”
According to Dean, the group
currently has eight members.

Only one of them is not a
Southern student.
It meets via Zoom every Tuesday at 7 p.m., beginning with
a devotion and prayer before
studying a certain stage of grief
and its coping mechanisms,
according to Dean. Members
also share their past or present
experiences with each stage.
D ea n _ex p l a i n e d _t ha t _t h e
G r i e f _S u p p o r t _G r o u p _w a s
started in response to unmet
needs on campus.
“There wasn’t a grief support group last semester, and
when_COVID_and_everything
happened, there was a bigger
need for it this semester than
before,” Dean said. “I know a lot
of people must be grieving or
feeling upset during this time.”
Students can join by visiting
www.southern.edu/lifegroups
and clicking on “Join Here.”

Katie Milliken and Ashley Dean, leaders of The Grief Support Group. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

ADULT

continued from page 1
“This program allows [participants] to work on their degree
while still maintaining their obligations,” Williams-Smith said.
The adult degree completion
program is an accelerated academic_format._Some_courses
could_be_eight_weeks_long
depending on the major, according to Williams-Smith. In order to
make it accessible for those who
have a busy schedule, the program can either be blended or
fully online.
“We are setting this up so
[there_is]_maximum_flexibility_is
possible based on people's needs”
Williams-Smith said. “In multiple
ways, this meets Southern’s mission and vision.”
Aside from that, the program
is expected to be affordable for
students looking to quickly complete their degrees. According to
Williams-Smith, “The pricing will
be competitive with that of other
adult degree completion programs around, about $372/credit

hour, which is 40% of the current
regular tuition.”
Director of Center for Teaching
Excellence, Cynthia Gettys said
the planning process began in the
fall of 2014 when she was asked
to chair a committee that would
look into developing the program.
In April 2016, the university Senate voted to move forward with
the program.
In order to determine what
programs should be offered, the
university has created a survey
to see what those in the community are interested in pursuing.
Director of Graduate Marketing
Laurie Gauthier’s primary role
has been conducting market
research for the program. The
survey has been distributed to
local businesses and churches.
Almost 150 surveys have been
completed, but Gautheir would
like more participation.
“Launching_a_new_program
is a lot of work, especially for a
program that is so different from
anything Southern has done pre-

viously,” Gautheir said.
The_number_of_programs
offered under the adult degree
completion program is still to be
determined. The School of Business’ program is pending as they
are_finalizing_their_curriculum,
says_Williams-Smith._According
to the survey, this is the program
that is most sought after. The two
programs for which curriculums
have been approved are Integrative Studies and Communication.
Pending the approval of the
accreditor, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC),
the university anticipates opening
the adult degree completion program in fall 2021 and offering the
first courses in the unique degree
programs in January 2022, according to Graduate Dean Tyson Hall.
“It is my prayer that the Lord will
send us an experienced, visionary
director to lead out in the delivery
of the Adult Degree Completion
Program,” Gettys said.

The adult degree completion program is aimed at adults ages 25 and above who were once in college
but never completed the requirements to graduate. Photo coutesy of Marketing and University Relations.

turning in assignments.
However,_in_another_Instagram_poll, 85% of student voters_said_non-mandatory_class
attendance has been a blessing
as a whole.
“It’s been harder to manage
my time and deal with major
procrastination,”_said_Khelly
Cabil,_a_sophomore_biology
major. “But, it has done a lot
better for my anxiety.”
“I_spend_a_lot_more_time
inside my apartment,” said Taylor_Dean, a junior public relations major. “I’m able to spend
more time with all of my roommates, and I love that we can
spend time together while we’re
all in our own classes.”
Additionally, 61% of students
from the poll voted that their
grades, work ethic and learning
experience as a whole has been
better since the change of policy.
“I love making my own schedule at my own pace,” said Issaac
Abraham,_a_junior_pre-med
nursing major. “Now that I can
do that, I don’t have to stuff
myself with information during
weeks where I am not mentally
present at all.”
“I don’t feel stressed to always
go to class, but I do still want to
go,” said Nikki Litten, a junior
business-administration major.
“I go because I want to learn,
not because my grade relies on
attendance. If we don’t want
to go to class, that is on us for
wasting our money. Also, I can

finally catch up on work.”
Despite concerns about dropping attendance and grades, “it
will take an entire campus culture shift” according to Ball.

We’re going
to have to shift
the way we
think about
holding students
accountable.
“There are certain classes that
I understand why attendance
is required, like labs or nursing classes,” said Joel Guerra,
a junior public relations and
business-administration major.
“But in college, you are grown
enough to make your own decision whether you want to take
advantage of the resources that
are being offered. If you’re confused in quizzes and tests, that’s
on you.”
“If we can get to the point
where students are expected to
take responsibility for their own
grades and attendance…then
I don’t have a problem,” Ball
said. “Most colleges are there.
We’re going to have to shift the
way we think about holding students accountable.”

Homecoming Weekend
provides new opportunities
for current students
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
For_the_first_time_since_its
creation in 1957, Alumni Homecoming_Weekend_will_be_primarily_on_a_virtual_platform,
beginning on Oct. 30.
Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations Ashley Fox said that
the_upcoming_Homecoming
Weekend will be a new opportunity for connections.
“Part_of_my_role_is_to_find
opportunities_to_connect_the
Southern_family,”_Fox_said.
"We_love_to_bring_students
and alumni together. And so
we're looking for new opportunities to bring the Southern
family together.”
According_to_Fox,_some_of
those_opportunities_for_students_to network with alumni
will_include_virtual_academic
open_houses,_which_will_be
hosted by the School of Nursing,_ Math_ Department_ and
Chemistry Department.
“This is going to be an opportunity where students can participate. I think it potentially
could be a really great network-

This is going
to be an
opportunity
where students
can participate.
I think it
potentially could
be a really great
networking
opportunity.
ing opportunity,” Fox said. “So
I would really encourage students—if their academic department is hosting one of these
open houses—to check it out.
They’re an hour long. Some are
on Friday. Some are on Saturday, and it could be a really great
opportunity to meet a mentor.”
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UNIVERSITIES
continued from page 1

Similar to Southern, Union
requires that all employees,
students and visitors stop at a
health check station each day
before entering any campus
building, according to its website. At the health check station,
students’ body temperatures
are checked and those students
receive a sticker showing they
have been screened. According
to Union’s reopening plan, if
someone is identified as displaying COVID-19 symptoms, they
will be moved into an isolation
room, and testing is arranged.
However, according to the university website, Union College
began offering free COVID-19
walk-in testing on Sept. 8 for
students, staff and faculty at the
Union College COVID-19 Testing
Center.
Walla_Walla_University_also
requires that its students receive
a_health_screening_each_day,
according_to_the_university’s
website._Every_day,_students
and staff submit a self-evaluation report on the SaferMe app.
Before visiting a health check-in
station, students and staff take
their own temperatures using
personal school-provided thermometers provided. Then, they
visit a health check-in station to
get their temperatures checked

a second time and receive health
passes to display in their lanyards. According to Walla Walla’s
COVID-19 cases webpage, they
had five resolved cases amongst
students, faculty and staff collectively as of Oct. 26.
Similar_to_Southern’s_Covenant_of_Care,_Andrews_University’s_Community_Covenant
of Care is intended to act as a
promise between students and
faculty with the university. The
covenant has three main points
of emphasis for students and
staff to take care of—“Care for
Myself,” “Care for Others” and
“Care for Andrews Community.”
To conduct its daily screenings, Andrews utilizes the app
“Campus Clear.” With all the
measures_ and_ precautions
taken, Andrews had reported a
total of 16 positive student cases
as of Oct. 15, according to its
Need to Know: October Issue. As
per Andrews’ protocol, these students had been placed in isolation. Andrews has an enrollment
of 3,171, meaning that 0.5% of
students have tested positive.
Kettering College utilizes
a COVID-19 Case Action Plan
launched in different phases.
The college is currently in
Phase 2, also known as the
“Main Return to Campus Plan.”

The plan touches on several
points such_as social distancing,_campus_events,_visitors
policies and athletics.
As of Oct. 26, Kettering College had three confirmed coronavirus cases since the semester
began on Aug. 27.

The United__
States currently
has 12 Adventist
universities,
all of which are
offering some
form of in-person
classes or labs this
semester. These
universities have
all taken different
approaches to
prevent the
spread of COVID19 and treat
confirmed cases.
According_to_its_COVID-19
dashboard, La Sierra University
has a 56-page detailed reopening plan that is being updated
as it reaches different phases
of the reopening process. As of

Oct. 26, the university had only
reported a total of one positive
COVID-19 case presented in a
staff member who had already
recovered. This can be attributed
to the fact that most classes at
La Sierra University are strictly
being offered online except for
medical labs, according to the
university website.
Loma_Linda_University_has
presented a greater amount of
cases on its campus. As of Oct.
19, the university reported a
total of 58 positive cases on campus, 23 of which were employee
cases and 35 were students. The
university’s_cumulative_COVID19_cases_have_been_tracked
since July 1, 2020. According to
its website, the university had
4,500 students enrolled, meaning 0.7% of its student population had tested positive. Additionally, Loma Linda University
also conducts a daily screening
requirement that all faculty and
all students must complete.
Washington_Adventist_University_required_its_students,
faculty and staff to sign a community pledge to demonstrate
its_faith-based approach to the
reopening of school, according
to its Virus Response webpage.
All students and employees are
also required to receive daily

health screenings.
Pacific_Union_College_(PUC)
resumed_classes_via_remote
learning on Sept. 14 with some
on-campus exceptions, according to its website. The college
has an 80-page reopening plan,
with modifications ranging from
beds remaining unbunked with
roommates_sleeping_toe-totoe to the daily health checks
required for students on the
LiveSafe app.
As of Sept. 29, Southwestern
Adventist University (SWAU) was
planning_to_operate_its_classrooms, transportation services
and public spaces at 75% capacity when “it is deemed beneficial
and can be done safely,” according to its Coronavirus Information webpage. Procedures like
daily screenings, social distancing, proper hygiene and consistent use of face coverings would
continue to be standard.
Though multiple efforts were
made to reach out to Advent
Health, WAU, PUC and SWAU
concerning_their_number_of
COVID-19 cases, administrators
were unavailable to comment.

The Accent's new website: What you need to know
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
During the 2019-2020 school
year, the Southern Accent's website was hacked by an unknown
source and was temporarily
moved to the web development
website WIX. Senior computer
science major Timothy Morgan
joined the Accent staff this year
and was tasked with creating a
new website for the newspaper
that would serve as the permanent site.
Morgan said he learned about
the need for a web manager from
an ad on Instagram. Because of
his experience with owning his
own web solution website, he
thought he’d challenge himself
by taking on the task.
“I felt like it might be a
good way to use my skills and
improve them,” Morgan said. “I
definitely haven’t done a news
website in the past, [but] I’ve
done similar sites.”
One of Morgan’s responsibilities as web manager is

maintaining the website. He
mostly updates news stories,
but because the site is still new,
there are general things that
Morgan improves when the
need arises.

Morgan wants
to ensure that
the next web
manager has the
tools to move
forward confidently and make
sure the website
stays safe and
operational.
According to Morgan, one of
the biggest challenges has been
retrieving past articles from the
old website. He said there have
been six hacking attempts in
the last three months, which
emphasizes the need for proper

cyber security. Additionally,
Morgan is working on an automated website backup so all
material can be safe in case the
website is compromised.
Morgan hopes that in the
future, general maintenance
will be the primary concern. He

said when web designers and
developers put their preferred
solutions in place, it can cause
complications as the web manager tends to change yearly.
Morgan wants to ensure that
the next web manager has the
tools to move forward confi-

dently and make sure the website stays safe and operational.
“Hopefully, [the] solutions
that [are] in place will make
the website last for many many
years to come,” Morgan said.

Check out the Accent's website at www.southern-accent.org

Register your time before Sunday, November 1, at 9 p.m. to be entered into
gift card drawings!

SOU T H E R N
SHUFFLE
Virtual 5K / 10K

Scan here to learn more or
visit southern.edu/shuff le

Photo Submission Contest

Snap a picture of yourself during the race.
Tag Southern and use the hashtag #SouthernShuffle
on social to be entered into drawings for some
free Southern swag!
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Domestic violence reports drop in Hamilton County
since COVID-19
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
October is National Domestic Violence (DV) Awareness
Month. Domestic violence—also
referred to as Intimate Partner
Violence (IPV), dating abuse or
relationship abuse—is defined
as a pattern of behaviors used
by one partner to maintain
power and control over another
partner in an intimate relationship, according to the National
Domestic Violence Hotline.
According to Ruben Muriente,
Outreach Coordinator and Intervention Specialist Supervisor at
the Family Justice Center (FJC)
in Hamilton County, there was a
slight decrease in the reporting
of domestic violence cases when
the national COVID-19 quaran-

tine began in late March. But in
May, calls to law enforcement
agencies resumed.
“There are no situations that
trigger DV—the DV is driven by
behaviors learned,” Muriente
said. “There are environments
that are likely to foster confidence amongst perpetrators.
However, abusers are likely to
gravitate to social environments
that do not address DV, minimize
it or excuse it. Any environment
that is male dominant, misogynistic or unwilling to address the
issue will likely have more abusers than groups that intentionally address it and have victim
support protocols or advocacy.”
According to Annette Heck, a

social work professor at Southern,
DV can be fostered by isolation.
This is because it keeps a victim
from reporting, escaping or displaying what may be happening
in the home. Because of these
factors Heck believes COVID-19
would affect the rate of DV.

The local_
domestic violence
and sexual assault
crisis hotline is
(423) 755-2700.
FJC has experienced a decr
ease in walk-ins for non-emergency cases. The trend is likely
due to the abusers working
from home, which decreases

the opportunity to seek services
safely without the abuser knowing, according to Muriente.
“This trend has been tied to
the fact that there are a great
majority of cases where the perpetrator is in isolation with the
victim and that abusers are not
being detained after law enforcement is alerted to a call of DV,”
Muriente said. “Victims have felt
utter desperation and have felt
that their lives are in peril due to
being quarantined with [their]
abuser and many jails not holding abusers due to COVID-19.”
On top of isolation, financial
issues and job losses can be
stressors that can escalate the
cycle of DV, according to Heck.

The Family Justice Center
of Chattanooga is located at
5705 Uptain Rd, Chattanooga.
According to its website, services
include assistance in creating a
personal safety plan; Help finding a safe place for victims, the
victim’s children and pets; education and awareness regarding DV, elder abuse and human
trafficking; referrals to services
available in Chattanooga civil
legal services and help obtaining
orders of protection, personal
support in court appointments,
emotional support and free individual and family counseling.
The local domestic violence
and sexual assault crisis hotline
is (423) 755-2700.

Statistics from National Coalition Against Domestic Violence

SPORTS

Rays, Dodgers set for wild World Series finale
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
After Los Angeles Dodgers
reliever Blake Treinen struck
out Tampa Bay Rays shortstop Willy Adames, who represented the tying run, the celebrations should have begun.
Treinen should have thrown
his glove away and begun
hugging and celebrating with
catcher Austin Barnes, while
his teammates swarmed them.
But that’s not what happened.
It was a key win, but it was not
the last one they needed.
The Rays’ wild walk-off win
in Game 5 is the reason they’re
still playing. Without an unprec-

edented and lucky win in the
last at bat of Game 5, the Dodgers would have celebrated their
first World Series since 1988
on the neutral field in Texas.
But that’s not what happened.
The Rays live to fight another
day, thanks to some late-game
heroics and miscues on the
part of the Dodgers.
The Dodgers, as they have in
most games this series, jumped
out to a lead in Game 5. The Rays
would go on to tie it up and even
take the lead once in a wild back
and forth affair that saw the
Rays trailing 7-6 in the bottom

of the 9th inning. Rays outfielder
Brett Phillips, primarily on the
roster as a defensive replacement and pinch runner, stared
back at Dodgers closer Kenley
Jansen with two strikes, two outs
and the winning run at first base.
Phillips delivered the biggest hit
of his young career—a single to
right center to tie the game at
seven. That wasn’t the end of the
play, though.
Dodgers outfielder Chris Taylor misplayed the ball, giving
Rays outfielder Randy Arozarena just a second to decide
what to do. Arozarena took the

chance to try and score from
first, a difficult task on a shallow hit. Arozarena sprinted
around third as Taylor relayed
the ball in, and the ball got
to catcher Austin Barnes with
plenty of time to tag Arozarena
out. Arozarena stumbled and
fell before trying to turn back.
When he realized that Barnes
hadn’t caught the ball, he ran
and dove onto home plate, winning the game.
This wild, unpredictable and
unprecedented win allowed
the Rays some breathing
room. If Phillips didn’t deliver,

From left to right: Tampa Bay outfielders Brett Phillips and Hunter Renfroe, Los Angeles Dodgers outfielder Mookie Betts.

or Barnes caught the ball, the
season would have ended Sunday night. In all probability,
the Dodgers should have won.
They had an 81% win probability before Phillips’ single. By
Win Probability Added, this was
actually the third most pivotal
play in World Series history.
While the momentum pretty
much immediately shifted with
the Dodgers scoring on the second batter of Game 6, that play
will likely live on even if they
cede to the Dodgers on Tuesday
night. And the Rays’ season lives
on because of it, as well.
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OPINION
Giving students a better balance in life: the benefits of nonmandatory attendance
Paula Macena
Opinion Editor
This semester has been
weird in every way. Trying to
balance a social life, academics,
work and personal life is hard
enough for a college student,
but COVID-19 just complicates
things even more. Of course,
we need to stay safe during
this pandemic. But, there’s still
the desire for fulfillment, satisfaction and balance in our lives.
COVID-19 regulations have
interrupted something for us
all in one way or another. Eating out, meeting new people
and physical contact are all
discouraged, along with so
many other things. But in the
midst of it all, there have been
some regulations that have
been viewed as highly benefi-

cial to the students at Southern
Adventist University.
As we all know, attendance is
not mandatory for classes this
semester. While some professors have been marking attendance as participation points,
for the most part, going to
class is not a requirement. I
recently did a poll on my personal Instagram story to see
how students felt about this.
The question I asked was, “Do
you like that class attendance
is not mandatory this semester?” Out of 57 votes from
Southern students, the answer
was a unanimous “yes.”
This wasn’t surprising to me
at all. It was pretty obvious
that, of course, college stu-

dents naturally wouldn’t want
to go to most of their classes.
But everyone has their own
reasons. So, I then asked the
question, in a different poll,
“How have non-mandatory
classes benefited you?” to see
if there were reasons besides
simply wanting to skip. And of
course, there were.
“I’ve been able to catch up on
more difficult classes’ homework during lectures that are
simpler,” said Austin Bates, a
sophomore theology major.
Many other students shared
that they felt the same way.
Having the option to simply
use Zoom to attend lectures,
or to not go at all, gives students more time to finish big-

ger assignments, projects and
homework for classes that they
struggle with.
“I don’t feel as pressured to
attend if I don’t feel 100%,” said
Elizabeth Hawthorne, a junior
English major.
This also seemed to be a fairly
common response amongst
most students.
“I can take self-care days
when I need them,” said Kaitlyn Deaux, a sophomore social
work major.
Being able to take mental
health breaks is extremely
important to students as we’re
constantly under a lot of pressure and stress, especially now
that Southern removed fall
break and shortened spring

break. So, not being required
to attend classes, and being
able to do the work on our
own time, has definitely alleviated some of the pressure for
most students.
Out of all the COVID-19 regulations, this is one that most
students don’t have any complaints about. It has done more
good than harm to us. And, for
me personally, it has helped
bring a much better balance
to my life and has been especially beneficial for my mental
health. I hope that once this
pandemic is over, whenever
that may be, that mon-mandatory attendance is something
the administration will keep for
their students’ sake.

RELIGION
Reconnecting with God: how my cellphone helped my
spiritual walk
Jamie Henderson
Contributor
I love my phone.
With those four words, I
have said what a lot of people
in my generation are hesitant
to admit. I’m positive that I’m
not alone. —I know that many
of you love having that little
supercomputer tucked in your
back pocket at all times, ready
to snap a photo, send a text
or play a game at a moment’s
notice. I obsess over keeping
my phone charged so that,
at the first hint of boredom,
I’ll always have something to
occupy my mind. As much as
I enjoy my phone and admire
its usefulness, I can see, in
myself and others, the negative effects phones have.
In this world of posts, clicks

and likes, I have grown accustomed to instant gratification.
I know that I only have to hit
a few keys to read, watch
and learn anything my heart
desires. I have grown used to
being face-to-face with whatever I’m interacting with—I can
pause a TED Talk to take notes
or rewind it to clarify a missed
point. I can almost have a conversation with the speaker.
Church, however, is not
as personalized. I often find
myself either zoning out or
focusing too hard; either way,
I miss the message. Even
in Sabbath School classes, I
have had a lot that I wanted
to say, but I didn’t want to
interrupt or take up too much

time because I wanted to hear
what everyone else had to say
as well. In these situations, I
tend to resign myself to the
fact that my attention span
and listening skills have been
ruined by the convenience of
modern technology.
However, ever since churches shut down due to COVID19, I have been participating
and organizing a home vespers with a few of my close
friends. During our meetings,
I’m never bored; I’m tuned
in, directly engaged and genuinely interested. Everyone
can chime in at any time to
ask a question or make their
own point, which draws us all
closer to the materia. It Il—it

has been life changing.
I’ve realized that, while I may
have trouble paying attention
in church because I’m so used
to having material up-close and
personal, it isn’t church that’s
the problem for me --: it’s the
format. I find it difficult to sit
in one place and be preached
to in a sea of other people. I
need to be directly engaged,
asking questions and conversing with other Christians who
want to understand the Bible
and have a relationship with
God as much as I do.
While I believe that traditional church services and personal devotions are important,
I also know that small group
discussion is what has brought

me the closest to God in times
of despair and confusion.
Everyone has an opinion on
phones and whether they do
more help or harm to society.
While I can’t speak for everyone, I know that my phone is
a double-edged sword; it can
help or hurt us depending on
how we use it. So, while I continue to try to depend less on
my phone, I appreciate the
way it has wired me to desire
closer connections, ask deeper
questions and seek out fellow Christians who might feel
just as disconnected from the
church as I once did.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
It’s time for a “major” change: are you studying what
you’re actually passionate about?
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
If you could skip forward in
time and have the education,
time and money, what would
you be doing? Where would you
be? Who would you be with?
After asking someone what
their major is, these are the first
questions I follow up with. And,
unfortunately, it is common for
someone to quickly respond
with, “Oh, I’d be traveling the
world as a journalist,” or, “I’d
open up my own coffee shop.”
People respond as if these are
just dreams and not completely
attainable, accessible goals.

Pinpoint whatever
it is that makes you
feel most fulfilled,
and put yourself in
the way of it.
Here’s the thing about college—now is the best time to
relentlessly pursue whatever
knowledge we need to set ourselves up for the lives we really
want. Chances are, whatever
makes your chest burn with
excitement is what you are
meant to be studying. If you
find yourself compromising
your health and energy to
study information that makes
you want to rip your hair out,
maybe ask yourself why that is
the case.
I’m not saying that pursuing
what you’re passionate about
will mean that you will love
every little thing that you have
to study or learn along the way.
Oftentimes, you don’t get that
feeling of burning satisfaction

with what you’re doing until the
project or assignment is completed. However, if you don’t
get that feeling at any point
in the journey that makes the
hard work worth it, you might
want to take the time to check
in with your intentions.
Ask yourself: Why am I in this
major? Do I just want to make
money? Do I not think myself
smart or capable enough to
pursue something else? Am I
studying this for my parents
sake? Am I afraid that if I follow what I’m really passionate
about I would not be as “successful” as I could be with a
more “secure” job?
For some, a career is just a
means of survival, and they
pursue what they really love
outside of their jobs. And
that’s fine! Take for example
a travel nurse who accepts a
six-month work contract so
that afterwards she has the
financial freedom to backpack across Europe. Your
career doesn’t necessarily
need to be what you live for.
But, whether you like it or
not, it ends up being a major
part of your life anyways.
Talk to your advisor, and
don’t be afraid to be completely honest about how you
feel about what you’re studying. Ask them what different
options and opportunities your
major is setting you up for in
the future. Most importantly,
be honest with yourself. Pinpoint whatever it is that makes
you feel most fulfilled, and put
yourself in the way of it.

When you’re walking in the
right direction, you’ll find that
your path will begin to expose
itself. You’ll start finding more
people who share your inter-

ests, people who feel as passionately as you do and teachers who want to help guide
you through the journey. You
just have to ask yourself, and

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

ask honestly: “what makes me
feel fulfilled?” The rest will work
itself out along the way. You
just have to keep seeking.

#SAUlife
Gabriel Ballesteros

Joshua Perez

Sydney Litchfield @sydneynid
This guy just asked me if I voted as a pick up line

Camila Oleaurre @camila_oleaurre
I swear Starbucks does not know how to read the room. I promise
you every single person that’s in here studying does not want to
listen to panini on blast.

Isaac Abraham @theindianisaac

_gabeballesteros_ All smiles #SAUlife

The day my stache connects with my beard … I will be invincible.

Nathalia Levterova

not.mosaiq And that’s on character development, Joe #SAUlife

Tiffany Naibaho

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
hi God…If me like boi y boi no like me

Tais Bautista @april_2199
If my celebrity crush can recognize & like my comment then you a
commoner can respond back to my text.

nathaliadventures God doesn’t compare what
he creates #SAUlife

Congratulations @marccoustic!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Renée Hanson

tiffanynaibaho25 its ur loss boo. Indo Pride
#SAUlife

Bradford McDonald

Kevin is looking for some supplies to
finish out the semester. Find him in
this issue for a chance to win a

$10 Amazon
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
renee.j.hansen Gratitude #SAUlife

liamdrof U L T R A V I O L E T #SAUlife
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 28
66-70

National Hispanic Heritage Month
Senior Exit Exam
5:00 p.m. – Floor Hockey Captain’s
Meeting

Friday 30
43-59

National Hispanic Heritage Month
Last day for W21 Commitment Deposit
($250) to be refunded
Virtual Alumni Homecoming
Senior Exit Exams
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Short Term
Missions
6:47 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow, Tent

Sunday 1
45-66

National Hispanic Heritage Month
Virtual Alumni Homecoming
Daylight Savings Time Ends
11:00 a.m. – Cave Open
6:00 p.m. – Fall Festival, Track & Field

www.southern-accent.org
Thursday 29
National Hispanic Heritage Month
Senior Exit Exams
Last day to drop a class with, “W” on
transcript
Virtual Alumni Homecoming
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations –
Stephanie Guster: Is Racism Systemic?

Saturday

52-75

31

National Hispanic Heritage Month
48-64
Virtual Alumni Homecoming
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Gary Rustad, Adoration
Livestream & Live in Church
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, SAU
Promenade
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Gary Rustad, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Church
6:46 p.m. – Sunset
7:00 p.m. – Evensong, southern.edu/evensong
8:30 p.m. – Diversions: Movie Night

Monday 2
Tuesday 3
45-70

National Hispanic Heritage Month
Election Day
Floor Hockey Begins
Online W21 Registration for returning Seniors
> 93 hours
Step Forward
9:00 a.m. – Education Junior/Senior Interviews
Southern Union
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success
8:00 p.m. – Fall Week of Prayer: MyRon Edmonds, Tent

National Hispanic Heritage Month
43-64
Online W21 Registration Southern Scholars & Graduate Students
Remember to file Financial Aid for 20212022, FAFSA deadline November 30
Senior (UG) Incompletes Due
Step Forward
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council
8:00 p.m. – Fall Week of Prayer: MyRon
Edmonds, Tent

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|28

Kristi Young

Monday |2

Luke Jansen

Saturday |31

Kathleen Randol

Keven Brito

Cy Durias

Gideon Situmorang

Michael Danese

Eliana Gemelus

Kristi Wilson

Jared Dangazo

Randy Kim

Thursday |29

Sonia Joy

Heidi Oxentenko

Jorge Cordero

Audrey Panjaitan

Bailey DuBose

Eugene Choi

Kevin Singh
Crystal Powell Johnson Tuesday |3

Alaina Kirkland

Sunday |1

Ambar Acevedo

Friday |30

Jaude Barboza

Christianne Andrianar-

Marie Augustin

Leroy Cox

ijaona

Lucas Bueno

David Jenkins

Davis Canas

Erika De Leon
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Government
funds,
COVID-19
related
savings offset
Southern’s
pandemic
expenses

Southern and LGBTQ+ students: Committee
shares revised draft of Sexual Integrity Policy

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
COVID-19 has caused substantial financial setbacks at numerous schools across the nation.
According to a recent New York
Times_article,_the_pandemic
forced American universities both
large and small to make deep
cuts in their budgets and has cost
them at least $120 billion.

The greatest
COVID-19-related
expense for this
semester, according to Frood, was
the needlepoint
bipolar ionization air purification system
devices, which
cost approximately $550,000
and have been
installed in units
all over campus.
Southern_Adventist_University,_on_the_other_hand,_has
been able to offset its financial
losses_with_money_received
from the Coronavirus Aid Relief
and Economic Security (CARES)
Act,_COVID-19-related_savings and grants administered
through the State of Tennessee,
according to administrators.
Senior Vice President of FinanSee OFFSET on page 3

Taylor Dean
News Editor
On Thursday, Oct. 22, Southern held a Critical Conversations session titled “Adventists
and the LGBTQ+ Community,”
hosted by School of Religion
professor and Senior Advisor for Sexual Integrity Alan
Parker, along with panelists
from the Southern community.
The session generated the
highest turn-out rate for any
Critical Conversations session
to date, according to Vice President of Student Development
Dennis Negron.
The purpose of the session
was to discuss and receive
feedback from participants on
the university’s Sexual Integrity Policy, which is currently
under revision. According to
Parker, the university’s stance
is based on two things—practicing commitment to biblical

values as understood by the
Seventh-day Adventist church,
and practicing care, respect,
protection_and_a_welcoming
compassionate spirit towards
all students. Within the policy
draft, the university reiterates
the stances of the Seventh-day
Adventist church’s beliefs on
God’s intentions for individual’s sexual expressions, while
also identifying that sexuality
is a complex topic.
“However, the university also
recognizes the complexity of
human_sexuality_and_seeks
to provide grace and encourage growth for students who
a c k n ow l e d g e _ t h e i r _ s ex u a l
struggles or who have a different_perspective_on_sexuality
from that of the university,”
reads an excerpt from the Sexual Integrity Policy draft.
Parker said various subcom-

‘Just do it!’: student entrepreneurs share
lessons learned from running a business

The university
also recognizes
the complexity of
human sexuality
and seeks to
provide grace and
encourage growth
for students who
acknowledge
their sexual
struggles or who
have a different
persepctive on
sexuailty from that
of the university.
mittees have been working on
updated policies for a variety
of topics, such as pornography,
pregnancy and how to protect
unwed_mothers,_and_overall
sexual integrity, which covers

all students, including heterosexuals_and_those_from_the
LGBTQ+ community.
“There was no precipitating
event, it was just a growing
realization,” Parker said. “The
policies we had were outdated,
and we needed to refresh those
policies. And rather than just
coming up with them [policies],
we decided to have an interactive structure with subcommittees and focus groups.”
Students at Southern who
identify with the LGBTQ+ community shared their opinions
of the draft policy and Critical
Conversations session, as well
as their experiences on campus and within the Seventh-day
Adventist church. For privacy
reasons, names of students
have been withheld.
See LGBTQ+ on page 2

PEACE Week addresses
potential post election unrest
Qualyn Robinson
Managing Editor

Darcie Dalton paints in her studio space at the Art Annex. Darcie sells original art pieces, prints, stickers,
shirts and sweatshirts. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Elise Deschamp
Lifestyle Editor
From thrifted clothes to dorm
essentials,_Southern_students
have_started_their_own_businesses_on campus, in addition
to trying to balance their course
loads. By selling painted t-shirts
to promote original art or selling
thrifted items to raise money as
a nonprofit, students have found
multiple ways to launch business ventures.
Just this fall, freshman public relations and graphic design
major Anna Cousins co-founded

and started Phoenecia Finesse, a
resale thrifted clothing store on
Instagram. Profits are donated
to provide feminine products for
refugees in Lebanon.
“My_friend_and_I_wanted_to
start a business that was a sustainable charity, something that
keeps on giving,” Cousins said.
“We_thought_an_online_thrift
shop would be really cool! We
want to grow it more and get to
the point where we have multiple people making products so
that we can support them. We

just want to help people; that’s
our drive.”
According to Cousins, the biggest obstacle when first starting
the_business_was_unrealized
expectations. On their first drop,
they only sold one or two items.
“It’s kind of discouraging to
get back up and keep working
on it,” Cousins said. “We talked
about it, though, and now we
know what not to do and can go
from there. We’re still working
on it, but failure has helped us
See DO IT on page 3

As_ Southern_ approaches
the end of the semester, both
professors and students have
admitted that this past year has
been_undoubtedly_challenging. This semester, they are not
only managing classes during
a_global_pandemic_but_also
during possibly the most consequential presidential election in
our lifetime.
In an Instagram poll of 173
students, 61% agreed that the
current political climate affected
their mental health while the
other 39% disagreed.
Southern Accent spoke with
the Senior Advisor for Diversity,
Unity and Inclusion Stephanie
Guster about the ways Southern is helping students understand the importance of the
election and how to effectively
deal with the aftermath.
Guster, in collaboration with
Vice President for Spiritual Life
Joseph_Khabbaz,_developed
PEACE_week—a_week_meant
to_emphasize_the_need_for
personal, environmental, academic,_community_and_eternal_peace._PEACE_Week_and
the Revival_Fall_Week_of_Prayer
have merged together to create
opportunities for students and
employees_to_embrace_peace

This election is the
midterm progress
report. It is not the
final grade. It may
give us a current
indication of where
we are, but it also
gives a greater
revelation of how
much work there is
yet to be done.
during a week of high political
controversy.
“What I’m hoping Week of
Prayer_will_do_is_center_us,
everyone, in an understanding
of what God is calling us to do
as_Christians.…_regardless_of
who wins or loses the presidential election,” Guster said.
Senior_elementary_education_major_Giselle_Velasquez
expressed_her_worries_about
how the results of the election
will affect Southern’s campus.
“I hope that whatever happens
with the election, it won’t create
any tension between students
on campus. This semester has
already_been_overwhelmingly
stressful because of COVID-19.
I just want to get through the
last few weeks of the semester
in the most peaceful way possiSee ELECTIONS on page 2
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ble,” Velasquez said.
While tensions may be high
in the political sphere, Guster
wants students to emphasize
the_importance_of_empathy.
There are students who might
feel_celebratory_about_the
results of the election, while others may be feeling disappointed
or_defeated._Some_students
may be in a state of uncertainty
when it comes to the election
results. During times like these,
it is important for students to
communicate with each other
in the most appropriate way,
according to Guster.
“Unity_is_a_choice,”_Guster
said. “Conversing in a civil matter
about the values you hold and
expressing them in a way that_is_
rounded_in_Scripture and allows
opportunity to come alongside
with someone who views [things]
differently than you is a choice
you’ll have to make.”

I hope that
whatever happens
with the election,
it won’t create any
tension between
students on
campus.
For_students_who_are_currently_feeling_uncertain_and
distressed about the election’s
results, Guster provides a helpful analogy.
“This election is the midterm
progress report. It is not the
final grade. It may give us a current indication of where we are,
but it also gives a greater revelation of how much work there
is yet to be done. Regardless of
who wins, there is work to be
done,” Guster said.
Both_Khabbaz_and_Guster
urge_students_to_participate
in this week’s Revival Week of
Prayer_activities._At_the_Vespers tent, students and faculty
have_had_the_opportunity_to
hear from guest speaker Pastor
Myron Edmonds every night this
week at 8 p.m. Each evening students also have the possibility to
receive PEACE packs and gifts.
Most_importantly,_Guster
wants_to_encourage_students
to remain civil, physically active
and prayerful this week and
remember that this election is
not the end.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_
corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_
at_accent@southern.edu_or_
reach_us_through_our_social_
media accounts.
Vol. 76. Issue 9.
In our Collegedale News section last week we had an article titled, "Domestic violence
reports drop in Hamilton County
since COVID-19."
We _ n ow _ re a l i z e _ t h a t _ t h e
title_was_misleading._Though
domestic_violence_reports_in
the Hamilton area decreased
slightly during the beginning of
quarantine, the numbers rose
again in May.

Hispanic Church of Ooltewah receives help from
Maranatha Volunteer International ministries
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
Ten years ago, a group of
church members from SuCasa
Collegedale_Spanish-American
SDA Church formed another congregation known as Ooltewah
Hispanic_SDA_Church._For_the
past_eight years, the group has
been renting from the Ooltewah
Methodist Church.
During that time, one of the
church leaders asked the congregation’s pastor, Juan Antonio
Sandoval, if they could contact
Maranatha_Volunteers_International for help building a church
facility on three acres owned by
the congregation.
Maranatha “spreads the Gospel throughout the world as it
builds people through the construction_of_urgently_needed
buildings,”_according_to_its
website. But Sandoval doubted
the organization could help the
church because the project is in
Tennessee, a domestic location.
“My initial reaction was ‘no,’
because [I thought Maranatha]
only [does projects in] Third
World_countries_overseas,”
said Sandoval, who is going on

nificant renovations.
“It needed $30,000 worth of
remodeling,” Sandoval said.
Because of the cost, he and
church_members_thought_it
would be best to demolish the
house and build an entirely new
structure. After obtaining conference approval, the church chose
the medium size model offered
by Maranatha. The congregation
then set out to raise funds, which
presented some challenges.
“We_were_fundraising,_and
then_we_started_to_gather
quotes from contractors,” Sandoval said. The amount needed
seemed daunting because of
government requirements.
In Hamilton County, anyone
who wants to build a structure
needs_a_general_contractor,
according to Sandoval. So, he
asked conference leaders for
a recommendation, and they
found a general contractor who
not only understood the project but was willing to help the
church save money.
The_contractor_looked_for
plumbers,_electricians_and
various other laborers needed

to build the church,_Sandoval
said._He_advocated_on_behalf
of the church, and the quote
was a fourth of what was originally quoted.
One of the biggest blessings
was having Maranatha volunteers, as every person has been
there on a volunteer basis.
“ T h e re _ a re _ p e o p l e _ f ro m
Maranatha who are fully committed,” Sandoval said.
A_normal_Maranatha_project
entails signing up and only working for a couple of weeks on the
project before volunteers leave.
Because_of_COVID-19,_people
volunteering_on_the_Ooltewah
church project had some time to
stay longer.
Sandavol_said_the_church
expects_to_be_done_by_early
next_year_and_many_volunteers_are_staying_until_the
project's_completion.
“These_people_[have]_been
here_since_the_summer,_and
they're going to be here until the
end of the project,” he said. “They
have been living on the church
ground in their own trailers and
will be here to see it through.”

Construction site for the Hispanic Church of Ooltowah. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

LGBTQ+

continued from page 1
A bisexual student said that
while_they_have_not_experienced any form of discrimination from students or professors, they are still unsure if they
would be comfortable being
completely_out_on_campus.
However, they said they appreciate that the university has
taken the initiative to host conversations related to sexuality
and the LGBTQ+ community.
“Southern is kind of behind
when it comes to the narrative surrounding the LGBTQ+
community,” they said. “But I
will say I am really appreciative
that they even started the narrative. Because for an Adventist
school, it's better than nothing.
And if the Bible says that all sin
is equal, then why would we
treat gay people any differently
than we would anyone else?
We're all sinners.”
Another student who identifies as bisexual shared similar
opinions and added that there
is a possibility that Adventists
and members of the LGBTQ+

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

his third year as pastor of the
Ooltewah church. “I didn’t know
[Maranatha] did projects in the
United States.”
However,_Sandoval’s_reservations subsided after he and
some church members attended
a Maranatha meeting for donors
and investors. He asked the ministry’s_representatives_if_they
were able to build in the United
States, and they said "yes."
In fact, Maranatha was working on a pilot program to create a blueprint for what building a church would look like
in the United States, Sandoval
learned. So, he went on the
Maranatha website and filled
out an application for building
a church facility. From there,
Maranatha developed an architectural plan, which was eventually approved by the Georgia-Cumberland Conference.
According_to_Sandoval,_the
three acres were purchased in
2016 for $160,000. There was a
house on the property, and church
members originally planned to
convert it into a church building.
However, the house required sig-

community can coexist comfortably with each other.

Southern is
kind of behind
when it comes
to the narrative
surrounding
the LGBTQ+
community. But I
will say I am really
appreciative that
they even started
the narrative.
Because for an
Adventist school,
it's better than
nothing.
“They_[Adventists]_can_definitely_coexist_comfortably_with
members of the LGBTQ+ community,” they said. “Some already
do. It's just a matter of individuals
asking themselves, ‘What would
Jesus do?’ and deciding how to
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show love and grace.”
A student who identifies as
a non-binary lesbian said that
while they were excited to see
the_conversation_coming_to
Southern, they were ultimately
disappointed because it was not
what they hoped it would be.
“I was disappointed in the
results of the new Sexual Integrity Policy,” they said. “Those
hosting the discussion initially
appeared to be supportive of
the community, but offered no
sense of on-campus safety or
open acceptance. As a whole, I
do not feel comfortable being
out on campus.”
Parker noted that while he
believes that personal convictions on any topic do not have
to become barriers between
people, it is not an easy task.
“I don't think that our convictions_about_biblical_compassion_and_our_convictions
about biblical sexuality have
to be in contradiction to each
other,” Parker said. “But it's not
an easy path forward. Those
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who feel strongly about acceptance are going to feel that any
attempt to define sexuality is
going to be flawed. Those who
feel strongly about what we
might call the creation model
are going to feel that attempts
to be compassionate are often
a weakness or compromise on
biblical standards.”
To visit the Critical Conversations_page_on_Southern’s
website to view the "Adventists
and the LGBTQ+ Community"
discussion.

To read the draft policy that
was shared during the Critical
Conversations session, please
scan the QR code.

Lead Reporters
María José Morán
Amanda Blake
Aubri Dancek
Gia Arroyo
Lesieli Heimuli
Zoe Kanas
Xavier Quiles
Staff Sponsor
Alva James-Johnson

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org

3 | Wednesday, November 4, 2020

NEWS
OFFSET

continued from page 1
cial Administration Tom Verrill
said the biggest financial impact
COVID-19 had on Southern last
semester was the loss of revenue
from student housing fees and
food service sales. That loss was
especially great because Southern chose to fully refund students money they had paid for
housing and food for the second
half of the semester. However,
Verrill said Southern received
about $1.2 million from the
CARES Act that could be applied
to institutional expenses. So,
the university used those funds
to help offset the revenue lost
when refunding students. Verrill added that Southern distributed an additional $1.2 million
it received from the CARES Act
directly to students.
Southern was also able to offset financial losses from both
last semester and this semester with COVID-19-related savings._According_to_Associate
Vice_President_for_Financial
Administration_Doug_Frood,
the absence of normal student
labor over the summer due to
COVID-19 decreased expenses
by $300,000 to $400,000. Frood
also said costs for utilities in
the final half of last semester
and over the summer were
about $150,000 lower, travel
expenses for faculty members
were between $100,000 and
$250,000 lower and between

$400,000_and_$500,000 intended
for school tours were never
spent. Verrill added that Southern saved a lot of money on
office equipment both last
semester and over the summer.
“Nobody would wish for the
pandemic to happen,” Verrill
said. “But with some of those
savings, we’ve been able to
offset the expenses and have
been able to continue functioning financially in a reasonably
positive way.”
Although Frood said the lack
of traveling due to COVID-19 benefited Southern financially this
year, he is concerned that it will
hurt Southern’s enrollment next
year because the university has
not been able to recruit as usual.
“You’re used to being able to
travel to places, meet a whole
bunch of people and get the word
out,” Frood said. “Now, you’re
having to find ways of identifying
those people off your website
and various other means.”
However,_Frood_said_some
students_who_chose_not_to
attend_Southern_this_semester because they believed the
school would shut down due to
COVID-19 could possibly attend
next semester and make a difference financially.
Together,_Verrill_and_Frood
listed_the_needlepoint_bipolar_ionization_air_purification
system_devices,_the_large_outdoor_tent,_plexiglass,_outdoor
seating,_technical_equipment

required_for_online_instruction,_Panopto_programs_and
Zoom_subscriptions_as_some
of Southern’s COVID-19-related
expenses for this semester.

Nobody would
wish for the
pandemic to
happen. But
with some of
those savings,
we’ve been able
to offset the
expenses and
have been able
to continue
functioning
financially in
a reasonably
positive way.
The_greatest_COVID-19-related expense for this semester,_according_to_Frood,_was
the_needlepoint_bipolar_ionization air purification system
devices,_which_cost_approximately $550,000 and have been
installed in units all over campus. Frood said Southern’s Biology department claims these
devices are a huge reason why
COVID-19 is not spreading, and
even after the pandemic ends,
the_devices_will_continue_to
clean the air and prevent mold.

The_tent_and_chairs_used_for
outside_worship_services_were
also_a_significant_expense.
Together,_they_were_approximately $39,500, and the AV equipment for those services were an
additional $98,960, according to
Controller for Accounting Services David Huisman.
These expenses were primarily offset by two grants that
Southern’s Advancement team
applied for from the State of
Tennessee, according to Huisman. Huisman referred to the
largest grant of $591,785 as the
Tennessee Community CARES
Grant, and he said that most
of it was used for the needlepoint bipolar ionization air purification system devices. The
rest was used for the outdoor
tent, chairs and AV equipment.
The other grant of $186,275,
referred to by Huisman as the
THEC TSAC Grant, will be used to
fund the McKee Library Distancing Education Classroom. Huisman said this classroom will be
built off of McKee Library’s third
floor and will “allow students
to participate in [a] classroom
instructional setting that is distanced from one another to mitigate the spread of the virus.”
This smaller grant will also be
used to fund additional COVID19-specific temporary staffing,
electrostatic sprayers and outdoor seating. The State of Tennessee administered the larger
grant to be spent from March

1 to Dec. 31 and the smaller
grant to be spent from Aug. 15
to Nov. 15. Verill expects Southern’s net expense on COVID-19related issues will be around $0
because of these grants.
Frood added that the good
news about most of Southern’s
COVID-19-related_expenses
is that they are not recurring.
He said that Southern might
spend between $150,000 and
$200,000 to pay health screeners and other health workers
who do contact tracing and take
care of those in quarantine and
isolation next semester, but
that expense will likely have a
minimal impact on Southern’s
total financial situation because
some_health_screeners_may
have_previously_worked_for
other departments on campus
and quit those positions.
Though_Southern_spent_a
significant_amount_of_money
to help the school continue to
function safely this semester,
COVID-19-related savings and
the grants administered by the
State of Tennessee helped mitigate those expenses, administrators said.
“The good news is that we’ve
spent some significant money,
and I think it’s been effective.
And_the_good_news_is,_people who had a chance to write
grants were successful,” Frood
said. “I think the Lord blessed
there, and that’s a great thing.
We’re in a really great spot.”

Southern gives virtual tour of
Bietz Center for alumni weekend
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
On Oct. 30, Southern's former
president Gordon Bietz joined
students and alumni on a virtual
tour of the Bietz Center as part of
the Virtual Alumni Homecoming
Weekend event.
Student Association (SA) president and senior psychology and
business administration major
Sheryl Kambuni was one of the
hosts for the virtual tour.
“I'm really excited about this
new student center because I
feel as students, we don't really
realize the impact of it until it actually comes to be,” Kambuni said.

“Because right now on campus,
there aren't that many places you
can hang out all week long with
your friends. ”

Walking into the
actual building, it
was really cool to
see all the spaces
and imagine what
they're going to
look like when
they're done.
Kambuni had previously participated in a private tour of the
Bietz Center with other SA officers

a few weeks earlier. She said she
wasn’t sure how it was going to
compare with the plans, but she
was very happy with the result.
“Coming into it, I was kind of
concerned,” Kambuni said. “I've
seen the building since it was a
parking lot. … I also saw the plans
on the side of it and was like, ‘Can
what they envisioned fit in that
space?’…Walking into the actual
building, it was really cool to see
all the spaces and imagine what
they're going to look like when
they're done.”

KR’s Kitchen introduces new
outdoor eatery on campus

Kenneth Bautista holds inventory from his company, Mark Down
Market. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

DO IT

continued from page 1
find our rhythm. It’s only been
two months!”
Another student, senior fine
arts major Darcie Denton, sells
original art pieces, prints, stickers, shirts and sweatshirts. She
has a following of 36.5k on Instagram and uses the platform to
promote her work.

KR's Kitchen's new "outdoor kitchen." Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
Last_month,_KR’s_Kitchen
launched a new outdoor eatery_on_campus._Outdoor
Kitchen (OK) is a quick graband-go styled food option for
students and staff.
Congestion_and_traffic_in
KR’s_was_a_concern_because
of COVID-19, which led to the
debut of OK, according to KR’s
Manager, Kim Armstrong.
“It takes some traffic away
from_KR’s,”_Armstrong_said.
“But it’s faster and convenient,
and it seems to be working out
quite nicely.”
OK has healthy food options,

which are geared toward a more
“outdoor theme.” Some sandwiches, such as “Tree Hugger”
are an all vegan option. There
are also items on the menu that
are exclusively for OK and not
KR’s. OK is starting out small
just to see what students like
and has gotten good feedback
so far, according to Armstrong.
Senior_social_work_major
Hadassah Jackson enjoys the
new eatery because of its convenience for snacking between
classes.
“I would 100% recommend
it_to_my_friends,”_Jackson

said.. “At KR's, we are a family,
and it's so great to be able to
expand that, even through our
new little eatery.”
I n _a _p o l l _p o s t e d _o n _t h e
Accent ’s_ Instagram_ page,_
students were asked:_“Have_
you eaten at KR’s new eatery,
Outdoor Kitchen?”
Eighty percent (293 participants) said “no” and 20% (74
participants) said “yes.”
OK is open for breakfast on
Sundays,_9:30_to_11:30_a.m.
and additional meals Monday
through Thursday 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. and 5 to 10p.m.

I think when
you’re young and
when you start
a business, failing is okay. What
matters most is
getting the experience and doing
better next time.
Don’t listen to
the people that
don’t believe in
you.
“It started as me wanting to
put my artwork out there,” Denton said. “But when I decided to
fully go for it and become a fine
art major, I realized I needed to
make money from this. I started
off with commissions for my
family and random people on

Instagram, and things really
started selling when I posted
a Van Gogh collection YouTube
video.”
The two most difficult aspects
that Denton had to learn was
how to sell consistently online
and how to handle the cycles of
burnout.
“It’s been a really slow process,
but learning from other people
doing the same thing online,
watching YouTube videos, reading people’s Instagram posts
and podcasts have been really
great,” she said. “Learn from
people who have done it before,
and practice!”
If Kenneth Bautista, founder
of Markdown Market, could give
one piece of advice to other students trying to start their own
business, he would tell them,
“Just do it!”
“I think when you’re young
and when you start a business,
failing_is_okay,”_said_Bautista,
a sophomore business administration major who sells dorm
essentials_at_a_retail_price.
“What matters most is getting
the experience and doing better next time. Don’t listen to the
people that don’t believe in you.”
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Fall Festival
\

Jonathan Sisler walks around Fall Fest styling a plague doctor bird costume.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Skyler Schiff jumps while competing in sack race. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

\

\
Kathy Randol and Adam Shim balance on one leg as they play pool noodle war, an ativity
arranged by the Pre-dent Club. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

\

Nathan Martin and Dominik Werner help out in the "Empowering Minds" booth.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

\

\

Nathan Batchelor rides his unicycle while acknowledging the camera. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

\

All aboard the hay ride. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

\
\
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Tennessee early, absentee voter turnout surpasses 2.1 million
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
At the close of the polls on
Wednesday,_Oct._28,_Tennessee_counties_reported_higher
numbers_of_voter_turnout
than ever before. This is a 38%
increase_statewide_of_early
in-person and absentee votes
cast by mail compared to the
2016_presidential_election,
according_to_the_Tennessee
Secretary_of_State’s_website.
The website_also stated that
over 2.1 million voters in Tennessee have cast their ballots
early or by absentee ballot.
According_to_the_Tennessee_Secretary_of_State’s_2020
election calendar, early voting
took place from Oct. 14 to 29.
According to the data that
was_published_by_the_Tennessee_Secretary_of_State’s
website,_103,590_residents in
Hamilton County voted by the
end of the early voting dates.
From_this_total,_87,418_voted
early_in-person,_and_16,172
voted absentee by mail. Totals
are submitted daily by counties
to the Division of Elections and

include in-person early voters,
absentee by-mail voters and
voters at licensed facilities.
The City Hall located on 4910
Swinyar_Drive_was_the_only
polling station in Collegedale.
At this location_*18,683_residents voted in-person, according to a report on Hamilton
County ’s_Election_Commission’s website.
According to residents, the
wait time to vote reached up
to two hours at some points
during the early voting dates.
Joely Hudson has lived in
O o l t ew a h _ f o r _ a b o u t _ e i g h t
months and voted on Oct. 22.
“I waited for 50 minutes,”
Hudson_said._“My_only_complaint_is_that_people_were
standing_way_too_close_to
me. I stayed six feet from the
person in front, but the lady
behind me was practically on
my back.”
Danielle Darling voted on
Oct. 23 around 1 p.m., when
she said the lines at the time
were past the tennis courts.

“ We_wa ited_jus t_over_an
hour,” Darling said._“The_line
was very long and stretched
out_toward_The_Commons.
However,_the_election_staff
worked very quickly to move
people through.”
Twenty-one-year-old Gabby
Garcia voted for the first time
on Oct. 29, the last day of early
voting in Tennessee.
“When_I_saw_the_line,_I
thought_I_wa_going_to_be
h e re _ f o r _ f i v e _ h o u r s , ” _ G a r cia said. “It went a lot quicker
than I thought, but the line
was insane. I was prepared
to be there for a while, but
my phone died in the middle
so that wasn’t fun. I got there
around 1:30 p.m. and left at
3:30 p.m. So it took two hours”
Garcia registered to vote back
in March and had been looking
forward to the day where she
could vote in-person.
“I was really excited to vote,”
she said. “There definitely were
a lot fewer young people than
I thought. I wish more young

people would vote. I was trying to encourage more people
to come. My dad even came,
but he saw the line and left.”
Garcia had anticipated the
long lines, so she took a partial
day off from work.
“I_usually_work_from_8:30
a.m._to_4_p.m.,_but_I_only
worked_until_12_p.m._today
[Oct._29]._I_ran_a_couple
of_errands_and_then_came
straight here.”
Garcia spoke about how long
lines and the lack of resources
to get to a polling station can
discourage some to vote.
“People who have to skip
work and school or have to
Uber is a flaw in my opinion,”
Garcia said. “It’s like a flaw in
the whole system.”
Once inside, Garcia said the
time for the actual voting process did not take very long.
“It was really short, maybe
around 10 minutes, and that
was because I took my time to
make sure I was reading the
articles carefully,” Garcia said.

In_a_statement_posted_on
The_Tennessee_Secretary_of
State’s_website,_Tennessee
Secretary of State Tre Hargett
made a statement in regards
to voter turnout.
“These record numbers demonstrate_Tennessee_voter ’s
confidence in the safe, sensible and responsible administration of this election,” Hargett said. “County elections
officials are doing a great job
helping voters have a smooth
voting experience.”
More information about voting in Hamilton County can be
found_on_Hamilton_County’s
Election Commission website.
*All totals are unofficial and
are subject to verification and
certification_by_the_Hamilton
County_Election_Commission
according_to_the_Hamilton
County_Election_Commision
website.

Residents waiting in line outside the Collegedale Town Hall for early voting. Photos by Aubri Dancek

SPORTS
Los Angeles, the city of champions: Third time’s a charm?
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
On Jan 26, 2020, Los Angeles
Lakers legend and sports icon
Kobe Bryant passed away in a
tragic helicopter accident. The
world mourned the loss of one
of the best basketball players
and household names in history, but none more so than
the Los Angeles Lakers team
and family. In a cruel bit of
foreshadowing, the NBA cancelled games that day and for
the Lakers on Tuesday.
Lakers forward Lebron James
said, “I want to continue along
with my teammates to continue
his legacy, not only for this

year, but as long as we can play
the game of basketball that we
love because that’s what Kobe
Bryant would want.”
Many people pointed out
that, given the supreme talent
the Lakers had, this could be
a year to win in honor of their
fallen five-time champion.
After the entire sports world
was put on pause for COVID19, the Lakers came through
on that idea, defeating the
Miami Heat in the NBA Finals.
Lakers forward Anthony
Davis said after their win,
“Ever since the tragedy, all we

wanted to do was do it for him
[Kobe Bryant].”
On the other side of town,
the Los Angeles Dodgers, of
whom Kobe Bryant was a big
fan, had their chance to win a
long-awaited championship,
even in a shortened season.
After a long battle with the
Atlanta Braves, the Dodgers
defeated the Tampa Bay Rays
to win their first championship
since 1988, taking their place
alongside the Lakers as the
kings of the sports world.
It was sweet for Dodgers
fans, and even sweeter for a city

mourning the loss of an icon.
It’s precisely the outcome Kobe
Bryant would have wanted,
though — His city, king of the
sports world. Bryant believed
in winning more than anything,
and that’s just what his Lakers
and Dodgers did.
Los Angeles has long been
heralded the city of champions. It ranks fourth among all
professional sports cities in
all-time championships across
the five major sports (football,
basketball, baseball, soccer
and hockey). They have just
eight since 2010, though. The

Lakers hadn’t won since 2010
and the Dodgers 1988, until
2020. This year has seen Los
Angeles return to the upper
echelon of sports cities in
America. It ranks alongside
New York and Boston as the
premier sports destinations. If
the playoffs began today, the
Los Angeles Rams made it as
the NFC’s 7th seed. Could they
take home an NFL championship to join them?
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OPINION
Fast fashion vs. sustainable fashion: Where to buy?
Nothing more than a
trend

Your fashion choices
can make a difference

Paula Macena
Opinion Editor

Tori Waegele
Contributor

Recently, sustainable fashion has become popularized,
specifically for young people.
Sustainable fashion is the process of reducing emissions created from the fashion industry.
More thrift businesses are popping up, people are thrifting
more often, and all this has
even resulted in some big retail
chains closing down or filing
for bankruptcy such as Forever
21. However, although there
are many benefits to shopping sustainably, there are also
some downsides that most
have turned a blind eye to.
First of all, many of those
who shop sustainably began
to look down upon those
who shop fast fashion, and
they sometimes approach the
topic aggressively. This makes
shopping sustainably look like
something pretentious when
the whole point is to help
better our planet. It seems to
have strayed from its original
intention and become nothing
more than a trend.
Second, as a result of thrifting becoming more and more
commonplace, people have
begun to open up Depop and
Poshmark
accounts—both
being websites to sell used
items—to purchase clothing
from thrift stores at a cheaper
price and upsell them on these
sites at a higher cost. This, in
return, directly impacts lower-income communities and
those of lesser privilege who
genuinely cannot afford to
buy new items and therefore
rely on thrift stores. The more
people that buy used items,
the more prices will be raised

on secondhand clothes. In the
end, the people who really
need to shop secondhand
can no longer afford to do so
because people decided to
make it a trend.
Furthermore, since thrift
store prices are going up, fast
fashion prices have begun
to go down as these retail
chains attempt to save their
businesses. Websites such as
Shein, Romwe and Aliexpress
have become more popular
as their options are incredibly cheap. Although fast fashion clothes are made unethically, as most are produced in
sweatshops, this is starting to
become the only option that
lower-income
communities
have to afford decent clothing.
Trendsetters have demonized fast fashion when some
lesser privileged people now
rely on them and have simultaneously taken away what used
to be lesser privileged people’s main source of clothing.
All in all, the sustainable fashion trend has become more
harmful than beneficial and
has strayed far from what the
original intention was. All of
this directly impacts disadvantaged communities and boosts
those of the higher economic
class. Therefore, while fast
fashion has its problematic
traits, I defend it because it
is now one of the only affordable options for whomever
genuinely cannot keep up with
this sustainable fashion trend
while sustainable fashion has
only harmed those individuals.

The current consumer culture
in the United States has perpetuated a system that allows
for the destruction and depletion of our planet as well as
the exploitation of workers in
underdeveloped countries. This
is both an environmental and
humanitarian crisis, and one
of the biggest causes is found
within the fashion industry.
The fashion industry is one
of the world’s largest polluters and, according to UN Environment, the fashion industry
alone is liable for 8% of carbon
emissions. On top of this, there
are roughly 60 million clothing
and textile workers in the world,
and 98% of them do not earn
livable wages. It is crucial that
consumers are not careless;
the origins of our clothing matter. This is why everyone needs
to begin to shop sustainably.
Shopping sustainably includes
shopping from ethical brands,
as well as buying secondhand
clothing, or thrifting.
When an item is purchased
from a chain store such as
Forever 21, more money is
being drawn into a system that
exploits textile workers. It is easy
to buy a t-shirt that says, “Girl
power” or “Feminist” and believe
in those sayings. Yet, ironically
enough, many of the countries
those items were exported from
do not even pay the majority of
their female workers a livable
wage. Some women are not
even paid at all, according to the
Clean Clothes Campaign.
When you shop sustainably,
you are supporting systems that
are ethical. Sustainable fashion
brands use materials that are

ethically made and sourced.
Therefore, buyers can be confident that the makers of their
clothing are paid livable wages
and that the materials used for
the clothing do not waste away
but stand the test of time.
The most popular form of
sustainable fashion, however,
is secondhand shopping. It is
far cheaper than buying directly
from some brands. Thrifting
gives a new life to old clothing that would have otherwise
been thrown into a landfill. Only
15% of all consumer-purchased
clothing is actually recycled (The
Balance SMB). This means that
75% of the clothes purchased
are sent straight to the trash,
and you can imagine the environmental toll this creates. This
is why it is crucial to shop secondhand, as well as donate/sell
your used clothing.
When you shop sustainably
and secondhand, you begin to
make a difference and aid in
changing the way our clothes are
made. It is true that large corporations are the ones to blame,
but it is paramount consumers
understand the impact they have
on the fashion industry.
If we all begin to make the
switch towards sustainable
fashion, these large corporations will have to cater to us
so that they can continue their
cash flow. It is about being
aware of the power our choices
have and being more conscious
of our decisions. If we succeed,
we will create an environment
where corrupt industries can
no longer thrive in the way that
they do today.

RELIGION

A meditation on the beauty of imbalance
Christina Cannon
Contributor
The idea that symmetry is
beautiful, ideal and somehow
“right” is an old thought, one
that may be innately human
and as old as humanity itself. It
is seen in art, architecture and
anatomy, from the biblical blueprint of Noah’s ark to the molding of the Arc de Triomphe.
Sixteenth century astronomer Copernicus reflected that
the reason for the circular
motions of the planets could be
due in part to the innate perfection of the shape of a sphere,
calling to mind the era in which
it was common to arrange scientific understanding according to the perceived attributes
of God. The idea that things
should be balanced is inseparable from the idea that there is,
in fact, a way things to be.
This idea that things ought
to be symmetrical is, arguably, more strongly evident in
current North American culture than it has been in the
past. Common refrains echo
that school life should be balanced with social life, which
should be balanced with work
life, family life and with spiritual life. We ought to display
“moderation in all things” and
be “well-rounded,” “balanced”
individuals. And, as human
nature suspects, there is virtually nothing wrong with this. It
is how things should be in their
own good and perfect timing.
Concerning this dynamic,
Danish philosopher Kierkgaard
noted “Form is not the basis of
life, but life is the basis of form.”
By this, he meant that balance
is a characteristic by-product of
a life well-lived, not the driver

and supreme purpose of that
life. Balance is something that
emerges slowly and will not
come to completion until after
this life in a pointedly imbalanced world.
Time is an important consideration when reflecting on
what it means to be “balanced”
or complete. One does not and
should not look the same at all
stages of the Christian walk.
“When I was young, I talked
like a child, I spoke like a child…”
reflected Paul, without condescension to his younger self.
There is nothing wrong or
unnatural about being a child
when one is a child. A problem
arises when one becomes an
adult and has no foundation of
being a child from which to grow.
Jesus chose, and simultaneously designed, the human
body to be a living symbol and
demonstration of the way in
which his community of disciples
operates. The human body itself
is relatively symmetrical, but
the same cannot be said of all
of its parts. As with the human
body, the human mind does not
grow proportionately. Feet and
curiosity shoot ahead of height
and ability to reason, and in
both, growing pains necessarily
remind one of one’s own mortality. Balance and proportion are
safe. But things that grow do not
grow proportionately.
There is a season for symmetry, but developing balance
requires seasons of imbalance.
Allowing the social life or the
life of the mind to shoot out
ahead of another part of one’s
life, out of balance and out of
proportion, may be the most

natural and necessary thing
when growing. Laying aside
the common obsession with
balance in order to allow room
for some amount of asymmetry
may be culturally and socially a
sacrifice. But it is also spiritually, sacredly indispensable.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
Instagram is not real life: Stop living to post, and start
living to experience
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Life on Instagram is not real.
Now, read that again.
These are the words I repeated as I forced myself to put
my phone in my backpack and
take a moment to pay attention to the nature around me.
Why did I go on this hike in the
first place? So I could let everyone that follows me know that
I have a life where I go out to
swim under waterfalls with all
of my friends?
It was a hard pill to swallow
when I realized that a large
portion of my motive behind
going out and having fun was
actually only to get pictures of
me doing it. Yes, some real fun
would seep through regardless of my motive. I could even
go as far as to say that my
desire to have a new Instagram post motivated me to be
more adventurous in the first
place. But how much more of
a genuine connection and new
experience could I have had if
I wasn’t so obsessed with getting that perfect photo that
makes me seem “aesthetic”
and “spontaneous?”
I get it. As human beings, we
are naturally inclined to desire
the acceptance and respect of
others. With social media, we
have full control over how people perceive us. We see other
people showing off their perfect lives, and we wonder why
our lives don’t look exactly
like theirs. Those Instagram
accounts that you follow and
compare your life to? The people behind those accounts feel
the same stress, insecurities

and troubles that we do.
This isn’t to say that posting on Instagram is all bad. In
fact, Instagram has proven to
be an incredible tool to share
art, curate a creative feed and
connect with others that you
wouldn’t stay in contact with
(or meet!) otherwise. When
used intentionally and carefully, Instagram can be a positive outlet for creative inspiration and honest connection.
Learning to appreciate each
moment takes a complete
rewiring of our minds. Next
time you go out, don’t stop to
take posed pictures. Let yourself enjoy what you actually set
out to do in the first place. Take
advantage of this time to get to
know your friends better rather
than using them as props for
your weekend’s Instagram
story. The people that you run
into, the conversations that
you have and the fulfillment
that you receive as a result will
be so much greater than just
having something to post.
Living for the experience
of life provides new, broader
perspectives that open us up
to knowledge that allows us
to better connect with others.
By intentionally putting away
the technological obstacle that
blocks us from that initial eye
contact, that first impression
and that first opportunity to
connect with a new human
being, we open ourselves up
to a much broader and colorful world.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Rachel Marpaung

Gia Arroyo

Sam Oliveira @solive03
The tree is up and decorated *cue Christmas music*

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Normalize posting on social media and not texting back

Madalyn Powers @madalynemily99
This semester makes me want to scream in like 7 different dialects

rachercy feelin’ like a caramel apple #SAUlife

Victoria Acosta @2cool4death
Why does the second floor of Brock smell like a thrift store

Josh Donesky

giannimairie let’s hope I’m not jinxing myself
by posting this #SAUlife

Sarah Kilroy

Bailey DuBose @bay_what
In my 14 years of school I have never had anything to add to any class
discussion, I tried today and was cut off so there’s that

Daniel Hasel @dani_hasel
The assignment isn’t done but I am done with the assignment

jdonesky Anybody else just love fall colors?
#SAUlife

Congratulations @vivala_ni!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Joslen Lache Veloz

sarah.eilis oh to be under the dark blue sky…
instead of being overwhelmed by life #SAUlife

Liamara Garcia-Ciprian

Kevin is looking for some supplies to
finish out the semester. Find him in
this issue for a chance to win a

$10 Target
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
joslenlache

#SAUlife

ligaci Trying something different #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER
Check out our new website!

Today 4
39-70

Step Forward
Online W21 Registration for returning
Seniors > 93 hours
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate
8:00 p.m. – Fall Week of Prayer: MyRon
Edmonds, Tent

Friday 6
52-72

Online W21 Registration for Returning
Junior > 54 hours & Seniors
Preview Southern
Step Forward
5:41 p.m. – Sunset
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Fall Week of
Prayer: MyRon Edmonds, Tent
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow, Tent

Sunday 8
61-75

Step Forward
7:30 p.m. – Symphony Orchestra Concert,
southern.edu/streaming

www.southern-accent.org

Thursday 5
Online W21 Registration for
Returning Junior > 54 hours & Seniors
Preview Southern
Step Forward
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations –
Guest Speaker: Week of Prayer Q & A
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore
Success
8:00 p.m. – Fall Week of Prayer: MyRon
Edmonds, Tent

45-68

7

Saturday

Weekly Birthdays

Virtual Alumni Homecoming
55-75
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Elementary School
Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Church
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, SAU
Promenade
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Church
5:40 p.m. – Sunset
7:00 p.m. – Evensong, southern.edu/evensong
7:00 p.m. – SA Event: LASERTAG, Library

Monday 9
Tuesday 10
64-77

Online W21 Registration for returning Sophomores > 23 hours, Juniors & Seniors
Step Forward
11:00 a.m. – Senior Portraits, Sherrie Norton
Room
12:00 p.m. – Deep Dive Cultural Conversations
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Chapel

Online W21 Registration for returning
61-77
Sophomores > 23 hours, Juniors & Seniors
Step Forward
12:00 p.m. – General Session: Cultural
Conversations
3:30 p.m. – University Senate

TODAY|4

Nicolas Galindo

Nathan Moravetz

Garik Brown

Maria Hernandez

Monday |9

Angelyn Edwards

Madeline Kim

Emily Loredo

Eric Eiselstein

Evelin Sanchez

Rebecca Thomas

Ruth-Anne Jean-Louis

Alani Santa Cruz

Dalmax Trasporte

Matthew Jensen

Jonathan Yoon

Tuesday |10

Noah Muhs

Saturday |7

Javiera Alquinta

Jackson Schlisner

Iliana Dialectakis

Justin Bekowies

Christian Teal

Kellie Donascimento

Youngbin Cho

Thursday |5

Josh Kim

Jon Lao

Kaleigh Buckner

Elyse Knecht

Frank Liu

Amy Dias Nogueira

Zach Munson

Nicky Louis

Paityn Foszcz

Davel Parker

Morgan Nash

Benjamin Kim

Sierra Scribner

Davy Ondrejka

Adam Shim

Becka Tennant

Juan Toc

Heather Stone

Sunday |8

Dylan Vogel

Macaela Strother

Jonathan Batchelder

Friday |6

Durbin Brown Simpson

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

Southern’s counseling program provides practical
knowledge combined with a highly-supervised
clinical experience.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Hybrid classes support your work-life balance.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs in Clinical Mental
Health Counseling and School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical knowledge and
clinical experience.
Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will be grounded in
Christian principles and designed to prepare you for work
in a variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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WSMC
Reflecting on voting struggles: Students
raises
share their personal experiences
$30,000
during
fundraising
drive
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
Classical_radio_station_90.5
WSMC held its “on-air member
drive” in mid-October as part of
its fall fundraiser.
The radio station raised about
$30,000_of_its_$40,000_goal
during the five-day fundraiser.

Public radio
stations use
a different
business
model [than
commercial radio
stations]. The
‘public’ in public
radio means our
community—
listeners—keep
us on the air;
and [they] are
who we serve.
According_to_WSMC_General Manager Scott Kornblum,
fundraising_goals_vary_each
time_depending_on_a_few_factors. Mostly, goals are set based
on total costs for the year and
future equipment upgrades.
He_said,_WSMC_“only_asks
listeners_for_what_[it]_really
[needs],” which is why fundraising goals vary each time.
“We’ve had member drives
of $75,000 at times,” Kornblum
said. “And sometimes the goals
See WSMC on page 3

Taylor Dean holds up her "I voted" sticker from Florida. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
Americans ages 18 to 30
were more excited about voting
this November than they had
been in decades, according to
a Washington Post article published on Oct. 5.
However,_this_article_also
pointed_out_that_the_COVID-19
pandemic_created_numerous
challenges for college students
who wished to vote, such as
schools sending students home
who were planning to vote on or
near campus and cancelling fall
breaks so students who were
planning to vote in-person in
October could no longer do so.
In addition, the article said that
submitting_mail-in_ballots_“can
be uniquely challenging for_college_students—some_of_whom
have never used the Postal Service or had to buy stamps.”
In a recent poll of 175 students

conducted on the Accent’s Instagram account, 23% said their
voting experience was difficult
or more complicated than they
had expected.

The fact that
I potentially
almost didn’t
vote was causing
a lot of stress for
me. I was already
having guilt for
not voting, and it
wasn’t my fault.
Junior business major Benjamin Olivier, who is registered
to vote in Cumberland County,
Tennessee, had been planning
to vote in-person before being
quarantined. Olivier started his

quarantine in the dorm on Oct.
29 and would not be released
until after polls were closed, so
he was unable to vote. Olivier
said his inability to vote this year
made him wish he had planned
better. However, the situation
was not stressful for him.
Junior_English_major_Ciarah
Clark also struggled to vote in
Tennessee, but not because she
was_quarantined._Clark_input
her_information_on_Tennessee’s_online_voter_registration
website_last_November_and
then_again_in_February,_July
and August of this year. After
every attempt, the information
she_provided_did_not_appear
on the website, so she emailed
vote@hamilton.gov_in_August
explaining her complications.
She_never_received_a_reply.
In_September,_she_was_finally

able to successfully register by
mail. And, though she was still
anxious that her information
would not show up correctly in
Tennessee’s system, she was
able to vote without any further
complications.
Senior_broadcast_journalism
major_Gianni_Arroyo’s_mail-in
ballot was lost for about three
to four weeks. Arroyo said her
family requested their mail-in
ballots during the summer, and
the ballots were delivered to
their home in Florida around the
end of September. Arroyo could
not go home, partly because
Southern had eliminated fall
break, so she asked her parents
to mail the ballot to her. Her
dad mailed it in the first week of
October, and Arroyo expected
it to arrive a few days later. But
See VOTING on page 3

Students run online thrift business to Employees, students
support crisis in Lebanon
consider new policies
on freedom of
expression, assembly
Patrick Scriven
Staff Writer
On October 26, Southern faculty and staff members gathered
for_the_first_of_two_University
Assembly_meetings_scheduled
this academic year. The focus of
the meeting was policy proposals_for_freedom_of_expression
and assembly on campus.

Screenshot of Phoenicia Finesse's Instagram account, @phoeniciafinesse. Phoenicia Finesse is a thriftflipping business run by public relations freshman Anna Cousins along with two of her friends, Nilah and
Nara Mataafa. Phoenicia Finesse donates 100% of its profits to support projects in Lebanon.

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
There are many ways to help
raise money for a good cause.
Anna_Cousins,_a_freshman
public_relations_and_graphic
design_major,_has_found_a
rather fashionable way to do
so: Thrift Flipping.
Cousins has an online thrift
business_called_Phoenicia
Finesse. The goal of Phoenicia
Finesse is to help the victims of
corruption and violence in Lebanon, and the business donates

100% of its profits to supporting
the cause.
Cousins runs the business with
two of her friends, twin sisters
Nilah and Nara Mataafa. Nara is
currently studying accounting at
Middle East University in Lebanon and is able to help directly
with the business.
Cousins got the idea for her
project_when_she_saw_other
thrift businesses being run on
Instagram and TikTok. Noticing
their popularity, she realized it

would be a great way to raise
money for Lebanon.
“Nilah and I met this summer
canvassing, and she wanted to
create_a_sustainable_business
that_would_support_Lebanon,”
Cousins said. “I saw a lot of people running online thrift stores,
and_thought_that_would_be_a
good idea, so we got together
and started Phoenicia Finesse.”
All_three_friends_already_had
plans_to_start_a_business,_and
See LEBANON on page 2

We want to
encourage
freedom of
expression, while
at the same time,
we don't want
this freedom to
be used to inflict
pain on others. So,
a policy that helps
guide expressions
on campus is
helpful.
These_policy_proposals_will
go back to the_University Senate,_which_may_bring_back_a
revised_version_to_the_next
Assembly in March.
Matt Tolbert, a professor in the

School of Education and Psychology_and_chair_of_the_meeting,
explained_that_questions_surrounding freedom of expression
and assembly were "at the heart
of what we were discussing."
"How should Southern address
the_intersection_of_employees'
freedom_in_sharing_their_views
and maintaining and promoting
healthy Adventist values on campus?"_Tolbert said. "We want to
encourage_freedom_of_expression, while at the same time, we
don't want this freedom to be
used to inflict pain on others. So,
a policy that helps guide expressions on campus is helpful."
Two policies were proposed
at_the_meeting—one_regarding freedom of expression and
one_for_freedom_of_assembly
and_forum._While_the_policies
discussed regarded employees,
Southern students are also subject to new policies surrounding
freedoms on campus.
Last_Friday,_Student_Development_sent_out_an_email_to
students_informing_them_of
See FREEDOM on page 2
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continued from page 1
important changes made in the
handbook in regards to freedom
of expression and public assembly and forum.
The_email_emphasized_that
the university encourages public
expression and diverse opinions
as long as they “do not fundamentally conflict with the mission and identity of our Adventist
higher-education community.”
The_full_policy_on_freedom
of_expression,_which_can_be
accessed in the school’s handbook,_says, “Southern has the
expectation that students work,
individually and together, to create an atmosphere that is safe,
valuing_of_one_another,_and
open to diverse perspectives.”

I believe
students have
an avenue for
voicing concerns
through SA and
the student
senate. These
processes are
in place for just
that purpose.
I encourage
all students
to engage in
this process to
ensure their
voice is heard.
So far, students’ response to
Friday's_email_is_unclear._But
Brian Garcia, junior allied health
pre-physical therapy major, has
already expressed his thoughts
on Southern’s approach to freedom of expression.
“I_think_[Southern]_generally
does_a_great_job,” Garcia said.
“And one good thing in particular
is that it revolves its guidelines
around God. But I also think that
these guidelines can be seen as
a passive aggressive way to say,
‘We’re here to protect these freedoms._But_whatever_the_case
you_build_for_your_argument,
should we oppose, we have the
final word.’”
Tolbert was eager to encourage students to be active in campus life and become involved in
important decisions like these.
“I_believe_students_have_an
avenue_for_voicing_concerns
through_SA_and_the_student
senate,”_Tolbert_said._“These
processes_are_in_place_for
just_that_purpose._I_encourage_all_students_to_engage_in
this_process_to_ensure_their
voice is heard.”

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_
corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_
at_accent@southern.edu_or_
reach_us_through_our_social_
media accounts.

Biology Department Student business aims
introduces new
to bring joy to others
epidemology elective through creations
Geoffry Fowler
Staff Writer
A_new_upper-division_class
called_"Epidemiology"_will_be
offered_during_the_2021_Winter_Semester._This_course_will
be taught by biology professor
Aaron Corbit.
Corbit_said_epidemiology
is “the basic science_of_public
health." Epidemiology analyzes
the population data of how and
why people get sick.
"It_is_a_discipline_that_deals
with a lot of data analysis," Corbit said.
Corbit_explained_that_epidemiology is more than just
tracking viruses—it's the broad
spectrum_of_public_health.
The goal of the class is critical
thinking.
“It_is_one_of_the_big things
w e _a re _t a l k i n g _a b o u t _w i t h
COVID right now,” Corbit said.
"The job is to sort through the
sources with the best data and
what_it_is_about._This_does_
not_apply just to COVID, but
[also] health claims that are
out there as well.”_

Casey Goldring poses in front of the camera with one of her tote bags.
Goldring makes her art out of natural dyes. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Geoffry Fowler
Staff Writer

Professor Aaron Corbit will be teaching the new upper-division
Epidemiology class starting this Winter 2021 semester.
Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations Department.

LEBANON

continued from page 1
the idea to create a nonprofit
seemed to fit their goals.
“God has really blessed our
store,” Cousins said. “It has been
really profitable; God has been
really pulling through with that.
So, we are really excited that the
cause is being supported.”
After_collecting_profit_from
the sales, the entire amount is
donated_directly_to_the_cause
in Lebanon.
“We send the profits to Nara,
who then pays a Syrian refugee
a living wage to make reusable
pads for other refugee women,”
Cousins said.
This supports not only the man
who is paid to make these products, but also the women who
otherwise may not have access
to basic menstrual products .
The_Instagram_page_allows

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Reading_primary_literature
will be part of the course to
address some of these ideas
about health.
The_epidemiology_class
will_be_an_elective,_according
to_Corbit._Biology
majors_in
upper-division_classes_can_
take_the course, which will be
offered every other year during
the winter semester. It will be
a three-credit class, with two
hours of lecture and one hour
of lab. Corbit mentioned that
the information learned in the
class extends beyond the classroom and can be used to help
others. He said classes like this
play a role in the Christian life.
“This_can_have_some_implications_for_Christians,”_Corbit
said. “As Christians, we want to
understand how_to_help people,_and_understanding_how_
diseases_work_is_a_first_step
to understanding how to help
people."

customers both the option to
buy the clothes at a set price, or
at as a bidding option. The posts
are organized in a simple, neutral theme, with various clothing
items grouped by drops.
“We_get_our_aesthetic_inspiration_from_Pinterest,”_Cousins
said. “We kind of go for a classic,
minimalist chic style.”
Items are sourced from local
thrift_stores_around_Southern
as well as thrift stores around
Andrews_University,_where
Nilah is studying. After selecting_the_clothing,_Anna_and
Nilah both post the items on_
Phoenicia_Finesse's_Instagram
page, @phoeniciafinesse, in a
curated fashion.
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Senior education major Casey
Goldring hopes to bring joy to
people_through_her_business,
Creations_by_Casey._Goldring's
business features products she
creates_and_designs_such_as
t-shirts, totes, prints and stickers.
Goldring started her business
when her friend’s mom saw her
illustration and encouraged her
to make her art into a screen
print. Goldring took the advice
and ended up printing her illustration on a t-shirt.
"I started a business freshman
year where someone brought me
their plain t-shirt, and I [printed]
on it for $10," Goldring said. "If
it hadn’t been for a few key people_in_my_freshman_year_who
empowered me to sell my work,
I probably wouldn’t have the confidence I have now to keep doing
it in different capacities."
Both_Goldring's_roommate
and boyfriend_have_consistently
encouraged_her_to_expand her
business._Goldring_said_she
sometimes feels out of place but
is grateful to have friends that
support her to combat the negative thoughts. She also continues to be inspired whenever she
sees people wearing her t-shirts
around campus.
Goldring saw an opportunity
to promote her work during 423
Night Market._Although she was
away_as_a_student_missionary
and missed the first event in the
Winter_Semester_of_2019,_she
joined the following semester.
"When I came back, I was so
ready_to_do_it,”_Goldring_said.
“I_started_printing_out_t-shirts,
printing stickers and tote bags."
As Goldring progressed in her
business, she became interested
in natural dyes. She_uses_material such as walnuts, berries, cabbage, beets, onions and avocado
skins and pits. Goldring owns a
screen machine that allows her
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more efficiently.
“When_I_first_started_using
natural_dyes,_I_wanted_to_utilize_food that would usually go
to waste,”_Goldring_said._“Some
people may think the versatility
of the results are frustrating. …
But I love how each product is
completely unique.”

When I first
started using
natural dyes, I
wanted to utilize
food that would
usually go to waste.
Some people may
think the versatility
of the results
are frustrating.
… But I love how
each product is
completely unique.
Most of the money from her
sales go back into her business
with a margin of the profits going
into her savings. Goldring’s goal
now is to expand her business’
presence on social media.
“I’d love to expand on more
platforms and grow my following
and engagement,” Goldring said.
“But with my school and regular
job, it can be difficult to prioritize
my artwork and business.”
In the future, Goldring would
love to continue creating and
selling art full-time along with
her freelance work. She would
also like to use her skills in her
career as a teacher.
“Another dream of mine is to
merge my creative talents with
my passion for kids by teaching
art with a nonprofit in school
districts without funding for art
programs,” Goldring said.
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This semeser, basketball games are not allowed inside the Iles Gym. Those students who miss playing the sport have opted to play at Collegedale
Adventist Middle School's outdoors basketball court. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
Sports_is_often_a_way_that
students disconnect from their
daily school routine. With many
changes this semester, a group
of_students_are_left_without_a
place to disconnect as basketball has been restricted in the
Iles Gym for the unforeseeable
future. According to Intramural Director Troy Walker, “Basketball has not been approved
by the administrative Covid-19
Task Force Committee.”
This decision has impacted
several students on campus that
use the sport as a way to destress
and spend time with friends.
Junior nursing major Robert
Estrada finds it very frustrating
that students aren’t allowed to

play basketball in the gym.
“We are allowing sports such
as_futsal_and_floor_hockey,
[which] have just as much physical contact as basketball, however they are allowed and basketball isn’t,” Estrada said.
According_to_sophomore
physical therapy assistant major
Kory Cotton, he hasn’t been able
to play basketball since the start
of the semester.
“I play basketball as a way to
unwind,” Cotton said. “It keeps my
hands and mind occupied. It also
allows me to make new friends.”
The_COVID-19_Task_Force
Committee_has_not_yet_made
a_final_decision_in_regards_to
allowing_basketball intramurals
in the Iles Gym next semester.
“We_are_in_the_process_of

reviewing our COVID-19 guidelines for first semester and determining what we will be doing for
the second semester,” said University President David Smith.
In_the_meantime,_students
have found a new place to play
basketball at the Collegedale
Adventist Middle School (CAMS)
outdoor courts.
“While it does give us a way to
play basketball, it still is not the
same,” Estrada said. “Not allowing us to play in our gym has
also created a greater opportunity for Southern students to be
exposed to COVID-19.”
Many_people from the surrounding_area_use_the_CAMS
outdoor courts to play, according to Estrada.
He feels that if students were

allowed to play in the Iles Gym,
they would at least have the
security of everyone in the gym
being_Southern_students_who
have_gone_through_the_daily
screening process.
Junior_accounting_major
Josh_Esten_said_that_while_he
sometimes wears a mask while
playing at CAMS, the risk is still
present_due_to_playing_with
those who are not from Southern’s campus.
“We_have_to_play_against
strangers,_and_I_don’t_know
who they hang out with,” Esten
said. “I don’t know if I can trust
that a complete stranger is taking_the_protective_measures
for himself.”

Gym Masters team goes into quarantine
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
On Oct. 28, a member of the
Gym Masters team tested positive for COVID-19, according
to Coach Richard Schwarz. The
same day the whole team was
notified to go into quarantine
for two weeks until Nov. 10. On
Nov. 5, a second team member
tested positive.
According_to_Southern's_website,_quarantine_is_when_a_person_separates_from_others
because medical personnel have
determined there is a possibility
that the individual is infected,
and isolation is when a person
separates_away_from_others
because they have tested positive for COVID-19.
At the beginning of the school
year, Schwarz agreed that if any
member of the team tested positive for COVID-19, they would all
go into quarantine.
“ We_don’t_know_how_the
person_got_it,”_Schwarz_said.
“[They] had a relative with it and
decided to be tested—it came
back positive.”
According_to_Family_Nurse
Practitioner_at_the_University

Health_Center_(UHC),_the_UHC
collaborates_with_Hamilton
County to contact trace people
who_have_COVID-19_or_have
been exposed to someone who
has tested positive.

I had the team
send me videos
of them doing
gymnastics at
the dorm or at
their home. It
was great to see
that gymnastics
can be done
anywhere,
despite COVID.
“Students agree to the Covenant of Care to notify the UHC
of their positive result,” Harriss
said. “If they do not, the Health
Department_will_call_us_when
they become aware of the case.”
The County Health Department also notifies the University

Health Center if a student or staff
member was exposed to someone off-campus.
“We try to notify people as
soon as we become aware that
they_were_exposed,_and_most
people are notified in less than
24 hours,” Darriss said.
According to Harriss, anyone
who is sick or isolated for a positive test is discouraged from
going_home._But_those_who
decide to go home to quarantine
are encouraged to still abide by
Southern's_quarantine_restrictions and are encouraged to stay
away from family if possible.
According to Schwarz, some
team members decided to quarantine at home. He said the team
reacted professionally, without
complaining.
The plan for the sport from
now on is making sure everyone
on the team practices social distancing as they try to finish filming their Christmas special.
“We_will_have_a tighter schedule_during_practice_with_only
team_members_in_the_gym_for
their_routine[s],”_Schwarz_said.

“[We]_will_continue_with_the
protocol that we have had all
semester.”
Junior_history_major_and
team_manager_Aimee_Hunt
shared_that_the_team_has
been extremely supportive of
one another and are ready to
get back to the gym to work
toward their goals.
“Many of those who got to
quarantine at home offered
the use of their meal plans
to those in dorm quarantine
because many of them were
running low or had no funds,”
Hunt said.
The team has a weekly vlog
that is accessible on YouTube,
and Hunt had the team send
videos_of_themselves_doing
gymnastics stunts.
“I had the team send me videos of them doing gymnastics
at the dorm or at their home,”
Hunt_ said._ “It was great to see
that gymnastics can be done
anywhere, despite COVID.”
The team vlog is accessible
on YouTube at @saugymmasters, or on their blog.

are considerably lower.”
Although the radio station’s
goals were not met during the
month_of_October,_November and December are usually
t h e _m o n t h s _ w h e n _ p e o p l e _
make their_end-of-year_donations, according to Kornblum.
To _ t a r g e t _ l i s t e n e r s _ a n d
donors,_WSMC_typically_
sends_letters_to_consistent
c o n t r i b u t o r s . _T h e _s t a t i o n
also usually meets with some
“donors who want to make a
financial difference” in order
to develop a giving program
that meets their priorities,
Kornblum said.
The member drive has been
WSMC’s_tradition_since_the
birth_of_the_radio_station_in
1961,_and_it_has_been_held
twice a year—once during the
spring and once during the fall.
According to Kornblum, like
many_other_radio_stations,
W S M C _h a s _ s e v e r a l _ g u i d e lines when it comes to ethics,
which include honest comm u n i c a t i o n , _t r a n s p a r e n c y
and_a_donor-centric_mindset._He_said_those guidelines
are essential to all of WSMC’s
fundraisers, and they might
be paired with a social media
campaign or a challenge gift
from a supporting business.

As a nonprofit
radio station,
WSMC depends
on donations and
offerings from
its listeners in
order to operate.
As a nonprofit radio station,
WSMC_depends_on_donations and offerings from its listeners in order to operate.
“Public radio stations use a
different business model [than
commercial_radio_stations],”
Kornblum said. “The ‘public’ in
public radio means our community—listeners—keep us on the
air; and [they] are who we serve.”
Kornblum_said_this_year
was particularly hard for the
radio station due to the financial impact of COVID-19 on the
donating families.
“While_some_listeners_may
have_been_unable_to_give_at
previous _levels, _they _have
also_expressed_tremendous
appreciation for what WSMC
has done for them during this
time,” Kornblum said. “WSMC
has been a source of inspiration,_strength_and_hope_
during a time that many other
m e d i a _o u t l e t s _b o m b a rd e d
them with information that
created anxiety.”

VOTING

continued from page 1
for three to four weeks, her
ballot was nowhere to be seen.
She knew it was lost because
she had already received other
packages_her_parents_had
mailed two weeks after her dad
mailed her ballot.
“The_fact_that_I_potentially
almost didn’t vote was causing a
lot of stress for me,” Arroyo said.
“I was already having guilt for not
voting, and it wasn’t my fault.”
Arroyo’s ballot showed up back
at her parents’ home in Florida
two days before election day
with a “return to sender” sticker
on top. With the combined assistance of the polling office in her
county and her parents, Arroyo
was able to fax her signature to
the office and complete her ballot. Her dad dropped it off at an
official ballot drop site on Nov. 3

on his way to work.
Sophomore mass communication and fine art major Zoe
Kanas was unable to apply for
her absentee ballot from South
Carolina._A_few_days_before
the_absentee_voter_registration_ended,_Kanas_attempted
to apply, but she was unable to
print and mail her application in
time. Although she attempted
to call her county’s office twice,
no one picked up the phone.
When Kanas went home to
visit her family, she saw that
the line for in-person absentee
applications was so long that it
would have taken her more than
nine hours to apply. Because of
this, Kanas chose not to vote.
“I was only there for the weekend and was focused on spending time with my family,” Kanas
said. “I also planned on voting

As soon as
the post office
opened on
Monday, Nov. 2,
Gillard expedited
her ballot, and
it was received
on Nov. 3 at 3
p.m., four hours
before the polls
closed.
for Biden, but South Carolina is
very heavily Republican. I know
it’s such a common phrase to
say, ‘My vote won’t even count!’
In this case, though, I knew it
wouldn’t. My county stayed red
this election and has stayed red
in previous ones.”

Like Arroyo and Kanas, sophomore nursing major Lexi Gillard struggled with receiving her
ballot. Gillard, who is also registered to vote in South Carolina,
requested her absentee ballot
on Sept. 30, and she received an
email on Monday, Oct. 5, from
her county’s polling office saying it had arrived. Every day of
that week, she checked Thatcher
Hall’s front desk to see if they
had it.
Finally, Gillard went to the
nearest post office and discovered she had accidentally
put down Talge Hall’s mailing
address instead of Thatcher’s.
When she checked for her ballot
at Talge, she was told that any
girls’_mail_received_there_was
immediately_sent_to_Thatcher.
She checked again at Thatcher
and then at Thatcher South. No

one could find her ballot.
Gillard_said_she_had_made
this mistake before, but it had
never taken a package so long
to get to her. On Oct. 31, a dean
found_her_ballot_in_Thatcher
South._As_soon_as_the_post
office opened on Monday, Nov.
2, Gillard expedited her ballot,
and it was received on Nov. 3
at 3 p.m., four hours before
the polls closed. Since she had
requested another absentee
ballot from her county, she had
to void and send back her second ballot when it arrived on
Nov. 2 at 5 p.m.
Gillard says she is thankful the
deans were able to help her find
her ballot, but says she was frustrated that the confusion almost
cost her the chance to vote.
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LASER TAG
HIDE AND SEEK

Opposing players tag each other in an attempt to win the game. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Sheryl Kambuni, SA president, loads laser toy gun for the next round of players.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Joel Guerra runs past the bookshelves as he looks for other players to tag.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Team Acid gather together to strategize their game plan. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Issac Abraham aims laser toy gun at opposing team. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Aaron Hong, Brandon Park, Davis Carter and Daniel Im took home the $200 prize. Their team, Muddy
Soyboys, secured first place during this weekend's event. Photo by Joshua Perez.

Lucas Bueno hides during laser tag battle in a surprise attack to his opponents.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Jomari Villoso aims his laser gun at unseen player. Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Baker, Lamb, Johnson secure seats as Collegedale Commissioners
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
With_the_ballots_cast_and
counted,_the_three_incumbent Collegedale_Commissioners—Katie Lamb, Debbie Baker
and Tim Johnson—have been
voted back into office to serve
another four years on the Collegedale Commission.
According_to_the_Hamilton
County_Election_Commission,
the_unofficial_results_report
that Lamb received 1,739 votes,
Baker received 1,659 votes and
Johnson received 1,510 votes.
The_four_other_candidates
fell_short_of_receiving_the
votes needed to claim a commission seat.
Alexander_Brown_received

1,294 votes, Johnnie Hoskins
received_1,207,_Christopher
Twombley_received_1,184
and Matthew Sadler received
1,126 votes, according to the
Hamilton_County_unofficial
election results.
Commissioner_Lamb_and
Commissioner Baker said they
are looking forward to serving Collegedale for another
four years.
“I appreciate the citizens_of
Collegedale_voting_for_me_to
continue_serving_on_the_city
commission,”_Lamb_said._“It
is my goal to serve each one
to the best of my ability and
ensure Collegedale remains a

great place to live and raise a
family.”
Commissioner_Baker_also
expressed her gratitude for the
ability to serve again.
“I am very honored the citizens have put their trust in
me. I love our citizens and the
community in which we live,”
Baker said. “I will continue to
do all I can to represent the
needs [and] desires of everyone. Thank you for giving me
the opportunity to serve you.”
During his campaign, Commissioner Johnson had multiple projects he wanted to fulfill
if re-elected. Now that he is
re-elected, he looks forward to

bringing those projects to completion.
“I_am_thankful_that_the citizens of Collegedale trusted in
me and voted for my re-election,” Johnson said. “Many citizens stood in line for a couple
of hours to exercise their right
to vote, [for] which I am very
grateful. I am excited and looking forward to the next four
years and working with our
community.”
Commissioner_Johnson_said
he has already started conversations with city staff about the
Greenway extensions.
According to the City of Collegedale website, the five Col-

legedale commissioners elect
among themselves a mayor and
vice mayor to serve two-year
terms until the next election.
Once_the_votes_have_been
ratified_and_made_official,_
the_commissioners_will_then
elect the new mayor and vice
m a y o r. _T h e _ra t i f i c a t i o n _o f
votes usually takes_15_days_
from_Election Day. The voting
for Collegedale mayor and
vice mayor will be on Dec. 7,
according to Bridgett Raper,
strategist for the Small Cities_
Coalition_of_Hamilton County.

The three re-elected Collegedale Commissioners from left to right: Debbie Baker, Katie Lamb, and Tim Johnson.

SPORTS

Back so soon? COVID-19
forces NBA to modify next
season schedule
David Runnels II
Contributor
COVID-19 may have made
life difficult. But for the NBA,
quarantine ended up being a
temporary setback. The NBA
created a campus in Florida,
dubbed “The Bubble,” with
strict quarantine safeguards in
place to protect players. After
an eight-game season and a
full-length playoff, the Lakers
were crowned the NBA champions of the 2019-2020 season in
October, undoubtedly the latest (in terms of calendar) champions in NBA history.
Although the NBA season
worked out in the end, it left
a big question mark over how
the off-season would work.
Normally, the off-season would
begin after the conclusion of
the NBA Finals in June. But with
the delays due to COVID-19, all
normalcy has been shaken up.
The NBA Players Association
wanted a January 2021 start,
but NBA Commissioner Adam
Silver has insisted the league
would lose too much revenue if

With the new schedule and uncertainty
surrounding how
players’ bodies will
hold up with such a
short break between
seasons, the 20202021 NBA season
looks to be an uncertain but interesting
phenomenon.
it started too late and proposed
a Christmas week start. In fact,
reports have indicated that the
total amount of money lost by
a post-Christmas start would
be between $500 million and
$1 billion. The players compromised with the league and settled on a 72-game season with
training camp starting Dec. 1,
the season beginning on Dec.
22, and the last regular season
games ending on May 16. The
NBA Finals would then end no
later than July 22 to give time
for players to prepare for the

Tokyo Olympics.
While this arrangement may
help the NBA schedule get back
on track, not everyone is happy
with the new season timeline.
Lakers superstar LeBron James
took to Instagram to voice his
displeasure, posting a picture
from SportsCenter captioned
with a facepalm emoji that
showed the proposed 71-day
off-season as the shortest
off-season of any professional
sport ever.
As_a_player_entering_his
18th year in the NBA, LeBron
is understandably concerned
with the early start, as the mileage on his body could be taking
more of a toll as he ages. With
the_new_schedule_and_uncertainty_surrounding how players’ bodies will hold up with
such a short break between
seasons, the 2020-2021 NBA
season looks to be an uncertain
but interesting phenomenon.

NFL week 9: Big
wins and big losses
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
It was a very exciting week
in the NFL. Beginning with an
AFC South showdown, the Texans pulled out a close victory
against the Jaguars 27-25 with
a controversial touchdown call.
The Jaguars put up a very
good_fight_considering_they
had_an_inexperienced_Jake
Luton at the quarterback position. With arguably the best
game of the week, the Panthers nearly beat the defending_Superbowl_champion
Chiefs with an ending score of
33-31.
Keep your eyes on the Miami
Dolphins_who_surprisingly
have a 5-3 record, capitalizing
on a 34-31 win over the now
5-3 Cardinals.
In an NFC south beatdown
that almost no one expected,
the Saints put out the playbook
on Tom Brady. They showed
that when faced with a strong

defensive secondary, he struggles. His stats were 22/38, 209
pass yards, zero TDs, and three
INTs. It was his worst loss ever.
In a battered NFC east, the
Giants beat the Washington
Football Team 23-20 on a strong
defensive showing, ending with
an interception thrown by Alex
Smith. Will they stick with him,
or return to Dwayne Haskins?
Arguably, the biggest story
right now happens to be the
Cowboys in Steel City. The
Pittsburgh Steelers have never
gone 8-0 in franchise history.
Yes, the team with six Super
Bowl_rings._Although_they
had a very ugly win over the
depleted Cowboys, their star
safety Minkah Fitzpatrick provided a late-game interception
to preserve their undefeated
season. They head to Cincinnati to take on the Bengals
next.
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OPINION

The future of America after the election
The Biden presidency:
A win for America

An undefined and
uncertain future

Patrick Scriven
Contributor

Braden Knapp
Contributor

As president-elect Joe Biden
took the stage in Wilmington,
Delaware, Saturday night,
America witnessed the beginning of a new political era—a
reassuring sign that democracy is still intact.
With a Biden presidency
comes a long-awaited return
to decency, compassion and
truth—three qualities that, in
the past four years, have been
gutted from the soul of America.

Just when American democracy
was on the brink of
collapse, Joe Biden
pulled through and
saved it. So make no
mistake: This isn’t
just a win for Democrats. It is a win for
America.
It is difficult, if not impossible, to deny the fact that the
Trump administration has
adopted dangerous populist
tendencies that have no place
in American democracy. In his
four years in office, Trump has
demonstrated a blatant disregard for facts, undermined our
most cherished democratic
institutions and deliberately
stoked division and fear for
political gain.
Luckily, that stops now. We
can all finally return to an
America in which the president works for all Americans,
regardless of race, religion or
political affiliation—and does

so with dignity.
To those worried about a
surge of “radical leftist” policies (even though Biden is by
no stretch of the measure a
“radical leftist”), that is understandable. But let’s be clear:
This election was hardly about
policy. It was about a choice
between two distinct Americas: One marked by injustice
and division, the other marked
by unity and compassion.
Thankfully, 76 million people
prefer the latter.
The fact is, we can’t predict
the future. But what we can say
with certainty is that despite
what Trump and his Republican sycophants want you to
believe, the values we cherish
as a nation will be upheld in
Biden’s America.
Recall, for example, the
last presidential debate a few
weeks ago. The moderator
asked both candidates what
they would say on Inauguration Day to voters who did
not vote for them. While one
candidate delivered uplifting
remarks about unity, togetherness and American exceptionalism, the other crippled down
into his usual spiel of deflection, insults, and lies.
Just when American democracy was on the brink of collapse,
Joe Biden pulled through and
saved it. So make no mistake:
This isn’t just a win for Democrats. It is a win for America.

As it stands, former Vice President Joseph R. Biden, Jr., has been
elected as the 46th President of
the United States. And, along
with his nomination comes multiple historic milestones for the
presidency. Upon being inaugurated at the age of 78, Biden will
immediately become the oldest
sitting president our country
has ever had. Senator Kamala
Harris is set to become the first
woman vice president, an office
that has been dominated by
males since its inception nearly
230 years ago.
The Biden-Harris administration has secured the four years
in the White House; that is nearly
certain. But what this new leadership means for the American
people is much less defined. To
find answers to our uncertainty,
we must first look at President
Donald Trump and what his
administration has left America.
Trump’s 2016 presidential victory brought quite a change to
the White House. As a media
personality, real estate developer and business mogul,
Trump’s lack of political experience was not of importance
to his supporters, as many feel
he has brought back a voice to
the hardworking, patriotic middle-class Americans. Trump has
built a better nation for Americans, but only his voter base of
core conservatives will openly
admit this. For a president who
has the best intentions for the
United States, the more liberal
side of America has largely dismissed Trump’s actions and
rhetoric as being far too nation-

alist for the good of society.
This is what has brought us to
Biden, who is by and large a fan
favorite of the Democratic party.
Biden gained large support from
his party for being the “most
electable” person in a presidential bid against Trump. This plan
has left the Democrats successful in their fight for the Executive Branch, but Biden’s strategy
of not stepping on anybody’s
toes has left America with many
questions regarding definitive
policies that his administration
will seek to enact. His nearly half
century of public service does
not provide much insight either,
other than having largely proved
himself to be an “average Joe.”
Although there may be no
great dazzle or shine to Biden,
this is what the American people have voted for. In the midst
of a worldwide pandemic and
a country that is more divided
than ever, America has chosen a
candidate with a record of being
a steady, safe and level person.
And that is all Biden needs to be.
In four years, when Biden’s term
in office is complete, he does not
need to be remembered for anything other than holding the ship
steady. By doing so, Biden can
optimistically allow for the country to begin mending its fractures and healing its wounds of
division. So, regardless of political affiliation, let us put our trust
and support in our next president to continue the mission of
making America great again by
extending unity and harmony to
both sides of the isle.

RELIGION
Beyond words: How Jesus turns meaning into action
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
A m y _ k n e l t _ o n _ t h e _ h a rd wooden floor of the tiny church.
“Our_ Father,”_ the_ pastor
began to pray.
“How could God be like a
father? Is He like my Father?”
she wondered.
Unwanted_images_flooded
her_mind._Subconsciously,_she
felt the scars on her shoulders.
She remembered the fights and
broken green glass of the alcohol bottles spread all over the
kitchen floor. She remembered
hiding under her bed, but even
that couldn’t block the sound
of her mother’s screaming and

crying as her father beat her in
a drunken rage.
The next day after the hangover was mostly over, he would
be so nice. He would apologize
to all of them, promise to not
get drunk again and stop wasting their money at the liquor
store. But they were just words.
His promises were like the everchanging wind. It wouldn’t take
long for him to forget, and he
would come home drunk late at
night. The cycle would begin all
over again.
Could God be like that? If He
was, then she didn’t want any-

thing to do with Him. But how
could she really know what He
was like?
We live in a broken world.
The metaphorical mirrors that
reflected God are tainted and
cracked_by_the_sinful_world
we live in. For example, God is
love, but is that the love we may
have experienced? Could it be a
manipulative love? Could it be
neglect? Could it be just plain
words_without_any_actions?
Could it be more like a contract?
We’re not the first that have
wondered about God’s character. God knew that for humans

to truly know Him, they needed
more than just words. They
needed_more_than_imperfect
metaphors_of_a_perfect_God.
And, that’s the beauty of God.
He became more than words.
He came down to this earth to
show us who He really is. I love
how the apostle John phrases it.
“And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.”
John. 1:14 NKJV
In Jesus, we can see the perfection of God’s character.

Instead of just words about
God, Jesus actively came down
to this world to show us what
love means.
“He_is_the_image_of_the
invisible_God,” Col. 1:15 NKJV.
Because of Jesus, we don’t have
to look at imperfect metaphors
to define God’s character, but
we can see who God is.
So, don’t let imperfect people
point you away from a perfect
God. Look beyond the words to
the One who lived them.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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How to stop comparing yourself to others
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
It happens everyday. You
scroll through your feed and
double tap that one model’s new photo. In it they are
angled perfectly, the light
bouncing off every curve and
highlighting every feature.
“Wow,” you think. “I wish I
looked like that.”
And then you keep scrolling, trying to ignore that slight
weight in your chest for not
looking the same way that
they do.
Or maybe it’s less subtle.
Maybe you’re at the gym for
the first time in a few weeks,
and while you’re struggling
and sweating, you see someone lifting more weight with
more ease. Suddenly, you lose
all motivation to work out
and you remember why you
avoided the gym for so long.
Comparison: The act of
estimating the similarities
and differences between you
and another.
Most commonly, comparison
ends up being us looking at
the life of someone else, looking at our own lives and then
being down on ourselves for
not encompassing their same
look, energy or other trait we
personally find of value. We
do it with the clothes that we
wear. We do it with the grades
that we get. We do it with our
relationships with God. We
become insecure that we don’t
have the things that others do.
On the other hand, comparison is sometimes used to
fuel our own ego in a way that
tears down others. In order to
feel more secure ourselves,

we notice the traits of others
that we find value in and judge
them accordingly. By doing so,
we get the satisfaction of seeing ourselves as being, doing
or looking “better.” Sometimes,
it’s all three. Sometimes we do
this because we are attempting to validate ourselves. We
are ignoring the fact that there
is nothing wrong with the person we are comparing ourselves to. We are blanketing
our own insecurities. We are
saying, “I’m doing fine because
that person is doing worse.”
I’m guilty of both of these
forms of comparison. And for a
long time, I didn’t even realize
that I was doing it. And, when
I finally did become self-aware
of this toxic habit that I had, I
got even more frustrated. Why
can’t I stop doing it? How can
I help but compare myself to
other people? It felt so out of
my control.
As I write this, I still struggle with comparison. Even if I
know better than to do so, it
doesn’t make it any less difficult. Recognizing this habit
means asking yourself the real
and difficult questions. What is
it that I am attaching my value
to? What is it that I think I lack
that I think this person has?
Why do I want it so badly, to
the point where I look for any
flaw in them to make me feel
better about myself?
One of the biggest things
that helped me stop comparing myself to others was realizing the amount of energy
I poured into doing so. How
draining is it to constantly

put myself down for not looking like someone else? If they
are how I want to be, how is
comparing myself helping me
achieve this standard I have
set? Is this standard even realistic in the first place? Once I
recognized this, I was able to
re-channel and redirect that
same energy into actually taking action, and keep from sit-

ting in my own puddle of selfpity or envy.
What I have found is that I
have to intentionally choose a
different perspective regarding the way I view others.
I have to actively change
the narrative that my mind
attempts to default to. It is my
responsibility to ask myself
the difficult questions. I have

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

to remind myself that it is my
responsibility to change my
own toxic narratives, whether
they are diminishing the worth
of myself or others.
Call yourself out the next
time you find yourself comparing yourself to someone else,
and be gentle with yourself for
doing so in the first place. Let’s
do the hard work together.

#SAUlife
Patrick Scriven

Hannah Scalzo

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
Getting dressed to go online shopping. quarantine tings

Patrick McGraw @saintpatthicc
All southern students know is pedestrian bridge and kung fu tea

Gia Arroyo @giannimairie
sau’s wifi has been trash this week

pmanscriven Fall >>>> #SAUlife

hannahscalzo This jacket isn’t mine either
#SAUlife

Rence Arroyo @notrence
people who drive over 50 mph on those sketchy windy roads at night
give me the largest amounts of anxiety

Kevin Nathanael

Xander Ordinola

Joel Guerra @j8war
The @Southern_Accent waking up @notrence every morning for more
tweets to put in their social media section

Rence Arroyo @notrence
I’m clearly being used but frankly I’m just happy to be here

kevindarreln Dark Academia with a light touch
of pink. #SAUlife

Congratulations @knbautista!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Elise Deschamps

xander._o quick photo session with @_your_
bro_kyle always a lot of fun #SAUlife

Belisario Osejo

Kevin is leaving early for Thanksgiving break. Find him in this issue for a
chance to not win a

$0 Blockbuster
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
leeezie honestly. happy to be here. #SAUlife

crusanic “Be like a tree, and let the dead
leaves drop.” ~Rumi #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 11
63-75

Veteran’s Day
Step Forward
Online W21 Registration for returning
Freshmen < 24 hours, Soph., Jr., & Sr.

www.southern-accent.org
Thursday 12
52-73

Friday 13
48-72

Step Forward
Online W21 Registration for returning
Freshmen < 24 hours, Soph., Jr., & Sr.
Basketball Sign-Ups Begin
12:00 p.m. – SA Senate Surprise, Promenade
5:35 p.m. – Sunset
6:00 p.m. – School of Business Commissioning Service
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Joseph Khabbaz, Tent
7:30 p.m. – Pierson Weekend: Anthony
Wagener Smith, Thatcher Chapel
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow, Tent

Sunday 15
54-72

Step Forward
5:00 p.m. – International Thanksgiving
Potluck, Church South Atrium

Step Forward
Online W21 Registration for returning
Freshmen < 24 hours, Soph., Jr., & Sr.
11:00 a.m. – Senior Portraits, Sherrie Norton
Room
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations – Chief of
Police Brian Hickman: Q & A
1:00 p.m. – ACT Exam, Lynn Wood Hall

Saturday

14

Virtual Alumni Homecoming
57-70
Student Organizations Year End Party,
Various Times and Locations
9:00 a.m. – Connect, Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Church
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. – Pierson Weekend, Anthony
Wagener Smith, Thatcher Chapel
10:30 a.m. – Collegiate Sabbath School, Fellowship Hall
11:45 a.m. – Merge, mergeatsau.com & Live in
the Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Church
5:35 p.m. – Sunset
7:00 p.m. – Evensong, southern.edu/evensong

Monday 16
Tuesday 17
43-64

International Student Day
International Student Week
Online W21 Registration open for New/
Transfer students
8:00 p.m. – Chapel, Thatcher Chapel

All UG Incompletes due
43-64
International Student Week
Online W21 Registration open for New/Transfer students
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|11

Andrea Zacarias

Joel Lopez Villarreal

Amanda Blake

Saturday |14

Jaedyn Pond

Albert Diaz

Tricia Dalida

Karla Torres

Eduardo Resendez

Abby Dizon

Monday |16

Brianna Underwood

Jessica Huston

Maureen Abilla

Thursday |12

Shaleinah Inalvez

Isaac Fernandez

Joshua Cantos

Delaina Mangunsong

Lanea Hensel-Godwin

Zach Dale

Nayha Miller

Jordan Jablonski

Audrey Kramer

Genessa Sagala

Amber Largo

Angel Perez

Tyler States

Stephanie Velazquez

Alexie Pinilla

Sofie Svendsen

Tuesday |17

Elennie Ramirez

Grant Velbis

Dakota Cookenmaster

Jacqui Whitsett

Sunday |15

Daniella Hasel

Megan Yoshioka

Alijah Banks

Mike Page

Friday |13

Rachel Berry

Kyler Soper

Isabella Abugan

Tiffany Braithwaite

Kori Wilkens

Michael Black

Hayley Greer

Annah Okari

Jr. Latorre

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN SOCIAL WORK
Facilitate Positive Change
in People’s Lives

Southern’s Master of Social Work program
prepares you for excellent service and
leadership positions.
It works
Our evidence-based program equips you with effective
intervention tools.
It’s convenient
Classes meet all day Sunday, twice a month. With careful
planning, you can complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
master’s degree in ﬁve years!
You’ll be ready
Our approach is competency based. That means you get
hands-on skills and experience in social work practice while
you’re in school.
Master of Social Work
With a multi-disciplinary approach and a variety of
concentrations, an MSW from Southern prepares you to
serve a wide variety of people in need.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Enrollment projections high for
Winter
2021
winter despite continuous pandemic
semester
to follow
similiar
COVID-19
guidelines
as fall
semester
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
As_in-person_classes_have
come_to_an_end_for_this
semester,_Southern’s_administration_is_preparing_for_
the Winter 2021.
With the many changes presented_during_the_Fall_2020
semester and the rising cases
of_COVID-19_in_the_Hamilton_County_area,_Southern’s
administration and faculty are
considering what changes will
be made to Southern’s academic life.

According to
Negron, most
policies will
still be in place
with some that
are subject to
change.
“Things won’t be too different,”
said Vice President for Student
Development Dennis Negron.
According_to_Negron,_most
policies will still be in place with
some that are subject to change.
“Masks_will_be required and
residence life will be the same
as_well,”_Negron_said._“People will still have to do health
checks in the morning.”
See WINTER on page 2

Dylan Anderson walks across the promenade during the final week of in-person classes for the fall semester. Southern expects a high retention
rate for students coming back during the Winter 2021 semester. Photo by Ryan Pierce.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
As_published_in_a_previous
Southern Accent article, Southern’s enrollment projections for
returning students in the Fall
2020 semester were exceeded.
Despite the continuous COVID19_pandemic,_Southern’s
enrollment projections for both
returning and new students for
the Winter 2021 semester are
also high, and many students
who took only online classes
this fall are expected to attend
classes in-person next semester, according to Vice President
for Enrollment Management
Jason Merryman.
Retention Services Coordinator Cheri Durst said retention
rates_are_currently_at_an_alltime high at Southern with 91%
of_non-graduating_students
who attended in the Winter
2020 semester having returned

for the Fall 2020 semester. As
of Nov. 20, 80% of eligible students had already registered
for the Winter 2021 semester,
according to Durst. Out of the
422 students not yet registered,
about 70% have finance holds._
Durst_said_Student Finance
is working diligently to clear
those holds, and advisors are
currently reaching out to help.
She encourages students who
have not registered for next
semester to complete the
registration survey at https://
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
W21_to_inform_Southern_of
their future plans and request
assistance if necessary.
The_increase_in_Southern’s
retention_rates_amid_the
COVID-19 pandemic could have
been partly caused by the new
initiatives taken by Southern’s
Student Support Team in the
spring and summer, according

Soups, sandwiches, salads and
shakes to be served at Ooltewah
Whistle Stop on Main Street

Ooltowah Whistle Stop, located at 5503 Main Street, will have its grand opening this month. The historically
inspired restaurant will feature a variety of gourmet soups, salads, sandwiches and milkshakes.
Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Projected_to_open_by_the
beginning_of_December,_the
historically inspired Ooltewah
Whistle Stop will feature a variety of gourmet soups, salads
and_sandwiches,_as_well_as
giant_handcrafted_milkshakes

with several toppings. The new
venue will also include rental
space for events on the second
and third floors.
All_elements,_including the
tiles_and_booths_composing_the_exterior_and_interior
design of the building, will be

completely_custom_designed.
The second floor will include
vintage arcade games while the
roof will_feature_a_small_putting green, fireplace and boxwood_wall_with_a_pink_neon_
sign reading “Wet your Whistle!”
See Whistle Stop on page 2

As of Nov. 20,
80% of eligible students
had already
registered for
the Winter
2021 semester,
according to
Durst. Out of the
422 students not
yet registered,
about 70% have
finance holds.
to Durst. When students were
sent home in the spring, Student
Support contacted each student
to provide important campus
information and offer assistance
in a variety of ways. The team
also took unprecedented action
by reaching out to current stu-

dents over the summer.
“Having a connection to campus during the summer break
seemed to be helpful in reducing anxiety as students made
plans to return,” Durst said.
“Our greatest privilege was to
pray with students about their
specific situations.”
According to Durst, Student
Support_managers_will_be
offering_these_same_services
over_the_holiday_break to current students and those who
withdrew from Southern over
the past year.
“We_hope_to_maintain_or
increase the retention rate as
we invite students_who didn’t
return_due_to_COVID-19_to
re-join_our_campus_family,”
Durst said.
In_addition,_Southern_is
anticipating_a_higher_number
of new students starting next
See ENROLLMENT on page 2

Latin American Club
announces LAC Night
Gia Arroyo
Lead Reporter
Earlier_this_semester,_the
Latin_American_Club_(LAC)
announced the cancellation of
its events for the fall semester.
The club’s cultural event, LAC
Night, was then moved to Winter 2021.
This year’s LAC_Night theme
is_“Sabado_Gigante,”_uniting
the_generations._According
to_LAC_Night_Director_Marco
Swaisgood, the night centers
around_a_girl_who_initially
doesn’t_have_a_well_rounded
appreciation_for_her_heritage.
But as the night progresses, she
learns the importance of her culture with the help of her family.
“[Students] can expect live
singing, dancing and Miss Latinoamérica,”_Swaisgood_said,
“... as_well_as_a_pre-recorded
t e l e n ov e l a_s e g m e n t _a n d _a
fútbol_music_video_featuring
some of Southern’s own futsal
players as well as Latin Americans proud of their heritage.”
Sophomore_mass_communication-photography_major
Xander_Ordinola_is_in_charge
of the pre-recorded videos for

LAC Night._According_to_Ordinola, as of now, there are four
such recordings.

[Students] can
expect live singing, dancing
and Miss Latinoamérica...as well
as a pre-recorded
telenovela segment and a fútbol music video
featuring some
of Southern’s
own futsal players as well as
Latin Americans
proud of their
heritage.
“The main thing studentsc a n _ ex p e c t _ i s _ t h a t _ d u e _ t o
COVID policies the actors will
be_wearing_masks_in_scenes
See LAC NIGHT on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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NEWS
Whistle Stop

continued from page 1
“ T h i s _ i s _ a _ w h o l e _ ex p e r i ence,” said_Melissa_Cain, who
co-owns_the_business_with
her_husband,_Josh._“It’s_not
just the_food; it’s not just the
building. It’s the whole thing.
We designed everything from
scratch, so it’s not your typical
run of the mill restaurant — it’s
all in the custom details. Even
the_door_stops_in_the_bathrooms, the men’s rooms have
little brass lion heads on them.
It’s in every little detail.”
Liz Miller-Betack, who graduated from Southern with a BA
in Business Management, is a
friend of the restaurant owners and has played a significant role in the interior design
process. She is helping them
with choosing colors, tiles and
other details.
The_restaurant_has_been

When you picture a ‘Main
Street’ in a
downtown of a
small town, you
imagine all these
brick and mortar
buildings. We’d
love to see that
happen through
here.
in the works for a couple of
years, according to the Cains.
The couple has built Ooltewah
Whistle_Stop’s_building_from
the ground up using inspiration from the Ooltewah Depot
that used to stand a couple
hundred feet away from the
restaurant’s current location.
While the cafe is not an exact
copy of the historical building,
the flat iron shape of the building is inspired from the 1920s
to 1950s era and Ooltewah’s
train stop history.
In addition to tapping into
the local historical culture and
adding_a_new_niche_stop_to
Ooltewah_and_Collegedale’s
register_of_restaurants,_the
Cains_hope_to_help_revitalize
all of Main Street.
“When_you_picture_a_‘Main
Street’_in_a_downtown_of_a
small_town,_you_imagine_all
these brick and mortar buildings. We’d love to see that happen_through_here,”_Melissa
Cain said. “We are into making
old things really cool. We just
like to do that stuff for the
community, really getting the
community involved and reha_
bilitating the area.”

Corrections and
Clarifications
The_Southern_Accent_takes
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously. To fix errors or mis
information,_we_will_publish,
with some limited exceptions,
corrections_or_clarifications.
To report mistakes, email us at
accent@southern.edu_or reach
us_through_our_social_media
accounts.

Yechezkel Sisler shares experience as
a Chassidic Jew in an Adventist school

continued from page 1
According to Negron, masks
will be required in all in-person
classes,_buildings_and_common areas in the residence
halls._Additionally,_students
will still be required to report
any symptoms they experience
to the University Health Center
as an obligation outlined in the
Covenant of Care that every
student signed at the beginning of the fall semester.

Administrators
are looking into
the possibility of
ceasing contact
tracing people in
the classroom,
but they are still
waiting to get
approval from
the Tennessee
Department of
Health.

Junior finance major Yechezkel Sisler came to Southern with a full scholarship. As a Chassidic Jew he has
found it difficult adaptating to an Adventist school. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Ciarah Clark
Staff Writer
While_Southern_Adventist
University_is_a_Seventh-day
Adventist_institution,_several
students_do_not_identify_with
the Adventist belief system.
In a poll conducted on the
Accent’s_Instagram_account,
students_were_asked_if_they
considered_themselves_to_be
Seventh-day Adventist. Out of
416_responses,_38_students,
or 9%, said “no.” In a separate
poll, students were_asked if
they_considered_themselves
to_be_Christian._Out_of_410
responses, 16 students, or 4%,
said “no.”
One_non-Adventist_student,
junior_finance_major_Yechezkel_Sisler,_is_a_Chassidic_Jew.
He was raised in an Adventist
home, but converted to Judaism when he was 21.
Sisler_decided_to_attend
Southern because he received
a full scholarship, but his differing beliefs have led to some
obstacles in his experience on
campus.
“In_some_ways,_you_know,
people_are_friendly,”_Sisler
said. “In others…I don’t feel as
welcome [at Southern].”
One_area Sisler has struggled with is meeting the worship credit requirement in past
semesters._Since_his_beliefs

prohibit him from entering a
non-Jewish_place_of_worship,
he is unable to attend vespers
and other such events.
“I_made_several_attempts
in order to solve the worship
credits_problem_to_see_if_I
could lead a few small groups,
and I’ve been barred from
that,” Sisler said.

I made several attempts in
order to solve
the worship
credits problem
to see if I could
lead a few small
groups, and I’ve
been barred from
that.
According to Student Development Vice President Dennis
Negron,_students_of_different religions can get worship
credits for attending religious
m e e t i n g s _ i n _ t h e i r _ c h u rc h ,
mosque or synagogue.
“Basically,_what_we_have
always required is that someone from the institution that
[the_student]_is_attending
confirms_their_attendance,”
Negron said. “We try to make

sure_that_we_work_with_our
brothers and sisters of other
faith denominations.”
Sisler_also_mentioned other
areas_of_difficulty,_such_as
expressing different views in
his religion classes.
Even living on campus has
presented some challenges.
“I can’t leave my room [on
the Sabbath] because I can’t
use electronics, and you know,
the lock is electronic,” Sisler
said. “Anytime I want to cook,
I have to kosher the surface
that I cook on, which always
adds time. Like, for example,
the_oven — I’ll turn it on for
two hours, do_homework_in
the same room, and then do
my baking.”
Another setback for Sisler is
Southern’s_location; the nearest Jewish synagogue is 25-30
minutes_from_campus._And,
since_none of his friends_at
Southern share his beliefs, he
is unable to take part in many
Jewish,_community-oriented
customs.
Despite all these challenges,
Sisler_has_had_positive_experiences_at_Southern,_such_as
being_able_to_keep_the_Sabbath_and_feast_days_and_not
worrying_about_exams_being
scheduled on Saturdays.

In contrast to last semester, however, students coming
from outside the country will
not be required to quarantine
once they arrive on campus
since this step is no longer
required by the CDC.
“Because_there_is_an_incubation_period,_you_can_test
negative today and be positive
tomorrow,”_Negron_said._“[To
test_and_quarantine_people
upon their arrival] would be a
waste of time.”
Classes_will_remain_in-person or at the discretion of each
professor. Students can appeal
to_take_courses_online,_and
class capacity will also remain
the same.
“There has not been one student who has gotten COVID in
the classroom,” Negron said.
Due to this reason, administrators are looking into the
possibility of ceasing contact
tracing in the classroom, but
they are still waiting to get
approval from the Tennessee
Department of Health.
As of Nov. 23, the only thing
subject to change is the attendance_policy._Since_worship
credits_are_directly_related_to
the_attendance_policy,_any
changes_to_the_current worship credit policy will depend
on changes made to the current attendance policy, according to Negron.
“There is a faculty task force
that_is_assigned_to_make_a
report on [attendance policy]
so all faculty can vote on what
to do,” Negron said.

ENROLLMENT
continued from page 1

semester,_which_Merryman
called “remarkable.” According
to Merryman, the number of
new freshmen currently registered_for_next_semester_is
about the same as the number
registered at this time last year,
and the number of students
transferring to Southern from

Southern Accent
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readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

WINTER

other colleges next semester is
almost three times higher than
the number Southern gained in
the Winter 2020 semester.
Merryman added that the
number_of_students_taking
in-person classes next semester is also expected to be
greater than the number that
did so this fall. In a survey of
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NEWS
A letter of encouragement
to the student body
Sheryl Kambuni
Contributor
With the fear of being sent
home before the end of the
semester_now_gone,_I_hope
you_have_been_able_to_relax
and have some much needed,
well_overdue_self-care_time.
We did it! The end is in sight.

I said at the
beginning of
the semester
that it would
take a village to
get through the
year, and I would
like to commend
each of you for
staying strong.
This_semester_was_overwhelming_for_many_reasons.
As sad as I am to say it, the
upcoming semester may not
be any better. But now is not
the time to give up! I said at
the beginning of the semester
that it would takes a village
to get through the year, and I
would like to commend each of
you for staying strong. Come

January, we will say goodbye
to family, dust off our masks
and return to campus to power
through another semester.
As a Student Association, we
are looking forward to welcoming you back on Jan. 19. Having
learned from this semester’s
challenges, we will be ready to
support you through the winter semester.
The_Bible_reminds_us_that
“God did not bring us this far
to_leave_us.”_In_Philippians
1:6,_it_says,_“Being_confident
of this,_that_he_who began a
good_work in you will carry it
on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus.” The same God
who helped us this far will continue to be with us.
Enjoy your break and see
you in 2021! If you have any
questions,_concerns_or_suggestions,_please_email_me_at
sherylk@southern.edu!
Yours truly,
Sheryl Kambuni, SA President

Promotional poster for LAC Night. This year's theme is "Sabado Gigante," named after the Latin American
popular TV show. Illustration courtesy of Xander Ordinola.

LAC NIGHT

continued from page 1
that wouldn’t normally make
sense for the story,” Ordinola
said. “I do feel like we will have
everything done and to the
best of our ability despite all
the chaos.”
Aside_from_the_show,_food
is usually the highlight of LAC
Night._The food this year will

be prepackaged and served in
small to-go boxes handed out
at the end of the event for people to take with them after the
show has ended, according to
Swaisgood.
Following Southern's COVID19 guidelines, there will be
two live shows in Iles Gym. The
events will be back-to-back in

order to maximize the number
of people that get to watch the
live performances, according
to Swaisgood.
For_more_information_and
upcoming_announcements,
follow_LAC_on_instagram_@
sau_lac.

SA elections pushed back a week
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter

Sheryl Kambuni, SA President. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Elections for Southern’s Student_Association_will_be_held
next semester, but the dates
have been moved back a week.
This change in schedule also
affects related events such as
the candidate’s speeches.
Dennis_Negron,_vice_president_for_Student_Development, is one of the administrators in charge of making sure
the_elections_run_smoothly.
He said there are two main
reasons_the_elections_were
pushed_back,_one_of_them
being the inability to keep up
election awareness.
“I was afraid [of] having students at home and not having
all_of_this_in_front_of_them,”
Negron said. “... Every medium
that we use, we try to bombard

them with, ‘Hey, it’s election
season coming up. Are you still
thinking about it?’”
The_other_reason_for_the
change_is_the_additional
week of Winter Break, which
would’ve caused the elections
and campaigns to occur during
the first few weeks of school.
“That means there would be
even one less week for students
to apply, get their [candidate]
applications in, and then actually start getting a campaign
going,” Negron said. “So we figured, because we couldn’t promote it, and because students
would have one less week to
actually get their campaigns
together, it was wise to postpone the elections.”
The new timeline starts with

the_deadline_for_applications
on Feb. 11, with final vetting of
candidates occurring on Feb.
15. All candidates that have
been vetted will go through
orientation_on_Feb._16,_and
the_election_speeches_will
happen_during_convocation
on Feb. 18. The press conference will occur on Feb. 23,
right before the elections on
Feb. 25.
Negron said to be vetted,
there are three requirements
that must be met to qualify.
“We’d look at GPA, length
of time that they’ve been at
Southern (at least one semester), and citizenship (student
conduct),” Negron said.

COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Christina Clark installed as new president of the
Tennessee Recreation and Parks Association
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
The City of Collegedale Parks
and_Recreation_announced
on Nov. 19 via Facebook that
Christina_Clark,_recreation
program specialist, would be
installed as the 2020-2021 Tennessee Recreation and Parks
Association (TRPA) President.
According_to_the_website,
TRPA_is_a_nonprofit_profess i o n a l _ s o c i e t y _ o f _ a p p rox i mately_800_individuals_and
agency_members._Organized
in_1952,_the_organization
exists to strengthen and unite
those committed to the benefits of parks and recreation.
TRPA offers workshops, roundtables, training and an annual
conference_with_educational
sessions for Continuing Education Units that certified professionals need to maintain their
certification.
Clark said she joined the City
of Collegedale Parks and Recreation department in August
2020 as a recreation program
specialist, a position through
which_she_creates_and_provides programs, activities and
events_for_the_Collegedale
community.
As_president,_Clark_will_be

responsible_for_chairing_all
exe c u t i v e _ b o a rd _ m e e t i n g s
as_a_voting_member,_chairing_all_association_membership_meetings, appointing all
chairpersons for committees,
preparing_messages_for_the
magazine, acting as a liaison
between the executive board
and_executive_director_and
hosting an assembly for board
training and association goal
setting, Clark said.

Clark began
her term as TRPA
president on
Nov. 19 and will
continue in the
position until
she passes the
gavel to the next
president-elect
at the organization's annual
conference in fall
2021.
A part of Clark’s main goals
is to continue the 21 by 21
Initiative which is to have 21

professions certified by the
2021 National Recreation and
Park Association conference in
Nashville.
“[I want to bring] my attention_to_Tennessee_Recreation
and_Parks_Educational_Foundation_(TRPEF),_which_helps
provide_scholarships_for_our
professionals_and_students
majoring in our field of work,
and_to_streamline_how_we
build and offer our workshops
and conferences,” Clark said.
According to an article_written_by_Aaron_Browning,_the
TRPEF joined TRPA’s 21 by 21
Initiative by providing scholarships to interested individuals
that_would_cover_the_testing
fee. In 2020, 11 parks and recreation professionals received
scholarships_towards_their
Certified Parks and Recreation
Professional certification.
Clark_began_her_term_as
TRPA president on Nov. 19 and
will_continue_in_the_position
until she passes the gavel to
the next president-elect at the
organization's_annual_conference in fall 2021.
Christina Clark. Photo courtesy of Collegedale P&R.
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NFL Football 2020: A season of thanksgiving
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
Thanksgiving Day in the NFL
can be seen as a reflection of
the world we live in. Football
has_been_played_on_Thanksgiving_Day_since_1934_when
the Detroit Lions took on the
Chicago_Bears._Since_then,
games have been played on
Thanksgiving Day as an American and NFL tradition. Families gather for food and then
recline to the sound of football
on their television.
In_recent_years,_the_NFL
upped the schedule for Thanksgiving._They ’ve_had_a_12:30
p.m. game, a 4:30 p.m. game
and an 8:30 p.m. game to cap
it all off. That’s what a normal
Thanksgiving schedule looked
like for the NFL in a normal season. This season, however, is
anything but normal.

The_United_States_and_the
world_find_themselves_kneedeep_in_the_COVID-19_pandemic._Cases_continue_to
skyrocket across the country
and within the NFL. In such a
strange season, this Thanksgiving represented exactly where
we find ourselves.
The NFL normally holds three
games,_and this season only
two were played. The Baltimore
Ravens_had_several_positive
tests, resulting in moving their
game_with_the_undefeated
Pittsburgh Steelers to Sunday
night, Nov. 29. That has been
postponed_even_further_to
Tuesday night, Dec. 1.
On Nov. 23, running backs
J.K. Dobbins and Mark Ingram
tested positive and linebacker
Pernell McPhee the next day.

Newly acquired Calais Campbell was added to the reserve/
COVID-19 list after that. That
was shortly followed by center
Matt Skura and center Patrick
Mekari. On Thursday, the initial game day, 2019 MVP Lamar
Jackson became the latest to
test positive.
The reason Thanksgiving Day
in the NFL represents a microcosm of where the world is
right now is for one simple reason: This is not over. The virus
is not done, despite how done
we are with it. And while it is
still running rampant, even in
the NFL, we are still smarter
than we were in the beginning.
The fact that the NFL was able
to have two games on Thanksgiving Day and has been largely
able to postpone and schedule

accordingly to limit and alleviate outbreaks marks a stark
difference from March when all
sports (football was already in
the offseason) ground to a halt.
S p o r t s _ c a n _ h a p p e n _ n ow
because of what we’ve learned
and_the_commitments_made
for_the_safety_of_the_players
and personnel. MLB, NHL, NBA
and (to a lesser extent) the NFL
have accommodated for the
virus and made changes to try
and keep the league(s) going.
The world is not in the same
place that it was in the_beginning of 2020, and sports represents the clearest illustration
of that.
Fans across the country have
lots_of_things_to_be_thankful
for: Steelers fans are certainly
thankful to be 10-0, and Jets

fans might be thankful to be
the odds-on favorite for Trevor
Lawrence in the 2021 draft.
Titans fans are thankful the
NFL rules allowed them to win
in overtime without giving the
ball back to Jackson and the
Ravens. Washington Football
Team fans are thankful to be
on top of a historically bad division. The list goes on.
But everyone, whether you’re
a Cowboys fan or a Chiefs fan,
has_one_thing_to_be_thankful for: We can watch football
every_weekend._Before_the
pandemic,_that_was_probably
something_that_was_largely
taken for granted. Now, we can
add that to the list of things
we’re truly thankful for.

On Thanksgiving Day, the Detriot Lions faced off against the Houston Texans, and the Washington Football Team faced off against the Dallas Cowboys.

RELIGION
‘Surrendering your plans to God’: Learning from the
faith of Mary
Lucas Bueno
Contributor
Hebrews 11, known as the
“Faith Chapter,” is one of the
most famous chapters in the
Bible. In it, Paul gives examples
of people of faith ranging from
Abel to Rahab, after which Paul
writes that he doesn’t have any
more time to continue. There
are so many characters in the
Bible that could be included
in Hebrews 11. Have you ever
thought of which Bible character you would choose?
Among many incredible options from the Bible, I would
choose Mary, the mother of
Jesus. Let’s delve into Scripture
to discover her faith.

Beginning in Luke 1:26,
the story of Mary’s calling is
recorded. God sent His archangel Gabriel to bring a special
message to a young virgin girl
of Nazareth who was engaged
to the carpenter Joseph.
“The angel went to her and
said, ‘Greetings, you who are
highly favored! The Lord is with
you. …Do not be afraid, Mary;
you have found favor with God.
You will conceive and give birth
to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give
him the throne of his father

David, and he will reign over
Jacob’s descendants forever;
his kingdom will never end.’”
(Luke 1:28, 31-33)
Mary responded, puzzled by
the idea of her, a virgin, having
a son. But the angel responded
gently, telling her of the miracle that was to occur.
The Bible does not give us a
description of Mary’s faith in
God. However, her response
to God’s calling couldn’t more
accurately portray her faith.
“‘I am the Lord’s servant,’
Mary answered. ‘May your word
to me be fulfilled.’”(Luke 1:38)
Mary’s words echo those

of Samuel, when he received
his calling: “…’Speak, for your
servant is listening,’” (1 Samuel 3:10) and those of Isaiah,
“…’Here am I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8). Her words are those of
complete surrender to the will
and plan of God.
I don’t know if you have
received your calling yet, but
I do know that God has a plan
for each and every one of you,
just as Jeremiah 29:11 says.
Therefore, the words of Mary,
and likewise those of Samuel
and Isaiah, can be yours. Each
day you can surrender your
life, your plans and your future

to God. The peace and heavenly assurance that comes with
complete and wholehearted
surrender to God is absolutely
beautiful and amazing.
As this Christmas season
arrives, I encourage you to
read the story of the birth of
Jesus and be inspired by the
faith and surrender of Mary
as she was called to raise the
Savior of the world. Don’t be
discouraged by anything. With
the help of the Holy Spirit, surrender yourselves to God and
behold the amazing plans He
has made just for you.

For more related news visit our website at southern-accent.org
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A survival guide to being home: A message for
those who can’t wait for winter break to end
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
While for some winter break
is a time to feel rejuvenated
and refreshed after_a difficult
semester, for others it is the
complete_opposite. Not everyone_has_a_great_relationship
with their family. Not everyone
can retreat to his or her home.
Extended breaks from school
can actually be an incredibly
testing and difficult time period.
So here are some truths for
those of you reading this who
find yourselves achingly waiting
to return to your dorm room.
You are not alone, and it is
normal to want to be in the
environment_you_feel_most
comfortable in.
Often, life at college is drastically different from life separate
from college. It’s going to feel
different because it IS different.
You’re allowed to miss the
freedom that being at college brings. If you’re feeling
restricted at home, find comfort
in the fact that you will return to
that freedom soon.
Your worth is NOT attached
to_your_family_or_community
member’s opinions of you.
Your home life or living situation is going to look different from everyone else’s, and
that’s okay.
You will make it through this
season, even if it seems more
difficult and stressful for you
than for some of your friends.
Sometimes things feel so out
of your control that it is hard to
get out of your own head. I’m
not going to lie, it takes actual
work and action to change your

perspective and feelings about
being away from school.
Here are a few ways that you
can regain that feeling of control:
1. Allow yourself a moment
every day to relax. Even if it
is just for a few minutes, find
two to three things that you’re
grateful to have. This could be
as simple as the roof over your
head, your best friend or dry
clothes to wear.
2. Remind yourself of what
makes you strong. Write down
a_few_positive_truths_about
yourself that are independent
from your environment or situation._Reminding_yourself
of your individuality can help
you feel more grounded if you
are overwhelmed.
3. Change the environment
you are in. If possible, get out
of_the_house_(responsibly!).
Weather_permitting,_go_for
a walk through nature. Grab
your mask and hand sanitizer
and read a book at a local cafe.
If you are able, you can even
make arrangements to live with
friends for a period of time.
Life_will_always_force_us_to
adjust to whatever situation we
find ourselves in. The transitions
aren’t always seamless, and the
changes are almost never comfortable. The most we can do
is be gentle with ourselves and
extend grace to those around
us as we figure out how to live
as well as possible. At the end
of the day, we’ll all be back on
campus sooner than we know,
and it’ll be waiting for all of us
with open arms.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter

For a chance to be featured use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

#SAUlife
Amy Dias-Nogueira

Anna Cousins

Aubri Dancek @aubs_dancek
I have absolutely no idea when the due dates for my projects
are…but I have a sneaky suspicion that they’re due on Monday
but that’s tomorrow’s problem. Goodnight :)

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
I’m not convinced I know how to drive other vehicles other
than my own

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
not me coming up with mask related hallmark movies. i gotta
go
amy_karolyne #SAUlife

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra

Joslen Veloz

cousins_anna “Use your smile to change the world;
don’t let the world change your smile” #SAUlife

Nathan Ray

you’re either attractive or your favorite show is the office

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
Good morning to my FBI agent. Hope you enjoy seeing me
laugh at dumb tik toks.

Luis Moreno @realluism
Because of the amount of food I ate this week, I will need at least
1-2 weeks of heavy working out before I will show my face in
public. Thank you for your patience during these difficult times.

joslenlache Coming In Hot #SAUlife

Taylor Dean

tayrrenee cozy #SAUlife

nathan.ray clearing the fog. #SAUlife

Marcus Abejar

marccoustic Creativity from the Streets #SAUlife
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Enrichment Drop in academic performance during Fall 2020
credits return semester leads to revised class attendance policy
with reduced
requirements
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
On Jan. 12, 2021, an email was
sent-to-the-Southern-student
body announcing the return of
enrichment_credits_and_other
updates_for_the_Winter_2021
semester._The_email_explained
how_“student_participation_in
spiritual,_cultural,_and_educational programming outside the
classroom is an important part
of having a well rounded experience at Southern,” hence the creation of a modified enrichment
credit program.

Student
participation
in spiritual,
cultural, and
educational
programming
outside the
classroom is
an important
part of having
a well rounded
experience at
Southern.
“I think it’s good that [they]
have returned,” said sophomore
nursing major Siosiua Telefoni.
“Tons of students come to this
school for [the] spiritual experience._Without_the_enrichment
credits,_Southern_wouldn’t_be
doing their job of fulfilling that
experience."
Due-to-COVID-19,-updates
to the enrichment credit policy
have been put in place, according to the email. These includes
See CREDITS on page 2

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
In a live Zoom session conducted_on_Jan.14,_President
David Smith and other administrators at Southern Adventist
University addressed students’
questions_about_the_upcoming_winter_semester._While
responding to a question concerning_the_administration's
revised_academic_attendance
policy, discussed in a previous
Accent article, multiple administrators revealed that overall
student academic performance
last semester was significantly
worse than normal.
"In the Zoom session, Senior
Vice_President_for_Academic
Administration_Robert_Young
explained that a large number
of students chose not to attend
class_last_semester_because
the attendance policy did not
allow grades to be tied to atten-

dance. Associate Vice President
for_Academic_Administration
Dionne Felix followed by saying_that_about_188_students
became_eligible_for_academic
dismissal, and in her time working at Southern, she had never
seen such a high number of students do so.
“And this was not all because
of illness,” Felix said in the video.
“I do believe this was directly
linked to either absences from
classes or disengagement from
classes.”
Smith said the students' academic performance, particularly
among freshmen, was far worse
than normal last semester.
“We’re here for your success,”
Smith_said._“That’s_why_we’re
here. And we want you to do
well. And it’s evident already that
not being in class, trying to con-

We’re here for
your success. ...
We want you to
do well. And it’s
evident already
that not being
in class, trying
to connect
virtually, does
not result in a
better academic
performance. In
fact, quite the
opposite.
nect virtually, does not result in
a better academic performance.
In fact, quite the opposite.”
In a recent poll of 362 people conducted on the Accent’s

Instagram account, 40% of the
respondents said their academic
performance last semester was
worse than their performance
previous_semesters._When
asked why this occurred, students listed various reasons
related to COVID-19, school policies and mental health.
Sophomore_biology_major
Kaitlyn_Williams_said_she
felt_burned_out_last_semester_because_students_did_not
receive a midterm break.
“I_believe_that_if_we_were
given_a_break,_my_academic
performance would have been
so much better,” Williams said.
“I believe not having breaks also
negatively affects students’ psychological and mental health.”
Junior mass communication
See ACADEMIC on page 3

School of Journalism and Communication LAC Night postponed
to acquire a new television studio set

due to COVID-19:
What that means for
other campus events

Taylor Dean
News Editor

The old SJC TV Studio set was removed and donated to Heritage Academy during the break. The completion
date for the new TV studio is still to be detertmined. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter
The_School_of_Journalism
and Communication (SJC) will
acquire a new television studio
after donating its previous studio set to Heritage Academy.
According to Stephen Ruf, an
associate professor in the SJC,
the previous set was donated
to the SJC by television station
WRCB about 20 years ago and
has not been remodeled since.
In light of the need for renovations,_the SJC planned on
removing the set and throwing it

away. However, SJC Dean Rachel
Williams-Smith opted to donate
the set to Heritage Academy, a
Seventh-day Adventist academy
located in Monterey, Tennessee.
Heritage Academy has a small
student-led_video_production
program through which it presents weekly news reports about
its campus.
“Even though it’s old, there is
some use that can be given to
it,” Ruf said of the studio set.
“And it makes us feel good that
someone else will still be able to

make use of this set.”
According_to_Ruf,_The_SJC_is
currently_finalizing_the_design
of_the_new_TV_studio_setup,
which_will_give_students_more
flexibility for academic and program productions.
In addition to the set, the
flooring_in_the_studio_will_be
replaced. The project has been
approved_by_Marty_Hamilton,
associate_vice-president_for
Financial Administration.
According to Ruf, the previSee TV STUDIO on page 3

Originally scheduled to take
place on Jan. 23, Southern’s Latin
American Club (LAC) has now
postponed its annual LAC Night
show to Feb. 13. The change
in date came after Tennessee
Gov. Bill Lee announced new
state COVID-19 guidelines due
to a holiday surge, according to
Director of Student Life & Activities Kari Shultz.
“There was a state mandate
that said no more than 10 people could gather together until
midnight on January 19,” Shultz
said. “Without knowing what
would happen after that, we
just decided to move the date
further out so that LAC would
have a bit more time to continue to plan, and hopefully the
numbers of people in the gathering will be larger.”
After_receiving_advice_from
administration, LAC Night director and senior biomedical and
international_studies_major
Marco Swaisgood said the club
leaders decided it would be best
to postpone the event, being
that the show would not be fea-

sible with the new 10-person
limit. He said that while the postponed date was unexpected, the
extra time to plan has been a
blessing.
“It would have been very
stressful trying to grind everything out the first week that people are starting to settle back in,”
Swaisgood said. “We have more
time now to smooth everything
out and really make sure we can
put on the best night possible.”
Before_the_new_year,_Gov.
Lee announced that he would
be signing an order that would
limit indoor public gatherings
to 10 people, according to a
statewide_address_that_was
streamed on Dec. 20.
“We are in a global pandemic
that’s been crippling our country
for months, and now Tennessee
is ground zero for a surge in sickness,” Lee said in the address. “...
We know that it is gatherings
that have caused this surge. That
is why we are making these decisions around gatherings that will
help us blunt the rise in cases.”
However, these new guideSee LAC NIGHT on page 2
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Southern LaunchU: What you need to know
updates
COVID-19
policies for
the new
semester
Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
As the Winter 2021 semester
begins on Southern’s campus, a
lot of attention has been placed
on current COVID-19 campus
policies._Students_returned
to classes on Jan. 19, after a
modified schedule pushed the
semester start date back by a
week to provide more time for
students_to_be_contained_at
home before returning.
As an incentive for students
and employees to get tested
for the coronavirus, Southern
offered $50 gift cards for use at
the Village Market. The gift cards
were given to those who could
provide proof of a COVID-19 test
or a vaccination certificate. The
intent of the incentive was to
better assure illness precaution
on campus and keep infection
rates as low as possible.
A c c o rd i n g _ t o _ S o u t h e r n ’s
COVID-19 dashboard, cases on
campus are at an all-time high,
with 24 students and one faculty member infected with the
coronavirus as of Jan. 25. The
isolation_policy_has_remained
the same from the fall semester,
but updates have been_made
to the 14-day quarantine policy.
The_official_COVID-19_policies
and procedures document now
states: “The default quarantine
period is 14 days from the time
of exposure. However, COVID-19
exposures who continue to show
no symptoms will be given the
option to test seven to nine days
from when they were exposed
and if negative, shorten their
quarantine period to 10 days.”
W h i l e _c a s e s _i n _H a m i l t o n
County have decreased by 36%
in the past two weeks, there is
still the stress of the annual flu
season._According_to_the_Centers for Disease Control (CDC), “A
flu vaccine this season can also
help reduce the burden on our
healthcare_systems_responding
to the COVID-19 pandemic and
save medical resources for care
of COVID-19 patients.”
The CDC also recommended
that anyone with symptoms of
illness get tested for COVID-19,
because_many_of_the_symptoms of the flu and COVID-19
are similar, and it may be hard
to differentiate. In the Q and A
with_president_David_Smith,_it
was_announced_that_all_students,_regardless_of_insurance,
could be tested at the University
Health Center.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_
corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_
at_accent@southern.edu_or_
reach_us_through_our_social_
media accounts.

Isaac Fernandez, '20, holds $5,000 check after winning last year's LaunchU competition. The deadline to apply
for this year's LaunchU competition is on Jan. 31. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
The deadline for the LaunchU
competition,-an-event-hosted
by-Enactus’_Bring_It-Chatt,-has
been-extended to Jan. 31. LaunchU_involves_students_pitching
their business ideas to a panel of
judges and competing to win up
to $5,000 to help with their proposed projects.
Enactus-President-Ashley
Blake, a senior accounting major,
said_the_goal_of_Bring_It_is_to
help_student_entrepreneurs_on
campus, which is why the group
started-LaunchU-with-funding
from COLAB Inc., a company that
works with entrepreneurs.
“A lot of people think that you
have to actually have a business to
pitch for this, but you really don't,”
Blake said. “You can literally apply
with just an idea that you have.
But I will say that once you apply,
you have to put a pitch together
— you have to kind of get a business plan. Otherwise, you're not
going to be able to present.”

LaunchU
is a perfect
opportunity to
help students who
have an idea build
on that idea
and implement
that idea in
today's business
world.
“Any_judges_we_have,_I_think
they're_going_to_have_to_be
virtual,”_Blake_said._“I'm_sure
the audience will be down; so if
anything, it might be less nerve
racking for the presenters since
there'll be less people.
Business management major
Dylan Anderson, who is also the
project head of Bring It, describes

himself as a passionate advocate
of entrepreneurship who is very
excited about LaunchU.
“LaunchU is a perfect opportunity to help students who
have an idea build on that idea
and implement that idea in
today's business world — making sure that it's relevant and
that it's realistic,” Anderson
said. “And they have mentors
who can help them come up
with feasibility analysis and
SWOT analysis and everything.”
With the signup deadline on
Jan. 31, the main LaunchU event
will take place on March 9, with
workshops and preparation happening in between the two dates
to help prepare the contestants.
“I love hearing people talk
about their business, so I'm really
excited to see what the students
will come up with this year,”
Anderson said.

continued from page 1
lines will not change any other
event that is scheduled on
Southern’s Winter 2021 semester calendar, according to Shultz.
As for classroom capacity
numbers, Vice President for
Advancement Carolyn Hamilton
said that classroom guidelines
will remain as they are since
Southern’s contact tracing hasn’t
generally led back to the classroom setting.
“The classroom setting has
not been where our on campus transmissions are generally
occurring,” Hamilton said. “It’s
students riding in cars together
where the air is trapped. And,
generally, they're not wearing
masks during that time. Some
[students] contract it from family
members, others from doing the
things we normally do — shopping, eating out and hanging out
together, unmasked, generally.”
According to Hamilton, to
maintain an enriching and
engaging social environment on
campus, the university has been
focusing on how they can have
events safely rather than not
doing anything at all.
“I think our goal at Southern is
just how can we do the things we
want to do and do them safely,”
Hamilton said. “It’s not so much
that we’re not doing anything.
We still have to be a community.
But we just have to do things a
little differently.”
If COVID-19 guidelines continue to change, and LAC Night
cannot happen on Feb. 13,
Swaisgood said he would like
to record the show in full and
release it for people to watch
and enjoy with small groups of
friends and family.
“Regardless of what happens,
I’m so thankful for the support
of my fellow LAC officers and for
the time and dedication put in by
everyone else involved,” Swaisgood said.

Petitioning Reduction
of Credits
ThevStudentvDevelopment
website elaborates more on circumstances that might necessitate reductions of credits. However, students must fill out an
application for a reduction if the
below reseasonings apply; but
petitioning does not guarantee
approval.
1) vBeing a commuter student
who has no classes on Thursday
2) vAttending nursing clinicals
during the Convocation hour
3)vWorking as a nurse whose
shiftvisvscheduledvduringvthe
Convocation hour or Friday night
4) vWorking an on-campus job
that cannot close during Convocation or Vespers

CREDITS

continued from page 1
a-reduction-in-the-number-of
credits-needed,-no-mandatory-in-person-attendance-required-and-elimination-of-“cultural-credits.”
According-to-an-email-sent-by

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Blake added that things will
be a bit different this year due to
COVID-19.

LAC NIGHT

Vice-President-for-Spiritual-Life
and-Chaplain-Joseph-Khabbaz,
an-online-attendance-option-is
available-for-students-who-do
not-feel-comfortable-attending
in-person.-Streamed-over-Zoom,
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continued from page 1
major-Josue-Vega-said COVID19 added weight and anxiety
to the already stressful environment of school. He listed filling
out-the-daily-survey,-obtaining
wristbands,-wearing-masks
and socially distancing as small
things that added up to become
an “extra burden.”
“All these things were distractions that affected my academic
performance,” Vega said. “It just
felt like some days I didn’t have
the energy to put into schoolwork because life had taken it
all out of me.”
H o w e v e r, - V e g a - s a i d - h e
believes-last-semester’s-attendance policy positively affected
h i s -a c a d e m i c -p e r f o r m a n c e
and-allowed-him-to-relieve
stress-when-he-felt-mentally
exhausted. Vega added that he
tried to attend class regularly.
Sophomore social work major
Kaitlyn Deaux was one of the
217 students who responded
“no” to the Accent’s poll, meaning her academic performance

last-semester-was-not-worse
than-her-previous-performance.-Deaux,-however,-saidshe found it difficult to keep
her grades up due to a lack of
motivation caused by the “scary
and disheartening” state of the
world. Like Vega, Deaux said
last semester’s attendance policy allowed her to manage her
mental health more efficiently.
In the Zoom session, Smith
said Student Association President Sheryl Kambuni raised the
concern of mental and emotional health to administration
multiple times while planning
for this semester.
“We-recognize that there is a
lot-of-stress-in-the-current-circumstances,-including-stress
related to the classroom,” Smith
said.
Smith-added-that-conversations-he-had-with-professors
and-his-own-teaching-experiences-have-led-him-to-believe
thatvmost-professors-will-be
understanding-this-semester
if-students-were-to-miss-a-few
classes-due-to-overwhelming

stress. In addition, he ensured
students that the classroom is
one of the safest places on campus, with nearly every COVID19 transmission last semester
occurring off-campus.

Navigating
education in
the midst of
a pandemic
has been a
tricky journey.
The biggest
suggestions
I have are to
communicate
with your
professor, take
ownership of
your grades, and
manage your
time.
Felix-encouraged-students
in the Zoom session to consis-

tently communicate with both
administration and their professors, saying, “We can’t help you
if we don’t hear from you.”
When-asked-about-students’
academic-performance-last
semester, English Professor Jodi
Ruf said her top performing students attended class, completed
work and communicated with
her just as they would in a normal
semester. However, she did have
a higher-than-average number
of students fail her class.
“I admired students who persisted-through-a-very-difficult
time,” Ruf said. “As-many-other
professors,-I-tried-to-adapt-to
requirements and to keep working with students as much as
possible to help them finish well.”
To better assist her students
this-semester,-Ruf-is-using-a
class tech assistant, encouraging small class groups to work
together-and-allowing-more
assignments-to-be-submitted
on eClass.
English-Professor-Candace
Miller-said-that-unrequired
in-person attendance was prob-

lematic last semester. She has
now-become-more-comfortable with the hybrid nature of
courses;-and,-as-a-result,-she
believes her students’ academic
performances will improve. To
help-themselves-succeed-academically,-Miller-said-students
should “maintain a decent pace
and have a good balance in
their lives.”
Mathematics Professor Adam
Heck said he is confident Southern is doing its best to create
an attendance policy that will
assist-students-academically
amidst-a-pandemic.-Like-Felix,
Heck-encouraged-students-to
communicate.
“Navigating education in the
midst of a pandemic has been a
tricky journey,” Heck said. “The
biggest suggestions I have are
to communicate with your professor, take ownership of your
grades, and manage your time. If
you do that, then you’ll be okay.”

Southern academic Mission and vision trips planning
continues despite COVID-19
administrators
clarify revised
attendance policy
in letter to students
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
An article published by the
Southern Accent on Tuesday,
Dec. 15, regarding revisions to
the university’s recent academic
attendance_policy_sparked
a backlash on social media
among students who disagreed
with the changes.
Since the publishing of that
article, administrators and University_Senate_representatives
have expressed concerns about
how the policy was characterized
in_the_Accent_headline,_which
described the new guidelines as
a “reversal” in policy.
“In my view, the headline of the
article misrepresents the policy
from the prior semester in that
while professors were directed
to not tie attendance to grades,
students_were_still_expected
to attend class,” wrote Senior
Vice_President_for_Academic
Administration Robert Young in
a statement to the Accent. “In
this sense, the university is not
reversing course; it is clarifying
what has been an expectation
all along: Students who are ill
or do not feel well should not
attend class. Those who are not
ill should go to class.”
In an email sent to students
on Thursday, Dec. 18, academic
administrators_attempted_to
clarify the modifications, which
will allow professors to penalize students for non-attendance
during the Winter 2021 semester
while at the same time excusing
absences for students who are ill,
are showing coronavirus symptoms or have been exposed to
someone who tested positive for
coronavirus in the last 14 days.
The letter was signed by Young
and Associate Vice Presidents for
Academic Administration Dionne
Felix and Tyson Hall.
“As you know, the standing
attendance policy was modified
for the Fall 2020 semester,” the
email reads. “In order to ensure
the safety of students, staff, and
faculty due to the pandemic,
the university adopted a policy
of not connecting grades to student attendance during the fall
semester. We did not remove the
expectation of class attendance.”
Administrators explained in
the email that Academic Admin-

istration and the University
Senate changed the guidelines
to address students skipping
classes even when there were no
health concerns.
“... Unfortunately, it appears
that many students misunderstood the amended policy and
were absent for reasons other
than illness, which detrimentally affected learning environments and, in many cases, their
grades,” the email reads. “For
this reason, Academic Administration and the University
Senate collaborated to develop
a revised policy for the Winter
2021 semester that resolved this
issue while still addressing the
need for safety. This policy incorporates the long-standing attendance policy (currently published
in the 2020-2021 Undergraduate
Catalog) with new directives that
specifically indicate how attendance will be addressed during
the COVID-19 pandemic for the
Winter semester.”
Student_Association_President Sheryl Kambuni is the
student representative on the
University_Senate._She_said
though she understands students’ frustrations, they need
to go beyond social media to
voice their concerns.
“If you ever feel like your voice
is not heard, try reaching out to
me, because I can tell you, for
a fact, I [have] heard from not
one student,” Kambuni said. “...
Faculty cares about the student
body. So if something is causing
the students distress, then they'd
be willing to look at it. Just be willing to reach out to people who
can do something about what
you feel.”
In an interview with the Accent,
School of Religion Professor Alan
Parker cited a drop in academic
performance by students as a
reason for the change.
“I think in most cases, [by]
returning the attendance policy
to the professors, you'll find that
professors will work with you,”
Parker said. “In other words, this
is not trying to make students
suffer. You will actually find that
professors are already willing to
talk with you and work with you.
This is an opportunity to engage,
not disengage.”

Alliant Ndeze speaks with Raul Rivero about ERC mission trips. This year, ERC is offering four mission trips
abroad and one in New Jersey. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
The Evangelistic Resource
Center (ERC) and Humanitarian
Engagement continue to plan for
possible mission and vision trips
that students can participate in
during the summer. However,
both ERC Coordinator Raul Rivero
and Humanitarian Engagement
Director Melissa Moore said this
year has presented new obstacles, including the jeopardy of the
trips themselves.
As of Jan. 25, organizers
have listed trips to six locations
abroad and two in the United
States. ERC is offering mission
trips to Argentina, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Kenya and
New Jersey. The Humanitarian
Engagement office is planning
vision trips, previously called
uQuest mission trips, to Peru,
North Africa and Atlanta.
As a COVID-19 precaution,
organizers keep track of the
locations’ safety statuses in the
U.S. Department of State Travel
Advisories, the CDC Travel Advisories and the International
SOS. The suggestions by these
organizations are then presented to Southern’s administration which will make the final
approval of the trips.
“Southern is committed to prioritizing students’ safety,” Rivero
said. “I know it's a hard decision
to make but if [administration]
feels that [a trip] is going to com-

promise students’ safety, then
we're going to cancel the trip.”
The typical authorization process requires that administration
approves the trips six months
in advance and then again, one
month before the trip. This year,
ERC and Humanitarian Engagement will go through an additional check-in point with administration in February.

There will always
be opportunities
to serve. … I don't
want students to
feel like they
have to go if they
are unsure about
their safety, or
if they're going
against the will of
their family.
If a trip is cancelled, students
can use the funds that they raised
to participate in another mission or vision trip at a later time,
according to Rivero and Moore.
However, due to IRS rules, donations made through Advancement are nonrefundable.
According to Moore, Humanitarian Engagement is currently
working with Information Technology (IT) to create a new platform for students to make non-

tax deductible payments that
would be eligible for refund. The
platform is expected to launch
later in the semester.
“[The process] is fairly low risk
for students to start an application, do their interviews, and pay
their application fees,” Moore
said. “If the trip gets canceled,
any payments would be eligible
for refund; and any donations,
you'd be able to use for any
future missions experience.”
Currently, there are more than
70 students signed up for the
ERC mission trips and 45 students signed up for the Humanitarian Resources vision trips.
Though Rivero reports that this is
the average number of students
that sign up for ERC, Moore said
the number has dropped by
more than half for Humanitarian
Engagement.
“Of course, we would love to
have more students, but I think
it's definitely a personal decision,” Moore said. “There will
always be opportunities to serve.
… I don't want students to feel
like they have to go if they are
unsure about their safety, or if
they're going against the will of
their family.”
To learn more about ERC and
Humanitarian Engagement go to
southern.edu/erc and southern.
edu/vision.

TV STUDIO

continued from page 1
ous set left a “big stain and significant discoloration” that was
not noticeable until the set was
removed. To fully renovate the
set, the SJC is fundraising to pur-

chase equipment for the new
TV Studio through its annual
Giving Day project scheduled
for-Feb. 15. The department has
set a goal of $15,000, which will

fund backdrops, props and any
other materials needed.
T h e -c o m p l e t i o n -d a t e -f o r
the new TV studio is still to be
determined.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Hamilton County distributes the COVID-19 vaccine
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
The Hamilton County Health
Department (HCHD) is currently
administering the COVID-19
vaccine by appointment only to
groups that qualify for Phase
1a1, Phase 1a2 and those 75
years and older.
According to the HCHD, the
vaccine distribution is guided by
“phases” in accordance with the
State of Tennessee’s Vaccination Plan. Only those eligible in
the current phases will be able
to make an appointment. Eligibility for current phases can be
checked on the HCHD’s website.
Residents who qualify for
these phases may receive their

first dose of the vaccine at the
Tennessee Riverpark Hubert
Fry Center, 4301 Amnicola Hwy.
Second doses will be administered at Carta Bus Barn, 1617
Wilcox Blvd.
On Jan. 15, the HCHD, in
partnership with the Hamilton
County Office of Emergency
Management, announced its
new appointment system via
press release. The system will
allow residents to schedule
their vaccine appointments
online. Those who do not
have access to the internet are
encouraged to schedule their
appointments through the

Emergency Management’s call
center at (423) 209-5399.
During a press conference
via Facebook livestream on
Jan. 21, HCHD Administrator
Becky Barnes stated that the
new appointment system has
been successful in helping
residents schedule their dose
appointments.
“This new system started up
last weekend and went very
well,” Barnes said. “And by 2
p.m. on Sunday [Jan. 17], all of
the first doses were filled, which
was 2, 912.”
On Jan. 22, the HCHD announced via press release that it

would begin taking first dose
appointments again starting at
9 a.m., and new appointment
dates were added to the schedule from Jan. 24 to Jan. 28. That
same day, WTVC reported that
by 11 a.m. all first dose appointments were filled online for the
following week. However, many
first dose appointments are still
available through the call center, starting Jan. 25 at 8:30 a.m.
As of Jan. 23, 8,595 first and
second dose vaccines have
been administered by the
HCHD, according to Carleena
Angwin, Communications Chief
at the HCHD.

Collegedale Mayor Katie
Lamb encourages residents to
get their COVID-19 vaccines.
“Getting a vaccine is important to stopping the spread of
COVID-19,” Lamb said. “I believe
the Health Department is doing
what they can considering the
circumstances under which the
government has released the
vaccine supply.”
All updates and information
regarding COVID-19 vaccines
for Hamilton County can be
found on the HCHD’s website.

SPORTS

Brady, Mahomes set for thrilling Super Bowl clash
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
No matter which way the
possible Super Bowl matchups
shook out, one thing was for
certain: The age gap between
quarterbacks was going to
be substantial.
Youth dominated the American
Football Conference (AFC), with
Patrick Mahomes, 25, and Josh
Allen, 24, dueling it out in Arrowhead Stadium. Their combined
age is only six years older than
Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady, who is 43.
Brady was set to face off
with Aaron Rodgers, 37, and
the Green Bay Packers at Lambeau Field. The National Football Conference (NFC) sent two
of the oldest quarterbacks in
the league out (New Orleans
Saints quarterback Drew Brees,
42, was eliminated by Brady a
week earlier), while Allen and
Mahomes represent the youth
movement among quarterbacks in the league.
Brady and Rodgers dueled it
out in a game that saw Packers’
head coach Matt LaFleur elect to
kick a field goal on 4th and goal
with just over two minutes left
in the game to cut it to 31-26.
The Packers never got the ball
back. Brady was pedestrian at

best, throwing for three interceptions. But the Buccaneers
defense made enough plays to
eke out the road victory.
The victory propels them into
Super Bowl LV, which will be
played in Tampa Bay. This marks
the first time an NFL team has
played the Super Bowl, which
is at a random, predetermined
site, in their own stadium. Will
they make history and win a
“home” Super Bowl?
On the AFC side, the result
was not as close. After the Bills
capitalized on some early Kansas City miscues and jumped
out to a 9-0 lead, the Chiefs
scored 21 points in just over
10 minutes and never looked
back. The final score was 38-24,
sending the Bills home early
after their first division title
since 1995. Allen threw for 287
yards and two touchdowns but
had a costly red-zone interception while trailing by two touchdowns early in the 4th quarter. Mahomes, who suffered a
concussion against Cleveland
and spent most of the week in
the NFL’s concussion protocol,
threw for 325 yards and three
touchdowns in the victory.
As for the Super Bowl, Brady

will, naturally, be the oldest
player to play in the Super Bowl.
He’s the most accomplished
player to ever set foot on an
NFL field. Six Super Bowl victories, 10 (counting this one with
Tampa Bay) Super Bowl appearances, four Super Bowl MVP
awards, 14 Pro Bowls and three
MVP awards line his mantle.
With the pace at which
Mahomes is playing, which
includes a Super Bowl title,
a Super Bowl MVP, three Pro
Bowls and an MVP award in just
three seasons, some see him
as the heir apparent. They also
see him as the biggest threat
to the records and accolades
that Brady has.
Brady continues to defy all
logic by playing at a high level at
age 43. Mahomes seems to defy
logic with the type of passes
he makes with relative ease.
Underhand, no-look, sidearm,
and even passes with his offhand, all fill out his repertoire.
It might seem like one of
these players is past his prime,
but this Super Bowl is likely to
teach the class on quarterback play. The only question
is: Will the student become
the teacher?
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OPINION
Attendance policy revised for Winter 2021 semester
A decision made without
students’ best interest

The best and safest
decision for everyone

Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor

Paula Macena
Opinion Editor

The renewed class attendance policy at Southern does
more harm than good for
students. Not only does this
change in policy instill the
idea that rules are required
to motivate students, but is
also is unfair to students who
are self-motivated and able to
manage their time well.
While I understand that for
certain classes, such as labs,
medical science classes and
more hands-on courses, attendance should be necessary and
greatly encouraged, I do not
believe that it is fair to take
off points for a student who
decides not to attend class for
all courses and degrees. For
those who are able to maintain
a high GPA, excel in their academic endeavors and manage
their lives properly, attendance
should not be necessary. Those
who are responsible should
not suffer the consequences of
those who are not.
However, this policy is also
harmful for teachers. The culture that this policy creates
is that at the end of the day,
teachers are the ones responsible for the engagement of their
students and not the students
themselves. If students aren’t
able to maintain their motivation and work ethic, that does
not fall on the professor.
By reinforcing the policy,
Southern is also reinforcing
an academic culture where
teachers are expected to pick
up the slack for the students.
Self-governance and self-moti-

vation are not encouraged by
this policy. Rather, it encourages the opposite. I am not
going to state all of this without also acknowledging the
grace and understanding that
Southern professors have
shown and continue to show.
It is deeply appreciated and
readily accepted.

In the Fall 2020 semester,
the usual attendance policy at
Southern was adjusted due to
the pandemic that had swept
the country that year. The
usual attendance policy was
that professors were able to
count attendance towards a
percentage of a students’ overall grade. Therefore, if a student did not attend, it would
end up reflecting poorly on
their grade. However, due to
COVID-19, the university made
the decision to not connect
grades to attendance. But now
in the Winter 2021 semester,
Southern administration has
decided to bring back the original attendance policy.
In the email sent on Dec. 15
to the student body concerning the policy, it stated that,
“The amended policy was not
intended to: Suggest that students did not need to attend
class when they were well
enough to do so, or discourage
students from attending class or
engaging in face-to-face learning
while healthy. …Unfortunately,
it appears that many students
misunderstood the amended
policy and were absent for reasons other than illness, which
detrimentally affected learning environments and, in many
cases, their grades.”
Although many students
have vocalized their opinions
against the reversal of the
policy, Southern’s reasoning
seems to be in the best interest of students who struggle
to self-motivate themselves in

It was a shallow
decision meant
for familiar
comfort and
not the actual
positive change
and growth of
the students as
individuals.
Additionally, I think that if
a teacher can grade on attendance, despite the email stating students shouldn’t attend
class if they are feeling ill, students are more likely to write
off their symptoms and still
attend out of the fear of their
grade dropping.
As a whole, I do not think the
reasoning behind the policy
is truly in the best interest of
either the student body or the
faculty. It does not encourage
growth. It does not encourage
health. It was a shallow decision meant for familiar comfort and not the actual positive
change and growth of the students as individuals.

their studies.
With attendance being required in some classes once
again — like it had always
been before this past semester — the policy encourages
students to participate in
their classrooms and stay on
top of all of their schoolwork.
Although many students were
able to keep up with their
course demands, many others
were not, and they also did not
feel motivated enough to do
so with the attendance policy
being the way that it was.
There has also been a concern for the rise of coronavirus cases in Hamilton county,
and some argue that grading attendance for in-person
classes may further increase
the cases. However, Southern
stated clearly in its email to the
students that, “Your health is
still our priority.” To prove this,
the university implemented
an option for virtual learning,
so students may safely attend
their classes online as well.
Overall, due to the reduced
rades of many students last
semester, the attendance policy was clarified after careful
thought. Southern administration would not have reinstated
this policy without thinking of
the benefit and safety of the
students. Both professors and
students can begin this Winter
2021 semester safely, trusting that the best decision was
made for the good of all.

RELIGION
God’s master plan: Diversity of talents and passions
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
He asked the question while
we were sitting in a circle in
my friend’s living room for
vespers. “How can I blend my
career goals with my faith?” I
can’t exactly say that the room
exploded with answers. No, to
be honest there was a thoughtful silence that muffled all the
thoughts that raced through
our heads. I’ve been there, am
there and I think I will always
be there asking that question.
Lately, I’ve been wondering
how page-long equations and

whether a proof is valid or not
can ever be used to further
God’s love. But then I go for
a walk, feel the wind through
my hair, hear the crunch of the
leaves under me and see the
trees. They are bare now, but
they will be green, alive and
beautiful when spring causes
them to bud. I marvel at the
wonder of God’s creations.
Just like a tree needs roots,
a trunk, branches, sap and
leaves to be a healthy tree,every part has a purpose and is

important in God’s handiwork.
God must be a God of variety, creativity and purpose.
Regardless of our career, if
we make God our priority and
share His love with the people
around us, we can be a blessing. I think we should embrace
the gifts that He has given
us and develop them for Him
instead of trying to fit a mold
of “ministry” careers.
For example: The first Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) colporteur, George King, at first

tried to be a preacher, but he
was a terrible public speaker.
So he decided to use his talent
of making one-on-one friends
to sell Christian books and
give Bible studies. Because
of his initial failure at public
speaking, the SDA church has
a thriving literature evangelist
ministry, and countless people
have fallen in love with Jesus
through this ministry.
Imagine how many other
unique ways there are to share
the gospel that only we as indi-

viduals can carry out. I think
if we use the talents God has
given us, whether it be writing,
programming, painting, listening or any other skill we have,
God can use them if we’re willing. After all, He’s the one that
created us with our talents
and passions, and I imagine
He must have had a master
plan in how we could use them
when He breathed life into us.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
Tips for balancing and coping with your college life
Paula Macena
Opinion Editor
Obviously, being a college
student is difficult. Between
balancing classes, doing homework, studying, working and
having a social life, college life
can become extremely draining
and overwhelming very quickly.
Not to mention that most of us,
as college students, are pretty
broke. Many students have
to work more than one job to
make ends meet and, in my
case, it is no different.
During my third semester at
Southern I had to work four jobs
in order to pay for school and
car expenses, build my savings
account and maybe go out with
friends. My days began at 4:30
in the morning, with my first
shift at one of my jobs starting
at 5 a.m. I was exhausted and
normally got only three hours
of sleep since I had to stay up
late doing homework. I was
also taking 15 credits of classes
after work each day. My only
downtime was on Saturdays —
one day wasn’t nearly enough
for me to catch up on the sleep
I was missing.
This semester is no different.
I was afraid it might be just as
draining and I might be just
as tired as I was last semester.
However, after some trial and
error, I was able to develop
some ways to cope with my
busy schedule and sometimes
even make me look forward to
waking up every day.
1. Don’t try to do it all
It took me a while to admit it
to myself, but sometimes you
really can’t do it all, no matter how much you try. After

attempting a full semester with
a full course load and four jobs,
I realized that it wouldn’t be
healthy for me to continue on
that way. That’s why before this
semester started, I quit one of
my jobs and decided to stick
with the three that I could balance better. I still have that 5
a.m. shift. And although it sucks
to wake up early, I can relax a bit
more knowing that I made the
right decision in admitting my
weaknesses and taking a step
back from what is not healthy
for me to do anymore.
2. Romanticize everything
This may sound dumb, but
this is the best coping mechanism I have so far. After I get
off my first shift, I go back to
my room and wear what makes
me feel like myself. I cook a
healthy breakfast while listening to classical music, and
I pretend that I’m a cool girl
in a movie chasing after her
dreams and starting her day,
because who’s to say that’s not
exactly who I am and what I’m
doing? Throughout my day,
I romanticize the little things
along the way — getting coffee, driving, spending time
with friends, small talk with
strangers and especially studying. I find that, for me personally, it makes everything feel a
little bit lighter.
3. Make time for yourself
I always make sure to set Saturday aside to fully rest before I
begin the week again. I turn all
of my alarms off, sleep as much
as I want and don’t do anything
that feels like work even in the
slightest. Although it may be
difficult to separate a full day
for yourself, it’s a necessity to

find some time for yourself in
one way or another. Throughout the week, I also make sure
I have at least 30 minutes to
myself in a day — whether I’m
working out or sitting in my
room watching Netflix. This
alone time is absolutely vital to
balancing everything you have
on your plate. It’s your time to
recharge on your own, momentarily putting all worries aside.
4. Have a support system
Whether you need someone to talk to, or just someone
to hang out with while doing
nothing in particular, a support
system will carry you through
the semester when nothing
else will. Having people that
you love and who love you in
return makes the weight of our
lives feel less like a burden and
more like something we are
happy for. I try to make plans
with friends ahead of time
whenever possible, so when I
wake up in the morning I have
at least one thing to look forward to that day.
5. Remember that education is a privilege
As college students, we’re
currently in a position that
many other young people our
age will never be in. Getting
an education these days does
not come easily, whether that’s
due to financial or personal
reasons. When I don’t want to
go to work, I remember, “Hey,
at least I have a job and a way
to make money.” When I don’t
want to go to class, I remember, “At least I’m in school and
am pursuing a higher education. I have the ability to do
these things when many others
don’t, and that’s something to

recognize and be grateful for.”
Overall, college isn’t easy. But
then again, I don’t think any of
us ever expected it to be. I’m
here, and I want to be here.
So, I’m going to do my best to
make it all work to the best of
my ability. After all, that’s all
that we can really do: our best.
And that’s more than enough.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Jonathan Batchelder

Destini Hufnal

Michel Irumva @michel_irumva
Waiting for @amazon to branch into healthcare so I can work
for them

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
Southern giving us free worship credit tomorrow is their version
of a stimulus check … (btw please come to vespers)

Daniel Hasel @dani_hasel
Having worship credit and getting fined for not going really feels
like modern selling of indulgences

_j_batch I’m having a wheel-y good day
#SAUlife

María José Morán

top.of.the.mitten And just like that, I’m officially 1 semester away… #SAUlife

Madison Reinschmidt

Joel Guerra @j8war
STOP REPLYING ALL!!!!!

Kim Escobedo @kim_escobedo
wish falling asleep in my room was as easy as falling asleep in
class

majomoranh #SAUlife

Kevin is starving after a long first
week of classes and is headed to
Panda Express. Find him in this issue
to recieve a

Haianny Pereira Carvalho

madiplr Jan. 19// reminding myself to look for
the light in each day #SAUlife

Marcus Abejar

$10 Panda Express
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!

hai.anny @shotbyasmith #SAUlife

marccoustic Light-Hearted… #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 27
30-57

Fee Charged for add/drop “W” on
transcript for W21
5:00 p.m. – 3 on 3 Volleyball Captains
Meeting, Hulsey Wellness Center
8:00 p.m. – Student Week of Prayer,
Tent

Friday 29
30-52

Student Teaching Application Due for
Fall 2021
6:07 p.m. – Sunset
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Student
Week of Prayer, Tent
7:30 p.m. – Vespers: Ministerial Trainee
Induction: Furman Fordham ll, Thatcher
Chapel
8:45 p.m. – AfterGlow, Church South
Atrium

Sunday 31
41-57

Campus Ministries Winter Retreat

www.southern-accent.org
Thursday 28
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations
– Student Week of Prayer, Thatcher
Chapel, Online
6:00 p.m. – Student Organization
President’s Meeting
8:00 p.m. – Student Week of Prayer,
University Church

Saturday

27-45

30

Campus Ministries Winter Retreat
45-54
9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live &
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
9:30 & 11:00 a.m. – Ministerial Trainee Induction: Furman Fordham ll, Thatcher Chapel
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Live in the Lynn Wood Hall
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. – Evensong, University Church
6:08 p.m. – Sunset
7:00 p.m. – 3 on 3 Volleyball Tournament, Iles
Gymnasium

Monday 1

Tuesday 2
34-48

Southern Union Camp Recruiting
Last Day for Student Insurance Open Enrollment, must submit proof of a QLE (Qualifying
Life Event) after this date
Last day to add a class (Census)
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success,
Virtual

Southern Union Camp Recruiting
34-46
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success,
Virtual
3:30 p.m. – Undergraduate Council

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|27

Marcus Kim

Brandon Gustrowsky

Bri Gimbel

Deicy Sanchez

Dennis Saturnino

Kearsten Jedamski

Saturday |30

Brittany Thacker

David Oh

Marlyn Antwan

Ilcias Jr Vargas

Clayton Powell

Jacob Brown

Isabelle Yeaton

Elise Vanderwaal

Andrea Galindo

Tuesday |2

Thursday |28

Wilson Hannawi

Danny An

Dina Dieujuste

Michaela Hounslow

Dante Dornburg

Aidyn Edwards

Isaac Rivas

Robert Estrada

Luke Fogg

Sunday |31

Samantha Fwa

Erla Trevedan

Becky Lim

Yuna Joe

Kp Zulu

Jake Lowry

Miguel Manzo

Friday |29

Kamryn Perez

Kristina Shakespeare

Heather Huffman

Monday |1

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN EDUCATION
Learn to Lead

An online master’s degree from Southern
Adventist University prepares educators
for success.
Increase your marketability and position yourself for
advancement with Instructional Leadership—an online
program with one two-week intensive on campus.
This emphasis prepares you for roles as a school principal
or superintendent. Courses meeting the requirements for
the North American Division Principal Endorsement are
also offered online.
Master of Science in Education
• Literacy Education
• Outdoor Education

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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In-person classes in jeopardy: Smith asks
students, employees to follow COVID-19 protocols

The truth
about
internships
during
COVID-19:
Students and
professors
share
struggles, tips
Christina Coston
Managing Editor

Photo by Stephen Ruf

President David Smith speaks with students during the emergency Zoom meeting last Tuesday, Jan. 26. During the session, Smith called for
students and employees to take COVID-19 seriously and carefully follow all guidelines set forth by the university.

Christina Coston
Managing Editor
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
During_a_Jan._26_emergency
Zoom_meeting,_which_quickly
reached_its_1,000-participant
capacity,_Southern_President
David Smith shared administration’s_concerns_that_in-person
classes may be threatened if students and employees fail to follow COVID-19 protocols.
“Yesterday morning, it became
clear to me that our goal of finishing_this_semester_together
in-person is in serious jeopardy,”
Smith_said_to_the_audience_of
both_students_and_employees.
“... Immediate_action_is_absolutely necessary. Whether or not
we reach this goal of staying on
campus will depend on each of
you, students and employees of
the university.”
As of Feb. 1, Southern has
reported 26 active cases and 48
resolved cases for the Winter
2021 semester — a significant
increase from the fall semes-

ter. Although Smith attributed
parts of those numbers to the
holiday break and the school’s
increased_COVID-19_testing
efforts, he also emphasized students’ lack of cooperation as a
reason for the boost.
“Currently, most virus transmissions_are_occurring
on
campus itself, and more people are getting [the virus] more
quickly than was the case last
semester,” Smith said. “... Our
biggest challenge right now —
one that must be addressed —
is noncompliance.”
According to Smith, a growing number of students are not
wearing masks or social distancing, while others are withholding information for contact
tracing. In addition, Smith said
some faculty members have
also failed to record classroom
seating placements.
Smith called for students

University
Health Center
personnel and
I are optimistic
that we can
finish this
semester well
if we do what
is expected of
us. So, I want to
challenge you
to comply with
all COVID-19
protocols.
and employees to take COVID19 seriously and carefully follow all guidelines set forth by
the university.
“University_Health_Center
personnel and I are optimistic
that we can finish this semester
well if we do what is expected

of us,” Smith said. “So, I want to
challenge you to comply with all
COVID-19 protocols. ... Do all that
you can to stay well and help prevent the spread of the virus on
our campus. We have good reason to believe that we have about
one week to turn around our current behavior.”
Sophomore_English_major
Ronn Agustin attended the emergency meeting and said he felt it
was important but also alarming.
"It was a little bit concerning,
especially when he mentioned
that we had a week to turn it
around,”_Agustin_said._“I_just
wasn't sure if one week would
be enough of a notice for us to
change things."
With a one week time frame
to turn the case count around,
sophomore_biology_biomedical
major Benjamin Ziesmer said the
meeting motivated him to take
See EMERGENCY on page 3

Southern students seeking
summer internships are faced
with new challenges and opportunities due to COVID-19.
Some students like junior management major Jake Miller had
an internship planned for the
summer of 2020 prior to COVID19. But his internship was cancelled due to the pandemic.
"[The_company]_closed_in
March due to COVID, put a large
number of their employees on
furlough for the next few months
and closed their internship positions," Miller said.
School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) Professor Lorraine Ball identified two reasons
why it may be more difficult for
students to find internships due
to COVID-19.
"If places have really downsized, number one, they feel kind
of awkward bringing somebody
new in that doesn't know anything about the company," Ball
said. "Number two, you need
somebody to supervise you. So,
now you're going to siphon off
a certain amount of time from
somebody who's already probably overworked to try to help this
student do their internship."
S c h o o l _o f _B u s i n e s s _P ro fessor_Lisa_Kuhlman_echoed
those thoughts.
"Maybe_students_planned
See INTERNSHIPS on page 3

'We want to provide a Class of 2020 describes struggles of
community': Southern dealing with an anticlimactic end
students take their
ministries online
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
As_social_media_and_online
platforms_continue_to_gain
traction in light of the_COVID19_pandemic,_some_people
have started to use their social
media platforms as a way to
share their faith.
Students at Southern are no
different,_with_many_of_them
taking_to_platforms_such_as
Instagram_to_share_motivational_thoughts_or_sermons
and even host Bible studies.
One example of this is senior
theology_major_Bryan_Arvelo
who_regularly_shares_his_sermons_on_YouTube_and_invites
his Instagram followers to watch
them_Since_he_was_9-yearsold,_Arvelo_has_had_a_strong
passion for content creation and
media, which he combines with
his passion for ministry.
“I’ve always had a desire to
create_content._[I]_changed
my major [from film], but the
desire_was_still_there,”_said
Arvelo._“Social_media_allows
me to distribute my message
to everyone.”
Arvelo, whose primary social

media_platform_is_YouTube,
says he gets most of his content by reposting sermons
he already preached. People
usually contact him to preach
a t _d i f f e re n t _c h u rc h e s _a n d
services using various mediums such as Instagram Live
or video livestreams. He then
uses the recordings to share
them on his personal social
media account.
“I had a spiritual awakening,”
Arvelo said. “And I couldn't help
but share with other people."
Arvelo’s online ministry took
off during quarantine after he
posted_a_video_montage_of
himself reacting to an Elevation Worship video.
Since_gaining_viewers,
followers_and_preaching
requests, Arvelo is more intentional about his social media
u s a g e . _ A r v e l o _ e n c o u ra g e s
everyone_with_a_passion_for
ministry to utilize social media
to spread the gospel.
“The goal is not to become
a local celebrity,” Arvelo said.
“This is an opportunity to witSee ONLINE on page 3

Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations Department.

Coby Federowski, '20, during the August 2020 graduation ceremony. According to an article published in Time
Magazine, the COVID-19 disruption will have long-lasting effects on the Class of 2020’s memories, earning
power and “view of what it means to have a functional society.”

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
G ra d u a t i n g _ a m i d _ a _ p a n demic_was_described_as_a
“total upheaval” for graduating college seniors in a Time
magazine_article_published
last May. According to the article, COVID-19 disrupted more
class time than almost any
other event in U.S. history and
will have long-lasting effects
on the Class of 2020’s memories, earning power and “view

Many graduating seniors in both
college and high
school were denied
important memories and necessary
closure
of what it means to have a
functional society.”
When schools transitioned

to virtual learning last school
year, many graduating seniors
in_both_college_and_high
school were denied important memories and necessary
closure,_according_to_some
members of the Class of 2020.
Those_graduates,_who_graduated_from_or_are_currently
attending Southern, shared
their COVID-19 struggles and
See GRADS on page 2
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continued from page 1
explained how they were able
to gain closure.
L i k e _m o s t _ h i g h _ s c h o o l ers, freshman English major
Mikayla Zimmerman attended
school virtually for the latter
half of the 2019-2020 school
year._Zimmerman_attended
Lodi Academy, a Seventh-day
Adventist institution in California. And after COVID-19 forced
her school to go online, it was
difficult to adjust.
“It was kind of hard to obtain
closure since our class was
very close and we had lots of
trips and events planned to
end our school year together,”
Zimmerman said.
Thankfully,_Lodi_Academy
was able to hold an outdoor
drive-in graduation, which Zimmerman_described_as_“very
close to how a normal graduation would be.” This helped
Zimmerman_and_her_classmates properly end their senior
year. And, although she wished
she could have created more
high school memories, she was
happy to move on and make
more memories in college.
Freshman liberal arts education major Judeline Pineda
was a senior at Mount Pisgah
Academy, an Adventist institution in North Carolina. She was
on a school-sponsored mission
trip in Qacha’s Nek, Lesotho,
when Pisgah informed Pineda’s group that South Africa
would soon be closing its borders and cancelling flights due
to COVID-19. The students
were forced to leave Lesotho
early, and just two weeks later,
Pisgah transitioned to virtual
learning. Pineda was sad her
class would miss important
events. However, most of her
class was able to graduate
together in July by socially distancing in Pisgah’s gym, which
Pineda described as “the best
thing that could’ve happened.”
“Just having that experience
at Pisgah overall was enough
for me,” Pineda said. “I think
I’m finally at peace, but still a
little bit upset about it.”
Freshman theology major
Edvan Benitez was a senior
at Milo Adventist Academy
in Oregon and found himself
in an interesting situation
when his school switched to
virtual learning. He was an
international student, so he
and between 30 to 40 other
international students stayed
on campus for the rest of the
winter semester while taking
online classes. Many of those
students were Benitez’s close
friends, and he kept busy
spending time with them, taking online classes and serving
as a campus chaplain. Milo
held a virtual graduation for
Benitez’s class, and he and his
friends held a mini celebration
on campus.
“For me it was kind of differ-

ent,” Benitez said. “My experience was really good, and
I loved my senior year even
though we had a pandemic
because we were able to stay
on campus.”
Adjusting to an anticlimactic
senior year was just as difficult
for college seniors.
James Carl Brown graduated
from Southern last school year
with a BBA in accounting and
is currently working as a junior
accountant for the Potomac
Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church while studying to obtain a CPA license.
When Southern transitioned
to virtual learning last March,
Brown struggled not only with
adjusting_to_online_classes
but also fulfilling his duties as
Enactus president.
“They_proved_that_I_would
have_likely_made_a_terrible_home-schooled_student,”
Brown said. “However, I persevered by God’s grace.”
Brown_described_the_lack
of closure for his senior year
as_“palpable.”_So,_when_he
learned_Southern_would
be holding a graduation in
A ug us t , _ he _ j umped _ a t _ the
opportunity_to_attend._The
ceremony was more fulfilling
than Brown expected and a
much-needed event to end his
college experience.
Unlike Brown, Sam West,
who graduated from Southern last August with a BBA in
management, was unable to
attend the August graduation
because of his job.

While I didn’t
necessarily get
the celebration
that I hoped
for, I was still
thankful to God
really for this
job opportunity
that I had. ..That
really got me
through in a
huge way.

Students Voice Opinions on the
Parking Permit System

Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Campus Safety leaves a vehicle registration warning on a student's windshield.

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
At_ the_ beginning_ of_ each
semester,_students_with_cars
have to renew their parking permits. These parking permits are
$45 for undergraduate and $15
for graduate students. A fine of
$15 is issued if a student does
not have a permit sticker on his
or her vehicle.
Many students do not understand the necessity of parking
permits.
“I don’t understand the purpose of buying a sticker when I
don’t even own a personal parking spot,” said sophomore social
work major Lynn Deaux.
Specific lots on campus only
allow_certain_permit_stickers
such as those for faculty, commuter or the dorms.
“Parking permits are a good
way to organize the students'
cars,”_said_Paula_Macena,_a
sophomore_ English_ major.
“They keep parking lots from
becoming_too_crowded_with
cars that shouldn’t be there.”
Dispatch Supervisor and Office
Manager_for_Campus_Safety
Corbert Cole explained the purpose behind the permit designa-

In his final college semester,
West interned with a software
company in downtown Chattanooga called SIGNiX. After
Southern transitioned to virtual learning, SIGNiX offered
West a full-time job, and he is
currently working with them
as a business development
representative.
“While I didn’t necessarily get
the celebration that I hoped
for, I was still thankful to God
really for this job opportunity
that I had,” West said. “[It is] a
great job, one that I’m super
happy with. So, that really got
me through in a huge way.”

The majority
of parking lots
on campus
have specific
designation
based on the
proximity to the
buildings and
departments
they are near
and what those
departments'
needs are
tions of the campus parking lots.
“The majority of parking lots
on campus have specific designation based on the proximity
to_the_buildings_and_departments they are near and what
those departments' needs are,”
Cole_said. “The university has
a parking advisory committee
that evaluates the parking lots,
their usage and the needs of
the_departments_periodically
throughout the year to reclassify
any parking lots as needed.”
According to Cole, Southern’s

administration has deemed the
campus as primarily pedestrian.
A pedestrian campus means that
dorm residents usually walk to
class, and those who drive are
usually commuters or Village residents. Open parking is available
depending on the time, as listed
in the Vehicle Registration and
Regulations webpage:
“During open parking hours,
all currently registered vehicles
may be parked in any lot except
for the visitor parking lot in front
of Wright Hall. Open parking is
available Monday to Thursday,
5:30 p.m. to 2:00 a.m., and Friday
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. the following Monday.”
As_construction_of the Bietz
Center for Student Life continues,_Cole_states that an additional parking lot is_currently
being_planned._Construction
of the new parking lot should
cut down on the traffic generated by the building. However,
according to Cole, many of the
details_are_still_unclear,_and
plans_are_being_decided_by
Financial Administration.
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Bryan Arvelo's YouTube Channel. Arvelo records sermons to share with his followers on Instagram and YouTube.
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continued from page 1
ness to more people.”
Because_his_passion_overlaps with his professional aspirations, Arvelo has found different ways to balance his life
in order to avoid burnout.
“I don’t say yes to everything
even if I have time to do it,”
said Arvelo. “And I make sure
that my spiritual tank is filled
every day.”
Another_example_of someo n e _d o i n g _m i n i s t r y _o n l i n e
is_recent_Southern_graduate
Connor Yonkers.
Yo n k e r s _g ra d u a t e d _f ro m
Southern in 2020 with a B.A.
i n _t h e o l o g y _a n d _c u r re n t l y

works as the youth pastor for
Markham Woods SDA Church
in Orlando, Florida.
U n l i k e _A r v e l o , _Yo n k e r s
started_his_ministry_during
quarantine_when_his_church
first shut down. Because Sabbath_programs_were_pre-recorded on Thursdays, Yonkers
decided to start a virtual Bible
study on Friday nights.
Yonkers began hosting the
Bible study via Zoom along
with two of his friends, Nic
Morrison and Zach Owen, who
both work at AdventHealth.
“I genuinely enjoy doing ministry aside from [my] desire to

share the gospel with people
my age that’ve had a poor representation of God,” Yonkers said.
“This just seemed like the right
opportunity to share the true
revelation of the love of God.”
Yonkers,_who_is_currently
co-leading_a_group_studying
Ephesians, said there are usually
between 20 to 25 people who
regularly attend the Bible study.
“ E v e r y o n e _w h o _c o m e s _i s
pretty regular,” Yonkers said.
“And it’s cool because we have
people tune in from different
time_zones,_and_we_all_get
along super well.”
A c c o rd i n g _t o _Yo n k e r s ,

although most attendees are
Seventh-day Adventist, not all
of them practice the faith, and
all have had different experiences with the_church, with
one_of them being completely
unrelated_to_Adventism_and
even Christianity.
“[We] want to provide a time
and place for people to come
and_experience_true_transformation_through_learning
about God,” Yonkers said. “We
want to provide community.”

Southern graduate brings LifeGroups to her church
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
LifeGroups are a large part of
the spiritual culture on Southern’s_campus._Many_students
build leadership skills by starting
their own group on campus, and
some take it even further by continuing those groups after they
graduate.
Julie MacLafferty, a May 2019
graduate of Southern and former LifeGroup leader, is now an
interning pastor at the Forest
Lake Church in Apopka, Florida where she started her own
LifeGroup program.
“I started my own LifeGroup
just to help grow some leaders,”
MacLafferty_said. “And so, after
that,_some_of_[those_leaders]
started their own LifeGroups.”
MacLafferty's father, a pastor,
encouraged her to try new things
like leading a small group.
“I somehow got the opportunity to help out in a small group,
and I was young — I was probably a tween,” MacLafferty said.
“But I was helping with these
groups of families, just doing a
small group.”
MacLafferty added that she
was scared of branching out, felt
a bit insecure and thought that
spiritual leadership wasn’t her
gift. Eventually, she gave it a try

in high school and started her
own group with friends during
her freshman year.
"[In] my sophomore year, I
did something similar, and [my
friends and I] started doing
more groups at my high school,”
MacLafferty said.

I decided to do
a better job of
obeying the rules
and stuff and
try to encourage
other people to
do the same,
because I really
don't want to go
home...

I started my
own LifeGroup
just to help grow
some leaders,
and so after
that, some of
[those leaders]
started their own
LifeGroups.
MacLafferty continued to be
involved with small groups, and
over time, she realized that she
wanted to keep talking to people
about Jesus.
“Getting to Southern, I wasn’t
really sure about taking theology. … So, I started out in pastoral care, which is more like being
a chaplain,” MacLafferty said. “I
kind of realized that theology is
a bit more versatile in what you
can do. So then, I went that route.

Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Julie MacLafferty, '19, is interning as a pastor at the Forest Lake Church
in Florida. MacLafferty started LifeGroups ministries in her church
using the leadership experience she gained at Southern.

I never really sat down and said,
‘That’s exactly what I’m going to
do,’ but I just knew I loved Jesus
and I love people. I wanted something where that’s together, and
so that’s where I ended up.”
MacLafferty_now_continues
her ministry as a pastor emphasizing small groups, making sure
to implement LifeGroups where

INTERNSHIPS

she can. To students wondering
about starting a LifeGroup, she
says this:
“Just do it,” MacLafferty said.
“... When you share your story,
there’s_power_in_that._As_you
graduate,_you’re_just_learning
how God wants you to share your
story … through everything that
He’s called you to do and be.”

Tips for finding an
internship

continued from page 1

internships last summer and
then all of a sudden the employers were backing down because
they weren't sure how to do
[remote internships]," Kuhlman
said. "[The employers] had no
idea how this pandemic was
going to affect their staffing and
their finances."
While students may face different challenges due to COVID19, Kuhlman believes there are
still plenty of internships available. She suggests searching for
internships on sites like LinkedIn, where there are currently
over 45,000 internship listings,
according to Kuhlman.
"There_are_definitely_internships out there," Kuhlman said.
Junior_finance_major_Jacob
B ra d s h a w _ s a i d _ f i n d i n g _ a n
internship for this summer was
easy for him.

"As long as you put your name
and resume out there, internships are there for the taking,"
Bradshaw said.
The SJC has made no changes
to_internship_requirements,
according to Ball. She said students_in_the_department_typically_complete_their_internship
during_the_summer_between
their junior and senior years and
are required to complete 300
hours_of_clock_work. School_of
Business students_are_required
to complete between 100 to 300
hours of clock work, according
to Kuhlman.
"That's why it's full-time and
in the summer,” Ball said. That's
why we say it mimics a real job."
For students_currently seeking_internships,_Ball_recommends that they start their
searches early.

guidelines more seriously.
"I decided to do a better job
of obeying the rules and try to
encourage other people to do
the same,” Ziesmer said. “... I
really don't want to go home
because I know it [would] just be
horrible for my grades [and] my
mental health."
Many students believe that
another way to reduce cases is
by revising the attendance policy.
Senior social work major Richard
Thomas believes case numbers
would decrease if classes weren't
tied to grades.
"Last semester, half or more
than half, of all my classes chose
to attend online," Thomas said.
"If they [Southern] want to drop
the COVID numbers, that would
be a great way to do it."
Still,_other_students_such as
junior English and professional
writing_major_Aaron_Mumu
s a i d _w h i l e _t h e _a t t e n d a n c e
policy_may_not_significantly
impact_the_case_numbers,_it
reflects the university's level of
seriousness on the issue.
"It sends a message to the
students that the admins aren’t
taking COVID as seriously as they
could be," Mumu said. "Especially
since we did really well with our
COVID numbers last semester.
So why change [the attendance
policy] when we’re just starting to
distribute the vaccine?"
In_a_separate_interview_with
the Accent, President Smith said
that if evidence suggests that the
recent clarification of the attendance_policy_and_reintegration
of enrichment credits negatively
affect the number of COVID-19
cases_on_campus,_administration would consider withdrawing
those policies for the semester.

"Do something earlier rather
than waiting," Ball said. "Waiting
to the last minute so it's like February or March … that's scary."
Kuhlman recommends students build their network.
"It's really important to build
your network," Kuhlman said.
Junior finance major Iliana
Dialectakis believes this tip is
the only reason she secured an
internship.
"If it hadn't been [for] a business contact I made freshman
year, I would not have an internship," she said.
As students look for internships during the pandemic, Ball
encourages students to be creative and open-minded.
"We need to open up our eyes
and our boundaries," Ball said.

1. Begin looking for internships sooner rather than later
2. Create a professional
LinkedIn profile
3. Look for internship
opportunities at your parent's
place of employment
4. See if anyone in church
has an internship opportunity
5. Look into local businesses.
6. Attend networking events
7. Contact nonprofits about
their needs
8. Keep your eyes open for
opportunities
9. Be flexible to options that
may not be your first choice.
10. Speak to your advisor.

“If it turns out that the new
approach to attendance in the
classroom is either being misused by faculty or is leading to
greater problems and our handling of COVID-19, then we will
pull it back,” Smith said. “... At
this point, there's no evidence
that that particular change has
anything to do with a COVID-19
problem on campus.”
The attendance policy says
any student who is ill, has been
exposed to a COVID-positive
case in the last 14 days or is
showing any coronavirus symptoms should not attend faceto-face classes. In addition, an
option has been made available
for students to get enrichment
credits online.
“What I'd like for [students] to
know is we take their safety very
seriously, as we do the safety of
our own employees,” Smith said
“We do believe we can make it to
the end of this semester, live in
person. And we are committed
to doing everything we can to
accomplish that.”
On Monday, Feb. 1, administration invited students to attend a
virtual Town Hall meeting scheduled for Wednesday, Feb. 3, at
6 p.m. The Town Hall meeting
is scheduled as an attempt to
clarify statements made in last
week’s emergency Zoom session
and answer students’ questions,
which can be submitted at southern.edu/question.
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STUDENT WEEK
OF PRAYER

Photo by Lila Odhiambo

Leo Laroque shares his testimony on how he came to his decision to follow Jesus.
Laroque was one of the seven speakers during the Student Week of Prayer.

Photo by Lila Odhiambo

Elementary Education Junior Aimee Anunciacion stands in stage with the praise team.
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Assistant Chaplain Michael Baranda welcomes students to the program.

Chemistry Sophomore Sahyii Lozano sings during the Week of Prayer.

Photo by Lila Odhiambo

Biology Senior Isaac Hanson plays Cajón during song service.

Photo by Lila Odhiambo

Biomedical Senior Sonia Joy leads praise team.

x
GOD You
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Collegedale police chief on administrative leave
after police chase on Ooltewah Ringgold Road
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Collegedale Police Chief Brian
Hickman is still on administrative leave pending an investigation into a police chase while in
his personal vehicle, according
to Bridgett Raper, Collegedale
Police Department public information officer.
The incident occured on Jan.
2 after Officer Brian Desmond
ran the license plate of Arthur
Wright who was driving a Ford
Expedition and pulling a black
utility_trailer_on_Ooltewah
Ringgold Road. The reason for
Wright’s_background_check
was_not stated by Desmond,
according to the Chattanooga
Times Free Press.
Wright_turned_his_vehicle
into the gas station on Little

Debbie_Parkway,_and_Desmond_turned_on_his_emergency_blue_lights,_according
to a police report filed by Desmond. Wright then sped up,
exited through the parking lot,
ran a red light at the intersection of Apison Pike and Little
Debbie Parkway and headed
west_towards_Interstate_75,
according_to_the report.
Desmond_reported_that
Wright crossed over the double yellow line into ongoing
traffic and intentionally aimed
at_other_vehicles_head-on.
Hickman was at that intersection when Wright ran the red
light in his 2005 Toyota Tacoma
with two other passengers
— one of whom was a minor,

according to the Chattanooga
Time Free Press.
After Wright crossed through
opposite lanes, Desmond called
off the pursuit. Wright continued onto I-75 with Hickman following, updating Desmond on
their location. Desmond then
updated dispatchers and asked
for assistance from the Tennessee Highway Patrol, according
to the report.
Hickman_followed_Wright
“at normal traffic speeds” and
got_in_front_of_the_vehicle.
When Wright passed Hickman,
he_intentionally_“rammed”
Hickman’s trunk with the utility_trailer,_according_to_the
report. Hickman’s vehicle was
damaged on its left side and

required a new tire. Hickman remained on scene and
reported the collision. He and
his two passengers were not
injured, according to WRCB.
Despite_hitting_Hickman’s
car,_Wright_continued_and
struck another vehicle before
fleeing into the woods, according to the report. He was later
approached_by_several_Collegedale officers and two Hamilton_County_Sheriff_deputies
and_apprehended on Jan. 11,
according to the Chattanooga
Times Free Press.
After_receiving_information
re g a rd i n g _ t h e _ c h a s e , _ C o l legedale City Manager Ted Rogers_placed_Hickman_on_leave
as a result of certain policies,

according to WTVC. Due to Hickman’s_position_in_the_department,_Rogers_has_requested
that the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office assist with an internal
affairs investigation.
H i c k m a n _ w i l l _ re m a i n _ o n
administrative_leave_as_the
H a m i l t o n _ C o u n t y _ S h e r i f f ’s
Office assists with the internal
affairs investigation, according
to WTVC.
“Right now, we have no comment,” Raper said, on behalf of
the attorney on the case. The
county is doing what amounts
to an internal affairs investigation and it is not appropriate to
comment until it is complete and
reviewed by the City Manager.”

Photo courtesy of the Chattanooga Times Free Press

Collegedale Police Chief Brian Hickman testifies in the Hamilton County-Chattanooga courts building on Tuesday, Jan 23, 2018

SPORTS
Country roads take Mahomes:
Chiefs will win Super Bowl

TB12 to win number 7:
Bucs will win Super Bowl

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

Back to back. Dynasty. That’s
what the Kansas City Chiefs
are chasing Feb. 7 in the NFL’s
55th Super Bowl. The NFL has
not had a repeat Super Bowl
winner since the New England
Patriots accomplished the feat
in 2003 and 2004, led by none
other than Tom Brady.
Kansas City has the makings
of the next NFL dynasty with
Andy Reid as head coach and
Patrick Mahomes at quarterback, signaling the changing
of the guard the league has
been waiting for since the Tom
Brady-Bill Belichick split. Here’s
how they can do it.
Patrick Mahomes. He is,
without a doubt, the most transcendent quarterback talent

the league has ever seen at 25
years old. In his first year starting, the Chiefs were a pre-snap
penalty away from making the
Super Bowl, and he still won
MVP. The following year, the
Chiefs won the Super Bowl.
And now this year, the battle
of the NFL icon and the young
superstar. A 43-year-old vs. a
25-year-old.
The Chief’s innate ability to
score points never ceases to
amaze NFL fans. Trailing after
each playoff game during
last year’s Super Bowl run,
Mahomes and the Chiefs have
proven time and time again
that playing from behind does
not faze them. You can double team receiver Tyreek Hill

for a half, contain tight end
Travis Kelce for a quarter, and
out-coach Andy Reid for three
quarters, but the resilience and
leadership of this Kansas City
Chiefs team never leaves them
out of a game.
This Super Bowl will come
down to line play, a ferocious
Tampa front and a virtually
unstoppable offense build-up
for what we all hope to be an
unforgettable Super Bowl.
Could it be a fairy tale ending
for Brady or another ring for
Mahomes? The Chiefs will outplay the Buccaneers in Super
Bowl 55 and signify the start
of a new exciting, flashy and
young dynasty ready to dominate the NFL for years to come.

The Buccaneers finished 7-9
last season and are now poised
to play for the Lombardi Trophy on Sunday. That’s quite
the turnaround for a team
that returned a majority of the
same players and coaches from
the previous year. One change,
though, can be pointed to as
the most likely reason for their
newfound success.
Last season, Tampa Bay
quarterback Jameis Winston
became just the eighth quarterback (twelfth time it’s been
done overall) to throw for 5,000
yards in a season. He also
became the inaugural member
of the NFL’s 30-30 club, which
means 30 touchdowns and 30
interceptions. That’s a dubious
record to hold as an NFL quarterback and, while not the only
reason, is probably at least partially responsible for why they
elected not to bring him back in
free agency.
Enter Tom Brady. Brady, fresh
off of 20 seasons with the New
England Patriots, was looking
for a fresh start with a team
with weapons to assist him.
Boy, did the Buccaneers fill that
need. Mike Evans is a threetime Pro Bowler, and Chris
Godwin posted 1,300 yards and
a Pro Bowl last season. Throw
in Ronald Jones II, former first
round-picks Leonard Fournette
and OJ Howard, and you’ve
got a deep offense that takes
the pressure off of 43-yearold Brady. Throw in trading
for Brady’s favorite weapon

from his time in New England,
Rob Gronkowski, and you can
see why they were Super Bowl
picks in the off-season.
Add that tremendous offense
to a defense that was first
against the rush last year and
beefed up their secondary this
year, and it’s not hard to see
why they’re in the Super Bowl.
This is as complete a team that
was in the playoffs, evidenced
by good team wins over the
Washington Football Team, the
New Orleans Saints and the top
seeded Green Bay Packers (latter two were road victories).
But the real key here, and
probably the largest reason to
bet on them, would be Brady.
Brady is vying for his seventh
Super Bowl ring, which would
be more than any other franchise has to its name. Even after
shuffling into the fifth seed and
eking out their first win over
the 7-9 Football Team, the Buccaneers are still standing. And
that’s even more proof of something we’ve learned after watching the last 20 years of Tom
Brady’s career: You better have
a really good reason to pick
against Brady in the playoffs.
Brady is 33-11 in the playoffs.
That kind of success is incredibly hard to beat. If you’re looking for a reason that Tampa Bay
is going to win, despite facing
the best team from this season
in the Chiefs, look no further
than number 12.
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OPINION

Panic on campus: Students share their opinions
about Southern’s emergency meeting
Paula Macena
Opinion Editor
On Monday, Jan. 25, at around
1 p.m., the entire student body
of Southern received an email
with the same ominous message: “Southern administration
has called a brief emergency
Zoom meeting for all students
a n d _ e m p l oy e e s _ t o m o r row,
Tuesday, January 26, at 11 a.m.
Please plan to attend.”
Because this email was sent
with_no_context,_many_students_panicked_as they tried
to figure out what this meeting
would be about. This may have
been due to the fact that a little under a year ago when the
pandemic first took a turn for

the worse, we were sent home
in a similar manner — a text
message and email was sent
to us all, telling us to pack up
and go home.
“It was irresponsible of Southern’s_administration_to_use
fear tactics on an already stressed population of students still
recovering_from_the_multiple
traumas_experienced_within
2020,”_said_Isabella_Eklund,
sophomore social work major.
Others seemed to share this
same sentiment. An Instagram
poll_was_recently_done_asking_students,_“Do_you_think
SAU was irresponsible to send

the ‘emergency meeting’ text
without any context?” Out of
50 votes, 86% said “yes.” The
handful of students that voted
“no”_seemed_to_believe_that
administration had good reason to approach the situation
the way they did.
“I feel like it was appropriate
of Southern to send such an
anxiety inducing text so that
the urgency of COVID would
be spread across campus in a
way that students would listen,” said Lynn Deaux, sophomore social work major.
Marie_Rodriguez_seemed
to share a similar sentiment.

“Because it’s an emergency
meeting, if they didn’t call it
one, not that many people
would feel compelled to join.”
H o w e v e r, _ t h e _ 8 6 % _ t h a t
considered_the_administration’s actions to be irresponsible_didn’t find this to be a
good_enough_reason_for_the
unpromising_message_that
was sent out.
“Sending_students_into_a
state of panic is not the same
as giving an urgent alert,” said
Hannah_Scalzo,_sophomore
English major.
Junior mass communication
major Josue Vega also said, “It

caused unnecessary and easily
dispelled panic.”
Overall, although the Southern administration may have
had good intentions — perhaps
wanting to get the message out
as fast as they possibly could —
it ultimately did not achieve the
results that it may have had in
mind. 2020 was a panic-filled
year for all of us, and an email
claiming an emergency with no
context or explanation seemed
to_only_add_to_this_anxiety.
Hopefully,_administration_will
learn from this experience and
be a bit more cautious during
this pandemic.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

RELIGION
God’s master plan: Diversity of talents and passions
Ben Perkin
Contributor
I feel comfortable admitting
that I am terrible at time management. I often find myself
chasing deadlines and completing assignments minutes
before they are due. My head
spins when I walk from class to
class thinking about the things
I should have done yesterday.
Over time, I watched helplessly
as this problem transformed
itself from a minor concern
into a giant towering over me.
To fight this, I tried researching ways to control my time
better, but nothing could help
me. Checklists were useless,
reminders were a nuisance
and self-help YouTube videos
only taught me how to make
my notes more beautiful. I was
stuck. At that point, I knew I
was in need of divine intervention, some sort of inspiration
that did not involve buying
more sticky notes.
Because I felt like I was facing a giant, I first turned to
the story of David. Here was
a situation I could relate to
— perilously high stakes, an
underequipped
protagonist
and seemingly insurmountable odds in the form of a massive, spear-wielding warrior. I
remember thinking, “If David
defeated his giant by facing it
head-on, then I can too.”
However, in the end, David’s
straightforward approach did
not work out. I discovered that
repeatedly throwing myself
against the clock only made
things worse, and I continued to slip farther and farther
behind. I wanted to believe
the Bible had insight to give
me, the cure I so desperately
needed. But despite my best
efforts, doubt began to creep
in. Then, suddenly, without

meaning to, I stumbled onto
the answers I was looking for
in the seldom-read story of a
man named Ehud.
In this story, Ehud, a lefthanded Benjamite, delivers
Israel from the Moabites by
killing their king, an enormously fat man named Eglon
( Judges 3:12-30). While reading this story, I noticed that
Ehud and David are extremely
similar in many ways, the most
noticeable being their calling.
Both men are called to deliver
Israel from foreign invaders
by killing a giant. Of course,
Goliath and Eglon are not
giants in the same respect, but
both are massive from different perspectives.
However, there is one major
difference between them: How
they approached the task of
killing their giants. David approaches Goliath directly, fighting him in an open space with
only a slingshot. Ehud does
things in a more roundabout
way. The Bible says Ehud hides
a short sword under his clothing when he visits Eglon to pay
Israel’s tribute. After making
the payment, he tells the king
he also has a secret message
to deliver. When Eglon closes
the doors to his chambers so
the two of them can speak privately, Ehud kills him.
Reading this story was a
huge turning point for me.
Here were two men who used
incredibly different methods
to achieve the same result: A
defeated giant. After comparing Ehud and David, I realized
I did not have to approach
time management in the recommended ways I had found
online. Like Ehud, I could be
creative. Eventually, through

experimentation, I found that
waking up early in the morning
was the method that worked
for me. Before deciding to
think “outside of the box,” I
would have never considered
early mornings as an option.
Now, even though it can still
be a struggle, time management is less difficult for me. My
assignments are done on time,
and I can walk across campus
without getting a headache.
So, I encourage anyone who
is dealing with an “unsolvable”
problem to try something you
would not normally try. For
a moment, think like Ehud.
Through creative thinking, God
might give you the inspiration
you need to kill your giant.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
Debunking five college myths you’ve probably heard before
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
You always hear it: “College
is where you find your people.”
“Don’t worry, college is nothing
like highschool.” “In college,
your professors won’t let these
things slide.” Perhaps one of
the only highly accurate college stereotypes is the one you
hear about being a “Broke college student.” Needless to say,
many students come into their
college years expecting one
thing — just to end up finishing their first semester saying,
“What just happened?”
So let’s do some debunking.
Here are some common misconceptions about college that
just simply are not true.
1. “Your professors in college are NOT going to let this
slide.” You must’ve heard this
at least once during your high
school experience when your
margin was .1 inch off from
MLA formatting or because you
forgot a period in your bibliography. Most of the time, college
professors don’t have the time
or energy to mark you off for a
petty mistake. In fact, many give
grace for deadlines if you have
a reasonable enough excuse for
a late assignment. Don’t worry
about teachers breathing down
your neck. As long as you’re
honest and pay attention in
class, your professors will recognize your work ethic.
2. “College is nothing like
high school.” Sadly, this one
isn’t always the case, at least
when it comes to the way people act. While college does
bring differences such as more
freedom and the ability to avoid
certain crowds, there are a lot
of people who carry their high
school habits into their under-

grad years. Don’t be surprised if
there is still drama or if you hear
petty rumors. Unfortunately,
being in university doesn’t
mean that people have outgrown their childish behaviors.
3. “Don’t worry, you’ll find
your crowd when you get to
college.” For some, this statement isn’t something to be
debunked. You very well might
have found a few people you
have clicked with and can see
yourself carrying a relationship
with through to graduation.
And if so, that’s great! However, sometimes you don’t find
your people until you’re working in your field and instead
find yourself grinding away at
studying while in college. Take
it from me. Before I came to
school, I had no problem making friends. I had a relatively
drama-free high school experience with very close friendships. Fast forward to college,
and I have found it very difficult
to find those who prioritize the
same things that I do or share
the same values and interests.
I read this one quote the other
day that helped me immensely,
and it says, “When your priorities are balanced, your success
will look different.” Don’t compromise your values or priorities to fit in with a crowd you
don’t actually click with.
4. “Be prepared to get no
sleep!” A year ago, I would
have agreed with this one.
Between having a job, being a
reporter, running a business
and taking 16 credits, sleep
was not something I got much
of. But after burning out and
spiraling back into bad habits
and thought patterns, I realized

how much sleep deprivation
was damaging me. Now, I get
at least seven to eight hours
of sleep per night. If I don’t, I
am way less motivated, less
focused and less productive.
Prioritizing getting a full night
of sleep will save you from the
mental exhaustion of trying to
retain anything during the day.
Staying up late is not worth it,
and that’s not even considering the importance of sleep
for your health. Honestly, you’ll
most likely end up getting less
done than you would otherwise
by skipping out on your eight
hours.
5. “Don’t worry if you haven’t
had any luck finding someone
before; there are so many
options at college!” Maybe you
held the expectation that going
to college would open the door
into the pool of potentially eligible significant others. Maybe
in high school you had a couple
awful experiences that turned
you off to dating. Or maybe
you completely held off from
dating before college because,
“What’s the point?” I hate to say
it but… college isn’t much better. Healthy relationships only
come from working on yourself
and growing as an individual.
Your location does not matter
if you’re not in a mental space
that is capable of being a part
of a mature partnership. While
college might give you more
freedom and more options, it’s
not necessarily going to give
you the maturity. However, it is
a great place to start working
on yourself!

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Amy Dias Noguiera

Leroy Cox

Samantha Schmidt @littleschmidt99
All teachers doing online classes deserve gaming setups with
multiple monitors

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
I rate how good my day will go based upon how easy it is for me
to put my SAU wrist band on. Today will be a good day

Abby Hansen @ahbeegaEEL
nothing like getting a “we need to talk” text from my university
amy_karolyne I don’t care about my frizzy hair
-Shameless Maya #SAUlife

Tais Bautista @april_2199
I was in my zoom class and I tried jumping on my bed into class and
they all saw me fall off

Kimberly Cuevas

leesmoove One love, one heart, one destiny
#SAUlife

Raul Ramirez II

Natalie Boonstra @kim_escobedo
When someone’s been driving behind me awhile during the day: oh
cool they must be going to the grocery store too
At night: who is this person and why do they want me dead

Samuel Kumendong @samm_ek
Weekly reminder for all you college students out there to schedule
your next mental breakdown

kim.c0905 “Hoy Me levante contento, hoy me
levante feliz” - Bad Bunny #SAUlife

Congratulations @melgar_aa!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Erick Flores

raulremirezll My friend here Justin… He’s cracked
at fortnite my guy @merissa.erb #SAUlife

Adele Uta

Kevin is starving after a long week of
classes and is headed to Chick-fil-a.
Find him in this issue to recieve a

$10 Chick-fil-a Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
i.am.sam.13 Check back and see if we’re all
still smiling in about two months… #SAUlife

adeleuta Welcome to @morganmnash’s backyard
#SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Check out our new website!

Today 3
27-46

www.southern-accent.org

Southern Union Camp Recruiting

Thursday 4
Friday 5
30-48

Southern Union Camp Recruiting
6:13 PM – Sunset
6:30 & 8:00 PM – Vespers: African American Heritage: Troy Brand, Tent
8:45 PM – AfterGlow, Church South
Atrium

Sunday 7
16-36

Super Bowl Sunday!
11:00 AM-3:00 PM – Cave Open, Student
Park
6:00 PM – Super Bowl, Game will be shown
in the Dining Hall, the pizza will be provided.
There is a 150 person capacity so first come,
first serve.

Southern Union Camp Recruiting
Financial Aid Releases begin
11:00 AM – Critical Conversations –
Slave Food Project, Part 1: Dr. Eric
Walsh & Dr. Columbus Batiste, Online
12:00 PM – Southern Sophomore
Success

Saturday

45-52

6

9:00 AM – Connect, via Facebook Live & 28-52
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 AM – Adoration: Tory Brand, Adoration
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:00 AM – Merge, Live in Lynn Wood Hall
11:45 AM – Renewal: Troy Brand, Renewal Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
1:00 PM – Merge, Live in Lynn Wood Hall
3:00-5:00 PM – Mental Health Seminar, Live in
Sanctuary
6:00 PM – Evensong, Virtual
6:14 PM – Sunset

Monday 8
Non-Southern Union Camp Recruiting

Tuesday 9
30-43

Last Day for 80% tuition refund

25-36

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|3

Saturday |6

Hosea Whitt

Jason Chung

Chris Barrera

Monday |8

John Greer

Brittny Desvarieux

John Burdick

Angie Luna

Luke Hickman

Joy Burdick

Thursday |4

Jillian Hughes

Abby Choi

Jayleen Alcantara

Karissa John

Chey Cookenmaster

Natalie Jensen

Noor Madanat

Monrandel Depasupil

Luis Sanchez

Jaelle Olmedo

Raiden Eastland

Marizelda Tomas

Stella Souza

Jamie Pressley

Friday |5

Sunday |7

Theodore Rogers

Jenny Chung

Courtney Borne

Cesar Saldivar

Sabrina Lopez

Britney Dixon

Laura Strothman

Robert Moore

Makenna Lunde

Tahliah Thomas

Jennisha Patel

David Perez-Delfin

Abigail Soto

Jordan Quijano

Paul Wear

Jared Stoia

Tuesday |9

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OUTDOOR
EDUCATION

Kids learn better outdoors
Research shows it. You know it from experience.
Now, get the degree that lets you do it better.
Southern advantages
Designed for classroom teachers and outdoor
professionals right here in Chattanooga at Southern
Adventist University. An entire MSEd in three
semesters (choose a summer
or winter/fall sequence). Also available: professional
recertiﬁcation credit in math, language arts, science,
and social studies using the outdoors as a learning
laboratory.
Winter and Summer cohorts available!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

Collegedale News| 5

Opinion | 6

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

New community space added

Intramurals in the age of
COVID-19: Is it safe to play?

My cup runneth over: God
working through our emptiness

College friendships: Put your
energy where it matters

to the Commons

February 10, 2021
Collegedale, Tennessee
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A time to mourn: Students and faculty Counseling
share their stories of grief and loss
Services
addresses
loneliness
with
"Connection
Week"
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

Christina Coston
Managing Editor
Jeff Kern, a junior mass communication_–_photography
major,_was_scrolling_through
Instagram when he learned his
friend had passed away. He saw
numerous pictures of the person
and initially thought it was his
birthday. However, after reading
a caption, Kern discovered that
his friend had died. He struggled
with the loss and described the
news as "devastating."
"I can say it's one of the worst
feelings I've ever felt," Kern said.
The number of students seeking counseling due to grief has
increased since last year, according to Counseling Services Coordinator Tiffany Bartell.
"It is higher this year because
of COVID,” Bartell said. “People
have lost a lot, and some people have lost family members
due to COVID.”

However,_COVID-19-related
losses are not the only reason
individuals may experience grief.
According to Bartell, some other
causes of grief may be from the
loss of a pet, a lost job opportunity or an atypical beginning to
college. In some cases, individuals
on campus have lost loved ones
due_to_non-COVID-19-related
tragedies and sudden death.
"It can be a reaction to a variety of situations and circumstances," Bartell said.
Students_are_not_the_only
ones_on_campus to experience
grief._As_reported_in_a previous
Accent_article,_Vice_President
for Student Development Dennis Negrón lost his son, Zach, a
first-year student at Southern,
on Dec. 17, 2020.
Negrón told the Accent in an
interview that he received a call
from his wife, Jennifer, asking

Administration answers
follow-up questions after
COVID-19 Town Hall
Taylor Dean
News Editor
On Feb. 3, Southern students
joined President David Smith,
other administrators and University_Health_Center_(UHC)
personnel_in_a_virtual_town
hall meeting. According to the
email invitation, the purpose
of the meeting was to provide
an open platform for students
to ask questions about “Southern’s prospects of remaining
on campus this semester, clarification on the one-week timeline, our campus contingency
plan, COVID-19 accountability,
class attendance expectations,
enrichment credits and more.”
After the town hall, the Accent
reached out to administrators
and the UHC for further information_and_clarification_on
areas_that_piqued_students’
interests. Senior Vice President
for_Academic_Administration
Bob_Young, Vice President for
Advancement_Carolyn_Hamilton and UHC nurse practitioner
Dorinda_Harriss_consulted
together to provide answers to
the following questions.
At what point will the quarantine capacity percentage

start to raise eyebrows and
call for an evaluation of the
next steps?
At 50% capacity, we certainly
start to look more at prevention,_communication,_additional_capacity,_etc._Our_goal
continues to be prevention and
vigilance. At the same time, of
course, we do have contingency
plans that are ever-evolving as
the situation changes. At 80%
capacity, we then evaluate available space for quarantine. If we
were to reach 90% in the men’s
or women’s area, we then start
to implement more contingency
plans. Prevention still remains
the first line of defense. Isolation tends not to require as
much space as quarantine.
President Smith said he is
unsure of the actual average,
but said that there's probably
at least five to eight students
put in quarantine per every
positive_student_COVID-19
case. What is the actual average of quarantined students
per positive case?
Regarding_average_exposure_numbers,_we_don’t_have
See Q&A on page 3

It's okay to
feel bad. You're
not going to be
on your A game.
It's okay to need
some time. This
is wretched —
it's rotten. It's
okay to be angry
with God, like
Job — as long as
you don't stop
trusting.
if_he_knew_of_Zach’s_whereabouts._The_couple_tried_to
contact Zach by phone, but he
never picked up.
Jennifer_decided_to_drive in
search_of_Zach,_and_she_soon

saw a traffic jam on the interstate. She wondered if Zach was
involved in the accident, and she
got as close to the scene as possible. When she asked if her son
had been involved in the crash,
she was told to call 911. When
she called, the dispatcher said
police would come to meet her.
The police later confirmed
Zach's death and, according to
Negrón, it was the beginning
of a "nightmare." Negrón said
the family is still grieving and
some days are more difficult
than others.
"There_are_good_days_[and]
bad days,” he said, before adding:_“Actually,_most_days_are_a
mixture of good and bad.”
Negrón_said_grief_counseling
has helped him cope with his loss.
"That's probably the best thing
we're doing right now,” he said.
See GRIEF on page 3

In anticipation of Valentine’s
Day,_Southern’s_Counseling
Services is hosting a new event
titled, “Connection Week.”
T h e _e v e n t , _ w h i c h _ r u n s _
Feb._8_through_Feb._11,_will_
have_different themed days.
Tiffany_Bartell,_Counseling_
Services_coordinator,_is_in
charge_of_the_event_and_will
speak for two seminars.
“Connection Week was born
out of the feedback we’ve been
getting_from_students_this
semester_and_last_semester,”
Bartell_said._“[Students_have]
been feeling increasingly lonely
— some_of_our_freshmen are
having a hard time making new
friends coming to campus.”
To address this issue, Bartell said Counseling Services
wanted to create an event that
connected people through the
celebration of both friendships
and romantic relationships.
“We_picked_this_particular
slice_of_time_because it’s the
week before Valentine’s Day,”
Bartell_said._“And_on_Valentine’s_Day,_we’re_thinking_of
connecting romantically. [Connection Week] has a little bit of
a different emphasis, but it’s
a great lead-in for Valentine’s
Day weekend.”
The first part of the event
occurred Monday. It was titled
See CONNECTION on page 3

IT creates new program for
attendance and contact tracing

Photo by Stephen Ruf

Taylor Will scans QR code to mark his attendance in class. This Semester Southern introduced the Attendance Tracking System to help with contact tracing in campus.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter
Southern_is_using_a_new
program_to_help_with_attendance-taking and contact tracing.
The_program,_called_Attendance_Tracking_System_(ATS),
was developed by Herdy Moniyung, director of Informational
Technology.
According to Director of Online
Campus Gus Martin, ATS, which
utilizes_a_QR_code_to_record
attendance, is a simple program
that helps professors track attendance and seating.
The_program_was_also_created, however, with the intent

of making contact tracing easier
for the University Health Center
(UHC). This helps everyone stay
safe_in_a_more_efficient_way,
according to administrators.
According_to_Martin,_since
switching to ATS, the UHC has
been able to reduce the contact
tracing process from minutes,
and sometimes hours, to seconds because of its visual system. This has also been helpful
for the Hamilton County Health
Department, which according to
Martin, is “very happy because
they see the effort” Southern is

making to keep its students safe.
The program took a lot of time
and effort to put together since
the developers had to not only
code the program, but also take
imprints from every classroom
in order to develop the digital
map, according to Martin.
Although_Martin_considers
this_program_to_be_relatively
easy_to use, he acknowledges
that not all professors choose
to use it in their classes — many
due to the amount of changes
they have had to adapt to in the
See ATS on page 2

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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ATS

continued from page 1
past year.
“ATS is simple and straightforward, but professors are not
required to use it,” Martin said.
“Some professors need more
assistance, which is why they
still use eClass.”
In order to assist faculty with
the_program’s usage, a video
was_recently created and distributed to all professors, showing them how to set up the program and use it.
The_program_is_also_available,_in_some_capacity,_to
teacher_assistants_who_are_
granted access by their supervising professors.
According to Martin, one of
the advantages of ATS is that
it_does_not_require_a_seating
chart,_which_allows_students
to sit wherever they want each
class period.

Since switching
to ATS, the UHC
has been able to
reduce the contact
tracing process
from minutes, and
sometimes hours, to
seconds because of
its visual system.
“Technically you don't need
to assign a seat,” Martin said.
“It_doesn’t_matter_where_you
sit because the system knows
where you were. And, since it
is visual, you can easily view
who’s around.”
ATS has also taken into consideration instances in which
students might have shared the
QR code with students who are
not in class. To prevent this, the
QR code changes every class
period, and can even be deactivated every few minutes if the
professor sets a timer for how
long a particular QR code can
be displayed.
Martin emphasizes the importance of being honest when it
comes to attendance.
“It ’s_not_just_about_your
grade,” Martin said. “If the student_body_is_not_honest,_they
are_putting_everyone_around
them at risk.”
Another feature of the program intended to protect students is its privacy rights. Currently,_only_selected_staff_at
the UHC have access to view
where students sat during their
classes.
Martin_hopes_that_ATS_will
re m a i n _ S o u t h e r n’s _ _ a t t e n d a n c e - t a k i n g _s y s t e m _ev e n
after COVID-19.

Landscape Services begins
new phase of spring planting

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter

Photo by Lila Odhiambo

Sergio Bonilla, sophomore construction management major, works with landscaping services to clear the
pathway. Landscaping is currently preparing for spring planting.

Victoria Mills
Staff Writer
Seeds and plants are beginning to arrive at Southern’s
Landscape Services in preparation for spring planting. The
process for planting flowers
and other plants on campus
for the 2020-2021 school year
began during late summer of
last year, according to Landscape Supervisor Todd Wever.
Wever orders the seeds and
plants_online_from_the_Park
Seed_Company_in_Hodges,
South Carolina. The process of
sowing is detailed and specific
to each type of seed.
“Once they sprout, we will
take each individual plant and
put them into individual cells,
which is what we take and
plant around campus,” Wever
said. “We pretty much plant
the same thing every year.”
Alyssia Rich, a senior animation major who is part of the
planting crew, said she enjoys
nearly the whole planting process,_from_planning_where

plants go to pulling them up
when they die.
“The best part is that, typically,
Todd will give us freedom for what
color of flowers to put where, or
like the pattern we want to put
them in,” Rich said.

The best part is
that, typically,
Todd will give us
freedom for what
color of flowers
to put where, or
like the pattern
we want to put
them in.
Wever said
the process
was not always this seamless.
Since 2006, he has tried many
different plant combinations,
eventually discovering what
worked and what did not for
spring planting.
“Every year, I was constantly

tinkering and playing with it,”
Wever said.
When he first began working
at Southern, Wever inherited
what the person before him had
ordered instead of ordering the
plants and seeds himself.
One of the seeds was for a
plant called Celosia. That plant
self-seeds, meaning it proliferates and spreads very easily on
its own. Due to this process, the
plant was hard to remove, and
landscape workers had to clean
up Celosia plants for years.
“Every year since then, there
are still plants that pop up [14]
years later,” Wever said.
Even with such challenges,
Wever is glad that spring is
coming and Landscape Services will be responsible for
beautifying Southern’s campus once again.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_
corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_
at_accent@southern.edu_or_
reach_us_through_our_social_
media accounts.

floral | event design | gifts
5243 Little Debbie Parkway Suite 109
mon-thu 10am-5pm
fri 10am-4pm

Vol. 76, Issue 14. In the article, "Students voice opinions
on the parking permit system,"
the correct fine issued for students who do not have a permit
sticker is $45.

423.541.6767
blluum.com | @blluum

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
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The_School_of_Social_Work
(SoSW) at Southern has worked
in both the Collegedale and
Greater Chattanooga areas over
the years to help uplift those
communities. In its most recent
project,_the_SoSW_partnered
with_the_Chattanooga_Police
Department. The partnership,
“Enhancing_Law_Enforcement
Response to Victims” (ELERV),
aims to enhance understanding
about the relationship between
local law enforcement and the
surrounding communities and
to address the issues of systemic injustice.
Kristie Wilder, a professor in
the SoSW, works firsthand with
ELERV. The inspiration for the
project came from another partnership, according to Wilder.
“We [the SoSW] were working
with the Family Justice Center,
helping victims of intimate partner violence,” Wilder said.
From_there,_an_interest_in
working with the police began
to_grow._The_five-year_project began by studying victims,
according to Wilder.
“We_studied_how_the_police
department_was_interacting
with the victims, and if they were
using best practices," Wilder said.
"We started with the community,
and it grew into talking with the
cadets in the police academy in
order to gain the perspectives of
those entering the field.”
The SoSW worked with the
police academy in creating a poverty simulation, which all new
cadets must go through before
graduation. The SoSW currently
facilitates the "Shared Responsibility" simulation.
On Oct.12, 2020, the first part
of a seminar was hosted via webinar by the SoSW and included a
panel of educators, police and
clergy addressing issues of systemic injustice. The webinar is
available for viewing online.
According to the SoSW website, “The virtual conversation
highlighted the shared responsibility for all, especially Christians, to be a part of the change
necessary for community healing and restoration._The_conversation_also_emphasized_
the_five-year_collaborative
research efforts of the_Chattanooga_Police_Department_and
the School_of Social Work.”
Currently,_the_Chattanooga
Chief_of_Police_wants_more
research done for this project,
according to Wilder.
“We were invited — myself and
the victims service coordinator,
by the IACP to be contracted as
consultants for other agencies,”
Wilder said.
The_SoSW_is_preparing_to
expand_in_virtual_presentation
to_other_police_academies_in_a
couple of weeks.
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For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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continued from page 1
that_calculation_currently._
Because the number can vary
so greatly, a straight average
isn’t_necessarily_a_meaningful_number anyway.
Is there any class (FR, SO, JR
or SR) in particular that is contributing significantly_to_the
quarantine/COVID-19_case
numbers?
Administration’s_reports_do
not break down the numbers
by class standing. We have no
reason to believe that this is a
class-standing matter. [We] can
say that no particular group is
to blame. This is an individual
matter. We have been told by
the_University_Health_Center
that the primary mode of transmission on campus is between
friends_within_friend_groups.
This means that friend groups
need to be careful to follow university guidance to avoid exposure and potential illness.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Top: Tiffany Bartell holds cards that will be given out to students during Connection Week. Connection Week
is a project by Counseling Services to address the needs of students who are feeling lonely this school year.
Bottom: Card and stickers for Connection Week.

CONNECTION
continued from page 1

"Take Two" and involved using
“ H a p py _ C o n n e c t i o n _ We e k ”
cards_for_students_to_write
notes and give them to friends,
along_with_coaching_cards
which featured tips on coping
with loneliness.
Tuesday_was_focused_on
"Celebrating Connection" and
featured a special 7:30 a.m.
morning_meditation_where
Tiffany_Bartell_spoke_about
connecting in a disconnected
world. Additionally, Tuesday’s
events were accompanied by
an_Instagram_challenge_to
post about a significant friend,
and the day concluded with an
8 p.m. dorm worship on the
science of loneliness.
Wednesday_will_focus_on
"Disconnect_to_Connect,"_a
challenge aimed at spending

one hour talking to someone
with phones turned off, and
then posting about the experience on Instagram.

I hope that
there’ll be
a couple of
takeaways;
one would be
how incredibly
essential
connection is
to your mental
health.
The week-long event will
conclude Thursday with "SelfLove," where students can post
on Instagram about a self-care

activity they participate in.
“I hope that there’ll be a couple_of_takeaways;_one_would
be_how_incredibly_essential
connection is to your mental
health,” Bartell said. “You know,
we talk about exercise, we talk
about sleep, we talk about eating right, positive thinking —
but we need each other, we
need to connect…"
Bartell said it can be difficult
for_new_students_to_connect
but there are opportunities for
students to do so like joining
clubs and LifeGroups.
To participate in the online
challenges,_follow_Counseling_Services_on_Instagram
at_@saucounseling for more
information.

President Smith mentioned
that_quarantine_numbers
are released to certain “entities” and said administrators
have and possibly will consider again making it public
to everyone. But there's hesitancy as the numbers can be
misleading. How can quarantine numbers be misleading
to parents and students?
Quarantine numbers require
interpretation and understanding of our contingency plans to
get the whole picture. The quarantine_number_is_constantly
changing_and_complicated
because it includes both longer-term cases that are in quarantine for exposure and shorter
term for those waiting on test
results — that may only be for
a day or two. What you see is, at
any given time, a snapshot, and
it could go up or down shortly
after posting the number. We
are exploring how best to share
this information meaningfully
on the website.
Does the fact that we’re
testing more than compared
to last semester have anything to do with the rise in
active COVID-19 numbers?
Incentivized testing certainly
leads to catching more cases at
the start of the semester. This
initially increased our numbers.
Current numbers are not from

the focused testing program.
According to the meeting,
we are at a "tipping-point"
with_quarantine_numbers
and COVID-19 cases. Is there
an infectious rate goal we are
trying to stay below?
No, there is not one number
to which we can readily point
which causes a reaction in our
plans. As we work to keep our
campus_healthy,_the_capacity in our residential space to
accommodate quarantine and
isolation students on campus
is certainly a consideration, as
is our staffing capacity to manage the care for those students.
We will take corrective action as
needed because we only have
one overall plan, and that is to
complete this semester successfully and on campus.

Our goal is
to focus on
cooperation,
vigilance,
and working
together—
making
individual
choices for the
good of our
community. If we
continue to do
that, we will be
in good shape.
Administration_encourages
students_to_refrain_from_congregating in enclosed spaces
such as during longer car rides.
However, if students are riding
together, they should be mindful of wearing masks, keeping
the car ride short and opening the windows. Additionally,
those who have questions can
visit southern.edu/coronavirus
and the Student FAQ page for
more information.
“Our goal is to focus on cooperation, vigilance and working
together — making individual
choices for the good of our
community,” Hamilton said. “If
we continue to do that, we will
be in good shape. We all have
the power to keep our learning
and living community moving
forward to a successful end of
semester, and that is what leadership believes will happen.”

GRIEF

continued from page 1
Negrón urges those dealing
with grief not to blame God for
the loss of a loved one. He said
death was not part of God's plan
for this world.
"My faith is strong," Negrón
said. "This was the result of sin,
not the result of God."
In_an_interview_with_the
Accent, School of Religion Professor Stephen Bauer also said
he recently lost his son. Bauer
and his wife woke up on Jan. 4 to
see 20 missed calls. His daughter-in-law_eventually_reached
Bauer to say that his 35-yearold son, Andrew, had died in his
sleep. After hearing the news,
Bauer said, he felt numb.
" I t 's _ o k a y _ t o _ f e e l _ b a d , "
Bauer said to others grieving.
"You're not going to be on your
A-game. It's okay to need some
time. This is_wretched_—_it's_
rotten._It's okay to be angry
with God, like Job — as long as
you don't stop trusting."
Bauer said he finds hope in his
son's faith in God and the promise
of resurrection. He has also found
comfort through listening ears,
especially those of his colleagues.
He encourages others to listen to
those currently grieving.
"If in doubt, be quiet and cry
with them,” he said. “That's often

more effective than words."
Laura Strothman, senior biology – biomedical major, was just
leaving class when her mom
called to tell her that her grandfather had passed away.
"I'd never lost a family member_prior_to_this,”_Strothman
said._“That_was_a_new_kind_of
coping experience I hadn't had.”
After deciding to attend her
grandfather's_funeral,_Strothman_contacted_her_professors
to let them know her situation.
The_professors_responded_by
expressing_condolences_and
working_with_her_on_adjusted
assignment deadlines.
"They_were_all_really_understanding," Strothman said. "... I
felt very supported."
Strothman said the funeral
was particularly difficult due to
COVID-19. Attendees observed
social_distancing,_which_was
hard_for_Strothman_because
she_was_unable_to_physically
comfort_her_family._She_was
especially_concerned_about
her grandmother.
"I didn't want to run the risk of
getting her sick," she said.
Despite the COVID-19 restrictions, Strothman was glad she
attended the funeral.
"It did give me that closure I
think that I wouldn't have had if I

hadn't gone," she said.
Still,_Strothman_said_she
didn't_feel_completely_like_herself during the first_couple of
weeks_following_her_grandfather's death. While dealing with
her_grief,_she_found_comfort
through conversations.

Occasionally, I'll
meet somebody,
and I can tell
from their eyes
that they want to
say something,
but they don't
know what to
say.The best
thing to say is
just, 'I'm praying
for you Dr.
Negrón.'
"I think the thing that helped
the_most_was_knowing_that
other_people understood what
was happening. … Just talking it
out," Strothman said.
Negrón_is_also_thankful_for
those_who_have_reached_out
during_this_difficult_time_and
said_not_to_be afraid to talk to
someone experiencing a loss.

"Occasionally, I'll meet somebody, and I can tell from their
eyes that they want to say something, but they don't know what
to say," he said. "The best thing
to say is just, 'I'm praying for you
Dr. Negrón.'"
To best understand and help
someone_dealing_with_grief,
Bartell_encourages_researching
grief or talking with a counselor.
She also suggests being willing
to adapt to the griever's needs.
This could mean providing a distraction or sitting in silence.
"I think listening, talking less,
being_really_self-aware_of_my
reactions to other people's grief
can be important," Bartell said.
If a student is currently struggling with grief, Bartell recommends stopping by the counseling center.
"Having a counselor, or somebody who has done the journey
before, to walk with you and normalize how you're feeling and
help you figure out where those
emotions are coming from and
what to do with them can be
helpful," Bartell said.
Initially, Kern only told family
and close friends about his loss.
"I didn't post anything on my
social media,” Kern said. “ I try to
be as private as I can about certain things.”

Despite wanting to keep this
event private, Kern wanted to
do an interview with the Accent
to bring awareness to mental
health during a time of grief.
He_said_he_felt_mental_health
for men was often undiscussed
and he wanted to contribute to
the conversation.
"Men_also_go_through_their
own emotional problems,” Kern
said. "I struggled last semester.”
Coping_for_Kern_got_easier
as the_semester went on, but
it was still difficult. He said he
is still struggling with grief and
decided_to_get_counseling._So
far, he said, his experience has
been positive.
"I_recently_started_doing
counseling," Kern said. "... And I
needed that."
Bartell wants to remind students that Counseling Services
is there for them regardless of
what they may be facing.
"No_emotion_or_feeling_or
experience is too small to come
to counseling..." Bartel said. "We
definitely want to be that safety
net_for_students_if_they_have
experienced_something_really
big, like the loss of someone
they love or a pet — those things
that are so important to us."
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VOLUNTEERING
VOLUNTEERING
AS
A
FIREFIGHTER
AS A FIREFIGHTER

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Sophomore nursing major Ashley Johnson volunteers at the local fire department, which is volunteer only. Part of her job is to go around to each truck, inspecting all equipment to ensure that all the correct supplies and amounts are ready for when a call is placed. Depending on the type of call, she and another volunteer who can operate the
vehicle (someone over 21) will use either the fire truck or the medical truck to respond. When there are no calls, and after all of the supplies have been checked, it is not
uncommon for Johnson to do homework.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Johnson takes coworker's blood pressure as part of her job.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Aside from checking the oxygen tank itself, Johnson ensures the integrity of the straps
so it does not fall during a call.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Johnson checks the oxygen bag in the medical bag. Aside from ensuring there are
enough supplies, she must also confirm that all the equipment is working properly.
Photo by Xander Ordinola

Johnson searches through the supply box to ensure the correct amount of items are there.
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New community space: the “Annex” to be added
to The Commons
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
David_Barto,_Collegedale
Tomorrow_Foundation_executive_director, announced via
Facebook on Jan. 12 that the
new addition to The Commons,
located at 4950 Swinyar Drive,
has gone to bid.
T h e _ “A n n ex ” _ i s _ t h e _ o f f i cial name of this new space
until_the_Collegedale_Tomorrow Foundation and the Coll e g e d a l e _C i t y _C o m m i s s i o n
decide on a new name, according to Barto.
“After a year of work, seeing
the_need_for_the_community

room proved over and over
again, the [Collegedale Tomorrow Foundation] Board decided
to ensure that if we were to
build this, we built it right from
the beginning,” Barto said in
his Facebook post.
A c c o rd i n g _ t o _ B a r t o , _ t h e
Annex will consist of a catering
kitchen, community room and
changing_rooms._The_detached, 4,100-square-foot addition will be on the northside of
Founder’s Hall.
“We always knew we needed
a_kitchen_for_Founders_Hall,”
Barto said. “But in the beginning,_we_had_no_way_to_get
a_sewer_easement_across the
adjoining property to the south
to get sewer access. The new

owners of that property allowed
us to add that easement, so now
we can have sewer.”
According_to_Alex_Reyland,
project_architect_at_Hefferlin
and_Kronenberg_Architects,
t h e _v i s i o n _f o r _t h e _p ro j e c t
started in 2015. Ground was
then broken for the first phase
in 2016, and the Annex was
designed in 2019.
With_the_project_going_to
bid with its contractor, Modus
Build LLC, working in conjunction with EMJ Corporation, the
hope is to start building in
March 2021 and have it completed by October 2021. The
bid is for the contractor’s subcontractors_and_tradesmen,
according to Barto.

“The Commons is an exciting project that provides Collegedale with a great public
gathering space,” Reyland said.
“The vision is that the community can host a variety of events
that celebrate the people and
town they live within.”
A c c o rd i n g _ t o _ Tra c i _ B e n net-Hobek,_director_of_Collegedale’s Parks and Recreation,
Collegedale_has_outgrown_the
two community rooms in the
city’s Municipal Building.
“The_main_goal_of_the_Collegedale_Tomorrow_Foundation_in_developing_The_Commons is to build community.
The_addition_of_the_Annex
and_the_community_center
included in those plans, meets

n e e d s _ o f _ t h e _ c o m m u n i t y, ”
Bennet-Hobek said. “Christina
[Clark,_recreation_program
s p e c i a l i s t _ a t _ C o l l e g e d a l e’s
Parks_and_Recreation,]_and
I are excited to have another
resource_for_delivering_programs_and_special_events_to
the_residents_and_visitors_of
Collegedale.”
According to Barto, the Collegedale_Tomorrow_Foundation_has_received $1.3 million
from three donors for this addition. If the project goes over
budget, the City of Collegedale
will contribute to make up the
difference. Collegedale Tomorrow Foundation will give $6 of
donor money for every $1 the
city puts in.

Illustrations courtesy of David Barto

Renders and illustrations of the “Annex” at the Commons

SPORTS
Buccaneers ride Brady, defense A shuffle in standings:
NBA season marks big
to second Super Bowl win

change for some teams

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
You just don’t bet against Tom
Brady. Even at 43, his grip on
football’s dominance remains
present. Brady threw for three
touchdowns in an extremely
efficient day, two of those to
his old New England running
mate Rob Gronkowski. The duo
helped give Brady his seventh
Super Bowl and Tampa Bay its
second. The Chiefs failed to
score a touchdown, falling 31-9.
While most of the focus will
go to Brady and what he was
able to do in his 10th Super
Bowl appearance, really it was
the defense of Tampa Bay that
delivered the Super Bowl’s first
home-team victory. Through
three quarters, Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes had
thrown for just 114 yards and an
interception. For comparison, in
one quarter in their previous
matchup, Mahomes hooked up
with Tyreek Hill for 203 yards

and two touchdowns.
What the Buccaneers did
to Mahomes and the Chiefs
hadn’t been accomplished
yet. Mahomes had never lost
a start by double digits, and
the 22-point lead was the largest deficit faced by the Chiefs
in the Mahomes era. They
harassed him all night leading
to one of the worst statistical
games he’s had.
The
Buccaneer
defense
deserves credit for their performance, but the Chiefs can
shoulder a lot of the blame
themselves. They routinely
failed to protect Mahomes all
night, and he was hindered by
numerous drops, two of which
could have been touchdowns.
They committed egregious
penalties at the worst times. A
Tyrann Mathieu interception
was negated by a penalty. A field
goal attempt was turned into a

first down via offsides penalty.
The Buccaneers drove down for
a touchdown in the final minute
aided by two pass interference
penalties. The Chiefs had 95
penalty yards in the first half, a
Super Bowl record.
The Chiefs couldn’t get out
of their own way. And even
when they managed to, they
couldn’t get out of Tampa Bay’s
way, either. Brady and Co. had
their way almost all night, save
for their first two drives. The
defense was swarming, rarely
letting receivers get open and
rarely giving Mahomes any
time to throw.
In what was supposed to be
an exhilarating matchup, the
Buccaneers dominated all night
long. It was fitting that on the
Chiefs’ final drive, it ended with
a Devin White interception.

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
The NBA has changed quite
a bit since the bubble. The
biggest difference since the
2020 playoffs lies with the
Miami Heat.
The Heat ended the year
going to the Finals and losing
to the Los Angeles Lakers. Now
to find the Heat, you’ll have to
scroll down to the 12th seed in
the East. A 9-14 start is not what
most expected of the cream of
the Eastern conference crop
from just a season ago.
Three teams trying to make a
name for themselves in the playoff race this year are the Atlanta
Hawks, Charlotte Hornets and
the New York Knicks. These
three have been notorious for
struggling in the regular season
with little to no chance of making the playoffs every year.
This year, though, things are
different. Filling out the last
three spots of the top eight
in the East, these underdogs
have a real chance of snatching a playoff berth for the first
time in a while.
At the top of the East, we
find the Philadelphia 76ers,
followed by the Milwaukee
Bucks and the Brooklyn Nets.
Philly came out of the gate
sprinting with 17 wins. Finally,
they seem to be meeting
expectations from the “Trust
the Process” they enacted so
long ago. It really feels like it
could be Philly’s year.
Joel Embiid has been performing at an incredible level
that, if continued, might just
land him an MVP. The Bucks

had a slow start but seem to be
trending up. In weeks to come,
expect them to make a run
on stealing that number one
seed from the 76ers. Another
team that could easily jump to
first is the Nets, who seem to
almost be breaking the rules
with such an effortless offense
attributed to three All-Stars in
Kevin Durant, newly acquired
James Harden and Kyrie Irving.
Shocking no one, the Lakers have been on fire to start
off the year. LeBron shows no
sign of slowing down plans to
get back-to-back championship rings. The true shock is
that the Lakers are not at the
top of the West. That spot
belongs to none other than
the Utah Jazz. With 19 wins
and only five losses, they have
the most wins and fewest
losses in the NBA.
This is new territory for Utah.
Normally a middle-of-the-pack
team, the Jazz are on a tear, and
it’s no fluke. The Jazz play great
team basketball with a formula
that has put them at number
one in a stacked conference.
Only time will tell. But for
now, just enjoy seeing new
faces at the top.
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OPINION
Intramurals in the age of COVID-19: Is it safe to play?
Freedom is found on
Intramurals: the ultimate
the court
super-spreader
Harold Carvajal
Contributor
COVID-19 has changed the
way of life for people all over
the globe. With the cancellation
of many events last semester
and the removal of worship
credits, as well as a change in
attendance policy, Southern’s
campus culture has been forced
to endure a dramatic change.
For this semester, credits have
been reinstalled, attendance is
now tied to grades and events
are occurring more normally
than they were last semester.
Some of these sports require
contact with others or, at the
very least, being near others.

Kalista Cartagena
Contributor
This lack of social distancing
can possibly allow for COVID-19
to spread among players and
teammates and then to roommates who these players will
eventually go back to. The prevention of an audience being
present also takes away from
the morale and necessity of
those playing, as many know
that the fun in sports comes
from playing in front of friends
and people who cheer you on.
If even just one player has
COVID-19, all team members
and those participating might
need to quarantine due to expo-

sure through contact. Overall,
it seems like an unsafe and
unnecessary practice for the
time being.
Being a student at Southern for the past three years, I
realize that intramurals are an
important aspect of Southern’s
campus culture, and that many
students bond over the chance
to play their favorite sports
with their friends and acquaintances. However, if we want to
stem the spread of this virus
and the increase in cases, then
we need to put a hold on intramurals.

I n t ra m u ra l s _ i s _ a _ s p o r t s based_program_designed_to
give every student the opportunity to be active and social.
It creates unity among the student body and allows us to utilize our passions.
Personally,_I_have_always
been_very_active_and_competitive. It gives me a form of
escape and allows me to release
stress and anxiety. A basketball
coach once told me, “Freedom
is found on the court.” We all
have our passions that make
us feel so alive.
For some, it is music, writing
or creative expression. For others, it’s lifting heavier or running faster. It’s so important
that we let out our pain and
not let it consume us. So many
students struggle with mental health because they feel
trapped in a cycle of emotional

and mental stress. Intramurals
provide opportunities for students to find a healthy escape.
By taking the proper precautionary measures, I believe that
we can safely compete in the
intramurals program. We still
risk getting COVID-19 because
we are expected to attend class
and obtain enrichment credits.
Those who participate in intramurals are aware of the risks
and_have_the_responsibility
to act in accordance with the
COVID-19 safety guidelines.
Sports doesn’t just affect our
bodies, it enhances our minds
and fuels our souls. It gives us
freedom from our mental pain
and_release_from_academic
stress. Our passions will always
be an escape. And for most of
us, that escape is what makes
us feel most alive.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

RELIGION
My cup runneth over: How God can use us despite our emptiness
Jamie Henderson
Contributor
Have you ever felt empty?
Like no matter how much you
long to be filled, your cup will
never overflow?
I heard an illustration recently
that I have not been able to get
off my mind. I would like you to
imagine it with me.
Imagine that you are a cup,
your immediate friends and
family are a saucer beneath
you and their friends and families are a plate underneath
them. Now, imagine that the
Holy Spirit is a pitcher full
of water, and that pitcher is
poured into the cup until it
overflows and fills the saucer,
which then overflows and fills
the plate and so on. Sounds
pretty nice, right?
When I first heard this illustration, I really enjoyed it. It
made a lot of sense and was
easy enough to understand.

However, it was what the presenter said after the illustration that caught my attention:
”Just like the cup overflows
into the saucer, we cannot fill
others with the Spirit until we
are full ourselves.”
I pondered this idea for the
rest of the day, wondering
what it was about this statement that felt so wrong to me,
until I realized why I disagreed
with this sentiment.
Although I know this was not
the intention of the speaker,
the idea that they proposed is
a dangerous one — the idea
that we cannot bring others to
Christ until we are completely
filled with His Spirit. This belief
will ultimately do more harm
than good because it tells us
that we need to be perfect
before God can use us — that
we need to be at our absolute

best in order to make a difference. I know I never feel like I
have reached this point. I feel
like I am always trying to be
better and never quite hitting
perfection, but I know that this
does not stop me from working for God.
Last summer, my friends
and I decided to start a Bible
study group because we were
so overwhelmed with everything going on in our lives. I
can almost promise that all of
us were glass-half-empty analogies at that point, but we were
determined to get together
and grow in Christ.
In keeping with the metaphor, it should be impossible
for a bunch of empty people
to help fill each other up. But
ever since we started meeting,
all of us have experienced an
influx of spiritual growth and

fulfillment. It is as if we became
one cup, combining our halffull attitudes and inviting the
Spirit to help us overflow into
those around us.
What would have happened
if we had all waited until we
felt like we were enough on our
own before we came together?
What if we had waited until God
came to each one of us and
said, “Ok, you’re ready now!”?
I believe God called us
together at the time when we
were at our lowest so that we
could finally understand what
it means to be filled. It’s to be
surrounded by people who care
about us and want to see us
succeed in finding God as much
as we want the same for them.
One of my favorite sayings is
this: God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the called.
Just think of all the people God

used throughout the Bible:
Abraham was old, Rahab was
a prostitute, David was a murderer, Peter denied Him, etc.
Why would God need to wait
around for us to be perfect
when He’s never needed that
from anyone in the past?
Romans 8:28 says, “We know
that in all things God works
for the good of those who love
him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” (NIV)
It was true when it was written and it still holds true today.
If we follow God and do what
He asks of us, we will never
have to worry about whether
or not we are perfect — the
Holy Spirit will continue to fill
us even as we work, until our
cups overflow forever and ever.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org

7 | Wednesday, February 10, 2021

LIFESTYLE
College friendships: Put your energy where it matters
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Before coming to college,
you would never hear me call
myself an introvert. I have
always been the first to talk
to any random person and
make a new friend wherever
I go. I was always the “outgoing one,” and almost everyone who knew me reassured
me by saying, “You’ll have no
problem at school! You make
friends everywhere!”
And that’s exactly what I
believed would happen. I came
in as a freshman expecting to
“find my people” instantly and
effortlessly. It would be an
understatement to say that I
was disappointed.
(I want to note that my
experience making friends in
college is very different from
many other students. Very
often, students come to college and find friendships that
are more real and intimate
than they have ever experienced before. If that is the
case, that is wonderful. However, it is simply not the case
for everyone.)
I would call my parents
crying, wondering what was
wrong with me. And they
would tell me to wait it out. If
I continued to be myself, they
said, the right people would be
drawn to me.
As my first semester came to
an end, I felt myself spiraling
downwards. I poured so much
energy into comparing my
personal relationships to the
ones of others that I saw. Ones
that I knew nothing about,
except for what they posted
on social media or what I saw
at lunch. I had made a couple
good friends. But for some

reason, I felt myself constantly
comparing myself to those
with big groups who would go
out together. I threw myself
into my classes, into anything
that would distract me from
the loneliness I was feeling.
By second semester, I packed
my schedule so much that I
didn’t have time to think about
how lonely and left out I was
feeling. For three months, I
completely burnt myself out,
barely getting sleep, before
getting sent home because of
the pandemic. Oddly enough, it
was the rest I needed.
While going back home was
tough, I deepened friendships
that truly uplifted me. I realized those were the friendships that provided me with
true, genuine and unconditional love. It was eye-opening
in the sense that I was attaching value to the wrong thing.
I also realized how ungrateful
I was being for the few genuine friendships I had made.
This time away helped me
realize very important truths
about healthy and long lasting
friendships.
1. You shouldn’t have to
change who you are to fit in
with the people around you.
If you find yourself compromising your beliefs or values
in an effort to fit in, you’re
surrounding yourself with the
wrong people. If you can’t
recognize yourself in your
actions or even your words —
and not in a good way — you
may be hanging around the
wrong crowd. You might even
feel exhausted after hanging
out with them. When you’re
around the people who are

truly meant for you, they will
accept you exactly as you
are, the same way you would
accept them for who they are.
2. It’s hard to make friends
with people who prioritize
different things than you.
If you prioritize your sleep,
health and grades, it might
not be easy to find others who
are willing to go to bed at 10
p.m. instead of going out. If
you’re trying to make friends
with people who put drastically more or less value than
you into certain aspects of
life, it can be difficult to match
schedules or lifestyles that
would allow you to actually
spend time together.
3. Life experience plays a
large role in the type of people you spend time with.
People are attracted to what
they know. They are drawn
towards people who have
gone through similar things as
them. While you can be intentional about spending time
with those who have a diversity of backgrounds that contrast yours, that doesn’t take
away from the fact that we
are naturally inclined towards
those with shared experiences.
Especially when it comes to
making friends, if your environment doesn’t have a lot
of those that you can really
relate to, it can be difficult to
feel connected. However, this
doesn’t mean it’s impossible to
make friends. It just might be
a little more difficult.
Making true friendships isn’t
always easy, even if you have
the blueprint for what they
should look like. College is
our time to refine who we are

and tap into the things that
are best for our lives and our
future. Friendships are important. Make sure that you’re
pouring your energy into the
relationships that pour back
into you.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

#SAUlife
Juliana Camacho

Jeff Kern

Camila Oleaurre @camila_oleaurre
Explain to me why we use a guys net in volleyball when half the
guys at southern are either shorter or equal in height to the women

Cesia Trevedan @cesssiaaa
Everything that I have ever learned about the stock market has
been used against my will

Samantha Schmidt @littleschmidt99

s.julianacamacho Behind every strong firefighter

jeff_kern_98 In a world full of fashion trends, I want

This is an incredibly witty and clever tweet that I’m sharing with
my 23 followers because I want attention

there is a medical recruit trying to check their pulse

to remain classic @themichaelmclean #SAUlife

Kara Arnold

Trisney Bocala

Bailey Dubose @bay_what
The feeling of clean sheets is top tier

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra
The day people learn the difference between reply and reply all is
the day society is ready for Jesus’ second coming

karalanelle icy blue #SAUlife

Congratulations @karamichelle_25!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Brian Arvelo

raulremirezll confidence is key #SAUlife

Liamara Garcia-Ciprian

Kevin is looking to grab some extra
supplies for his room. Find him in
this issue to recieve a

$10 Amazon Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
bryanarvelo all my marker dried out cause I
never cap #SAUlife

ligaci Ay se me caen #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Today 10
46-64

Announcements:
Student Association applications are due February 11!
Applications are online! Scan
here for the applications.

7:30 p.m.

Thursday 11
39-52

Founder’s Day
11:00 a.m.

Friday 12
37-48

Basketball Sign-ups begin
11:00 a.m.
6:20 p.m.
6:30 & 8:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

18-32

Valentine’s Day!

www.southern-accent.org

7:30 p.m.

Saturday

13
16-41

9:00 a.m.

Sunday 14

Check out our new website!

-

9:00 a.m.

-

11:45 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:21 p.m.
7:30 & 9:15 p.m.

Monday 15

Tuesday 16
30-41

12:28 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Begin Ordering Graduation Regalia & An- 27-39
nouncements Online, www.cbgrad.com
President’s Day
3:30 p.m.

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|10

Esther Kim

Florence Phillips

Yosemy Chavez

Kiana Oliver

Monday |15

Lori Mitchell

Netanya Phan

Lynn Bridges

Heather Morris

Graciela Smith

Ciarah Clark

Kevin Nathanael

Saturday |13

Lauren Gusso

Jaehyun Park

D’Rayxa Diaz Vega

Shalom Muyunda

Brianna Perdomo

Davy Graham

Javon Sonnier-Sellers

Quinn Pikkert

Natalie Marden

Tuesday |16

Casey Rumambi

Daniel Mihaescu

Ethan Hasibuan

Thursday |11

Jerson Sical

Jonathan Klingbeil

Augusto Araujo

Sunday |14

Elisabeth Sewell

Jasmine Ramirez

Joshua Anderson

TJ Simmons

Adam Reiss

Mani Cho

Jahlon Smith

Friday |12

Jacob Gates

Mariah Tulloch

Daniel Capo

Hanna Helfenbein

Sean Ives

Paula Macena

MASTER’S DEGREE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Learn the Technology That Shapes the Future
Southern’s Master of Computer Science degree puts you
A built-in advantage

Positive outcomes
Position yourself for job growth and enhancement and straight-forward
Financial rewards
Graduates can expect to earn up to an additional $12,000 to $20,000
Areas of study
• Software architecture, engineering and development
• Network security
• Distributed systems – cloud computing
• Embedded systems – small electronics in all new technology
• Algorithms
With careful planning, you can complete a bachelor’s

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

Collegedale News| 3

News | 5

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

McKee Foods property tax
exemption approved by
Collegedale commissioners

SA presidential candidates'
platforms

Focusing on
God's Kingdom

Where is your
dwelling place?

February 17, 2021
Collegedale, Tennessee

Southern Accent
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The student voice since 1926

SJC’s new student-led TV show aims to
"Ignite" difficult discussions on campus

Local
massage
school
offers free
massage
therapy to
Southern
students
Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter

February 11, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

The brand new show Ignite is recorded in the School of Journalism and Communication. The show features Aaron Patterson, Sarah Manuel and
special guests as they discuss ‘ignited’ topics. This week the show featured Professor Alva James-Johnson in a discussion about Black history.

Frank Canizares
Staff Writer
The School of Journalism and
Communication (SJC) launched its
new student-led show, Ignite, this
past Friday, Feb. 12. The 15-minute weekly talk show discusses
issues and solutions relevant to
Southern's student community.
SJC Professor Pablo Fernandez
supervises the production.
“At the moment, there is a
[Southern] newspaper, a radio
station, a podcast and a few
social media accounts on campus, but there is not an SAU TV
show,” Fernandez said. “This is
an opportunity to not only offer
a much needed entertainment
medium to our community, but
also to develop a stronger connection between the SJC and
the student body.”
The_show_is_produced_and
managed_by_the_SJC._Mass
communication and broadcast

journalism majors are involved
and responsible for the creative
process. Aaron Patterson, sophomore mass communication media_production_major,_and
Sarah Manuel, sophomore mass
communication_–_advertising
major, are the show’s hosts.
What_started_as_a_digital
media_class_end-of-the-year
project led to the birth of Ignite
— a show that aims to create
conversations_and_keep_students informed. Patterson said
one of the purposes of the show
is to draw high school students
to Southern.
“The overarching goal is to
keep students informed [about]
what is going on while keeping
them_entertained,”_Patterson
said. “Eventually, we would like
to attract students from high
schools_in_our_local_commu-

At the
moment, there
is a [Southern]
newspaper, a
radio station,
a podcast and
a few social
media accounts
on campus, but
there is not an
SAU TV show.
nity, as well as Adventist high
schools in other states to SAU
through_the_excitement_and
novelty of Ignite.”
Manuel discovered her passion for video creation in 2017,
which led her to create a YouTube channel. She said when
Fernandez approached her with

an idea about producing a student-led show, she was excited.
“When Professor Pablo came
up to me and pitched the idea
of producing a student-led program coming out of our very
own journalism department, I
was ecstatic,” Manuel said.
Patterson_fell_in_love_with
media_during_his_senior_year
of high school, when he and a
friend created a YouTube channel and a TikTok account. His TikTok account, @aaroncpatterson,
now has over 200,000 followers.
Manuel and Patterson are
excited to bring their passions
for media to life with a show that
represents the values and principles of Southern as a whole.
“The goal of Ignite is to talk
about the topics most people
feel_generally_uncomfortable

See IGNITE on page 2

The_Massage_Institute_of
Cleveland (MIC) is offering free
massage therapy for students
on Southern’s health insurance.
In previous years MIC partnered
with Hulsey Wellness Center,
but due to COVID-19 restrictions
the massages are currently only
offered at the institute, rather
than the massage rooms located
in Hulsey.
MIC_is_a_massage_school
located_in_Cleveland,_Tenn.,
about 20 minutes away from
Southern. The school offers a
six-month_training_program
with an 87% passing rate of the
licensing exam MBLEx. Upon
completion of the course, graduates are licensed to practice
massage therapy in Tennessee.
James R. Hogwood, an instructor with MIC, believes that massage is extremely beneficial to
college students on both a physiological and psychological level.
“In college, what happens to a
lot of people is that they understand_all_of_the_lessons_that
they've been taught, and when
they_go through their studies
at home, they're able to answer
every question,” Hogwood said.
“But when they get into the
stressful_[test]_environment,
their sympathetic nervous system kicks in, which causes their
heart rates to elevate.”
See MASSAGE on page 3

University Health Center combats
Baking for Jesus: Miss
Brenda’s Bakery comes to COVID-19 with new resources
the Village Market
Alana Crosby
Staff Writer
A display of home-baked
goods can be found every Friday, from 12 to 3 p.m., at Miss
Brenda’s Bakery in the Village
Market. Along with her team,
Brenda Walsh is working to raise
money for the "Kids Club for
Jesus" ministry.
“Kids Club for Jesus” is a website_filled_with_Christ-centered
content_for_children,_including
on-demand_programs,_crafts,
Bible lessons, recipes, activities
and a feature that ships used
books to children for free.
Walsh is currently looking for a
building for her new ministry to
and is seeking volunteers to help
in the bakery and the ministry.
“It’s not about the money. It's
about the ministry, and that’s our
biggest takeaway because we’re
reaching people and letting them
know what we do,” Walsh said.
Walsh, known to many as Miss
Brenda, is a former producer and
host of Kids Time at 3ABN. Additionally, she has published six
cookbooks, devotionals, an autobiography and the Miss Brenda’s
Bedtime Stories set.
Walsh and her team, which
consists of her mother, Bernie

Micheff;_Mellisa Hoffman, who
is Walsh’s business partner; and
Hoffman’s mother, Pam Knechtel, started the bakery in October
2020. The idea for the bakery
came to Walsh and her team as
they were brainstorming fundraising ideas.
“We_started_thinking_about
the talents that we have that we
could use,” Walsh said.

It’s not about
the money. It’s
about the ministry, and th at’s
our biggest takeaway because
we’re reaching
people and letting them know
what we do.
Walsh’s mother taught her to
bake and cook when she was
old enough to stand on a chair
to reach the counter. Seeing that
Hoffman could also cook and
bake, this brought the team to
See BAKERY on page 2

Friday February 5, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Nursing major Kyle Salas receives a COVID-19 test from RN Ashley Brooks while in quarantine. Southern
has increased testing to ensure the safety of students and faculty members.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
On Feb. 5, Vice President for
Student Development Dennis
Negrón sent an email to students announcing a free triage
service, waived visit fees and
the continuation of free COVID19 testing — all provided at the
University Health Center (UHC).
“Our goal is to eliminate any
financial obstacles for you to
get the health evaluation and

care that you need,” Negrón
wrote in the email.
UHC_Nurse_Practitioner
Dorinda Harriss said the free
triage service was created due
to COVID-19 influxes as an
additional avenue for students
to get help if they feel sick. In
previous years, the deans were
the primary point of contact for
students to report their sick-

ness. However, since the emergence of COVID-19, the UHC
has set up a service for students to directly report illness
to the health center.
“There's_always_a_nurse_on
call._There's_always_someone
that you can get in touch with if
you have to,” Harriss said.
With this semester’s adjustSee RESOURCES on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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NEWS
Female theology
student gets inducted
as a Ministerial Trainee
Miranda Delgado
Staff Writer
Southern’s School of Religion
will host its annual Trainee Induction on Feb. 19 and 20. This year,
only one female student will be
inducted as a trainee in a ceremony where theology majors
are affirmed on their journey to
become pastors. In a primarily
male-dominated_department,
Merissa Erb is one of the five
females majoring in theology in
the School of Religion.
Growing up in the small town
of Mount Horeb, Wisconsin, Erb
became passionate about ministry as a result of starting new
churches with her family. She
grew up believing that she was
being called to share her love for
Jesus with others. As a child, she
had many female role models
who inspired her calling to ministry. The person that impacted
her the most was her cousin,
Pastor Lisa Isensee.
“I grew up watching my cousin,
Pastor Lisa, in active church ministry,” Erb said. “She mentored
me in a lot of ways, and I was
baptized by her. She definitely
influenced me and inspired me
to be involved with ministry. My
family is super supportive of
women in ministry. And growing
up, I never saw it as an issue.”
In some of her classes this
s e m e s t e r, _ E r b _ i s _ t h e _ o n l y
woman. Due to this, she is
sometimes asked to give her
“female” perspective on a given
topic_in_class._Although_Erb
doesn't mind being in a classroom full of men all the time,
she said she occasionally feels

disconnected from the camaraderie that is shared between
the male theology majors.
Erb has learned to stand more
on her own because of the small
number of women in her department and to lean on God as her
“ultimate role model.”
Junior_theology_major_Austin Bates said he enjoys having
classes with Erb.
“[She] adds a lot to all of the
classes I share with her, and I
respect her opinions on things,”
Bates said. “I don’t view her comments in class as ‘a lady’s perspective,’ as our professors refer
to her, but as a human with her
own life experience, walk with
Christ and worldview.”
He said he respects Erb for
seeking a career that is primarily sought out by men and hopes
that the church will be more
open to women in full-time pastoral ministry.
Even with the topic of women’s
ordination circling the Adventist
church, Erb does not believe this
dispute affects the calling God
has given her.
As Erb finishes her sophomore
year, she is trying to figure out
what she will do when she graduates. However, she hopes that
whatever comes her way, she
will be able to face it with God’s
help and guidance.
“I am not sure yet, but I would
love to be part of a ministry that
is unconventional, out of the box
and one that creatively and practically helps people,” Erb said.

Photo courtesy of Brenda Walsh

Mellissa Hoffman (left) and Brenda Walsh (right) sell their baked goods at the VM. Walsh started the business, Brenda's Bakery, as a way to support her ministry.

BAKERY

continued from page 1
the idea of a bakery.
Walsh decided on the name
Miss Brenda’s Bakery.
“I produced and hosted Kids
Time for almost 20 years, and
so I’m known as Miss Brenda
around the world," Walsh said.
"And that’s why we named it Miss
Brenda’s Bakery."
The money raised from the
bakery sales will be used to help
Walsh's ministry, "Kids Club for
Jesus," which Walsh believes provides children with resources for
spiritual growth.
“It’s a huge opportunity to give
children spiritual food who need
it,” Walsh said.
Walsh would love to have people donate more books to be
used for this ministry. The Adventist Book Center (ABC) is collecting used books to be shipped to
children in need. Anyone willing
to donate books can drop them
off at the ABC and say they are
for “Kids Club for Jesus.”
“Right_now,_our_demand_is
bigger than our supply,” Hoffman stated.
Walsh and Hoffman are concerned with the absence of Sabbath schools for children due
to COVID-19 restrictions. They
are adding new programs every

week to try to fill the void left by
the pandemic. The bakery provides an opportunity to get the
word out about the website.

Anytime you
pray about
something and
the Holy Spirit
is leading, you
can expect great
things. That’s
just the truth. I
don’t go forward
doing anything
I haven’t prayed
about. And
I know God
doesn't set you
up to fail.
Some of the products offered
by Miss Brenda’s Bakery are
lemon poppy seed bread, whole
wheat bread, white bread, pies,
scones, cakes and dinner rolls.
The bakery tries to mix things up,
bringing new items to the table
each week.
“I can’t think of anything we
wouldn’t try,” Walsh said.

The bakery offers a wide variety of baked goods freshly made
every Thursday and Friday morning by Walsh and her team in
their kitchens.
“We are super clean in the
kitchen and germ freaks,” Walsh
said. “I am a registered nurse. I
make sure that everything is
spotless!”
Miss Brenda’s Bakery is in the
process of adding display cases
to make their products more
COVID-19 friendly. The bakery
can also accommodate special
dietary needs on request.
Additionally,_they_are_willing to make vegan recipes and
adjust to personal preferences,
like leaving out certain ingredients such as nuts.
The money raised is a blessing, but takes second place to
the team at Miss Brenda’s Bakery. The goal of the bakery is to
spread the news about Walsh’s
ministry so that as many people
as possible can gain a blessing.
“Anytime you pray about something and the Holy Spirit is leading, you can expect great things,”
Walsh said. “That’s just the truth. I
don’t go forward doing anything I
haven’t prayed about. And I know
God doesn't set you up to fail.”

IGNITE

continued from page 1

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Merissa Erb smiles for a picture. Erb will be inducted as a theology trainee during this semester's annual Trainee Induction program. Theology is
a male nominated field and Erb is the only female trainee this year.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_at_accent@southern.edu_or_reach_us_
through_our_social_media accounts.
Vol. 76, Issue 15. The picture in the article, "IT creates new program for attendance and contact tracing," was taken by Xander
Ordinola. The picture in the article, "Counseling Services addresses
loneliness with 'Connection Week,'" was taken by Lila Odhiambo.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

talking about,” Manuel said.
Patterson_said_the_show
will address sensitive topics in
Adventism and Christianity.
“We will be talking about the
LGBTQ+_community,_difficult
questions in both Adventism and
Christianity, racism, a Q&A session with a police officer about
police brutality, and many more
conversations and testimonials
with students from our very own
SAU,” Patterson said.
When_asked_about_Ignite,
Lexi Benardo, a senior mass
communication major and one
of the show’s associate producers, said a student-led production is beneficial.
“I think having a student-led
show helps the audience connect
more,” Benardo said. “Another
exciting thing is the fact that
Ignite [will] showcase students
as guests and participants. That
in itself would want to make you
tune in to see your friends on
the show adding more audience
and more connections.”
The process of producing the
show included things such as

Lifestyle Editor
Elise Deschamps
Editor-in-Chief
Paola Mora Zepeda

Opinion Editor
Paula Macena

Managing Editor
Christina Coston

Religion Editor
Sarah Klingbeil

For any questions, comments,
and article submission
information email us at
accent@southern.edu

News Editor
Taylor Dean

Sports Editor
Zach Roberts

For all advertising
inquiries, email
studentadmgr@southern.edu

Collegedale News Editor
Bailey DuBose

Photo Editor
Xander Ordinola

laying the groundwork and figuring out graphics,_according
to Bernardo, who described it
as a “blessing.”

The goal of
Ignite is to talk
about the topics
most people
feel generally
uncomfortable
talking about.
“I think the biggest thing is
that God has been answering
a lot of prayers,” Bernardo said.
“We have all these goals and
desires,_and He is just really
coming through. I’m hoping it
[will] be a blessing for the students as well as for Southern
in general.”
The_show's_intended_audience is Southern students, but
it_does_not_exclude_the_Collegedale community and other
college-aged viewers that might
benefit from the conversations.

Copy Editors
Megan Yoshioka
Patrick Scriven
Layout Designer
Nickolas Nieves
Web Manager
Timothy Morgan
Circulation Manager
Evarline Ondieki

S J C _ P ro d u c t i o n s _ s t a r t e d
releasing Ignite on YouTube @
School of Journalism and Communication as a main-platform
and on IGTV as a sub-platform.
Snippets_will_eventually_be
uploaded to the TikTok account,
@saujournalism._If_students
want to be a part of the show as
talent, video or audio producers, feature or prop crew, they
can reach out to @ignitesau.

Scan the QR to watch Ignite's
premiere episode

Lead Reporters
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Aubri Dancek
Lesieli Heimuli
Zoe Kanas
Xavier Quiles
Staff Sponsor
Alva James-Johnson

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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continued from page 1
Hogwood said that this reaction, known as auditory exclusionary — or “tunnel vision,” is
extremely common in college
students.
“We go into what we call
auditory exclusionary and tunnel vision, and we end up with
our fine motor skills depleting,”
Hogwood said. “As fine motor
skills go away, we end up owning gross motor skills, which
means only the big muscles in
the body are actually working
properly. If all this is occurring
and the brain is basically shutting down because of this, how
do we answer the next question
on the exam?”
The Accent contacted South-

ern administrators regarding
MIC’s previous arrangements
with the university and students
getting massages off campus,
and the Marketing and University Relations Office released the
following statement: “University
administration altered or discontinued a variety of services on
campus to maximize the health
and safety of our community
during the pandemic. Any time
individuals come in close contact, there is risk of COVID-19
exposure. We encourage students and employees to follow
safety protocols and best practices both on and off campus.”
Massage_therapy,_according
to Hogwood, can activate the

parasympathetic nervous system, which helps a client feel
more calm and relaxed.
“Massages help us to stimulate a parasympathetic response
from the body, which reverses all
of that stress and brings it back
down to a normal heart rate,”
Hogwood said. “A normal blood
pressure allows more blood to
start circulating to the brain
through a process called hyperemia, where we move the blood
around in the body.”
Hogwood_said_massages
often consist of a lot of motion
as clients experience a greater
range of motion while on the
table. The increased blood flow
calms down the nervous system, taking the person out of
a fight or flight mentality. The
breathing techniques that a client learns during the massage
can also be beneficial to practice
during a stressful situation.
“When you sit down to take
a test and use the breathing
techniques that are taught to
you by the therapist,” Hogwood states, “you can calm
your body back down to how it
was during massage.”

February 14, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Premises for Massage Institute of Clevaland (MIC). MIC is offering free
massage therapy for students with Southern's health insurance.

TMC soon to acquire new STEM Hub
Katie Scott
Staff Writer
The School of Education and
Psychology (SEP) is in the early
stages of adding a Science, Technology, Engineering and Math
(STEM)_hub_to_the_Teaching
Materials Center (TMC) located
in Summerour Hall.
Currently,_the_TMC_contains
various teaching resources such
as bulletin board supplies, craft
utensils and curriculum guides.
Kathryn McGrath, TMC Director, said the STEM hub will have
many features, including basic
coding_applications,_custom
t-shirt making supplies and a 3D
printer. This new addition to the
TMC will not require a special
membership. However, it may
include a fee for utensils used.

This STEM hub is made possible by the Versacare Foundation grant. According to Lucas
Patterson, associate director for
administration,_Versacare_primarily aims to help Seventh-day
Adventist institutions financially
for educational advancements.
“[Versacare] covers our initial_set-up,”_McGrath_said.
“But_of_course,_we_will_be
looking_for_additional_funding sources so we can expand
our offerings and stay current
with industry trends.”
SEP Professor Faith Laughlin
cannot wait to see the technological impact that it will have on
the local community.
“Technology is needed more

than ever,” Laughlin said.
In order to optimize the STEM
hub’s limited space, the SEP is
currently evaluating TMC materials for currency and relevance,
according to McGrath. The SEP
will donate some of their items
to other ministries.
However, due to limited space,
McGrath said that they are “in
the process of evaluating the
materials in the TMC for currency and relevance, and items
which have served their useful
life are being donated to other
ministries” in order to accommodate the STEM hub.
M c G ra t h _ a n t i c i p a t e s _ t h e
unveiling of the STEM hub by the
end of this spring.

continued from page 1
ment to the attendance policy,
Harriss said students are constantly calling with symptoms
of congestion or headaches, or
for failed symptom checks with
the concern of missing class.
Last semester, students were
able to miss class due to symptoms or other reasons without
an official note from the UHC,
according to Harris. But now,
the UHC is writing excuse notes
for students who call the triage
line and report their symptoms.
“The difference is people
didn't have to have a note
before,” Harriss said. “So the
only thing that has changed
is that I have authorized [UHC
personnel] to give students a
note to excuse [students] for a
day if they just have one minor
symptom but they don't really
qualify for quarantine. But [students] still need a note so they
don't go to class feeling sick.”
Additionally, UHC fees for visits that are COVID-19 related are
now being waived. Harriss said
the reason stems from two scenarios: The complications that
arise with students who have
private insurance, and those
who don’t have insurance at all.
“Students who have private
insurance have to pay the fees
and try to get it billed through
their insurance,” Harriss said.
“And it can make it really complicated for them, because sometimes they don't get reimbursed
or don't get it figured out.”
While the university requires
all students to have insurance
upon registration, Harriss said
a lot of students do not answer
that question honestly during
the registration process. However, despite the lack of insurance, the university doesn’t
want students to be a health
hazard to the rest of campus in
regards to COVID-19.
“We don't want to create a
problem_for_[students
without insurance],” Harriss said.
“For some people, they had
insurance, and then they lost it
because of financial problems,
and they didn't know what to
do. [There are] different circum-

stances. So instead of making
it a complication, we just said,
'You know what, we're going to
see you and take care of you;
you're our student. We're not
going to worry about who's
going to pay for it.'”
According to Harriss, the fees
for rapid testing kits are also
waived for this semester, which
is a change from last semester
when not many were available.
She added that while the state
of Tennessee provides COVID19 testing kits to the university
for free, the rapid testing kits
were a significant investment.
“We spent a lot of money on

Our goal is
to eliminate
any financial
obstacles for you
to get the health
evaluation and
care that you
need.
getting some of the top-of-theline rapid kits,” Harriss said.
“The state provides us with the
other kits through the local lab
for free, and they're very good.
But sometimes we need a rapid
kit so we can figure out what's
going on with a student.”
Despite the waived fee for a
rapid test kit for Southern students, not every student who
requests a rapid testing kit will
receive one, as certain criteria
must be met beforehand.
“Those rapid kits are only for
certain situations, not because
of the cost, but because we
want them to be accurate,” Harriss said. “Anyone can get a free
test, but the nurse practitioners
decide which test is best based
on [students’] symptoms.”
Harriss encourages students
to reach out when they are feeling sick and receive an excuse
note from the UHC if needed.
The UHC triage line can be
reached at (423) 236-2713.

COLLEGEDALE NEWS

McKee Foods property tax exemption approved
by Collegedale commissioners
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
On Jan. 4, Collegedale commissioners_voted_on_the_first
amendment_to_an_agreement
that would exempt McKee Foods
from some property taxes as part
of the company’s $500 million
expansion project.
The_ original_ resolution
between McKee Foods Corporation, the City of Collegedale and
the Industrial Board of Hamilton
County was first voted on March
18, 2020, by the Industrial Board
of Hamilton County.
On April 6, 2020, Collegedale
commissioners voted unanimously in favor of Resolution
#514, the same as the March
18 resolution.
With the approval of the resolutions, the McKee expansion
project was added to the Hamilton County “Payment in Lieu of
Taxes” or PILOT program.
According_to_the_Hamilton
County website, the PILOT program_allows_larger_companies
and corporations to be exempt
from_paying_certain_property
taxes._The_program_is_handled by three Hamilton County
Boards: The Industrial Development Board of Chattanooga, the

Industrial Development Board of
Hamilton County and the Health
Education and Housing Facilities
Board. The average length of
granted time in the PILOT program is 10 to 20 years.

According
to the press
release,
McKee Foods
is anticipating
creating 480 new
jobs over the
course of this
entire project.
McKee released a press statement in March 2020 announcing
the company would be launching
a large expansion of its Apison
Plant located in the 10800 block
of Apison Pike. Throughout the
duration_of_a_15-year_period,
McKee has agreed to invest more
than $500 million in capital projects. The expansion will include
new production lines and additional investments at its other
Collegedale facilities, according

Mckee Foods Operations on Apison Pike.

to the press release.
Within the first five years of
work, McKee plans to spend
approximately_$225_million,
according to the press release.
Out of that amount $110 million
is set to “more than double” the
current size of the Apison plant
and add the company’s first new
production line.
According_to_the_press
release, McKee Foods anticipates creating 480 new jobs
over the course of the entire
project. The company has also
committed to 125 new jobs
within the first seven years.
Most of the jobs will be primar-

ily manufacturing jobs, according to Mike Gloekler, corporate
communications_and_public
relations manager.
On Jan. 4, during a Collegedale
Commission_ meeting,_ Kurt
Faires, from Chambliss, Bahner
& Stophel P.C., a legal representative of McKee Foods, stated that
McKee will be adding Plant No.
6 and a Wastewater Treatment
Plant in the plans for investment.
This is an amendment to the
original agreement, which only
included Plants No. 2 and No. 5.
“Originally, we thought it was
going to be two facilities in Collegedale,”_Faires_said._“..._But

April 2, 2020 (Photo by Paola Mora Zepeda)

now we’re going to spend the
same_investment_dollars_and
spread them to four places here
in Collegedale.”
This is the fourth major expansion of this facility, according to
the press release.
“McKee Foods is an important
part of Collegedale,” said Collegedale Mayor Katie Lamb. “We
are grateful that the company
has chosen to continue its investment in our city with a significant
expansion of its operations. We
are excited for the new opportunities and the jobs that this
growth will create.”
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LAC N I G H T

February 13, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Joshua Pongstiphon delivers the final flip for the end of the first dancers' sequence. The dance team practiced the routine since October. Tori Waegele choreographed the entire
sequence. “I’m from a Brazilian family, so I got a lot of inspiration from my upbringing,” Waegele said.

February 13, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

The Banderas family celebrates after winning the game show on Sábado Gigante.

February 13, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

"El Sazón," a band made up of Southern students, hypes up the audience with Latin
songs.

February 13, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Performers of the show enjoy the program from backstage.

February 13, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Miss LAC winner Marie Rodriguez curtsies for the crowd after being crowned. Each show
had its own set of contestants. The winner of the second show was Mariana Velasquez.

February 13, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Los Niños follow the first dancers and present their own choreography for the competition. This dance style was influenced by modern hip-hop.

February 13, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Migdalice Ramos, Josh Tumundo and Katherina Chavez sing "A La Nanita Nana," a popular Hispanic lullaby.

SA BA DO
G IG A NT E
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SA Presidential
Candidates’ Platforms

There are three SA positions which require an application: SA
President, Executive Vice President and Social Vice President. All
other positions have to go through an interview process. As of the
editing of this issue, the Southern Accent did not receive the platforms for the Executive Vice President nor Social Vice President
role. Once available, these candidates’ platforms will be posted
on our website.

SA election speeches will take place during
Critical Conversations this Thursday, Feb. 18.
Primary elections will open shortly after the
speeches have concluded.

Juan Carlos Grajales
I feel inspired to mention that
I want to be an integral part
of this campus. To put myself
out there and give students
another choice — a choice that
would fight for them, a choice
that would be there for them,
a choice that will open up the
doors and break down the
walls of prejudice and open up
channels of communication.
To run for president is to run
to be a chain — a chain that
will bridge the gap and allow
the free-flow of information
for all. To accomplish this, I
aim to achieve three things
during my term.
Unfortunately, Southern does
not have the best reputation
of getting information out to
students_in_a_timely_manner
regarding big decisions. Therefore, I would like to work closely
with the Southern Accent to
establish a weekly “report” of all
the meetings and decisions discussed by administration that
would directly impact student

life so that students can always
be well informed and have a
window of opportunity to have
their voices heard regarding
these decisions before they are
concrete and irreversibly affect
student life.
Secondly, I vow to work with
the_elected_Executive_Vice
President_to_restructure_the
SA Senate, and allow for a less
formal sub-committee of Senators that would meet weekly to
directly reach out to students
on campus and bring forward
the needs and ideas that are
not being brought forward by
SA Senate constituent emails.
Lastly, I would like to further
develop_the_Southern_app.
Southern Adventist University
is a campus filled with many
resources available to students,
of which many are free or carry
little to no cost. However, many
students are not aware of these
things, much less know that
they can use them. Southern’s
application needs to be further

developed in order to assemble
everything that is outside of it
into one.
During my last three years
of education here at Southern
Adventist University, I have
been blessed to have a great
experience with our staff,
teachers, student body and
diverse departments. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic,
many things about the Southern experience have changed.
But if chosen, it would be
my honor and privilege to
put the student body before
myself and work in a manner
that would further polish the
work that has been done by
the president’s in the past. To
unite, communicate, and meet
your needs.
Let’s create a campus that
we can be proud of for years to
come. Let’s make the change.

Amy Dias Nogueira
My platform is built on the
principle, “Give Students A
Voice.” Over and over again, I
have seen SA presidents run
on this platform. However,
I want to come with a different approach.
I believe that for this
approach to work, one must
constantly take the “pulse” of
the student body. With this
in mind, I will make running
polls on both my personal Instagram and the SA Instagram
a priority. I will strive to consistently interact and engage
with students to get a true
sense of their needs.
My three main points of
focus will be:
1. Spiritual Revival. I want
to fight for true spirituality that comes from a heart
of love for God and others.
This can be achieved through
bringing good speakers and
evangelists, as well as holding
spiritual retreats on campus,
to bring a real relationship

with God into focus.
I want to see spiritual
well-being that comes from
showing students who God is.
If coercion worked to change
the heart of man, many of our
students would not be using
other vices to fill that Godsize void. I want students to
grow their relationship with
God because of who He is, not
because they are forced to.
2. Give All Students a Voice.
I want to give all students
an equitable voice, because
either we all have the right to
be heard, or none of us do. I
want it to be known that under
my administration, racism will
not be tolerated. I want every
student to feel comfortable
enough to come to me with
their anger, their hurt, their
pain and their fears. I want
the students to know that
their issues will be addressed
and that I will be a president
who will hold administration
accountable for that.

3.
Create a Safe Space
for Women. Sadly, even on a
Christian campus like Southern, women (and even men)
face issues of unwanted sexual advances, broken boundaries and even rape. Even
more distressing is how these
cases have been handled by
administration in the past.
This has led to a culture of
silence, of shame and of fear.
This empowers the strong and
exposes the weak to further
harassment. So, it is my desire
to work with the new team
assigned to the Title IX administration to fight rape culture
on campus. I will not stand
for women or men having to
fight to be believed when they
report sexual harassment, sexual violence and rape.
It is my goal to be not only
a representative of the student
body at Southern, but to be a
listening ear and an empathetic heart. And that is why I
am running for president.

Jhosuet Esten
Southern Adventist University
is a unique place where we’ve
been able to grow and develop
as adults. It is here where most
of us learn what career path we
want to take, and it is where we
make decisions that will affect
the rest of our lives.
Though Southern has been
a home, a safe place and a
great community, there are still
areas in which it can do better.
I believe there are two characteristics we need to address to
make Southern a better place:
Awareness and transparency.
As SA President, I will bring
awareness by teaming up with
IT and Student Development
in order to create a website
that will allow students to see
the projects going on around
campus and how they can be
involved. This in turn will help
keep administration and senators accountable for the projects
that have been approved and
the policies that are in question.
Another change that I will

make on campus is to create
more transparency. As president, I vow to be the bridge
between the student body and
faculty to bring transparency to
you the students. Too long we
have not known where to go
to speak our opinions. For too
long we have not known who
we should turn to in order to
have our voices heard. It has
been enough.
With the help of Studio
4109, I will create a platform
where students can feel free
to express their concerns to
my team and me. This will give
students the ability to make a
difference and make sure that
their voices are heard. Ensuring direct access to the individuals who will listen and act on
student’s suggestions.
Southern Adventist University is a place where God has
blessed many people, myself
included. I would be honored
to have the opportunity to be a
part of that blessing that makes

a difference in improving the
lives of those around me. However, I cannot do it alone.
It is going to take each
and every one of us working
together to truly see change.
We must hold fast onto God’s
promise in Jeremiah 29:11 and
trust that together we will make
Southern’s campus a better
place for us and for those that
are to come.
As Barack Obama once said,
“Change will not come if we wait
for some other person or some
other time. We are the ones
we’ve been waiting for. We are
the change that we seek.”
I sincerely believe this, and
I implore the student body to
take action.
Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I
know the plans I have for you,”
declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope
and a future.”
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Competing thoughts about organized religion
A source of pain for many

A moral compass for us

Kaitlyn Deaux
Contributor

Emily Carvajal
Contributor

Although religion has been a
source of hope and connection
for many, I tend to find more
issues with it than good. These
issues are especially prevalent
in organized religion.
Growing up in the Adventist
church, I was often reminded
by pastors and private school
teachers that we need to spread
Jesus’ message by “loving your
neighbor as yourself.” This
phrase is quoted verbally more
times than it is put into practice.
Today, I observe the effects of
hateful and judgmental Christianity as my own generation
walks away from religion to
seek other sources of community and fulfillment.
I have listened to the stories
of traumatized ex-evangelicals
who felt ostracized from the
church because of the color of
their skin, their sexual orientation, their gender identity, their
political affiliation and so much
more. Too often, individuals

have become the victim of what
Jesus became flesh to defeat.

And without religion, there would
be no hate. There
would be no racism,
sexism, homophobia,
transphobia and so
much more.
There are still some who
search within Christian churches for purpose and healing. They yearn for the Gospel
message to introduce a merciful Savior who promises a better way of life and an eternal
gift of freedom. Instead, these
curious people are judged.
They are told that no matter
what they accomplish or who
they meet, God is the only
thing that will bring value and
joy to their lives; that without
the awareness of the Godshaped hole in their hearts,
they can never be fulfilled.

“Make a commitment to God
today!” yells the pastor.
So, the hurting person makes
a hasty decision for the fear of
missing their last opportunity
or out of guilt for their sinful
nature. They are called selfish
for living their life any differently from God’s divine plan.
They are made to feel worthless and submissive.
Without religion, there would
be no love. There would be no
hope, no future, no purpose, no
community and no grace. And
without religion, there would
be no hate. There would be no
racism, sexism, homophobia,
transphobia and so much more.
Religion has been a source of
pain for me and many others. I
do not believe that there can be
healing crawling back into the
same cage we fought so desperately to get out of.

Religion has been around
since the beginning of this
world’s existence. The concept that there are higher
beings who play an active role
in humanity has been widely
held throughout every era of
society. From the Greeks who
believed in multiple deities to
modern-day Christians who
believe in the Biblical revelation of God, religion plays
a large role in society and in
individuals’ lives. And, while it
can be seen as restrictive, it
provides many benefits.
Though we may not realize it,
religious beliefs help form the
foundation of what we consider
today to be moral. For example,
according to John Hare, a British
philosopher and ethicist, Aristotle was a firm believer that
morality and religion are tied
together. While religion does
not necessarily make human
beings moral, as a society, we
tend to gather moral guide-

lines from religious scriptures
directly and indirectly. While
religion is not the key to being a
moral person, it does provide us
with a basis for how to be one.
Religion is also a way of
building up a community of
like-minded people. People
are able to bond over shared
beliefs. These communities
are especially helpful in times
when a person may be in need
of support or other resources.
For those who lack a close-knit
community, an easy way to find
an overall stable one could be
through a religious group.
Religion also can provide a
sense of hope during tragedy.
In times of grief from losing a
loved one, people often look to
religion for an explanation. In
times of crisis, such as during a
pandemic, people may believe
that a higher being has overall
control and knows the future,
thus providing them with a
sense of peace.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

RELIGION
Focusing on His Kingdom: Having faith in uncertain times
Lucas Bueno
Contributor
In recent months, political unrest and turmoil have
flooded the United States of
America and the world. This
adds to an increasing amount
of intense uncertainty and
grueling stress during these
current times. On Jan. 6, one
of the most shocking events in
the history of the U.S. occurred
as violent insurgents stormed
the Capitol. Horrific events like
these shake our certainty in
our rulers and governments.
We are frightened by the paths
our government could go
down. We feel insecure when
our leaders make decisions
that go against our beliefs. We
wonder what the future will
bring. However, the Bible has
good news and counsel.

Do not be too discouraged by the
failures and conflicts
of the world’s governments. Find rest
and assurance in the
peace and promises
of His kingdom.
The Bible tells us that the
kingdoms and governments of
the world will not last forever.
They bring good and prosperity to the world at times, but
we cannot place any of our
faith in them. There is only one
Kingdom in which we can have
complete certainty and faith.
Governments and rulers will
rise and fall, but the Kingdom
of God is eternal. His sovereignty has always existed and
only it brings true prosperity
and peace. In His reign, we will
have no fear of political unrest
for the old ways of the world
will have perished. How amazing the day will be when we

enter His Kingdom.
However, we can join Christ’s
kingdom even now. As Paul
writes, “He has delivered us
from the power of darkness
and conveyed us into the
Kingdom of the Son of His
love.” Col. 1:13 (NKJV)
By accepting Jesus, His love
and His sacrifice, we become
sons and daughters of the
King. We become heirs to His
Kingdom. And even more amazing is the peace that comes
to our minds when we accept
Christ; this peace extends
beyond all comprehension.
As Jesus says, “I have told you
these things, so that in me you
may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the
world.” John 16:33 (NIV)
It is this very peace that can
help us sort through the strenuous political events that we
have witnessed so far and that
we will witness in the future.
While we must always pray for
our leaders, we must also put
our complete faith in our ultimate leader, Jesus Christ.
As the Bible and its divinely
given prophecies state, the
world will continue to descend
into darkness and turmoils.
Leaders will arise who will
openly defy the truths of God,
His Holy Scriptures and His followers. However, it is especially
during these troubling times
that we must direct our faith,
hope and focus onto Jesus. Do
not be too discouraged by the
failures and conflicts of the
world’s governments. Find rest
and assurance in the peace and
promises of His kingdom.
“But as for me, I trust in You,
O Lord; I say, “You are my God.”
Psalms 31:14 (NIV)

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE
Coping mechanism: Where is your dwelling place?
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Where is your dwelling place?
Where do you find yourself
returning to everyday? This isn’t
necessarily a physical place as
much as it is a mental space.
Through the highs and lows,
what is your first instinct to find
comfort? To find consistency?
This mental space can manifest in the form of thought patterns or behavioral tendencies.
And sometimes, this mental
space isn’t always the prettiest.
This place may be familiar to
you, even if you haven’t actively
thought about it.
Think about the way you
acted the last time you were
so stressed out you couldn’t
get a hold of yourself. What
narrative started in your mind?
What words stuck to you, no
matter how hard you tried to
shake them off? (For example, overdramatic and weak
are some that stick to mine.)
At that moment, what did you
crave? Where did you want to
be? Did you even want to be
anywhere at all? Sometimes, if
we don’t have a healthy dwelling place for these moments;
that is, if we don’t have a
healthy mindset or thought
process, we might find ourselves spiraling downwards.
Lately, when I get stressed
out, I’ve found that my dwelling
place isn’t all that pretty either. I
fall into a mental cycle that tells
me countless lies. “There is no
way out. You’re not doing well.
You have no reason to do well.
Why try at all?” It feels endless.
Whatever I’m doing feels aimless. And, ultimately, I feel completely helpless. And when I am
worried, when I am hurt, that
is my dwelling place. For me, I

try and escape it by watching
a bunch of YouTube videos or
anything that keeps me from
being truly productive. For others, it’s bingeing on Netflix and
hours of TikTok. Often, these
things are escapisms and not
actual relaxation that relieves
us from the stress inside.

But by choosing
to find our dwelling place under
the shadow of the
Most High’s love
for us, we will witness His salvation
from whatever
darkness was lying
to us before.
What I’m about to tell you is
not a “cop-out” coping mechanism. I’m not saying it is easy
to drag yourself out of a dark
dwelling place. In fact, at times
it feels impossible. While I was
figuring out what to write this
article about, I found myself
making my way into this dark
dwelling place. That is, until
my friend shared with me
a devotional she wrote the
night before on where we find
our dwelling places. In it was
Psalm 91:9-16, which reads:
“If you say, ‘The Lord is my
refuge,’ and you make the
Most High your dwelling,
no harm will overtake you,
no disaster will come near
your tent.
For he will command his
angels concerning you to
guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their
hands, so that you will not

strike your foot against a
stone.
You will tread on the lion
and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent.
‘Because he loves me,’ says
the Lord, ‘I will rescue him;
I will protect him, for he
acknowledges my name.
He will call on me, and I will
answer him; I will be with
him in trouble, I will deliver
him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy
him and show him my salvation.’”
In our trouble, in our darkness, we are still protected. By
recognizing that our ultimate
dwelling place can be found
in our inherent worth and the
Most High’s love for us, we can
be reminded that at the core
of who we are, we are secure.
No matter how far behind in
homework we are. No matter
how badly we think we did on
that test. No matter the external circumstances.
However, it is our choice. We
are the ones responsible for
choosing to change our dwelling place, and it takes serious
work. We always reach for what
is familiar even if it’s bad for us.
We will never be satisfied by
the external comparisons that
this world has to offer. But by
choosing to find our dwelling
places under the shadow of the
Most High’s love for us, we will
witness His salvation from lies
uttered in the darkness.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Benya Wilson

Rodney Aquino

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
If any man were to decide to date me, PLEASE don’t take me to a
restaurant. i fear formality because i am a fool, therefore take me to
a carnival so that i may be amongst the clowns

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
ALSO STOP BREAKING THE VENDING MACHINES IN
THATCHER SOUTH I JUST WANT SMART WATER

Joel Guerra @j8war
Every time I go to the gym after not working out for 6 months, I
am shocked to find out just how weak I really am

winterose01 The human body is at least 60%

rodny135 TRY NEW PERSPECTIVES You never

water. So basically, we’re just cucumbers with anxiety

know what the outcome will be #SAUlife

Evelyn Diaz

Sammie Romashko

Rence Arroyo @notrence
Student Center Sharks: individuals who exclusively hang around
the SC everyday at peak hours to say hi to as many as possible

Madalyn Powers @madalynemily99
I cry like 8 days a week please don’t test me right now

netllily *throws leaves in the air* #SAUlife

sam.ashko I am really proud to be a percussionist
and (almost) have a degree for it #SAUlife

Congratulations @lifewithkate2!
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Nathan Ray

Josh Tumundo

Kevin is looking to grab some extra
supplies for his room. Find him in
this issue to recieve a

$10 Target Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
nathan.ray feeling bullish. ;) #SAUlife

jtumundo_ Valentine’s DAY be hitting a little
different this year #SAUlife
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CHATTER

Today 17
36-46

12:30 p.m. – TechBytes
5:00 p.m. – Basketball Captain’s
Meeting, Hulsey Wellness Center
7:00 p.m. – Giving Day Finale, Lynn
Wood Hall

Friday 19
21-37

6:27 p.m. – Sunset
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – SA Vespers
8:30 p.m. – Star Watching, Hickman
Parking Lot
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow

Sunday 21
43-57

Psychology Majors Field Test
12:00 p.m. – Southern 6 Race, Hickman
Parking Lot
3:00 p.m. – SA Spring Formal: Dive In, Taylor
Circle

Announcements:
Primary Elections are this week!
Be sure to vote this Thursday, February
18 at 12:00 PM!

Thursday 18
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations – SA
Election Speeches, Tent & Zoom
12:00 p.m. – SA Primary Elections

25-46

Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org
Saturday

20

9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & 27-46
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. – Evensong, https://www.southern.
edu/evensong
6:28 p.m. – Sunset

Monday 22

Tuesday 23
39-63

12:00 p.m. – Cultural Conversations: Deep Dive
3:00 p.m. – Last day for 60% tuition refund
5:00 p.m. – God Inspired Fruit Concert Auditions, Tent
7:00 p.m. – SA Press Conference, Thatcher
Chapel

Basketball Begins
12:00 p.m. – Cultural Conversations: General Session
12:00 p.m. – Education Senior Interviews
Southern Union
5:00 p.m. – God Inspired Fruit Concert
Auditions, Tent

37-55

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|17

Danny Yonkers

Monday |22

Beth Reed

Saturday |20

Thursday |18

Richard Major

Tarsha Butler

Hormar Barboza

Paige Martin

Sarah Cho

Jaime Barboza

Derek Schroer

Skyler Humphrey-Davis

Katherine Berrios

Elli Hanson

Sunday |21

Eduardo Saldivar

Cam Clark

Nick Radivojevic

Nathaniel Simmons

Mickey Elliott

Hannah Shull

Tony Vila

Rhonda Grakov

Chris Won

Friday |19

Ryan Guild

Tuesday |23

Nestor Amparo

Rachel Helm

Artelia Green

Bailey Bryant

Erick Lajpop

Nacor Lantigua

Jordon Hyde

Danielle Santana

Jesse Ross

Rachel Kowski

Daniel Venegas

Byron Montenegro

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN BUSINESS

Business With a Biblical Perspective

Southern’s Master of Business Administration
degree helps you acquire the skills you need to
be successful in today’s workforce—based on the
biblical principles of honesty, integrity, and high
ethical standards.
It’s convenient
All classes are online. Full- and part-time tracks are available,
and the MBA can be completed in as little as one year. With
careful planning, you can complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
master’s degree in ﬁve years!
It’s affordable
Southern’s competitively priced program is a valuable
investment in your future .
Prep for CPA Review.
Students with an MBA Accounting emphasis may take the Wiley
CPAexcel review courses for six of their 12 elective hours.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

Collegedale News| 5

Sports | 5

Religion | 6

Lifestyle | 7

Reciting Pledge of Allegiance
added to Collegedale
Commission meetings

African Olympian Athletes to look

Two churches,
one journey

African American inventions

February 24, 2021
Collegedale, Tennessee

out for during Tokyo Olympics

that are part of your everday life

Southern Accent

Vol. 76
Issue 17

The student voice since 1926

SA primary elections result in record low voter BCU Night
turnout, general elections to be held tomorrow Preview:
Everything
you need to
know
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
Black Christian Union’s (BCU)
Night is set to take place on Saturday night, March 6, at 8 p.m.
The event, titled “The Color of
Love," has been long anticipated
and has been in the works for
quite awhile, according to BCU
President and senior health science major George Ambroise.

Photos by Xander Ordinola. Illustration by Nick Nieves.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
SA_election_speeches_took
place_this_past_Thursday,_Feb.
18, with primary elections held
immediately they concluded.
The three primary candidates
who ran for SA president — junior
accounting major Jhosuet Esten,
junior_long-term_care_administration major Amy Dias Nogueira
and junior theology major Juan
Carlos Grajales_— delivered their
speeches announcing their platforms and why the Southern student body should elect them to
their respective positions.
A total of 420 students participated_in_the_primary_election
for_the_presidential_candidate,
a record low, according to Vice
President for Student Development Dennis Negrón
In_previous_years,_approximately 1,000 students have par-

ticipated in voting.
Esten and Grajales gained the
top spots in the primaries, with
Esten accumulating 52.62% of
the vote and Grajales finishing
with 28.57%. Dias Nogueira, who
had vowed to be an advocate for
the student body and tackle sexual assault on campus, was eliminated from the race with 18.81%
of the vote.
SA executive vice presidential
candidate and sophomore management major Kenneth Bautista
and social vice presidential candidate and sophomore biology
research major Marie Rodriguez
also gave speeches despite running unopposed.
Rodriguez hopes to create
a thriving community, foster a
readily available communication
avenue between students and SA

A total of
420 students
participated in the
primary election
for the presidential
candidate, a record
low according to
Vice President
for Student
Development
Dennis Negron.
and plan events such as a musical festival where students can
share their talents, a chalk art
competition on the promenade
and a lantern festival.
Bautista’s policies and goals
include increasing the spiritual
atmosphere by placing prayer

request boxes around campus
and creating a “lift-off” initiative
designed to give student entrepreneurs funding to launch their
own small businesses.
“Oftentimes,_having_enough
money to launch your idea is the
only_thing_stopping_you,”_Bautista said.
During_his_speech,_Grajales
proposed_to_mend_the_divide
between the student body and
administration, restructure the
SA Senate to engage directly with
students outside of the SA Senate
constituent emails and further
utilize the Southern app.
“I see many resources being
lost — nobody's taking advantage of them because they don't
know any better,” Grajales said.
See ELECTIONS on page 3

The theme [this
year] is 'The Color
of Love,' and what
makes it unique is
that we’ll be talking
about an interracial
relationship while
we add in some of
the things that are
going on in society
right now.
“The theme [this year] is 'The
Color of Love,' Ambroise said.
“And what makes it unique is
that we’ll be talking about an
interracial relationship while we
add in some of the things that
are going on in society right
now. Especially last year with the
[Black Lives Matter] movement
and everything that’s been going
on, we’re really trying to put that
in our story this year.”
Ambroise said BCU has been
brainstorming, _ planning _ and
writing the script for the event
since the summer of 2020.
See BCU NIGHT on page 2

Nursing students
Hulsey installs brand new strength
eligible for COVID-19
machines and workout equipment
vaccinations, some already
received first dose
Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
According to the Tennessee
State Government’s COVID-19
website, _ COVID-19 _ vaccines
are available in all 95 counties.
Currently, frontline healthcare
workers, _dependent _disabled
adults, _outpatient _healthcare
workers _ with _ direct _ patient
exposure, K-12 child care staff,
first responder operations personnel and anyone aged 65 or
above _are _eligible _to _receive
the vaccine.
Individuals_living_in_college
dormitories_are_included_in_a
later stage of the government’s
vaccination plan but are not yet
eligible,_and_the_time_of_that
phase has yet to be determined.
However, students in Southern’s
nursing program were made eligible to be vaccinated in January,
according to Clinical Coordina-

tor_Marla_Erskine._Some_have
already received the first dose.
Erskine _ said _ the _ School _ of
Nursing would only require students in its program to receive
the vaccine if the hospitals where
the _ school _ conducts _ clinicals
began requiring their healthcare
workers to do so. According to
Erskine, students accepted into
the nursing program this semester will begin clinicals in the seventh week of the semester, and
students who were already in
the program began clinicals in
the second week.
The School of Nursing strongly
encourages students in its program to be vaccinated because
their risk of exposure in the clinical environment is high, according to Holly Gadd, the school’s
dean. Gadd said all students in
See VACCINE on page 3

Thursday, February 18, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Darin Bissell (pointing) and several student workers help unload new weight equipment for the Hulsey gym.
The gym was closed for the afternoon as they moved out all the old equipment and moved in the new ones.

Aaron Mumu
Staff Writer
The_workout equipment on
Hulsey _Wellness _Center’s _fitness floor is being replaced this
month. _The _fitness _center _is
set to receive 20 new strength
machines along with two power
racks, eight benches, and 525
pounds of plates.

Already, Hulsey has received
15 _ new _ strength _ machines,
eight of them being selectorized _ machines. _ Hulsey _ also
expects _ five _ more _ strength
machines to arrive this week,
Feb. 19 to Feb. 26. Since the
arrivals this semester, students

have expressed excitement for
the new workout equipment.
“You _feel _the _weight _a _lot
more _ intensely,” _ said _ Harold _Carvajal _senior _business
administration major, referring
to the strength machines in the
See NEW on page 3
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Southern student
raises $10,000 to
pay for tuition

Friday, February 5, 2021 (Photo by: Lila Odhiambo)

Junior business construction management major Pubert Nkhono
pauses for a study break after his masonry and concrete class in Ledford Hall. Nkhono recently raised $10000 to pay for tuition through
donations from students and alumni.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter
Pubert _ Nkhono, _ a _ junior
business administration major,
raised _over _$10,000 _through
a GoFundMe page, which will
help him pay for his studies.
At the beginning of February,
Nkhono, an international student from Malawi, was notified
by the university that he had
less than a week to “find funds
to be able to register for the
Winter 2021 semester.”
Due to the weakened economy in Malawi as a result of
COVID-19, _Nkhono’s _financial
situation _was _compromised.
The pandemic also affected his
family’s business operations,
which made it challenging for
him to have a solid payment
plan. _According _to _Nhkono,
this increased the urgency of
his situation.
International _students _are
required _by _the _U.S. _government to enroll for a minimum
of 12 credit hours per semester. Not having enough funds
to pay for the semester could
result in international students
losing _their _F-1 _visas, _which
allow them to stay in the country. Additionally, international
students are only allowed to
work on the school’s campus,
so Nkhono’s ways of generating income are also restricted.
A f t e r _w e e k s _o f _f i n a n c i a l
struggle, _Nkhono _decided _to
start a GoFundMe page, hoping that it would help him raise
some money.
“I_decided_to_start_my

GoFundMe _page _after _being
encouraged by a friend to put
my pride down and receive the
necessary _help _from _people
who _ had _ already _ expressed
their _desire _to _support _me,”
Nkhono said.
Nkhono _had _high _expectations going into the fundraising
project because his close friends
had already expressed a willingness to help him. However, he
felt that even if the goal was not
reached, starting a fundraiser
would be a “huge step forward
in the right direction.”

This was one of
the most moving
things that has
happened to me
during my time
here at SAU. This
was a testimony
to God’s grace
and love that is
unconditional.
Ultimately, Nkhono raised a
total of $10,104, surpassing his
goal of $10,000.
“This was one of the most
moving things that has happened to me during my time
here at SAU,” said Nkhono. “This
was a testimony to God’s grace
and love that is unconditional.”

COVID-19, Zoom meetings and
technology: Students and faculty respond
Patrick McGraw
Staff Writer
According to Yahoo Finance,
shares of Zoom Video Communications, Inc., sold for as little
as $88.64 apiece at the beginning of February 2020, just one
month before the World Health
Organization declared_COVID19 a global pandemic. As_of
February 2021, shares are selling for over $400 apiece — an
astonishing increase of over
300%. In a single year, Zoom
became a household name.
COVID-19 has affected the
lives of people in many ways,
but the rapid growth of Zoom
is an example of one of its
broader impacts — its effect on
technology, and the way people
use it in their daily lives.
For students and faculty at
Southern, _ Zoom _ can _ sometimes _offer _a _greater _level _of
convenience _ than _ in-person
interactions.
Arceo _Primero, _sophomore
accounting _and _construction
management major, said tools
like _ Zoom _ have _ profoundly
affected the way he engages
with events on campus.
“I _enjoy_attending_stuff _like
convocation and Vespers over
Zoom _ way _ more _ than _ I _ did
in-person,” Primero said. “The
flexibility that it gives me is very
useful. It’s really convenient,
and it allows me to participate
without ever leaving my room,
which makes me feel very comfortable and safe, as well as
more productive.”
Primero went on to say that
attending digitally makes him
feel more inclined to get worship credits and engage more
fully with the content.
Rick _ Halterman, _ School _ of
Computing Dean, also shared his
perspective on the ways COVID19 has affected technology.
“Even before the pandemic,
there were an increasing num-

ber _ of _ software _ developers
working _from _home,” _Halterman said. “The pandemic_now
has _ forced _ most _ developers
to work from home. Published
reports and personal conversations with those_involved suggest that programmer productivity has not been negatively
affected _ by _ the _ distributed
development _ model. _ Virtual
meetings, for example, can be
more focused and efficient.”

When we went
online, a number
of teachers
didn’t have
laptops, as well
as students. We
lent out a lot
of laptops for
students and
faculty, as well
as Verizon MiFis
for students
who didn’t have
internet access.
Halterman also pointed out
that when compared to older
forms of communication such
as the telephone or the postal
system, modern technology
keeps people connected in
ways that would not have been
possible before.
However, adapting to Zoom
and _other _technology-related
solutions is not always convenient. Junior engineering major
Kevin _Salas _said _he _found _it
more _difficult _to _engage _with
Zoom _ classes _ than _ classes
taken in-person.
“The _idea _of _being _able _to
attend_classes from your com-

puter _sounds _good _in _theory,
but it wasn’t very effective for
my _ personal _ learning _ experience,” _ Salas _ said. _ “Having
to attend a class through the
same device I use to consume
media can get very distracting,
especially when you have notifications coming in and constant
access to any sort of media you
want to consume.”
M i k e _M c C l u n g , _a s s o c i a t e
director _for _Southern’s _Information Technology (IT) Department, _ said _ his _ department
experienced a drastic increase
in support calls during the initial shift to online classes.
“When we went online, a
number of teachers didn’t have
laptops — as well as students,”
McClung said. “We lent out a lot
of laptops for students and faculty, as well as Verizon MiFis for
students who didn’t have internet access.”
He _ said _ that _ the _ increase
in _support _requests _included
numerous _problems _relating
to Zoom However, IT's current
workload is much lighter than
it was at the beginning of the
pandemic.
“We’re less busy now, but still
noticeably busier than before
the pandemic,” McClung said.
Despite the increased comfort of using Zoom, some students still prefer the traditional
classroom setting.
“It's very easy for my calculus
teacher_to_give a lecture over
a _ camera," _ Salas _ said. _ "But,
for _me, _staying _focused _on _a
lecture when I'm in my sweatpants and hoodie in my room is
quite difficult. Something about
being in a classroom makes it a
lot easier to focus on what the
teacher is trying to show you."

BCU NIGHT

continued from page 1
BCU Vice President and senior
business administration and
public relations major Jedlee
Germeil said he had to work
through some of the difficulties
that COVID-19 brought.
“This _ year, _ we _ decided _ to
do a lot more filming than we
would do in past years,” Ger-

meil _ said. _ “We _ can _ transfer
from _a _whole _play _on _stage,
rather _than _having _an _open
stage,_and_try to transition to
some _films _and _having _them
on the screen, just so we make
sure _we’re _going _through _all
the COVID protocols.”
As for how the event will be
run, _Ambroise _said _there _will

likely_be_one_service_with_the
possibility of required RSVPs.
“I feel like the crowd will be
hyped,”_Ambroise_said._“After
watching_all_the_practices, _ I’m _hyped. _…Be _there _— _
t h e r e ’s _ g o i n g _ t o _ b e _ g o o d
music, _ good _ performances,
a good script, and you’ll get
something out of it.”

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_at_accent@southern.edu_or_reach_us_
through_our_social_media accounts.
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BCU members practice their dance routine for BCU night.
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continued from page 1
gym. “I think there might be
less pulleys than before to distribute the weight.”
Hulsey management found it
difficult to continue replacing
parts for the strength equipment, as the previous strength
machines _in _Hulsey _were
around 12-and-a-half years old.
According to Darin Bissel, the
facilities_manager_for_Hulsey,
the cardio equipment will usually last seven to 10 years, while
strength equipment will last 10
years or more.

Thursday February 18, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Amy Dias Nogueira delivers her election speech through a video recording. Dias Nogueira was unable to attend the primary elections because
she was sick. She was eliminated
_ from the race with only 18.81% of the votes.

ELECTIONS

Already, Hulsey continued from page 1
has received 15 “Let's make the change.”
new strength
Esten’s_policies_focused_on
two main goals: Awareness and
machines, eight
transparency. He hopes to get
of them being
the student body more involved
and up-to-date with changes on
selectorized
campus, and he plans to create
machines. Hulsey
also expects five
more strength
machines to
arrive this week, Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
Feb. 19 to
Speeches for the Student AssoFeb. 26.

a_website_along_with_weekly
postings_on_what’s_going_on
around campus.
“As_president,_I_will_create
a platform where students can
freely_express_their_concerns
directly_to_the_SA_team,”_Esten
said. “This will guarantee that stu-

dents' voices are being heard and
will give you direct access to individuals that will not only listen,
but who will act upon your needs
and your suggestions.”
An SA press conference took
place_Tuesday_night,_Feb._23.
Final elections to fill the SA pres-

ident,_executive_VP_and_social
VP_positions_will_take_place
tomorrow, Feb. 25. Students are
advised to check their emails
regularly for additional election
information.

The challenges of hosting an election during COVID-19

“ T h e _o l d _e q u i p m e n t _w a s
usable, but they all had their
flaws,” _ said _ Julianna _ Alamo,
junior health science major.
Bissel hopes all the strength
machines will be replaced by
the summer of 2021.
“Once everything has been
replaced it’ll be about $80,000
to $90,000 for equipment itself,
freight charges, delivery and
installation,” Bissel said.

ciation (SA) primary elections
were held in Thatcher Hall Chapel
last Thursday. Students who are
running for the offices of president, executive vice president
and social vice president delivered their speeches to both the
in-person audience and to those
streaming online.
However, _ there _ has _ been _ a
noticeable decline in interest for
running._Only_one candidate is
running for executive vice president: Kenneth Bausitsta, sophomore business management

major. And one candidate is
running for social vice president:
Marie Rodriguez, junior research
biology major.
Until just last Monday, Feb.
15, there was no running candidate for social VP, causing SA
Senate to nominate a candidate.
Dennis Negrón, vice president
for Student Development, said
Rodriguez was nominated and
accepted_the_nomination._She
was then vetted and became a
running candidate.
Nadine _ Peteros, _ a _ senior
business _management _major
and the current SA social vice

president, said she believed
the lack of candidates may be
due to having to plan around
COVID-19 guidelines.
“I think the main reason is
because CDC guidelines really
restrict the social events,” Peteros said. “It is more work now
having _ to _ plan _ unique _ and
exciting events while keeping
everyone safe.”
Because _ of _ current _ restrictions on social gatherings, Peteros believes most people would
not want to take on the added
responsibility of being the main
event _ planner _ while _ keeping

Kiara Sierra and Abigail Martin.

Cesia Travedan and Jaira Luna.

Damaris Yoxom-Sontay.

Lexie Dornburg.

Lauren Powell.

Jorge Napoles, Gracy Gonzales and Matt Dizon.

everyone safe.
“It has been a really difficult
challenge this year,” she said.
“I was not allowed to have
people linger around and talk
to their friends. People would
literally come into the event,
get their free goodie bags and
then walk out.”
Peteros said it was difficult
planning events where people
could socialize with one another,
so _ she _ implemented _ virtual
games, such as Kahoot! Winners
of the games could pick up their
prizes_and_interact_with_their
friends from a safe distance.

Samuel Kumendong.

Photo courtesy of students.

Nursing students pose for pictures after getting their COVID-19 vaccines. Students in Southern’s nursing program were made eligible to be vaccinated in January, according to Clinical Coordinator Marla Erskine. Pictures have been edited to blur out personal information.

VACCINE

continued from page 1
the nursing program are provided a_letter_of_support_indicating that they are involved in
healthcare and thus eligible for
the vaccine.
According_to_junior_nursing
major _Ashley _Rivera, _nursing
students received an email from
the School of Nursing on Jan.
11 informing them they were
eligible to be vaccinated. Rivera
received_the_first_dose_of_the
COVID-19 vaccine on Jan. 31 and
is planning to receive her second
dose on Feb. 26.
“It was actually the least pain-

ful injection I have received in a
long while,” Rivera said. “With the
flu vaccine, I have almost no use
of my arm for two days after, but
with the COVID-19 vaccine, there
was barely any soreness at all.”
Rivera said she is very happy
she was vaccinated and would
recommend that other students
be vaccinated as well. However,
she has heard that the second
dose has stronger side effects of
fatigue and arm soreness than
the first.
Senior nursing major Jaira
Luna will receive her second
dose today, Feb. 24. Before

receiving her first dose on Feb.
3, Luna said she felt anxious.
Although her parents were not
opposed to her getting the vaccine, they advised her to “think
about it thoroughly and do
plenty of research.” For Luna,
receiving the vaccine did not
hurt, but she did experience arm
soreness for the next two days.
However, she also felt a strong
sense of peace and protection
for not only herself but also the
people around her.
“I believe it should be required
for all nursing students,” Luna
said. “We are highly exposed to

it by just being in the hospital,
even if we’re not specifically on
the COVID floors.”
Junior nursing major Samuel
Kumendong received his first
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on
Feb. 7. He is planning to receive
his second dose sometime after
Feb. 28. Kumendong’s parents
did not like the idea of Kumendong _ receiving _ the _ vaccine
because of the prevalent conspiracy theories that the vaccine
contained a microchip and of the
fact that there was no data present on the vaccine’s long term
effects. _After _taking _the _first

dose, Kumendong said he felt
a slight tingling sensation and
a small amount of soreness and
tiredness.
"The way I see it, it’s better
to have the side effects of the
vaccine for a week or so and
get that over with than to be
intubated _in _the _hospital _for
months,” Kumendong said. “But
in the end, everyone has their
own reasons. [I] can’t judge.”
Rivera, _ Luna _ and _ Kumendong all received the Pfizer-BioNTech _COVID-19 _vaccine _at
the_CARTA Bus Barn in Downtown Chattanooga.
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Q&A with the SA Candidates

Joshuet Esten
President

1. What inspired you to
run for president?
Two years ago, I was
walking down the promenade wondering what God’s
purpose for my life was
here at Southern. I strongly
believe that God has placed
me here to be a blessing to
others. And, since I made
that commitment, I have
led in any way that I can. I’ve
led worship at dorm weeks
of prayer, at Vespers and at
church on Sabbaths. I’ve led
a LifeGroup, been a part of
Campus Ministries as the
Renewal Worship Director
and I am currently serving as Senator for Student
Association. I believe that I
am called to give students
another choice — a choice
that will dedicate mind and

soul to my work in order
to improve fellow students’
experiences here at Southern.
2. What changes do you
want to make?
I will work closely with the
Southern Accent to post
weekly videos updating
students about administrative decisions using social
media platforms. I will raise
awareness of the resources
available on campus to students using tools such as
an updated Southern app
and an updated Southern
Connections class. I will
create an advertisement
task-force in the Student
Association to enhance the
connection between students and officers to bring
answers to questions and

Kenneth Bautista
Executive Vice President

1. What inspired you
to run for social vice
president?
I was actually nominated to run for social
vice president by the SA
Senate. However, when
presented with this opportunity, I knew that I had
to take it. I was inspired
by the people around me
at this school when they
showed their support in
thinking that I would be
the right candidate for
this position. I was also
inspired by the need for a
leader on campus who the
people would trust to plan
great events for them.
2. What changes do
you want to make?
I would say the main
thing would be to get

1. What inspired you to
run for president?
The position of SA president was always one that
sparked my interest. I love
the idea of having someone
I can trust as my representative to administration.
It was not until this year,
when I was able to see the
responsibilities Sheryl has
and how she is our voice,
that the interest came to
me. I realized I want to do
this — I want to be the voice
for the students. I want to
fight for the ideas that the
students on this campus
have. I want to be the individual people can trust to
accurately represent them
in front of administration.
2. What changes do you
want to make?

voice to creativity.
3. What kind of spiritual
activities do you want to
implement?
As SA president, I will
work closely with Campus
Ministries in order to be a
support to their work so we
can continue to enhance the
roles and activities being
delivered to the student
body through the various
student leaders on campus.
4. What kind of leader
do you hope to become?
I want to be a leader that
is mindful of the ideas of
everyone and considerate
of the different sentiments
of all; a leader that motivates those around me; a
leader that gives recognition to excellent work while
always striving to be better.

1. What inspired you to
run for executive vice president?
Since I joined the SA
Senate this year, I learned
that the role of executive
vice president is managing
the SA Senate and being
a voice for the students. I
realized that it correlated
with my personal goals. I
enjoy speaking up for those
who can't and organizing
groups to reach a goal. I was
inspired to be an advocate
for the students and make
this campus better. I want
to work to make changes
to benefit the students and
make their experiences here
at Southern the best they
can possibly be.
2. What changes do you
want to make?

students more involved
in the events that we are
planning for them. Having
SA Senators send out polls
every month or so would
be a great way to get students involved. Also, I
want to create new events
that become traditions on
Southern’s campus and
that people look forward
to for years to come.
3. What kind of spiritual activities do you
want to implement?
I would love to implement more spiritual activities that are interactive.
For example, a Christian
concert would be such a
fun and engaging way for
students to socialize and
praise at the same time.
Also, if possible, I would

I want to create a campus where things can be
accomplished more easily.
There are a lot of ideas that
people on campus have or
have had that haven’t gone
anywhere. I want to change
Southern in a way that
we not only listen to our
students, but make them
the priority. If we do this, I
believe we have the power
to make Southern greater
than anyone can imagine.
3. What kind of spiritual
activities do you want to
implement?
I would like to implement
more spiritual activities that
allow students to ask questions to spiritually knowledgeable individuals. I know
in my spiritual journey there
were times where I wished

5. Why should students
vote for you?
I think students should
vote for me because I am
someone that wants to be
the bridge between them
and administration. I want
to hear the struggles students are going through
and be their voice for
change. I have always had a
passion for helping people,
and those on this campus
are no exception. I’m the
type of person that doesn't
like hearing “no.” If I cannot
find a solution one way, I
will find another until we
find the exact solution that
we are looking for.

I want to be a leader that
people can come to and
connect with, who is easily accessible to anyone,
and who makes decisions
regardless of the consequences to himself or his
position.
5. Why should students
vote for you?
I want students to vote
for the candidate that represents them best. Vote for
me if you want change, vote
for me if you believe in the
ways I will make change.
Vote for me if you believe in
my plan, and if you believe
in the strength God gives
me to work. Vote for me if
you believe in me.

Juan Grajales
President

I am passionate about
empowering small businesses and supporting those
who aspire to become entrepreneurs. I want to start the
Lift Off Initiative —a program
that funds student-founded
small businesses. With this
program, students will be
able to submit their business
ideas, and we will review it
and give them cash to get
their businesses off
the
ground. My hope is to help
students develop their business plans into a reality. I
want an easily accessible way
for students to get their businesses running.
3. What kind of spiritual
activities do you want to
implement?
In connection with Campus Ministries and the

love to organize an event
like a water sports Vespers
where students can go out
to a lake and do waterbased activities such as
swimming and boating,
and then have a group
worship together when
the sun begins to set.
4. What kind of leader
do you hope to become?
I hope to become a
leader who is a friend
to the student body. I
want to inspire visions of
what our future can be
and motivate people to
engage with that vision.
I want my authenticity
and self-awareness to be
present in my leadership;
I don't want to fit a mold
set by someone else. I also
want students to know I

I had someone I could have
gone to for guidance and
someone I could've leaned
on to show me what certain
passages in the Bible really
mean. I know that I am not
the only one that has faced
this issue, and I would like
to create events and activities that will allow students
to spend time with someone who can lead them in
the right direction.
4. What kind of leader
do you hope to become?
I hope to become the kind
of leader that is known to be
a good listener and a doer.
I hope to become someone
that people can remember
and say, “He cared about
what I said, and he gave his
all to make this campus a
better place.”

School of Religion, I would
like to place boxes across
campus where students
can anonymously drop
their prayer requests. Those
requests will be prayed for
by professors or students.
Prayer is powerful, and I
would like to emphasize and
incorporate it into our campus even more.
4. What kind of leader do
you hope to become?
I hope to be a service-based leader. I realize that I am not perfect,
and that people see things
through different lenses.
Since I joined SA Senate, I
have been able to clearly see
the needs that the students
have. And as an SA leader,
my hope is for everyone to
feel comfortable coming

am being the best possible leader I can.
5. Why should students
vote for you?
Students should vote
for me because of my
strong sense of responsibility and dependability.
I have always taken any
individual work seriously,
and I am also someone
who people can depend
on to be responsible for
my fair share of work and
to follow through. Furthermore, patience and
tenacity are traits that
God has blessed me with
that I believe will help me
see the long view — being
able to overcome any setbacks and frustrations so
that I can continuously
improve.

to me with their needs and
have the confidence that I
will try to fulfill those needs
to the best of my ability.
I want to serve my fellow
peers on campus while
working together to find
the best way to improve this
campus.
5. Why should students
vote for you?
I wish to be the voice for
those who seek change and
want to implement new
ideas. Everyone matters
on our campus, and I want
each and every student to
know that they are heard.
I will give 100% into everything I do, and I will make
the students my number
one priority. By working
together, we can thrive
amidst a pandemic.

Marie Rodriguez
Social Vice President
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

The reciting of Pledge of Allegiance added to
Collegedale Commission meetings
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
At the recent Feb. 15 Collegedale_commission_meeting, commissioners voted to
add the reciting of the Pledge
of Allegiance to the order of
business for all city commission meetings.
According_to_Mayor_Katie
Lamb, the ordinance will take
effect 30 days from Feb. 15,
starting in March.
The idea surfaced after Jim
and Sherrye Willis, a local couple, moved to Ooltewah from
Lakeland, Tenn. Prior to relocating to the area in August 2020,
the couple ran an online news
site in Lakeland and attended
all the town’s local government
meetings, according to Willis. They began attending Collegedale meetings after moving to the area.
At the Dec. 7, 2020, commission meeting, Willis suggested

during the public comments
portion of the meeting to add
the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance to the order of business, according to the Dec. 7
commission minutes.
“The Board of Commissioners,_Planning_Commision,
Design Review Board, etc., all
began their meetings with a
prayer and the Pledge,” Willis said of Lakeland. “I missed
that_opening_acknowledgement_of_God_and_country_in
Collegedale, so suggested that
the Collegedale commissioners
consider adding the Pledge at
their meetings.”
After_Willis_made_his_comment, Lamb and the commission added the suggestion to
the topics for the next commission_workshop_scheduled_for
Jan. 12, 2021.
“Adding the Pledge of Allegiance is not an issue for me,”
Lamb said. “For some reason,
when the city was formed in

1968, the commissioners chose
not to have it as part of the
opening exercises.”
“Many cities include it routinely,”_she_said._“So,_
after
researching past minutes and
determining_that_it_was_an
option for the commission to
decide, we voted to include it.
The state does not require it.”
According_to_the_Jan._25,
2021_commission_workshop
minutes, the Collegedale commission agreed to continue the
process of adding the Pledge
of Allegiance to the order of
business of Collegedale commission meetings. The addition would amend the current
Municipal_Code_and_would
require commissioners to vote
on it as an ordinance.
An ordinance is a piece of
legislation or law voted on
and enacted by a municipal
authority, the governing body
of a town or city. Collegedale’s
Municipal Code is a collection

of all of the laws that have been
voted on and approved.
At_the_Feb._1_commission
meeting, commissioners unanimously voted in favor of the
first reading for Ordinance
#1091, the ordinance for adding the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Collegedale commission
meetings.
“I feel the Pledge is to be
honored and to remind people we are one nation under
God. We are all equal, and it
will remind others that we are
united as [a country],” Commissioner Debbie Baker said. “We
may differ on political and religious beliefs, but we are united
as a nation. I’m all for it.”
A t _ t h e _ n ex t _ c o m m i s s i o n
meeting_on Feb. 15,_commissioners unanimously_voted in
favor of the second reading for
Ordinance #1091.
“[Ordinance #1091 amends]
Municipal_Code Section 1-102
relating to the order of busi-

ness in the conduct of regular
City commission meetings to
add the recitation of The Pledge
of Allegiance,” as stated in the
Feb. 1 commission minutes.
According_to_Commissioner
Phil_Garver,_son_of_a_veteran
and_a_Vietnam_Veteran_himself, patriotism is an important
aspect of his life. He has been in
support of the Veteran Park in
Collegedale and has worked for
the last 20 years on the project.
“So as you might expect,
I’m very much in favor of saying the Pledge often and with
pride,” Garver said.
“I’m very [supportive] of adding The Pledge of Allegiance,”
Commissioner_Tim_Johnson
said. “... For me, the Pledge of
Allegiance is a sign of patriotism. It means a lot to our history, and I’m proud to recite the
Pledge of Allegiance.”

Video capture courtesy of the City of Collegedale

City of Collegedale Commission meeting on Feb. 15, 2021

SPORTS
African Olympic athletes to look out for in the Tokyo Olympics
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
With the COVID-19 pandemic
raging in 2020, the Tokyo
Summer Olympics, much like
everything else, was delayed.
The postponement cost the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) over $3 billion.
And, despite the pandemic still
raging early into 2021, the IOC
remains adamant that they
will host the “2020” Summer
Olympics this year. Plenty of
changes are in tow, but here
are some of the most prominent African athletes from
recent Olympics that might
just win again.

Wayde Van Niekerk — South
Africa
Niekerk is a track and field
sprinter and gold medalist
from the 2016 Olympics in Rio
de Janeiro. He won the 400
meter sprint and holds the
world and Olympic record in
the 400 meter. He also competes in the 200 meter. Niekerk
holds records in the 100m,
200m, 300m and 400m sprints,
cementing his status as one of
the world’s best sprinters.

Inès Boubakri — Tunisia
Boubakri is a Tunisian born
foil fencer. She won bronze
in just her second Olympic
appearance in the 2016 Rio de
Janeiro games. Her bronze is the
first medal won by a Tunisian
woman at the Olympics. She will
be a three-time Olympian.

Lawrence Brittain & Shaun
Keeling — South Africa
Brittain and Keeling, South
African rowers, were partners in
the 2016 Olympics where they
took home the silver medal in
Men’s coxless pair rowing. Brittain defeated cancer just a year
prior to medaling.

Sara Ahmed — Egypt
Ahmed is an Egyptian Olympic weightlifter. In 2016, she
took home the bronze medal in
the women’s 69 kilogram. She
won gold medals at the Mediterranean and African Games,
and the Arab Championships. In
2016, she became the first Arab
woman to receive an Olympic
weightlifting medal and the first
Egyptian woman to receive an
Olympic medal at all.

Nigerian Olympic Football
Team
The Nigerian Men’s Football
(fútbol) team took home the
bronze medal in 2016. They lost
to Germany in the semifinals
before defeating Honduras for
the bronze medal. They were
led by a remarkable 16 players
under the age of 23, so look for
them to have repeated success
this year.

Marwa Amri — Tunisia
Amri is a Tunisian born wrestler who competed in the 2008,
2012 and 2016 Olympics. She
took home the bronze in the
women’s freestyle in 2016.
She is the first African woman
to earn a medal in wrestling.
Amri has been wrestling since
the age of 11, shortly after her
father passed away.

Faith Kipyegon — Kenya
Kipyegon won gold in 2016 in
the women’s 1500 meter. She
also won gold and silver in the
2017 and 2019 World Championships, respectively. She won
a gold medal with her team in
the World Cross Country Championships in 2010 when she was
just 16-years-old. She is a twotime Olympian.

Illustrations by Nickolas Nieves

6 | Wednesday, February 24, 2021

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

OPINION
Continuing the conversation about race: Racism at Southern
Lila Odhiambo
Contributor
Race has always been a touchy
subject in the world and especially in our tight-knit Adventist
community. People do not like
talking about things that make
them uncomfortable. But staying silent because of your discomfort can look to others like
you do not care about the issue
at hand. I, myself, have not had
a problem with racism at Southern, but I know other students
have had experiences.
In_the_Fall_2018_semester,
Southern had multiple issues
with racism._Because_of_this,
an organization called “Against
the Wall” came to Southern
and collaborated with Campus
Ministries and those in student leadership to host a series
focused on racism in the SDA
church as well as Adventist campuses. “Against the Wall” was a
big stepping stone in the right
direction. And, although we are
not where we should be, their
purpose was to show that they

were against racism and racial
inequality at any extreme.
During the time that “Against
the Wall” was present on campus, they allowed students to
go up and share their points
of view from either side. Junior
English major Patrick McGraw
shared his opinion at one of
the events. And, although he
does not remember the events
in detail, he recalled some of
his experience.
“I thought about how I was a
Trump supporter in high school
and was like, ‘Yeah, I feel kind of
bad about that because that’s
not who I am anymore.’”
During Donald Trump’s presidency, McGraw took a step
back to reassess his values.
“I just remember feeling like
it was the right thing to do,”
McGraw said.
In_February _2018,_President Smith and administration
posted a video apologizing to
students of color for issues

they faced on campus. Administration_admitted_to_being
slow_at_addressing_concerns
brought up by Black students
and recommitted to listen and
act on issues brought to them.
An administrative position was
announced in February of 2018
called_the_Vice_President_of
Diversity so that these ideals
could be put into practice.
Last year, when current SA
President Sheryl Kambuni won
the_SA_presidential_election,
former SA President and Southern alum Phillip Warfield stood
up and said, “Black Power” as
a congratulatory statement,
because Black people are not
often in a place of power or are
looked down upon when they
are there. This upset a number
of students on campus, and
they took to social media to
express their concerns.
On the SAU Confessions page,
a student anonymously wrote,
“I stand with supporting Sheryl,

but it’s not okay to be shouting things like ‘[Black] women
empowerment’ in the church.”
The_same_student_continued with the sentiment saying,
“but what was worse was when
the former SA President, who
dealt with one of the worst race
issues_at_Southern,_shouted
‘black power!’”
This student seemed to see
Warfield’s statement as ‘racial
elitism’ and felt it was a slap in
Southern’s face. On the other
hand, a student in support of
Kambuni and Warfield commented under the post to
express her feelings.
“It’s_Black_History_Month,
and a Black female was elected
President_in_a_school_that,
when_founded,_didn’t_even
allow Black students,” said Isabella Eklund, sophomore social
work major. “This was monumental, and Sheryl deserves to
be celebrated.”
During the summer of 2020,

the problem with police brutality against Black Americans was
being seen by the world. And,
after the death of George Floyd,
people took to the streets to
protest against the numerous
unjust murders occurring. Tensions between races were rising,
and many saw this as an opportunity to share their opinions.
On the SAU Confessions page,
students were talking about a
number of issues that arose at
the height of these murders,
such as “Black Lives Matter” vs
‘All lives matter” debates and
the_types_of_discrimination
Black people face daily.
Things have been pretty quiet
on campus since, but I will never
forget_the_tension_running
through the school during that
time. It has been nearly a year
since the topic of race dominated conversations on campus.
And, at this point, I am just waiting to see what happens next.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

RELIGION
Two churches, one journey: The foundation of my spirituality
Maddy Thomas
Contributor
I_live_in_Columbus,_Ohio,
and when I am home, there
are two main churches I go
to. I go to what is considered a white church, named
Columbus Eastwood Seventhday Adventist Church, and a
Black church, named Ephesus
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
The two churches have very
different worship styles yet still
closely follow the teachings
of the Bible and Ellen White. I
have gone to both churches my
entire life. As a baby, I was dedicated at Ephesus, and as a child
I went to Eastwood’s church
school, Eastwood Jr. Academy.
I have been close and involved
with both churches. It was
important to me that no matter
which church I decided to go to
that Sabbath I was always welcomed with open arms.
I love that feeling you get
when it is Sabbath and you
get to worship with your home
church. I consider Eastwood
to be my main home church.
There, everyone knows my
name, my brothers’ names,
what year I am in school and
so much more. It really feels
like another home. I love the
people, the programs and the
place. All of my memories are
there. I enjoy that feeling of
coming home to my church
family. At Ephesus, it feels a little different.
When_Ephesus_was_open
and I would go home, I always
got welcomed with, “How you
doing_baby ?”_“ You_look_so
grown!” “Let me pinch those
cheeks!” “I remember when
you were this big, and I could
fit you in my pocket!”
No matter how old I get, my
Ephesus family will never let
me forget that I am still a child.

Whenever I go to Ephesus, it
feels like a reunion, seeing all my
cousins, aunts and uncles again.
I love both churches so much.
What I want to focus on is
the role each church had in my
spiritual journey. When I was
nine years old, I was baptized
at Eastwood; at 10, I joined
their_Pathfinder_group_and
was a part of it until age 16. I
went to Eastwood SDA Junior
A c a d e m y _ f ro m _ k i n d e r g a r ten to eighth grade. A family
friend_from_Ephesus_sponsored me to attend the conference’s summer camp, Camp
Adena, from ages 11 to 18. I
sang in Ephesus’s youth choir
in high school, attended their
Adventist Youth programs on
Sabbath evenings and joined
the church’s basketball team for
about six years. I really enjoyed
all my time with both churches.
No matter the activity, it always
began with a word of prayer
or a short devotional. Being so
involved in these churches with
my family and friends helped
me to realize how great of a life
God has given me.
God has been extremely
active in my life, and sometimes I didn’t even know it.
God has allowed me to have
not one, but two wonderful
church families that sponsor
and pray for me all the time.
He has allowed me to be a part
of two worlds and to be loved
by both of them.
Growing up in the Adventist
church is something that I am
proud of. Every pastor, teacher,
pathfinder instructor, coach,
grandparent and church family
member I had growing up really
helped me see how life can be
great. I gained prayer strength
from my grandmothers, basic

knowledge_from_my_teachers, Biblical foundations from
my pastors, life skills from my
Pathfinder_instructors_and
endurance from my coaches. I
am so happy to be a part of a
denomination like the Seventhday Adventist Church. The two
congregations I belong to have
laid the groundwork in my spiritual journey, and the people
have been building me up since
my baby dedication.
“Therefore encourage one
another and build each other
up, just as in fact you are doing.”
1 Thessalonians 5:11 (NIV)

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE
African-American inventions that are a part of your everyday life
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
In honor of African-American
Heritage Month, here is a list of
everyday items that were created by Black inventors.

Automatic Gear Shift
For all of us who don’t know
how to drive stick shift, we can
thank Richard Spikes for the
automatic gear shift that he
invented in 1932.
Longer lasting light bulbs
For those late nights studying, Lewis Latimer invented
the carbon filament used in
the lightbulbs on your desk
lamp. This man also designed
an early air conditioning unit.
So, the next time you hear the
AC unit in your dorm room
turn on, you can think of him.

The Super Soaker
The coolest water gun on
the market when 90s and early
2000s kids were growing up
was created by aerospace engineer Lonnie G. Johnson. He is
the man behind many of the
summertime memories that
lots of us have from childhood.

Three-light Traffic Lights
An invention we encounter daily: the red, yellow and
green light system that road
systems follow internationally
was created by Garrett Morgan. Because of him, we are
able to cruise through that yellow light in order to make curfew on Friday nights.

Clothes Dryer
The man responsible for the
machines that save us from
hanging up every article of
clothing is George T. Sampson.
(However, maybe we shouldn’t
credit him for the broken drying machines in Thatcher…)

Ice Cream Scooper
… Or maybe you went ahead
and bought a half-gallon of ice
cream for yourself after failing
a test. The scoop you’re using
to fill your bowl? Give a special
thank you to Alfred L. Cralle.

GIFs
When you’re up scrolling
through twitter at 2 a.m.,
instead of sleeping, and opening that one thread filled
with GIFs, you can credit Lisa
Gelobter for the short clip.

Lawn Sprinkler
Those random moments
when you want to feel like a
child again and run through
the sprinklers just to feel
something after you studied
all night for a test? Joseph A.
Smith is the man who made
this possible for you.

Illustrations by Nickolas Nieves
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For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!
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America’s first clock
Built by Benjamin Banneker
in 1752, the first clock built in
America was the first step that
led to the clocks that keep us
on track centuries later and
wake us up for our 8 a.m.’s.
And these are just to name
a few! Other African-Americans invented (or co-invented)
items include the dust pan,
gas masks, the lawn mower,
folding chairs, the ironing
board, spark plugs, pacemakers for artificial hearts,
the typewriter, luggage carriers, Cascade toothpaste and
so much more. On a more
abstract but equally tangible
level, music, fashion and art
from African-American culture
has been and continues to be
extremely influential. Therefore, it deserves to be credited for the impact it has on
common trends and styles in
all forms of art and creations.

Blood Bank
Dr. Charles Drew is the man
who discovered the process of
separating and storing plasma
and allowing it to be dehydrated and banked for future
use. For college students and
many others, donating plasma
is now a go-to way for some
quick money.

#SAUlife
Sing Bawi

Jessica Galdamez

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
i almost didn’t go to work but then i remembered they might freak
out and put me in quarantine so i’m showing up to everything late
today. nobody ask questions

Amy Van Arsdell @amy_joy_va
Every time I run through the rain, that Mythbusters episode
about how you get wetter running through the rain than walking
haunts me

Bradley Hutchinson @be_rad_ly
I love how you can just live your life normally then be seconds
away from death because you decided to swallow water down
the air tube

sr.singbawi Remember, God made everything
good with you in mind #SAUlife

Tatyana Toro

jamileeth Confiando en las promesas de Dios
(: Letting God use my life. #SAUlife

Sarah Hagan

Maddy Thomas @maddythomas99
It is 37 degrees and drizzling. I just saw guy wearing swim trunks to
class #nofear

Bailey Dubose @bay_what
I want to try and wake up at 5am like everyone tries but I’ve gone to
bed at 4am everyday for the past week so I don’t think that will work

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
i love how SAU assumes that as a current student you have the
money to donate

tatyanant Happy Valentine’s Day Wynn (I
know I’m a little late. What’s new?) #SAUlife

Congratulations @a.nyasmith
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Kamea Zarate

sarahmariehagan :) #SAUlife

Bell Osejo

Kevin is looking to grab some extra
supplies for his room. Find him in
this issue to recieve a

$10 Walmart Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
k.meaa shoutout to the sun #SAUlife

crusanic

/

#SAUlife
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CHATTER

Announcements:

Today 24
45-68

5:00 p.m. – God Inspired Fruit Concert
Auditions
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate, Hulsey Wellness
Center

Friday 26
48-52

Thursday 25
7:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m. – SA General
Elections Open and Close, Online
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations –
Makoto Fujimura, Thatcher Chapel/
Online

Sunday 28

www.southern-accent.org

2:00 - 5:00 p.m. – Psychology Major Field
Test, Summerour 2820

27

54-63
Student Organization, Various Times
and Locations
9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. – Evensong, https://www.southern.
edu/evensong
6:34 p.m. – Sunset

Weekly Birthdays

Monday 1
Stress Out Week
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success, Online

46-64

Tuesday 2
45-57

Check out our new website!

39-61

6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Short Term Missions
Vespers, Tent/Online
6:33 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow

Saturday

61-68

General elections are this week! Be sure to vote this
Thursday, February 25 from 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.!
SA Talent Show is coming up! Auditions are Thursday,
February 28 in Ackerman. You can win up to $1,500!

12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success,
Online
12:00 p.m. – Tornado Siren Test

TODAY|24

Madison Gamble

Uduma Kalu

Kevin Carty

Cecilia Garcia

Tahkai Martin

Bianca Gomez

Garrett Howe

Edrian Sanchez

Alyssa Harriman

Jasmin Mendez

Wyatt Tracy

Abigail Martin

Tatyana Toro

Monday |1

David Siahaan

Saturday |27

KC Alegrado Cabil

Dexter Smith

Hannah Cheneweth

Jeffrey Begley

Thursday |25

Zachary Cheneweth

Caroline Wells

Christina Cannon

Tiago Ferreira

Tuesday |2

Dylan Day

Nyton Fullmer

Lizandra Diaz

Emrys Kim

Daniel Morton

Jake Johnson

Johnathon Merrills

Patricia Pakpahan

Erik Lorenz

Kyle Salas

Minda Ruba

Cameron Reel

Alicia Wyatt

Cheruto Shiow

Jaime Simulis

Friday |26

Sunday |28

Drew Willson

Pablo Bentancurt

Elden Borillo

Mikayla Zimmermann

Ledesma

Sarah Borovic

Connor Dickinson

Daniel Im

BS DEGREE TO DNP
Skip the master’s!

Become an advanced practice nurse and earn
a doctor of nursing practice at the same time.
The BS to DNP program mentors bachelor’s degree-level
graduates as they gain necessary RN experience through an
advanced nursing practice emphasis of their choice.
Options include:
• DNP/MBA
• Lifestyle Medicine
• Nurse Educator
• Nurse Practitioner
(emphases include Acute Care–Adult/Gerontology,
Primary Care–Adult/Gerontology, Family, and
Psychiatric Mental Health)
Call or visit online to ﬁnd out how
to get started.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Ken Shaw selected as Southern's 27th
president after a two-day campus visit

_

Esten
elected
as SA
President;
Bautista,
Rodriguez
confirmed
as VPs
Christina Coston
Paola Mora Zepeda
Taylor Dean
Editors

Thursday February 25, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Ken Shaw, responds to questions from students of Student Association, SA senate, and various club presidents. The Southern Adventist University
Board of Trustees voted unanimously on February 28 for Ken Shaw to become the 27th president of the university.

Amanda Blake
Christina Coston
Paola Mora Zepeda
Lead Reporter, Editors
After months of searching, the
Southern Adventist University
Board of Trustees voted unanimously for Ken Shaw to become
the 27th president of the university. The decision came two days
after Shaw visited Southern. He
will step into his role as president
on June 1.
Southern_students_and
employees_first_learned_that
Shaw was the top presidential
candidate through an email sent
on Feb. 17 from Administrative
Assistant to the President Joylynn
Scott on behalf of the Board of
Trustees’ search committee chair,
David Jiménez.
According to a press release
issued_on_March_2,_Shaw_will

be the university’s first alum to
return as president. He graduated from Southern in 1980 with
a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics. Shaw’s wife, Ann, and both
of their children also graduated
from Southern.
“Ann and I cherish our memories from Southern,” Shaw said
in the press release. “Returning
to campus is like coming home
for us, and we’re delighted to be
part of this institution. I really
admire that Southern is still fundamentally centered on its mission and on the core values that
the institution has been about
for 129 years.”
Shaw is the current president
of Southwestern Adventist University in Keene, Texas. He also
has worked at Florida State Uni-

Ann and I
cherish our
memories
from Southern.
Returning to
campus is like
coming home
for us, and we’re
delighted to
be part of this
institution.
versity where he held various
positions. His experience is one
of the reasons he was selected
to_succeed_current_President
David_Smith,_according_to_the
press release.
"His track record as a leader

in higher education includes
increasing enrollment, establishing new academic programs, and
improving institutional financial
stability," said the press release.
According to Director of Marketing and University Relations
Isaac James, the nature of the
presidential search process dictated that neither the search
committee_nor_Shaw_could
respond to any inquiries made
by the Accent prior to Tuesday’s
announcement. However, more
information on the matter was
obtained through a recent issue
of QuickNotes and Editorial Manager for Marketing and University Relations Janell Hullquist.
Hullquist said after President
David Smith announced his
See SHAW on page 3

After_campaigning_for_two
weeks, junior accounting major
Jhosuet Esten won the SA election,_securing_the_position_of
president. Running unopposed,
sophomore_business_management_major_Kenneth_Bautista
and_junior_biology_research
major Marie Rodriguez have also
been confirmed as executive vice
president and social vice president, respectively.
Esten_received 56.8% of_the
votes,_beating_his_opponent
junior theology major Juan Grajales who landed 43.2% of the
votes._On_his_platform,_Esten
proposed creating a new website
that showcases ongoing campus
projects and a platform for students to voice their opinions.
“[Now]_we_get_straight_to
work,”_Esten_said._“We_try_to
implement the roles we have
in mind — implement the new
ideas. … Come next year, I want
to improve Southern in the time
that I have as president.”
Grajales_said_he_is_disappointed he lost but plans to
continue_his_position_as_an
SA senator and work with the
newly elected officers.
"Losing_doesn't_mean_I
become_enemies_with_them.
They're still my friends, and we
will work together to improve the
student experience on campus,"
See ELECTIONS on page 3

SA Senate approves the Southern aims to distribute
removal, repurposing of $1.9 million in emergency
Studio 4109
government funds to students
Taylor Dean
News Editor
On Feb. 24, SA Senate approved
proposed plans to abolish and
repurpose the funds for Studio
4109. According to the Feb. 24 SA
Senate Minutes, the reason for
the repurposing came after SA
decided that Studio 4109 could
be done on a different platform.

I believe that it
can be a blessing
in disguise for
Studio assuming
that it really
is repurposed
and made into
something that
can reach the
students in a
better way.
2020-2021 SA President and
senior psychology major Sheryl
Kambuni said the approval is the
first step in recreating a version
of Studio 4109 that “better fits
the needs and wants of our student body.” She added that in
the upcoming weeks, the newly
elected SA president and current

Studio 4109 director will be working to create a new position that
still entails some of Studio 4109's
original qualities.
“We will be working in the coming weeks to create a position
that in some ways does what
Studio used to do, but in many
ways is a new channel to reach
and positively impact the student
body,” Kambuni said. “We have
not narrowed down what that
will look like, but we plan to maintain some of the comedic relief
Studio was originally created to
express.”
According to Kambuni, the general interest in Studio 4109 and
its performances has declined in
recent years. Kambuni attributes
controversy over show content,
a decrease in personal engagement and momentum, and lack
of students appreciation as a few
of the reasons for the decline.
“After doing research on the
origin of Studio up to now, it is
clear that interest and participation has significantly declined for
several reasons,” Kambuni said.
“Also, in the past 10 years since
the start of Studio, technology
has changed the way we interact
See STUDIO 4109 on page 3

Illustration by Nick Nieves.

Alana Crosby
Staff Writer
Due to COVID-19, students in
financial need are being supplied
with funds from the United States
Department of Education (DOE).
According to Doug Frood, associate vice president for Financial
Administration, Southern is in the
process of distributing $1.9 million from the Higher Education
Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF).
As explained by Paula Walters,
director_for_Student_Finance,
the money is distributed in four

financial brackets based on loan
debt, the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and
grant eligibility. While having a
FAFSA on file is not required to
qualify for funds, 90% of students
who receive aid will have completed their FAFSA.
Students not eligible include
international_students,
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) and undocumented students.

Students will receive either
$250, $500, $700 or $1,100,
according to financial stability,
amount of loans taken out or
loan debt, and financial standing with FAFSA. An email with
a form attached was sent to
students who qualify. Students
can decide to send the money
directly to their bills, to have it
in-pocket or to split the money
between the two.
See FUNDS 4109 on page 2
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“The priority is for these funds
to go to students with exceptional needs,” Walters said.
The DOE states the money
should be used for “emergency
costs that arise due to coronavirus, such as tuition, food, housing, health care (including mental
health care) or child care.”
“I think the money from the
government is a good thing,”
said Anna Estep, sophomore
education major. “As broke college students, we’re happy to get
any bit of money we can to help
with our expenses.”

Students will
receive either
$250, $500,
$700 or $1,100,
according
to financial
stability, amount
of loans taken
out or loan debt,
and financial
standing with
FAFSA. An email
with a form
attached was
sent to students
who qualify.
Students can
decide to send
the money
directly to their
bills, to have it
in-pocket or to
split the money
between the two.
According to Frood, Southern
received $3.8 million from HEERF,
and the university aims to give
students half of that money. By
law, Southern is required to give
$1.2 million to students. After
that money has been distributed,
Southern will start looking to distribute additional funds.
“We will start looking at things
in_terms_of_having_made_an
advance_on_another_$700,000,
because_we’re_aiming_for_$1.9
million,” Frood said.
The $1.9 million set aside for
the school is being used to fund
extra nurses, health screeners
and cleaning supplies, and to
keep faculty employed whose
jobs were endangered by COVID19, according to Frood.
“This is helping the university
get through this and probably
come out of it in a very good position,” Frood said.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
w i t h _ s o m e _ l i m i t e d _ exc e p tions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To report_mistakes,_
email_us_at_accent@southern.
edu_or_reach_us_through_our_
social_media accounts.

Built-in best friends: Nelson Quadruplets share their
story about growing up together, choosing Southern

Katie Scott
Staff Writer
Nearly_20_years_ago,_after
years_of_trying_for_a_baby,
Wendy and Greg Nelson discovered that they were having
not one, but four babies. The
Nelson quadruplets — Sydney,
Neal, Andie and Nikki — were
born via surrogacy on March 22,
2001, 11 weeks premature and
weighing two pounds each. The
siblings are now freshmen at
Southern Adventist University.
Sydney,_Neal,_Andie_and
Nikki_all_said that they could
not imagine life without their
siblings. Growing up, they did
everything together. Nikki said
she “never felt lonely” because
her siblings were always there
to help her process the situation she was in. Andie described
being a quadruplet as “having a

built-in best friend for life.”
Growing up, the Nelsons
said they never minded being
together all the time — they
enjoyed having each other’s
company. If one sibling wanted
to play soccer, they all went
together to play. They never
considered separating until the
end of their high school career
when college was approaching. However, all four siblings
decided Southern was the university for them.
The_quadruplets_traveled
across the country from Loma
Linda,_California,_to_Collegedale, Tennessee, to study
elementary education, health
science, nursing and animation.
Sydney was driven towards
elementary_education_after

being a teacher’s assistant
in her cousin’s kindergarten
class during her senior year
of high school.
S i n c e _b e i n g _o n _c a m p u s ,
Neal referred to the School of
Visual Art and Design (SVAD)
as more than just a school,
but a “community.”
“What I like most about my
department [SVAD] is how close
we_work_with_our_professors.
My classes have really pushed
me to grow and get out of my
comfort zone,” Neal said.
While Neal isn’t certain what
his animation degree will lead
him to, he hopes to either work
for an animation studio, go into
game development or do freelance work.
This year, Nikki declared health

sciences her major because of
her interest in the field and her
desire to help others.
“[This degree will] equip me
for a future healthcare career
in order to help others on their
healthcare journey,” Nikki said.
“I am staying open to God’s specific plan in my life.”
Andie hopes to be accepted
into the nursing program in the
near future. She said her aunt’s
passion for her job as an ER
nurse inspired her to pursue a
career in a similar field.
“I know_it is a rigorous program. However, I take solace in
the words of my aunt and family who encourage me,” Andie
said._“Her_influence_will_definitely help me as I go into the
nursing program.”

HoA launches new documentary series
Frank Canizares
Staff Writer
In_2020,_“Humans_of
Adventism”_(HoA)_embarked
on a mission to address the
misrepresentation_and_misunderstanding of Adventism
in the world. In the process,
a 10-episode docuseries featuring the lives of Seventh-day
Adventists was produced.
Each_episode_provides_a
diverse_collection_of_stories
and perspectives, sometimes
even contradictory values. The
series was shot in the places
where the interviewees live,
work and spend their lives.
Due_to_their_commitment,
HoA_presents_individuals_as
who_they_are,_not_as_how
Adventists_may_want_them
to be. HoA has not hidden or
concealed items such as jewelry or tattoos.
In 2020, during the COVID19 lockdown, Kaleb Eisele,
the creator and director of
the series, and Justin Khoe, a
cinematographer and creator
of a YouTube channel, Justin
Khoe, and a small team traveled across the United States
to_interview_Seventh-day
Adventists.
As the producers explain in
the series’ trailer, HoA takes
viewers_visually_through_a
journey of exploring the psyche and the worldviews of
Seventh-day Adventists across
the United States.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

(Photo courtesy of the Nelson siblings)

Left: The Nelson quadruplets as toddlers. L-R: Sydney, Neal, Nikki, and Andie.
Right: The Nelson quadruplets now. L-R: Sydney, Neal, Andie, and Nikki.

(Screen capture by Xander Ordinola)

Screen capture of Humans of Adventism's trailer for its new documentary series. Kaleb Eisele and Justin Khoe
(pictured) started this project in 2020, during the COVID-19 lockdown.

Natalia_Perez_and_Phillip_Warfield,_both_Southern
alumni, were featured in the
new HoA docuseries.
“I met Phillip when he was
a student at Southern at the
Society of Adventist Communicators convention in 2018,”
Eisele_said._“Natalia_worked
with me early on Humans of
Adventism. I was not on Instagram then when it first came
out; I was exclusively on Facebook. Natalia helped build out
the Instagram side of HoA.”
As Eisele started to build the
audience_for_HoA_on_Instagram, he reached out to Perez
because_he_liked_how_she
designed her Instagram highlight bubbles.
“He wanted to get a price,
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and I told him I will do it for
free,” Perez said. “Kaleb is a
really_empowering_person
who_sees_people._He_finds
younger people he thinks are
doing cool work and builds
them up. He wants to get you
involved. It is such an honor to
be included in the series. They
interviewed me, and I was also
in the trailer.”
When Eisele was messaging
people,_getting_their_photos
and stories, and putting them
on Facebook, he reached out
to Warfield. Since then, they’ve
built a relationship.
“I was a guest, actually the
last person in the film,” Warfield said. “As for my relationship with Kaleb and Justin, we
met back in 2018 when [Eisele]

Copy Editors
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Web Manager
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was still trying to get [HoA] off
the ground. Since then, we've
just back and forth been building this relationship. I guess
t w o _ c re a t i v e s _ j u s t _ b o u n c ing things off of each other,
encouraging each other.”
Eisele believes everyday life
stories can build interpersonal
relationships.
“ We _ a re _ c o n v i n c e d _ t h a t
everyday_experiences_and
stories are crucial to building
healthier_interpersonal_relationships in the SDA church,”
Eisele said.
The docuseries_is_featured
on HoA's Facebook and Instagram_accounts,_@humansofadventism, as well as on Justin Khoe’s YouTube channel, @
justinkhoe.
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continued from page 1
retirement to the Board of Trustees on Oct. 4, 2020, the board
set up a 10-member committee
to search for_a_new president.
According to_a recent issue of
QuickNotes, Jiménez, who has
served_on_the_board_for_two
non-consecutive_decades,_was
appointed as chair of the search
committee in December 2020.
In_the_QuickNotes_issue,
Jiménez_was_quoted_saying,
“The 10-member committee, all
of whom are members_of the
Board of Trustees, has a diverse
make-up_of_educators,_church
leaders,_and_business_people,
including_female and minority
representation.”
Jiménez continued by explaining_the_committee’s_search
process and timeline. First, the

committee hired a professional
search_firm_called_FaithSearch
Partners. In October and November,_FaithSearch_interviewed
many_of_Southern’s_stakeholders, including university leadership, professors, student leaders,
alumni_and_community_members, to understand the important characteristics needed for
Southern’s next president. The
search firm’s final assessment
included_these_characteristics:
Spirituality_and_the_ability_to
instill a spiritual character in the
university’s_culture,_innovation,
being the face of the university to
the broader_Chattanooga community, providing leadership to
fundraising activities and business acumen.
FaithSearch then sent over 800
inquiries to different colleges and

universities within the United
States and internationally. Forty
resumes were received, 15 candidates were interviewed by FaithSearch and seven resumes were
presented to the search committee. Five candidates were then
interviewed by the committee in
early February.
According to Hullquist, it is
common_practice_to_have_a
meet-and-greet_with_the_top
presidential candidate as part
of the search process. Student
leaders met with Shaw on Feb.
25 for a Q&A session. Later
that day, participants received
an email with a link to provide feedback regarding their
impressions of him. The Board
of Trustees made their selection
for president three days later.

that the SA Senate’s approval
was a wise decision.
“Since my freshman year, I
have only seen a decline in Studio,” Abejar said. “And I saw this
as a wise choice to repurpose the
funds for better use rather than
wasting the time and money on
something that is not as relevant
as it was in the past.”
Studio 4109 Director Kevin
Acosta says that while it saddens him to see Studio 4109

go, he trusts that this may be
for the better.
“I believe that it can be a blessing in disguise for Studio assuming that it really is repurposed
and made into something that
can reach the students in a better way,” Acosta said. “While the
loss of the studio was personally
painful for me and the rest of the
staff, we look forward to [seeing]
what’s in the cards for Studio.”

Wednesday February, 24, 2021 (Photo by Xander Ordinola).

Mitch Bunch monitors the iPad that livestreams basketball intramurals.

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
For the first time since Southern's_intramurals_program
began,_games_are_being_live
streamed. With the technology
currently being used for basketball season, people can now go
to a link and watch the games.
Intramurals Director and Associate Professor Troy Walker said
the live stream was started to
accommodate the limited number of spectators allowed in the
gym during intramurals.
“We_kind_of_played_with_it
during the volleyball playoffs
to get a feel for how it would
work," Walker said. “And we
also live streamed some of the
3-on-3 volleyball tournaments
that happened right before
volleyball playoffs.”
Walker explained that because
of limited resources, the intramurals staff can only livestream
Court 1 for the time being.
“Right now, we don’t have the
infrastructure or the personnel
or the equipment to livestream
more than one game at a time,”
Walker said. “Now that would
be a pretty big undertaking. So,

STUDIO 4109

continued from page 1
I think that we have to play that
by ear and see how long this
COVID situation lasts and go
from there.”
Parents were notified of the
live streaming through a parent
e-newsletter and are now able
to watch and support their children even though they aren’t
there in person.
If someone is unable to view
the live stream in real time, they
can search the archived streams
and watch it later.
“The_fact_that_it’s_archived
makes_it_easier_for_people_to
watch later if they can’t watch
because_they’re_working_or
whatever,”_Walker_said._“The
players can go back and watch
their own games back again.
They can learn things from it and
see what they can improve on
and what they did well.”
The links to the live streams
for the basketball games can
currently be found on the “Intramurals at Southern Adventist
University" Facebook page.

and consume information.”
Additionally, there is no financial reason that is contributing
to the repurposing of the funds,
according to Kambuni. Due to
the change in technology over
the years, the funds for Studio
4109 are now going to be used
to reach students in more relevant ways.
2020-2021 SA Executive Vice
President and senior marketing
major Marcus Abejar believes

Saturday, November 3, 2019 (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Kevin Acosta, Kristian Perez, Lorenzo Sereno and Jared Chung act during a Studio 4109 show in Nov. of 2019.
During last week's SA Senate meeting, Senators passed Sheryl Kambuni's proposal to rebrand Studio 4109.

RAD Self-defense program
on hold due to pandemic
Victoria Mills
Staff Writer

ELECTIONS

continued from page 1
Grajales said.
Bautista secured 95.57% of the
votes. His platform included the
Lift Off initiative to help entrepreneur students start off their
businesses. Bautista says he is
looking forward to serving the
student body.
"I'm very excited and I feel like
I'm ready to start a new year!"
Bautista said.
Proposing a music festival,
Lantern Festival and DuckCon —
an event inspired by Comic-Con
— Rodriguez earned 93.89% of
the votes. Rodriguez now plans

to make the best events that she
can for the student body.
“I feel very blessed that I’m able
to receive this opportunity and
that the students at Southern
gifted me this opportunity to be
the Social Vice President,” Rodriguez said. “From now on, my
plans are just to make the best
events that I can for [students].”
Current SA President Sheryl
Kambuni called the three candidates separately to inform them
that they won the election. In
total, 949 students voted.

The Rape Aggression Defense
program (RAD), a self-defense
class offered by Campus Safety,
has been on hold since the beginning of COVID-19. RAD leaders
are trying to find ways to continue the program safely on campus, according to Fire and Safety
Specialist Josh Fraker.
As listed on Southern’s website, RAD is “a program offered
to the Campus Community at no
cost to the participants for the
purpose of increasing the safety
and safety awareness of its residents.”
RAD, led by Fraker, his wife, Jessi
Fraker, and Sheriff Deputy Anissa
Michalek,_has_been_offered_on
Southern’s_campus_for_about
10_years,_according_to_Fraker.
Usually, RAD is offered near the
beginning of each semester.
As outlined in Southern's Title IX
policy, RAD classes are offered “to
promote the awareness of rape,
acquaintance rape, and domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual
assault and stalking.”
Though_self-defense_classes
are not required by Title IX, Fraker
said_Southern_still_offered the
program for students’ well-being.
“The university has expressed
a_great_interest_in_enhancing
the personal safety of the student body, and the RAD program
is one of the avenues through
which_this_is_accomplished,”

Fraker said.
Fraker said plans were underway to offer RAD this semester
when President David Smith and
school administration strongly
encouraged students and faculty
to increase COVID-19 safety measures on campus. As a result, it
was decided that RAD would not
be offered this academic year.

The university
has expressed a
great interest in
enhancing the
personal safety
of the student
body, and the
RAD program
is one of the
avenues through
which this is
accomplished.
“We were asked to put our
plans on hold,” Fraker said.
According to Fraker, RAD
organizers are exploring ways
to safely continue the program.
Some of those methods include
wearing masks or face shields,
adhering to social distancing
requirements, offering Zoom
sessions and quarantining with
someone such as a roommate

who would be able to safely participate in simulated exercises.
“We would like to know options
for what people would feel comfortable with [during] COVID,”
Fraker said.
Junior nursing major Isabelle
Yeaton really enjoyed participating in RAD during the fall of 2019.
“It just seemed like a good
opportunity to learn how to
defend myself,” Yeaton said. “It
was kind of a convenient way
to learn.”
Yeaton said the leaders were
very careful to create a safe space
and made sure the participants
were_comfortable_throughout
the process.
“[The_leaders]_did_not_force
participation,”_Yeaton_said._“It
was_just_a_really_well-rounded
experience.”
F ra k e r _s a i d _h e _h o p e s _t o
restart_RAD soon because it is
a_valuable_resource_for_Southern’s community.
“Giving individuals the option
to defend themselves helps build
a more resilient and confident
student body,” Fraker said. “Additionally, skills learned at SAU can
be taken home to help enhance
the safety of future workplaces
and home communities.”
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Andrew Hansbury, junior computer science major, creates his own music in his spare time. Hansbury started playing the piano as a child and focused on classical music. As he became
older, he began to explore other types of music and eventually started to create his own. In addition to making music, Hansbury plays the piano for Merge as well as other church services and various school functions such as 423 Night Market. Due to his busy performing schedule and school, creating music is sometimes forced to take a sideline.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Hansbury gets assistance from Tristan DesChamps while creating music.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

The microphone that Hansbury uses to record lyrics. Though he recorded the words, he ultimately decided not to include lyrics.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Hansbury plays the piano to find the right notes for the song.

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Hansbury and his setup for creating music. The piano was connected to the program on the computer so he
could easily record the notes he plays.

ANDREW
HANSBURY
ANDREW HANSBURY
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Collegedale City Manager Ted Rogers and Chief
of Police Brian Hickman announce resignations
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
During_the_March_1_Collegedale Commission meeting,
Mayor Katie Lamb announced
its plan of action for fulfilling
the current position of city
manager_after_City_Manager
Ted Rogers retires on March 12.
Rogers has served as the
Collegedale city manager for
the last 15 years since 2006
when he was appointed by the
Board of Commissioners.
At the_Feb. 15 commission
meeting, Commissioner Ethan
White called for Rogers to be
terminated, citing recent events
involving the termination of Collegedale’s Parks and Recreation
Director Traci Bennett-Hobek.
White also expressed lack of
communication and loss of
trust with Rogers.
According_to_Rogers,_his
choice_to_resign_was_completely_voluntary_and_done

with the intention to retire.
“While I am indeed disappointed in the many untruthful allegations spoken against
m e , _I _c h o o s e , _a s _I _a l w a y s
have, to travel the high road
where there is never a traffic
jam,” Rogers said in a letter to
Lamb and the Board of Commissioners. “I am blinded by
the brightness of my future
endeavors and humbled by
the outpouring of support I
have received.”

I am blinded by the
brightness of my future endeavors and
humbled by the outpouring of support I
have received
During the March 1 commission meeting, the retirement
package for Rogers was voted

on. This vote allows Rogers to
keep his phone, laptop and
desk chair. Additionally in the
package, his current pay and
benefits will be fulfilled until
Dec. 31, 2021. Starting Jan. 1,
2022, Rogers is responsible for
his portion of medical benefits.
The commission also discussed its plan to hire a new
city manager. The city is hoping to find a permanent city
ma na ger _within _110 _days,
according to Lamb. In the
meantime, Vice Mayor Tim
Johnson proposed that City
Engineer Wayon Hines act as
interim city manager starting
on March 15.
It was voted by the commissioners 3-2, for Hines to
fulfill the position as interim
city manager.

Photo courtesy of The Chattanooga Times Free Press

Former Collegedale City Manager Ted Rogers posing in his office.

On Feb. 23, former Chief of
Collegedale Police Brian Hickman gave his letter of resignation to Rogers, effective Feb. 25.
On Jan. 12, the Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Internal Affairs
(IA) was tasked by Sheriff Jim
Hammond, at the request of
Rogers, to conduct an investigation into the incident involving Hickman, according to the
final IA report.
Hickman was involved in a
pursuit on Jan. 2 when he followed the suspect in his personal vehicle, which was carrying
his wife and daughter, who is
a minor. Hickman’s vehicle was
damaged during the pursuit,
immobilizing it. But no injuries
were sustained, according to a
Jan. 20 interview between Hickman and internal affairs.
The_investigation_was_completed on Feb. 1, and the al-

legation of pursuing a vehicle
in a non-city owned vehicle
was sustained, according to the
IA report.
While Hickman’s final day was
on Feb. 25, he will receive his
current salary and benefits until
March 31, according to the resignation letter.
“I understand that I remain in
good standing and am eligible
for rehire and all other benefits
accorded to former employees,” Hickman said.
According to the City of Collegedale’s website, the acting
chief_of_police_is_Sergeant
Jack Sapp.
The City of Collegedale is not
ready to respond at this time
in regard_to the resignation
of Hickman_and City Manager
Ted Rogers, according to Collegedale’s spokesperson.

Photo courtesy of The Chattanooga Times Free Press

Former Collegedale Chief of Police Brian Hickman testifies.

SPORTS

Former Olympic
gymnastics coach
commits suicide
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
In 2016, the former Team
USA Gymnastics doctor and
Michigan
State
professor
Larry Nassar was charged
with sexual abuse and other
charges. A Netflix documentary on his sexual crimes came
out when a bombshell report
broke about Nassar’s decades
of sexual abuse.
John Geddert, a former
Team USA Gymnastics coach
who had ties to the disgraced
Nassar, was recently hit with
24 charges relating to sexual
abuse and human trafficking.
The charges were the latest
in a massive fallout from the
2016 scandal involving Nassar. As a result, Geddert committed suicide.

While it has
been almost 5
years since the
initial report,
we can see the
fallout is far
from over.
Michigan Attorney General
Dana Nessel said Geddert’s
body was found at a rest stop
in Michigan. Geddert was on
his way to court. Rather than
being transported there, Nessel’s office elected to allow
him to make his way there
after being in contact with

Geddert’s attorney and were
assured of his intent to cooperate. Evidently, Geddert had
other plans.
Geddert had initially been
suspended in the wake of the
Nassar scandal. And in 2018,
he announced he was retiring.
During that time, though no
charges were handed down.
Yet, some witnesses insisted
he was aware of Nassar’s
crimes. A few years later, it
appears they may have been
right. While it has been almost
five years since the initial
report, we can see the fallout
is far from over.

NFL offseason: Trade rumors
and anticipation
Davy Ondrejka
Contributor
Big names in football such
as Russell Wilson, J. J. Watt
and Deshaun Watson have
NFL fans wishing to get one of
these great talents to help put
them over the top. Watt and
Watson have both expressed
to the Houston Texans that
they want out, with Watt
receiving a release. Wilson
has gone on record to say he
would be open to some teams
if the Seahawks are not interested in resigning him.
Watt has been one of the
greatest defensive ends in
football since he was drafted.
Sadly, he decided to move on
from his longtime team, the
Texans. Rumors had people
guessing that he might join
up with his brothers T. J. and
Derek Watt in Pittsburgh.
The Steelers had a great

season last year but had an
early exit in the first round.
It wouldn’t be hard imagining him wanting to play with
his two brothers for his last
few years. Another suspected
team to land J. J. was the Green
Bay Packers. He and all his
brothers played in Wisconsin
for the Badgers. Ultimately,
Watt signed a three-year $31
million contract with the Arizona Cardinals.
Watson put up incredible
numbers, especially last season when he led the league
in passing yards. He has
expressed frustration many
times now with the Texans and
has stated he will refuse to
play if not traded.
Destinations that Watson
could land are the Denver
Broncos, Carolina Panthers,

San Francisco 49ers, Miami
Dolphins and the New York
Jets. If the Texans have it their
way, Watson won’t be going
anywhere. They have said
they don’t plan on trading
him, though he remains adamant that he will not play for
them again.
Wilson will likely stay right
where he is in Seattle. In the
unlikely event he is traded,
Wilson said there are only
four places he would like to
play if not Seattle: the Dallas
Cowboys, New Orleans Saints,
Las Vegas Raiders or the Chicago Bears. It remains highly
unlikely that he’ll move on or
that the Seahakws will want to
move him. But he has begun
expressing some displeasure
with how things are going
there currently.
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OPINION
Does Biden’s first month in office meet expectations?
Dedicated to fulfilling his promises

Too many broken promises

Ariana Neverson
Contributor

Isabella Eklund
Contributor

As somebody who voted for
Biden, I have been keeping a
keen eye on what I think he
could do best for our country
within his first 100 days. Of the
following policies and actions
enacted by Biden, I think he has
already proven himself to be a
good president dedicated to
the promises he made during
his campaign. For his goals in
advancing racial equity, a White
House memorandum issued
on Jan. 26, titled “Condemning
and Combating Racism, Xenophobia, and Intolerance Against
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders in the United States”
discussed the numerous failings
of the government’s attempt to
stamp out this issue.
Along with this statement,
Biden made a public pledge
to crack down on xenophobia
against Asian-Americans in the
wake of an increase in violence and harassment during
the pandemic. The memorandum read, in part, “The Federal
Government must recognize
that it has played a role in furthering these xenophobic sentiments through the actions
of political leaders, including
references to the COVID-19
pandemic by the geographic
location of its origin.”
There is more planned for this

initiative that is yet to come.
Biden made a commitment
to fight against global warming by signing an executive
order beginning the process
of rejoining the 2015 Paris climate agreement, which the US
withdrew from last year. Additionally, Biden revoked the
presidential permit granted to
the controversial Keystone XL
Pipeline, which environmentalists and Native American
groups have fought for more
than a decade. Biden also
revoked an emergency declaration made by the Trump
administration that helped
fund the building of a wall
along the Mexican border and
ended the travel ban on some
majority-Muslim countries.
In support of LGBTQ+ rights,
Biden repealed a divisive law
passed under the previous
administration, bringing an
end to the ban on transgender
Americans joining the military.
The White House released a
statement on Jan. 20, titled,
“Executive Order on Preventing
and Combating Discrimination
on the Basis of Gender Identity or Sexual Orientation.” The
explanation of the repeal reads:
“Transgender service members will no longer be subject
to the possibility of discharge

or separation on the basis
of gender identity, President
Biden believes that gender
identity should not be a bar
to military service, and that
America’s strength is found in
its diversity.”
This news came after Biden
nominated Pennsylvania’s top
health official, Rachel Levine,
to be his assistant secretary of
health. This would make Levine
the first openly transgender
federal official to be confirmed
by the US Senate.
On Feb. 22, after the confirmation that over 500,000
Americans have passed from
the virus, the newly instated
president said:
“We must end the politics and
misinformation that’s divided
families, communities and the
country. It’s cost too many lives
already. It’s not Democrats and
Republicans who are dying
from the virus — it’s our fellow
Americans. It’s our neighbors,
our friends, our mothers, our
fathers, our sons, our daughters, husbands, wives. We have
to fight this together as one
people, as the United States of
America. That’s the only way
we’re going to beat this virus, I
promise you.”

While it is understandable
that it is truly impossible to
maintain every promise made
during one’s presidency campaign, President Biden’s recent
treatment of immigrants is
nothing short of failure. He
promised that within his first
100 days in office there would
be no deportations of immigrants. Alas, in merely a month,
there have been hundreds.
Biden has done some good
things as a president, but what
the public may call “good” should
really simply be rephrased as
“the bare minimum.” His best
deeds so far have been unraveling the mess left by impeached
President Donald Trump, which
is more of a credit to Biden’s
ability to uphold common sense
rather than a “good deed.” A
“good deed” would be holding
true to the promises he made
to the immigrants that come to
the United States with hope. It
is nothing short of cruel to lie to
a vulnerable population for the
sake of a vote.
It is understandable that
Biden is no different from any
other president before him.
However, I do not think that
Biden is necessarily a bad person who hopes to manipulate
the masses. Rather, I think that
his ability to mislead people will

deny him being credited as an
honest man. It is dishonest to
make promises that he knows
he cannot keep. It is not honest to claim to be the candidate
dedicated to supporting immigrants while knowing that the
promise he made would never
have been supported by the
federal judge. Instead of promising that within his first 100
days that deportations would
end, he should have shown his
commitment to ending deportations permanently.

He knew what
to expect and did
not make plans to
counter those hurdles. Instead, he
made promises he
could never keep.
In my opinion, Biden, who
also was previously the US vice
president, should not have been
shocked that his goals were
denied by the other branches
of government. He knew what
to expect and did not make
plans to counter those hurdles.
Instead, he made promises he
could never keep.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

RELIGION
Bring your questions to God and prepare to listen in faith
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
“Question everything” seems
to be the motto of our generation. College encourages critical thinking and diving deep
into our studies. Maybe it’s
the age bracket we live in, but
we’re obsessed with questioning society, expectations and
culture. In fact, questioning
has become branded as a coming-of-age ritual.
I’m no different. As a math
major, I love the question:
“Why?” I spend hours meticulously analyzing definitions,
studying identities and examining theorems to create
well-defined and developed
proofs that aim to answer the
mathematical “why” behind
what I do. All this leads me to
the questions: Can we question God in the same way?
Should we question God in
the first place? Is there a right
and wrong way in so doing?
Furthermore, how does He
respond to our questions?
So, one afternoon, I pulled
out my brown leather Bible
from the top shelf and combed
the familiar stories with the
sole purpose of exploring the
topic of questioning God. What
I found surprised me, encouraged me and humbled me. The
following are some of the main
points I learned.

First of all, there are two
ways that we can question God.
Equally interesting is how God
responds to both these ways.
For lack of a better term, let’s
call them productive questioning and unproductive questioning. To define both categories,
let’s ask the following questions.
Why are you asking? What
are your motives behind questioning God?
People who questioned God
productively questioned Him
because they didn’t understand something about God.
But, after sharing their concerns, they ended with faith.
Job is a prime example. He
felt rejected, abandoned and
that God was being unjust. You
can read chapters full of Job’s
questions to God. But, even
though he didn’t understand
what God was doing in that
moment, Job stated, “Though
He slay me yet will I trust Him.”
He further explained, “Even so I
will defend my own ways before
Him. He shall be my salvation,
for a hypocrite could not come
before Him.” ( Job 13:15-16)
On the other hand, unproductive questioning is aimed
at validating our perceptions
of God. This method often
ignores the answers God has
already given. One classic

example is the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. They consistently questioned Jesus not
because they wanted answers,
but because they wanted to
trip Him up and cement their
worldview of a Messiah. Read
Luke 11:16-36, and you’ll see
them demanding Jesus to perform a sign. But, Jesus didn’t
take the bait and stated the
only sign He would give them
was the “sign of Jonah.”
In contrast, God responded
to Job — not with answers that
Job so desperately wanted, but
rather in questions. Still, this
response was enough, and Job
humbly stated, “I have uttered
what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me,
which I did not know.” (Job. 42:3)
So here’s the bottom line:
Only through faith can we listen to God’s response when we
question Him (Heb. 11:6). So,
ask the hard questions, pray
to God your broken prayers
and let your tears blur the ink
on your Bible pages. But don’t
forget to listen through God’s
terms for His response.
“You will seek me and find
me when you seek me with all
your heart.” ( Jer. 29:13)

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
The importance of a diversity of backgrounds
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
More and more we hear
about the push for inclusivity and diversity in every
environment. In workplaces,
it is becoming standard for
employers to hire people of
different ethnicities, identities
and backgrounds. In the academic world, you hear allegations of universities accepting
the admission of students partially based on their ethnicity or
race over another student who
may seem “more qualified”
academically or through their
extra curriculars. For many,
this raises a large point of concern. If you’ve “worked harder”
or “accomplished more,” why
shouldn’t they hire you over
someone else?
Here’s the deal: Diversity
within a school or workplace
is what actually allows for
more inspiration and broader

innovation. The benefits that
a differing worldview within
an environment provides can
outweigh the “more experience” that someone else has.
Differing worldviews, backgrounds and belief systems
also bring more perspectives,
life experiences and ideas to
the table. Diversity is vital to
a well-rounded worldview and
the ability to effectively communicate with as many people
as possible.
It is shown that exposure
to students from a range
of backgrounds is actually
one of the best predictors
of whether first-year college
students return for a second year, according to Julia
T. Wood, author of Interpersonal Communication: Everyday Encounters. She also
notes that classrooms with

students of differing races
and ethnicities have increased
cognitive and personal development as well as enhanced
critical thinking skills.
Diversity is important in the
workplace too. In a 2016 study
titled “Women on boards, sustainability reporting and firm
performance,” it is shown the
more diverse a work group,
the more cognitive processing and exchange of information takes place. People
can learn from each other by
bringing in different ideas and
perspectives that lead to better
problem-solving. These teams
have more open dialogue and
encourage more creativity.
Additionally, being around
people with different worldviews forces us to question
our values and beliefs in a
way that is beneficial to us.

By questioning ourselves,
we are forced to deepen the
roots of our understanding
or to completely change our
mind about something that
doesn’t seem logically or emotionally consistent.
This exposure to differing
perspectives can save us from
complacency or lack of growth
in our own lives. Without diversity, we are more apt to the
dangers of “groupthink.”
Elizabeth A. Segal, a social
work professor at Arizona State
University, defines “groupthink” as “a strong desire to
conform and not be different
can lead to not speaking up or
raising alternative ideas [that
can lead] to a uniform way of
thinking within a group.”
An Instagram poll conducted
on my personal account
showed that 130 out of 191

Southern students attended
an Adventist academy before
attending Southern. While
being in an environment of
peers who have similar experiences and worldviews may
be comforting, it might not
provide a range of differing
experiences that would allow
for the benefits of diversity
that we desire. Therefore, it is
our responsibility to put ourselves in the way of diversity
in order to challenge ourselves intellectually, emotionally and spiritually.
If we limit ourselves to a
community of people who
all came from similar, if not
nearly identical backgrounds,
we are also limiting ourselves
to an immense well of knowledge, inspiration, understanding and opportunity.

Illustrations by Nickolas Nieves

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Mackenzie Jezierski

Josh Donesky

Samantha Schmidt @littleschmidt99
wow the weather is so nice today I should go out with my group of
several white friends and one (1) poc friend and sit on a blanket in the
middle of campus with the administration building in the background

Daniel Hasel @dani_hasel
Why can’t I have a package delivered directly to my address but have
to wait three days for Southern to make it available to me?

Andrea Stevens @andens99
Everyday I test the limit of coffee I can consume, and everyday I push
that limit just a little further

mackenzie_jezierski I’m bad! I’m bad! You
know it! #SAUlife

Elise Deschamps

jdonesky It never hurts to keep looking for
sunshine. -Eeyore #SAUlife

Blake Tousignant

Isa Montanari @isamontav
“Piggybacking off what so and so said…”
The phrase above is very fatigued. She has been tirelessly aiding us
in zoom classes and discussions. I know this is hard, but it’s time to let
her go.

Alex @_x3LA_
Sydney: Do you wanna watch the tik toks I sent you?
Me: How many are there?
S: *imitating Dudley* HoW mAnY aRe ThErE?!*
When I tell you I opened the app to exactly 36. I lost it

leeezie #SAUlife

Congratulations @damarisxo_
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Evelyn Diaz

btouz14 Now or Never #SAUlife

Sam Oliveira

Kevin is looking to grab some extra
supplies for his room. Find him in
this issue to recieve a

$10 Target Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
netllely born to express, not to impress #SAUlife

solive03 It’s been awhile #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Today 24

Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org

36-63

Thursday 25
Friday 26
39-59

Christianity & Social Justice Conference
Employee Appreciation Day
MidTerm Ends
9:00 a.m. – SA Smile Initiative, Promenade
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – God Inspired Fruit
Concert, Goliath Wall
6:40 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow

Sunday 28
32-61

11:00 a.m. – Cave Open, Student Park
7:30 p.m. – Symphony Orchestra Concert,
Virtual

11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations –
What Does the Bible Really Say About
Homosexuality?: Alan Parker, Thatcher
Chapel/Online
12:00 - 5:00 p.m. – Meet the Firms &
Graduate Schools, Virtual via Handshake
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore
Success

Saturday

36-66

27

9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & 30-59
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. – SOAP Outdoor Church: Rock Climbing, Wright Hall
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
6:00 p.m. – Evensong, https://www.southern.
edu/evensong
6:41 p.m. – Sunset
8 p.m. – BCU Ethnic Night

Monday 1
International Women’s Day

Tuesday 2
48-68

6:00 p.m. – LaunchU Pitch Competition, Lynn
Wood Hall Chapel

41-66

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|3

Leilani Pollock

Cristalia Rivera

Maiya Banks

Saturday |6

Michelle Torres

Kimberly Kra

Xavier Baca

Monday |8

Becca Overstreet

Ethan Carpenter

Aisling Griffin

Jessica Stern

Dominic Ciasca

Vince Harlequin

Taylor Waterman

Julia Ciasca

Lance Hoffman

Thursday |4

Ethan Davidson

Braden Peeke

Chloe Elias

Melani Echavarria

Gillian Wong

Alyssa Fickett

Castro

Tuesday |9

Mikenna Healy

Kaylan Hartman

Kelvin Feitosa

Roshann Sajjadi

Grace Scoggins

Jesse Hines

Rachel Santana

Sunday |7

Elodie Manalo

Siosiua Telefoni

Kirsten Clark

Tres Newlon

Ryan Van Zyl

Xinlu Lin

Rica Veluz

Friday |5

Bradford McDonald

Kelli Miller

Diana Ortiz

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN COUNSELING
Let Us Help You Help Others

Southern’s counseling program provides practical
knowledge combined with a highly-supervised
clinical experience.
Scheduled for Your Convenience
Hybrid classes support your work-life balance.
Designed for Your Success
Southern’s CACREP-accredited programs in Clinical Mental
Health Counseling and School Counseling prepare students
for state licensure and provide practical knowledge and
clinical experience.
Grounded in Christian Principles
The training you receive at Southern will be grounded in
Christian principles and designed to prepare you for work
in a variety of settings.
Master of Science in Counseling
• Clinical Mental Health Counseling
• School Counseling

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

News | 3
Southern's COVID-19
timeline: A year in review

March 10, 2021
Collegedale, Tennessee

Collegedale News| 5

Opinion | 5

Lifestyle | 7

Collegedale establishes a
new Board of Building
Construction Appeals

Debating the minimun
wage: Should it be raised?

A message to the unmotivated,
unispired and unsure student

Southern Accent

Vol. 76
Issue 19

The student voice since 1926

Over 1,400 students sign SA petition Campus
requesting two mental wellness days safety

officers,
Southern
Village
residents
navigate
increase in
fire alarms
Victoria Mills
Staff Writer

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

Christina Coston
Managing Editor
Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
On_March_1st,_the_Student
Association launched a petition
calling for the implementation
of Spring 2021 Wellness Days —
two days scattered throughout
the remainder of the semester
designated_for_mental_health
and wellness.
The_petition,_created_by_SA
President Sheryl Kambuni, calls
on administration to approve
mental wellness days for the
student body.
In the petition, Kambuni writes:
“I am proposing two days dedicated to wellness that would give
students the opportunity to get
some much-needed sleep, catch
up on difficult classes, and do
other activities that promote rest
in order to perform their best."
The _ petition _ continued _ by
explaining _ how _ the _ two _ days
would be distributed.

"These days would be scattered between now and the end
of the school semester, during
which there would be no classes
(in person or on Zoom) [and]
assignments due or tests.”
In an interview with the Accent
Kambuni said the idea to implement mental wellness days came
to her after hearing about the
shortened Spring Break.
"The reason behind shortening Spring Break was to lessen
the amount of time that people
can be off campus to get exposure [to the coronavirus]," Kambuni said. "But, it doesn't cater
to_students'_needing_breaks,
so_these [mental health days]
would cater to that."
The petition received a large
amount of support from students
reaching more than 1,000 signatures within the first 12 hours. As

The petition
received a
large amount
of support
from students
reaching more
than 1,000
signatures
within the first
12 hours.
of March 8, the petition had over
1,440 signatures.
“I _ had _ spoken _ to _ some _ of
the_cabinet_and_they_thought
students_would_be_receptive,”
Kambuni_said. _ “But _ we _ just
hoped _that _once _several _students heard about it they would
get behind it, because there is
strength in numbers.”

In the comment section of the
petition, students have given various reasons for why they believe
the days should be approved.
Nikki Nadler, freshman music
major, supports the petition.
“... I’m not a machine,” she said.
“I need a day to be able to do
things guilt free. I want to be able
to decide to disinfect my room
or take a moment with friends
without feeling guilt and stress
because I’m not spending all my
time studying.”
Lorne_Owens,_junior_history
major, notes that “there is a rise
of depression because of the
pandemic, [and] students’ grades
are slipping.”
The CDC has attributed rising
rates of depression, anxiety and
substance abuse to the COVID19 pandemic. As stress levels
See WELLNESS DAY on page 2

Southern_Village_residents
have_experienced_20%_more
fire alarms this school year than
last school year, according_to a
flyer_issued_by_Campus_Safety
to Village residents on March 2.
The flyer_also stated that 88% of
the_alarms are caused by cooking, with construction, hair products and tools for the other 12%
of alarms.
Many_students_noticed_the
increase_in_alarms_since_the
beginning_of_this_semester.
Senior nursing major Stephanie Trinidad, an RA in Southern
Village, said the alarm in her
building went off seven times —
none of which were the result of
a real fire.
“I’m not 100% positive why this
keeps happening,” Trinidad said.
Two_of_the_seven_incidents
Trinidad_referred_to_happened
to senior nursing major Juliana
Camacho. On Jan. 23, around 6
a.m., Camacho was boiling water
for tea while showering when
she heard the fire alarm go off.
She quickly got dressed, opened
the window and went outside.
Camacho said her water was only
steaming a little, and she didn't
know if the alarm was her fault.
Camacho also said she was
confused by the verbal instruction in the fire alarm.
“It’s a weird new alarm,” CamaSee FIRE on page 2

SA Senate to build new $135,000 outdoor
Local Churches
wrestle with COVID-19 basketball courts set for early summer
Miranda Delgado
Staff Writer
With cases still rising all over
the _ country, _ local _ congregations face challenges during
COVID-19. In Hamilton County,
churches are allowed to choose
whether to open or close and
whether or not to require people to wear masks during services, according to directive No.
5 of the Hamilton County Health
( Jan. _ 16, _ 2021). _ Seventh-day
Adventist (SDA) churches in the
Chattanooga area have chosen
various approaches to cater to
the needs of their members and
communities.
“We are doing everything we
can to keep our church, university and community safe,” said
David Ferguson,_senior pastor
of the Collegedale Church of
Seventh-day Adventists.
According to Ferguson, the
Collegedale _ Church _ follows _ a
series _ of _ protocols _ including
temperature checks, health surveys and mask requirements.
At the East Ridge SDA Church
in East Ridge, Tenn., the congregation _ offers _ two _ places
of _ worship _ to _ accommodate
members who prefer to wear
masks_and those who prefer
not to wear masks. A live service is alternated between the
two locations. Church leaders

find themselves working with
two groups of people who feel
strongly _ about _ implementing COVID-19 protocols or not
implementing them.
“Most _ people, _ when _ they
come_to our church, cooperate with our protocols,” said
Steven Grabiner, pastor of the
East Ridge SDA Church. “On one
side, there is the feeling that
we are not strong enough with
our protocols. And, on the other
side, the feeling that people’s
autonomy is being taken away.”
Just a few miles away, Hamilton_Community_Church
has been “growing since the
pandemic,” according to Hal
Moore, the church's communications director.
Church members, students,
community_members_and
guests have been attending the
now very active Hamilton Community Church.
“COVID-19 has been the best
thing that has happened to our
church,” said Dave Ketelsen, the
church's pastor.
When COVID-19 struck, the
church moved to two services
and Ketelsen feared that their
numbers_would_diminish.
Instead, Ketelsen reported that
See CHURCHES on page 2

Mock-up courtesy of Marcus Abejar

Computer mock-up of the proposed outdoor basketball courts. The courts will be located next to the lower
tennis court behind Hulsey Wellness Center. In total, the entire project will cost around $135,000 to $136,000.

Aaron Mumu
Staff Writer
Led by Marcus Abejar, senior
marketing major and Student
Association_executive_vice
president, SA Senate will build
two new outdoor basketball
courts next to the lower tennis
court behind Hulsey Wellness
Center._Construction_for_the
project will begin as soon as
the weather improves.
According_to Abejar,_creating
the_outdoor_basketball_courts
will cost just under $84,000, while
excavating and grading will cost
over_$28,000._SA_Senate_also
plans to install four lighting poles,
costing an additional $24,000, to

allow students to play basketball
at night. In total, the entire project will cost around $135,000 to
$136,000.
The funds for this project come
directly from the SA contingency
fund._According_to_Jessica_Ing,
sophomore business administration major and SA executive secretary, the money from this fund
can only be used for projects that
students create. These funds cannot be used for any projects not
previously allocated for.
“We want to do something
that will benefit a lot of people,”
Ing said.
Since _the _pick-up _games _in

Iles _Gym _were _discontinued
due to COVID-19, Abejar hopes
the_new_outdoor_courts_will
provide a space for students
to_play_basketball_together.
Students like Jon Pinero, junior
psychology major, said a new
court will benefit students.
“I like this one here,” Pinero
said, referring to the single basketball hoop in Southern Village.
“But I know having a full court will
be awesome.”
Pinero_also_said_that_“Even
though we have a gym, it’s occupied a lot. Having it outdoors will
give us more accessibility.”
See COURT on page 2
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NEWS
COURT

continued from page 1
According to Dennis Negrón,
vice president for Student Development, the idea for an outdoor
basketball court had been considered by SA Senate for over
five years. It ultimately took Abejar’s leadership for the project to
move forward. Because the project is scheduled to be completed
in the early summer, Abejar finds
it unfortunate that he graduates
this May.
“I’m_excited,”_Abejar_said,
“but [I] won’t be able to see
this project until after I leave
and graduate.”

FIRE

continued from page 2
cho said. “It said, ‘Do not use the
elevator. Exit now. … Follow your
company’s_protocol,’_or_something like that.”
According to Camacho, when
Campus Safety arrived 14 minutes_later,_they_checked_and
cleared_everything._Camacho
left her apartment but returned
around noon. The fire alarm was
going off again.
“During the next couple days,
the_alarm_went_off_multiple
times,” Camacho said. “It was a
non-stopping thing.”
Fire_and_Safety_Specialist
Josh_Fraker_said there are two
fire alarm systems on campus.
Both_are_fully_functioning_and
safe,_according_to_Fraker._He
said in the past three years, various buildings around campus,
including Southern Village, have
been upgrading to the new system, called Honeywell. The new
alarms measure smoke and heat
in different ways to determine
whether there is a fire or not,
according to Fraker.
The fire alarm policy on Southern’s website says, “When_the
fire_alarm_activates,_immediately exit the building using the
nearest available exit. It is not
your responsibility to determine
whether or not there is a fire.”
Referring to the flyer sent to
Village_residents,_Fraker_said,
“The tips on the flyer are not just
random — most of our smoke
alarms are cooking-related and
can be avoided if the resident
turns on the vent hood over their
stove and stays with their food.”

Three tips to help
avoid setting off the
fire alarm
1. Check the vent — Vent
hood should be turned on
over stove any time you are
cooking in the kitchen.
2. Attend your food — Do
not put anything in hot oils,
to sear, or to steam without
monitoring it.
3. Open kitchen window
or door — If you do burn
something, immediately open
the kitchen window or door to
let out odors or smoke.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
w i t h _ s o m e _ l i m i t e d _ exc e p tions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To_report_mistakes,_
email_us_at_accent@southern.
edu_or_reach_us_through_our_
social_media accounts.

Monday, March 8, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Hamilton Community Church has been “growing since the pandemic,”
according to Hal Moore, the the church's communications director.

CHURCHES

continued from page 1
this has not been the case.
“We have been pretty steady
with_our_numbers_and_even
grown_to_add_a_third_service,”
Ketelsen said.
In _ addition_to_the_growth
of the church, members have
been involved in their community “like never before,” accord-

WELLNESS DAY
continued from page 1

rise alongside COVID-19 case
rates, many colleges are opting
to hold “wellness days” instead
of Spring Break. Universities
nearby Southern, such as Lee
University and University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, as well
as larger universities such as
Penn State, Duke University and
Harvard, all have implemented
some form of wellness days.

“It is inhumane not to take into
account_the_student’s_mental
health,” said Arian Dovald, junior
physics major.
As of March 8, the petition
wasbeing_reviewed_by_administration. Kambuni said any
decision made by the administration will be communicated
to students through the appropriate channels.

about COVID-19 protocols.
“Church _ should _ continue
to do its best to maintain the
safety_of_all_people,”_Stojkic
said. “Social distancing is hard
to _ maintain _ in _ church, _ but
people have the choice not to
attend if they don't feel safe.”
On_the_other_hand,_some
students _ don’t _ believe _ that

they should be forced to wear
a mask in church. Freshman
nursing major David Lazcano
said masks in church should be
optional.
“I think that the church should
allow _ individuals _ to _ decide
whether they want to wear a
mask or not,” Lazcano said.

Student Missions Director
to leave Southern next week

Staff, students discuss the
challenges of enforcing
COVID-19 protocols in the VM
Patrick McGraw
Staff Writer
Southern has made a number
of changes due to the COVID19 pandemic in order to protect
the welfare of its students and
faculty. Among the places where
these changes are felt are in the
eateries on campus.
In the_cafeteria, students sit
at_tables,_separated_by_transparent dividers of acrylic glass.
At KR’s Place, they eat at socially
distanced tables where seating
is limited. At both of these eateries, students are also required
to wear_a wristband. However,
there is one exception to this rule
— the Village Market (VM) does
not have a staff member checking for wristbands at the door; it
functions as both an eatery and
a grocery store for both students
and community members.

Because we are
unique in that
we serve not only
students but the
whole community,
enforcing
Southern’s policy
can be challenging.
“Here at Village Market, we follow Southern’s COVID policy in
regards to social distancing and
mask_wearing,"_VM_Manager
Jackie Rose said. "Because we are
unique in that we serve not only
students but the whole community, enforcing Southern’s policy
can be challenging. If a customer
comes in without a mask, we give
them a complimentary disposable mask from the service desk.
We put up plexiglass shields in
several locations and have posted
policy signage on the front doors
and around the store.”
Junior_public_relations_major

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

ing to Moore.
“New ministries are popping
[up] everywhere, and it is like
new life has been breathed into
our church,” Moore said.
Southern _ students’ _ opinions vary regarding COVID-19
restrictions_in_church._Alyssa
Stojkic, _ freshman _ psychology
major, _ expressed _ her _ views

Monday, March 8, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

East Ridge SDA Church offers two places of worship to accommodate
members who prefer to wear masks and those who prefer not to
wear masks.

Elise Deschamps said she understands both the concern and
reasoning behind not enforcing
wristbands at the VM.
“Honestly,_because_the_VM
is_more_of_a_grocery_store
that is open to the public, I
_
don’t expect them to actually
enforce the wristband rule,”
Deschamps said. “While I can
understand why there would be
concern in regards to students
or faculty or people not having
to have wristbands to go to the
VM, I also understand that it’s
literally a grocery store to the
local community, and they’re
not going to go ahead and get
a wristband before they go to
the grocery store.”
Sophomore_biology_major
Trevor_Paden_said although_he
has concerns_about safety, he
appreciates the convenience of
not having to wear a wristband
at the VM.
“I don’t think it’s safe, but when
I’m lazy and it’s 6 a.m., I like it,”
Paden said. “I like grabbing Asian
food from the VM and eating it
in my room. It’s the safest way to
eat, plus I can watch TV then.”
For safety measures, Paden
suggested that the VM could
have a temperature check station
at the entrance.
Junior fine arts major Danny
Perez said although he understands why the VM is not
requiring patrons to wear a
wristband,_he_is_concerned
about transmission.
“I get that it’s a grocery store
and they can’t just require
everyone to wear wristbands.
But at the same time, literally
anybody can walk in there,”
Perez said. “It’s hard to know
if someone might have COVID
without testing them, especially
if it’s a random person walking
in from off-campus.”
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Christian Bunch sits in his office. Bunch will be leaving Southern and his
position as director for Student Missions.

Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
After serving as Student Missions Director since 2017, Christian Bunch will be leaving the
position on March 18. Bunch will
then_begin_working_remotely
for_a_natural_food_company
called_Country_Life_Natural
Foods, located in Michigan.
After_graduating_in_2017
from_Southern_with_a_degree
in business, Bunch applied for
the student_missions director
position_and_didn’t_think_he
would get the job.
“It was definitely something I
prayed a lot about,” Bunch said.
“God_made_it_clear_that_this
[was] the right fit. There were a
lot of people who applied, so I
didn’t think I would get it. But it
just worked out.”
He said director for Student
Missions was his dream job and
allowed him to get involved with
people all over the world, working in many different countries
and impacting students' lives.
Since_working_at_Southern,
Bunch said some of his greatest_accomplishments_have
been hiring great students who
did exceedingly more than he
would have ever thought.
“They are incredible,” Bunch
said._“All_the_teams_I_have
worked with are incredible.”
Bunch said that while working
at_Southern_he_has_learned_to
appreciate and understand peo-
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ple of different races and cultures.
“I don’t think I understood the
experience of somebody who is
of a different skin tone than I am
until I came and worked at Southern, and I’ve had so many great
conversations,” Bunch said.
During his time at Southern,
Bunch said, he has seen God
lead day by day.

Just get on your
knees, spend time
with Him today, and
eventually those
days make a year.
“We_often_think_like,_‘Lord,
what do you want me to do?’
Like, big picture,” Bunch said.
“Just get on your knees, spend
time with Him today, and eventually those days make a year.”
When_asked_if_he_had_any
regrets while working at Southern, Bunch said he didn’t.
“I don’t know if I’ve met my
own expectations, but I think
we made a lot of progress,” he
said. “I have no regrets. Hopefully,_somebody_who_comes
after [me] will be able to take
[what_we’ve_done]_and_just
double and triple it — like, just
really build on the things we’ve
adapted to. I think this program
is positioned to thrive.”
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Southern's
COVID-19
timeline: A
year in review

NEWS

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
March 12, 2020 was a sunny
day at Southern, with an approximate high of 65 degrees Fahrenheit_Students_milled_about,
going to and from their last few
classes_before_Spring_Break.
They could not have predicted
what was to follow.
Jared_Stoia,_sophomore_psychology major, said he started
hearing rumors about being sent
home in early February.
“I_was_hearing_in_February
from_my_dad_[at_Duke_University]_about_this_bug_that’s
going around,” Stoia said. “He
was telling us to pack a little bit
more than you normally would.
Because odds are we weren’t
coming back.”

An email was
sent to students on
March 12 at 11:19
a.m., letting them
know they needed
to pack everything
up because
they wouldn’t
be returning to
campus.
Despite the school monitoring
the global spread of the coronavirus, the decision to go online
came suddenly. An email was
sent to students on March 12 at
11:19 a.m., letting them know
they needed to pack everything
up_because_they_wouldn’t_be
returning to campus. The email
read,_“After_careful_consideration of the increasing spread of
COVID-19 and out of concern for
the well-being of our students,
Southern_Adventist_University
Administration_has_determined
that we will move to online and/
or_video_distance_learning_for
the rest of the semester. Spring
Break will be extended a week
with classes resuming online on
March 30, 2020.”
The news shocked the campus.
Students began contacting their
parents, guardians, family members or anyone who could help
them get their things packed.
“I remember frantically calling_my_parents,”_senior_psychology_major_Jillian_Roberts_
said._“My boyfriend was calling
his [parents], and we were so
scrambled. We had one small car
and two dorm rooms full of stuff
to get home.”
Only 12 hours before the news
first broke, some students were
at the airport ready to fly abroad
for mission trips. Delaney Fox,
senior health, physical education
and recreation major, was about
to embark on a trip to Rwanda.
The cancellation came as a shock
to her and her companions.
“The initial reaction was confusion and disappointment,” Fox
said. “I remember getting a text
from one of our sponsors telling
us to meet at a specific location.
… He started telling us about how
Melissa Moore had called, and
we weren’t going to Rwanda anymore. … He got emotional, which
didn’t help us at all.”
Once the email was sent out,
she knew what was next: Moving out.
Students began packing their
things and leaving campus. Parents drove to school to help, and
some resolved to make a couple
of trips. The initial deadline for
moving out was March 20, which
was later extended to March 23,
giving students 11 days to get
their affairs in order.
About a week later, Jake Miller,
junior_business_management

major, who had gone home for
break_prior_to_the_announcement, returned to an empty campus to pack his belongings.
“It_was_oddly_eerie_to_walk
around campus,” Miller said.
After_a week_of_allowing_students to adjust, remote learning
began. Students and faculty utilized Zoom in order to communicate and hold classes. Professors were forced to adjust their
curricula._With_less_than_half
the_semester_remaining,_many
students were hoping to simply
coast to the finish line.
“I_appreciate_the_professors
trying to make it easier on us at
home, but I still just wanted it to
be over as soon as possible,” Roberts said.
When the semester did finally
end, the future was still uncertain. The pandemic raged on,
and many schools were forced to
commit to distance learning for
at least another semester.
On May 4, Southern resolved
to make in-person classes possible again for the Fall 2020 semester. And on June 15, administration laid out rigid guidelines for
students when they returned.
Enhanced_air_filtration_and
electrostatic cleaning were introduced to ensure the air and surrounding_environments_were
clean to prevent the spread of
the coronavirus. Daily temperature screening, symptom assessments and masks were required
at all times with no exceptions.
Classrooms were spaced out, and
plexiglass barriers were added at
checkout places.
Thanksgiving_Break_began
on Nov. 23, and classes finished
online. The Fall 2020 semester ended with a low number
of COVID-19 cases. In total, the
school had 72 active cases.
As students prepared to return
to campus for the Winter 2021
semester, the university encouraged a responsible return by
offering $50 Village Market gift
cards to students and employees
who showed proof upon arrival
that they had taken a COVID-19
test or were vaccinated. However,_on_Jan._26,_Southern’s
COVID-19 dashboard reported
that 26 individuals were in isolation after testing positive — an
all-time high for the campus. On
Feb. 2, administration held an
emergency_town_hall_meeting
informing students, faculty and
staff that in-person classes were
in jeopardy unless everyone followed the COVID-19 guidelines.

As of March 9,
2021, Southern’s
campus had
reduced the
number of isolated
individuals by
over 50%, with the
COVID-19 dashboard
reporting 12
individuals
currently in
isolation.
As of March 9, 2021, Southern’s campus had reduced the
number of isolated individuals
by over 50%, with the COVID-19
dashboard reporting 12 individuals currently in isolation. The University Health Center, along with
administration, has made more
COVID-19 resources available to
students in an effort to relieve
the stresses that come with combatting the pandemic.
Timeline illustration by Paola Mora Zepeda
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BCU NIGHT
Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

BCU dancers perform a salsal inpired dance routine. The group also performed other dances that featured various techniques from different countries.

Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Performers in mask showcare a stepping routine.

Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Georges Ambroise watches the monitor and speaks to AV to ensure that the
night runs as planned. He, along with social VP Maddy Thamos and VP Jedlee
Germeil, managed the night.

Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Joshua Callawood's and Cassidy Connelly's characters meet for the first time. Cheers and
applause could be heard from the crowd as they walked on stage.

Dancers perform their rendition of "The African Dance," a dance based off of musical and movement
styles from Sub-Saharan Africa.

Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Choreographer Justice Welch strikes his final pose during the hip hop dance routine called the
"Smeeze." Welch was inspired by Bruno Mars’ performance during the 60th Grammy Awards show.

Saturday, March 6, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola

Joshua Callawood and Cassidy Connelly argue as part of the skit.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS
Collegedale establishes new Board of Building Construction Appeals
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
At_the_March_1_Collegedale
commission_meeting,_Mayor
Katie_Lamb_nominated_Paul
Frieson,_Todd_Leamon_and
Jerry_Moody_as_members_for
the newly established Board of
Building Construction Appeals.
Commissioners approved all
three nominees.
Building and Codes Director Andrew Morkert suggested
that Lamb nominate the three
now-approved members, since
each serves on other boards
at Collegedale relating to construction and building.
At the Jan. 25 commission
workshop, Morkert presented
the need for the Board of
Building Construction Appeals.
According to the Jan. 25 commission_workshop_minutes,

the_commission_agreed_to
continue the process of creating this board by voting on its
ordinance at the Feb. 1 commission meeting.

“Although this
board may not
meet very often, it
will provide applicants an opportunity for their position
to be heard by a
qualified panel of
board members.”
The purpose of the board is
to serve the owner of a building, structure or structure system if they choose to appeal a
decision made by the building

and codes director, according to
Ordinance #1090, the law establishing the board of appeals.
At the Feb. 1 commission meeting,_all_commissioners_voted
unanimously at the first hearing
of the approval of the Board of
Building_Construction_Appeals,
according to the Feb. 1 commission meeting minutes.
A c c o rd i n g _ t o _ O rd i n a n c e
#1090, a written notice will be
filed within 30 days after the
decision_by_the_building_and
codes director. If the project is
deemed unsafe by the building
and codes director, they have
the right to shorten the appeal
time. If this is the case, the
director must write the specific
reasoning_for_shortening_the
time period and provide a copy

to the property owner.
The_board_will_look_at_an
appeal_within_45_days_after_it
was filed and will reach a decision 30 days after initial consideration of the appeal. Each
decision made by the board
members will be written down
and will include reasonings for
the decisions that will be signed
by the chairman of the board.
“If a decision of the board
reverses or modifies a decision of the building and codes
director, or varies that application of any provision of the
adopted_code,_the_building
and codes director shall immediately take action in accordance_with_that_decision,”
according to Ordinance #1090.
Decisions made by the Board

of Building Constructions Appeals are final. Any revisions or
reviews must be obtained in the
court of law, according to Ordinance #1090.
T h e _b o a rd _w a s _o f f i c i a l l y
established by all the commissioners at the second hearing
on Feb. 15, according to commission minutes.
“Although this board may not
meet very often, it will provide
applicants an opportunity for
their position to be heard, by a
qualified panel of board members, concerning conditions as
outlined in the above attachment,” Morkert said.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

SPORTS
Exciting All Star “weekend” in Atlanta:
One night for all the competitions

MLB Spring
Training

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

Sunday night was basketball
night with the NBA hosting the
dunk contest, 3-point shootout
and All-Star game — three
events that usually require a
full weekend. This year it was
Team LeBron vs. Team Durant.
Each player got to pick players
in a draft style format to create
their All-Star team.
Team LeBron was as follows:
Giannis Antetokounmpo, Stephen Curry, Luka Doncic, Nikola
Jokic, Damian Lillard, Ben Simmons, Chris Paul, Jaylen Brown,
Paul George, Domantas Sabonis and Rudy Gobert.
Team Durant also had a
strong roster: Kyrie Irving, Joel
Embiid, Kawhi Leonard, Bradley Beal, Jayson Tatum, James
Harden, Devin Booker, Zion
Williamson, Zach LaVine, Julius
Randle, Nikola Vucevic, Donovan Mitchell and Mike Conley.
The first event of the night
was_the_Skills_Challenge.
Domantas Sabonis from the
Indiana Pacers took this event
with_relative_ease._Going
against_very_skilled_players
such as Doncic and Paul, Sabonis was still able to pull off the
win with excellent passing and
dribbling skills for a big man as
well as a nearly perfect shooting percentage.
The second event was the
3 - p o i n t _s h o o t o u t . _B a c k _t o
reclaim his crown from 2015,
Curry put on quite the show,
scoring 31 in his first round letting the field know he intended
to win again. It came as a shock

to few that Curry won the
3-point competition, but it was
actually quite close. In the final
round, Conley had a 27-point
round to increase the pressure. With just one ball left —
a money ball worth two points
— Curry was able to eke out a
victory over Conley.
The Dunk Competition had
some entertaining slams, but
there was an energy missing
this year without an arena full
of fans eager to see the highest flyers in the NBA go at it. It

came down to two, Anfernee
Simons and Obi Toppin. Toppin showcased his talent well
despite being a rookie and finished second. Simons locked
in first when he finished with
his final dunk by nearly kissing the rim before slamming
the ball. This dunk impressed
the judges, especially given
Simons’ 6’4” stature.
Though each team put on
a show in the All-Star Game,
Team LeBron managed to win
each quarter, raising over a

million dollars in charity. With
the combined forces of Lillard
and Curry shooting from everywhere, including half court,
and Antetokounmpo dominating in the paint and hitting
some unexpected threes, it was
too much for Team Durant to
handle. At the end of the night,
Antetokounmpo was crowned
MVP with an All-Star record of
16-for-16 shooting, the most
shots without a miss in All-Star
game history.

Spring training for the MLB
is officially underway. Games
have begun, and most teams
are moving forward without a
hitch. This is no small feat, as
last year spring training was
cancelled_midway_through,
and the season was ultimately
shortened to 60 games amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Thus far, there is no reason
to believe that the MLB season
won’t get underway, and the
MLB is currently on track to
play a full spring training, followed by a full 162-game slate
of regular season games and
then the postseason.
With that said, there are
still protocols in place to prevent the spread of COVID-19
and keep the season going.
Many of the protocols and rule
changes installed last year are
still in effect.
We have already seen this
working, as even now, just
barely_into_spring_training,
the_Cleveland_Indians_have
sidelined Franmil Reyes, José
Ramirez and Pedro Strop after
they violated those protocols.
Reyes and Ramirez went to
dinner at an indoor restaurant, which violates the protocols agreed upon by the MLB
and the Players Union. They
arrived at the Indians facility
Saturday and were promptly
sent home, before any possible exposure could occur.
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OPINION
Debating the minimum wage: Should it be raised?
Not a perfect antidote
but an effective solution

A tempting idea but not an
economically sound policy

Nicolas Miller
Contributor

Theodore Rogers
Contributor

For almost 12 years, the federal minimum wage has sat at
$7.25. For tipped workers, this
is even lower, having stayed
at $2.13 since 1991. Thanks
in part to the financial struggles caused by the pandemic,
one of the hottest issues right
now is raising the minimum
wage to $15.
The United States is a nation
with enormous privilege, but
with that privilege come certain drawbacks. One of the
drawbacks is that the price of
living anywhere in this nation
is quite high. According to the
MIT Living Wage Calculator,
the lowest wage one can live
off of in Washington, D.C. is
$19.97 — that is without taking
into consideration children or
other dependents. This means
that with either the current
federal minimum wage or a
$15 minimum wage, it would
be impossible to make ends
meet living in D.C.
Since Washington, D.C. is
known as a rather expensive
place to live, I decided to
take a look at one of the most
affordable cities in the United
States: McAllen, Texas. Even
in McAllen, where the cost of
housing is below the national
average by 45%, it would be
impossible to live off the federal minimum wage. A single
person living alone would
need to make at least $12.63
to make ends meet. It is not
reasonable to keep a minimum wage that one cannot
even live off of in the most
affordable city in this country.
The Raise the Wage Act of
2021, which was just recently

passed by the House of Representatives, is not a cure-all to
poverty or financial struggles in
this country. But it will certainly
help millions of people, especially during the pandemic.
According to the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), the
act would help 900,000 people
out of poverty and raise over
17 million people’s incomes.
This accounts for about 10%
of the workforce in this nation.
Such a change would be a
massive help to those near or
below the poverty line.
This act is not only going
to affect high school and college students as some opponents of the $15minimum
wage argue. Teenage workers
make up only 10%of the people who would get a raise from
this. In fact, workers ranging
in age from 25 to 54 make up
a majority of the people who
would be positively impacted
by the Raise the Wage Act of
2021. This, along with the fact
that families increasingly have
a single parent, cements the
importance of an increase to
the federal minimum wage.
The idea of raising the minimum wage to $15 is not some
ludicrous notion. It is an effective solution that would help
millions of people cope with
the current financial struggles
worsened by COVID-19. While
not a perfect antidote, The
Raise the Wage Act of 2021 is
certainly necessary.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

A minimum wage increase
is a tempting idea in theory,
promising more money to many
workers and forcing large corporations to pay workers their
fair share. Although an increase
to the minimum wage may
seem beneficial to those with
a lower income level, this is not
the case. The minimum wage
should not be raised because
it increases unemployment,
makes it harder for small businesses to succeed and makes it
more difficult to escape poverty.
Yes, a higher minimum wage
would be helpful to the lucky
workers who are able to maintain their jobs. But as pay
increases, costs must be cut by
the company, and the majority
of cuts are made in labor costs.
Therefore, as the minimum
wage increases, unemployment increases.
When companies are forced
to make job cuts, they inevitably have to determine who will
get laid off. Their choice will
always be to retain the most
educated and qualified workers. The poorer someone is, the
harder it is to afford quality education or get a job at all. When
a company has less positions,
the applicants with less education and experience fall by the
wayside. When minimum wage
increases, the poor disproportionately lose out on jobs.
When lower income jobs are
eliminated, there is no stepping
stool for the poor to rise out of
poverty. This enforces a system
where those with wealthy parents are able to find good paying jobs, but those with poor
parents have an incredibly diffi-

cult time escaping poverty. The
poor stay poor and their children stay poor, while the rich
stay rich and their children stay
rich. A higher minimum wage
will make the path out of poverty much more difficult.
Small businesses will be
destroyed by a higher minimum
wage. Companies like Google and Amazon can afford to
pay their workers high wages.
Smaller businesses, however,
have a very difficult time maintaining those costs.
Many businesses never get
off the ground because they
simply cannot afford the minimum wage required for workers. A higher minimum wage
will make the already daunting
task of competing with large
corporations that much more
difficult. No longer can the poor
immigrant open his own shop
and work up from nothing —
labor costs are far too high now.
Increasing the minimum
wage is not an economically
sound policy. It massively
increases
unemployment,
destroys small business and
disproportionately harms the
poor. It is clear that minimum
wage is harmful once one
fully understands its effects. It
accomplishes the opposite of
what it sets out to do by making it more difficult to rise out of
poverty, cementing the rich as
rich and the poor as poor.

RELIGION
Five creative ways to redefine and revitalize studying your Bible
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
Growing up in the Adventist
church, I heard a lot of emphasis on a personal relationship
with God through Bible study
and prayer, but I wasn’t told
how to do it. When I first got
baptized, I tried to read the
Bible straight through, but I
struggled. Reading the Bible
was hard. It felt like a duty to
check off the boxes and not
like a love letter between God
and me. This propelled me on
a journey to discover different
ways to study the Bible and fall
more in love with God.
So, here’s a list of different
Bible study methods that I’ve
tried for my own personal
Bible studying. Be creative.
Maybe something will work
for you, or maybe you can find
your own methods.

Color Marking: My mom
loves to use this method. If
you pick up her Bible, you’ll
see countless verses underlined in various colors. Here’s
how it works. You’ll need colored pencils; I’d start with
about six. The next step is to
make a key that matches the
color with a category. For
example, green is for promises, red is for warnings and
blue is for questions. Read
a chapter a day and color in
verses that fit your category.
One thing that I enjoy from
this method is that when I’m
feeling down, I can open my
Bible and God’s promises pop
right out.
Topic Studying: One of my
friends uses this all the time.
It’s really quite simple. Pick

a topic that you’re interested
in. Use a lexicon to search up
where that topic is present
in the Bible. Read all these
verses and record what you
find. Heads up: This can be a
time-consuming method. I’ve
done it a couple of times on
Sabbath afternoons when I
had a lot of time on my hands.
Summarizing: Personally, this
is one of my favorite methods.
I like to call it the sticky note
method because that’s what I
used when I first started. This
is how it goes: Read the story.
Pick a verse that stood out to
you and write it on a sticky
note. Then on the back side,
write why you picked it. Stick it
up where you can see it for the
rest of the day as a reminder of
what you learned. Finally, keep

all your sticky notes in a box. I
have a little wooden box in my
room full of these sticky notes,
and it’s so much fun to open
the box and remember why
different verses hold different
meanings for me.
Journaling: If you like writing, you may enjoy this method.
It’s easy, but it has led me to
some profound insights. The
way I journal is by doodling my
thoughts, reactions and confusion in the pages of a journal.
Right now, I’m reading the book
of Psalms and am journaling
my way through. It’s amazing
to take a moment to imagine
interacting with the text.
Memorization: If you’ve ever
been a part of Pathfinder Bible
Experience (PBE), you’re probably a pro at this already. As

soon as I joined Pathfinders,
I joined PBE and learned to
memorize huge portions of the
Bible for team competitions.
I’m an auditory learner for
long term memory. In other
words, I need to listen to the
Bible text over and over again
to memorize it. Sometimes I’ll
go for a walk while I listen to a
Bible chapter. There are other
ways of memorizing such as
flashcards and fill in the blank
cards. You can find a lot of
these free resources online.
So, pull off your Bible from
the shelf, blow off the dust and
try something. You might be
surprised at what you find.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE
A message to the unmotivated, uninspired, and unsure student
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
It’s not always the heavy
workload that gets to you. It’s
not always the questioning of
whether or not you are “smart”
enough to memorize what
your professors are lecturing about. It’s not always the
fear of failing in whatever you
decided to do or study. You
are sure that you are perfectly
competent enough to make
it through. You’re not truly
afraid of whether or not you’ll
actually get a degree. And you
might even be sure that what
you’re studying is “it” for you.
You found your niche, the
thing that you enjoy learning
about and practicing.
But then, that’s exactly what
makes your case even more
difficult. It isn’t a matter of
wondering whether you are
able to finish that assignment,
that project or that degree. It

isn’t even a matter of if you
like or don’t like what you’re
studying. After all, there might
be nothing else you’d rather be
learning about.
Yet, for some unknown reason, we sometimes find ourselves in a drought with no
motivation or inspiration in our
forecast. Despite all of our best
reasoning, we can’t bring ourselves to actually feel inspired
enough to get to work. It can
feel impossible to rekindle that
fire, to re-find that inspiration
that charged you enough to
choose your course of study in
the first place.
Remember, just because
you feel unmotivated in the
moment doesn’t necessarily
mean that you aren’t where
you are meant to be. I know
that for where I am in life right
now, my major provides the

closest path to where I want to
be after graduation. Does that
mean I always feel super passionate about what I am learning? Absolutely not.
Not all hope is lost if you feel
like you lost your spark somewhere along the way. After
all, we are in school to learn.
We are beginners of whatever
it is we are aiming to do, and
beginners are definitely not
going to be the best at what
they are learning. In the same
way, we are literal students
learning the skills and information that all slowly build
upon each other to contribute to the overarching goal of
becoming well-versed in our
trade. And guess what! At the
end of this academic journey,
we will once again be beginners in the workplace.
But what is it that we can

actually do in our day-to-day
that will allow us to find a semblance of inspiration or motivation? Here are some tips:
1. Take action with no expectations. This might sound counterintuitive, but hear me out.
When I don’t want to start an
assignment, I force myself to
write down any idea, sentence,
or thought that is even slightly
relevant to the subject at hand.
That initial action, with the
expectation of poor results,
frees me of any pressure to
have a perfectly formed product right away. In no time at all
after that first step, an idea will
spark in my brain that inspires
me to write more. Suddenly,
I feel motivated to finish the
assignment just from taking
that starting move!
2. Remind yourself that you
are a student. The learning

process is never linear. Some
concepts may stick right away,
while others take more time
and effort to understand. In
the same way, some things
you learn are going to remind
you of your passion, while others will make you question it.
Trust the process.
3. Know that your value isn’t
attached to what you’re studying. Before you are a biology,
journalism, fine arts, business
or any other type of student,
you are a human being doing
your best to understand this
life we live in. We are so much
more than what we are learning about. We are more than
our lack of motivation or inspiration. We are our individual,
unique selves who are loved by
an unwavering, all encompassing and loving Creator.

Illustrations by Nickolas Nieves

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Cass Connolly

Cristian Sorto

Maddy Thomas @maddythomas99
I hate how the microwave beeps every time you push a button. Like
can’t I just silently heat up my chicken at midnight without alerting the
whole house??

Rachel Berry @ractheberry
please tell me I’m not the only one who takes a shower and expects it to
get rid of my dark under eye circles as if I’m not still a college student

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra
who is sam and why am i eating his chicken…sorry sam
cass.connolly Grateful to do what I love
@itiswrittenmedia #SAUlife

Andrea Stevens @andens99
Is anything more awkward than seeing your professor after you just
skipped their class?

Richard Thomas

cristiansorto24 …in God we find all the good,
mercy, and grace we will ever need. #SAUlife

Aimee Anunciacion

Cameron Reel @thereelcameron
Those ads that say
“stop smoking, switch to vaping: it’s healthier”
is the same as
“don’t get hit by a car, get hit by a motorcycle”

Alexandra Leonor @asleonor
THERE IS A GIRL PLUGGING HER INSTA IN THE ZOOM VESPERS
CHAT oh how far we have fallen.

richard_m_thomas Being outdoors settles my
soul, it works my body and it feeds my spirit.

Kevin is looking to grab some extra
supplies for his room. Find him in
this issue to recieve a

Daniella Hasel

aiancn no raccoons were seen :( #SAUlife

Ammy Silvestre

$10 Target Gift
Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!

daniella.hasel @madi.sewell took pictures of
me so get ready lol ft my dirty shoes #SAUlife

ammy.silvestre

#SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Today 10
50-73

Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org

7:30 p.m. – SA Senate, Hulsey 3135

Thursday 11
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations –
Can the Press be Trusted?: Stephen Ruf

52-73

Friday 12
55-75

6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Anna Bennett
6:46 p.m. – Sunset
8:45 p.m. – Afterglow

Saturday

Sunday 14
52-66

Daylight Savings Time Begins, set clocks
forward one hour at 2am
SAT Exam

13

9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & 48-72
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Ed Wright, Adoration
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Ed Wright, Renewal Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
6:46 p.m. – Sunset
8:00 p.m. – Studio 4109 LIVE, Iles Gym

Monday 15
48-63

Tuesday 16
46-63

World Social Work Day
6:00 p.m. – Tornado Siren Test

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|10

Friday |12

Ina Kang

Andrew Cousins

Gadyel Degyves

Samuel Kumendong

Kimberly Escobedo

Charles Dugaduga

Jossnell Maitland

Samuel Guerra

Robert Pickle

Sissel Soderblom

Juliette Jacobs

Benjamin Rouse

Monday |15

Sam Oliveira

Saturday |13

Jo Ann Fukuda

Sarah Velez

Taylor Baker

Sophia Fulbright

Brandon Wilcox

Quincey Carter

Keiry Zapata

Cameron Wilcox

Timothy Doss

Kevin Zapata

Thursday |11

Monalisa Dumbujena

Tuesday |16

Ilsia Bonilla

Oliver Nelson

Iran Arango

Keily Bonilla

Caleb Spitalsky

Brenda Cruz

Tylor Einhellig

Cameron Tsuchiya

Juan Grajales

Noah Humphrey

Ryan Whitsett

Daniel Lee

Sharon Kazi

Sunday |14

Gaby Makowski

Giana Muchiutti

Sara Bedwell

Charity Ogoti

Jooeun Park

Nathanael Graham

Carrie Rayburn

William Ward

Hannah Hoey

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN SOCIAL WORK
Facilitate Positive Change
in People’s Lives

Southern’s Master of Social Work program
prepares you for excellent service and
leadership positions.
It works
Our evidence-based program equips you with effective
intervention tools.
It’s convenient
Classes meet all day Sunday, twice a month. With careful
planning, you can complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
You’ll be ready
Our approach is competency based. That means you get
hands-on skills and experience in social work practice while
you’re in school.
Master of Social Work
With a multi-disciplinary approach and a variety of
concentrations, an MSW from Southern prepares you to
serve a wide variety of people in need.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Southern administration adds one mental
health day in response to students’ request

SJC
partners
with Puerto
Rico’s
Universidad
Adventista
de las
Antillas
Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
On_March_15, students_and
faculty received an email from
President David Smith announcing the addition of one mental
health_day_for_the_semester,
scheduled to take place on Friday, April 23. All classes will be
cancelled that day.
The_decision_came_as_a
response to the petition initiated
by SA President Sheryl Kambuni
calling for two mental wellness
days._The_petition,_found_on
change.org, received a total of
1,481 supporters. However, the
number_of_Southern_students
who signed the petition could
not_be_verified,_according_to
administration.
“We have heard the distress
expressed_by_many_students
regarding_the_mental_health
of the campus,” Smith wrote in
the email. “We understand how
the changes and uncertainties

brought by the pandemic have
affected stress levels. Administration wants you to know that
we share your concerns, and
we_have_seriously_considered
the request of many students
to accommodate mental health
days this semester as one way of
helping relieve stress.”
Though_the_original_petition
requested_two_mental_health
days, administration had to consider the number of classroom
hours_required by accreditors
to award academic credit before
re a c h i n g _ a _ d e c i s i o n . _ A s _ a
result, only one mental health
day was approved.
“Southern’s accrediting organizations require a certain standard_of_academic_excellence
and rigor, including a minimum
number of classroom hours per
course, per semester,” Smith and
Academic Administration Senior

Q&A with Ken
Shaw: Incoming
Southern president

Under the
circumstances, I am
glad something was
worked out to make
room for a wellness
day. ... The process
took time and work,
but at the end of
the day [students]
were given a
chance to voice our
opinion, and an
action was taken in
response.
Vice_President_Bob_Young_said
in_a_separate_email_correspondence_with_the_Accent._“Starting the semester a week late and
taking_two_days_off_for_Spring
Break absorbed almost all of the
flexible_capacity_that_typically
exists in our academic calendar.”

A c c o rd i n g _ t o _ S m i t h _ a n d
Young, part of the reason why
administration chose April 23
for the mental health day was
based_on_faculty’s_feedback.
While_some_students_have
expressed that they would have
preferred the mental health day
on a Monday, Smith and Young
explained_that_administration
chose_a Friday to ensure that
students_would_have_a_complete free day without the need
to make up any missed work.
“We recognize that many students would have preferred to
have a Monday off,” Smith and
Young said. “However, labs and
clinicals could not be canceled.
So, if we selected a day other
than Friday, students with these
obligations would either not be
able to have the full day off or
have to make up the lab/clinical
See MENTAL HEALTH on page 2

Southern’s School of Journalism and Communication (SJC)
is in the process of partnering
with Universidad Adventista de
las Antillas (UAA) in Puerto Rico.
UAA does not offer degrees in
communication, but this partnership will allow UAA students
to transfer to Southern to obtain
a communication degree after
taking general classes for two
years in Puerto Rico.
According_to_Southern_Communication_Professor_Pablo
Fernandez,_many_students_in
Puerto Rico are very involved and
engaged in media production at
their churches and high schools.
“There_are_some_students
interested in media production,
live streaming, social media content creation and photography,
but they [UAA] don’t have that
degree offered,” Fernandez said.
“So, they end up going to other
schools or universities in Puerto
Rico or taking other degrees.”
According to UAA’s Vice President for Academic Affairs Zilma
Santiago, _ general _ director _ of
Bella _ Vista _ Media _ Center _ in
Puerto Rico Nemuel Artiles first
suggested the partnership to
her and Fernandez in January
2020._ At_ the_ time,_ Fernandez
was in Puerto Rico working with
the media center. Although they
never met in person, Fernandez
and Santiago soon began to
share ideas about how to make
the partnership work.
Fernandez said the SJC worked
See PARTNERSHIP on page 2

'Blindness is not a disease': A blind couple's
story about life and navigating Southern

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
On March 2, Southern Adventist University announced that
Ken Shaw was selected as the
27th president of the university. Get to know Shaw in this
exclusive_interview_with_the
Southern_Accent_where_he
shares a bit about himself and
what he looks forward to as he
takes on the position of incoming president.
1. For those who did not get
to meet you during your visit
a few weeks ago, could you
share a bit about yourself?
I grew up in Greeneville, Tennessee, _ with _ three _ brothers
and a sister. ...I attended Little
Creek Academy, a self-supporting _high _school _in _Knoxville,
Tennessee, _where _academics
were taught half of the day and
work was required the other
half. _I _enjoyed _milking _cows,
working on their farm, building houses and working in the
garden. _Southern _Missionary
College_was_where_I_pursued
my degree in mathematics with
minors _in _religion _and _physics. Prior to starting my senior
year, I married my high school

sweetheart, Ann. She had just
finished her degree in nursing
and began working in Chattanooga while I finished my
undergraduate degree.
After graduation, we moved
to Hendersonville, Tennessee,
and I began teaching at Madison Academy as their mathematics, physics and computer
programming_teacher._While
teaching, I completed my master’s_degree_in_mathematics
from_Middle_Tennessee_State
University._After_a_few_years,
we moved to Athens, Georgia,
where I completed my doctoral
work in mathematics education
at the University of Georgia.
I_spent_25_years_at_Florida_State_University,_serving
as a professor, campus dean
and academic dean, and then
moved to Texas where I have
most_recently_had_the_privilege_of serving as president
of_Southwestern_Adventist
University (SWAU) for the past
seven years.
2. For the past seven years
you have served as the president _of _SWAU. _What _made
See Q&A on page 3

Photo by Xander Ordinola

Chris and Kyla Slaughter pose in front of the School of Social Work. Chris and Kyla are both blind. Though they
face unique challenges, the couple says they are enjoying their time at Southern.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
Like most Southern students,
Chris and Kyla Slaughter have
faced their fair share of struggles navigating college life. But
for them, the term “navigating”
takes on a much more literal
meaning. Chris, 43, and Kyla,
45, are both completely blind.
Unlike his wife, Chris was not

born blind. In fact, he served in
the United States Marine Corps
while simultaneously completing an undergraduate degree
in_computer_science_and_a
master’s_degree_in_program
management._After_14_years
serving_as_a_ground_combat
infantry marine, Chris found a

job developing software for the
United _States _Department _of
the Navy.
According to Chris, his first
wife became addicted to narcotic painkillers after she ruptured a vertebrate while giving
birth to their daughter, Kinsley,
See SLAUGHTER on page 2
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MENTAL HEALTH
continued from page 1

on another day.”
In addition to the cancellation
of classes on April 23, faculty will
not be allowed to schedule any
assignments or assessments to
be due during that weekend.
However, campus will remain
open for those who need to use
the facilities.
“What_we_most_want_students to know is that we care
about them, and they do have
a voice on our campus,” Smith
and Young said. “... We hope
students also understand that
situations can be more complex
than they appear on the surface,
with university governance processes, accreditors, partner institutions and other considerations
all factoring into their experience here. It is part of our mission to ensure our students are
served well on our campus, and
we will continue seeking ways to
help students relieve stress as
we complete the semester.”

We recognize
that many
students would
have preferred to
have a Monday
off. However,
labs and clinicals
could not be
canceled. So,
if we selected
a day other
than Friday,
students with
these obligations
would either
not be able to
have the full day
off or have to
make up the lab/
clinical on
another day.
Kambuni said she is happy
a d m i n i s t ra t i o n _h e a rd _s t u dents’ petition and provided a
middle ground.
“Under_the_circumstances,_I
am glad something was worked
out to make room for a wellness
day,” Kambuni said. “... The process took time and work. But,
at the end of the day, [students]
were given a chance to voice our
opinion, and an action was taken
in response.”

SLAUGHTER

PARTNERSHIP

continued from page 1
on July 24, 2000. Her addiction
followed their family when they
moved to Quantico, Virginia.
While driving home from work
on Jan. 31, 2012, Chris had an
intense argument with his wife
on the phone. According to
Chris, their conversation got
“about as bad as it could get,”
so he decided to end their
phone call after pulling into the
driveway.
“I finally said to her, ‘This
conversation is over. I’m done.
You just tell Kinsley that I said
‘hi’ and that I’ll see her again,’”
Chris said. “And then I hung up
the phone, and I reached in
the glove box of my car, and I
pulled out a handgun, and I
shot myself in the head.”
Chris said he was put into a
medically induced coma until
Feb. 27. The gun wound not
only caused Chris to lose his
eyesight but also caused him
to completely forget that he
had shot himself. Although his
family knew the truth, they told
him he had been in a car accident. In January 2016, Chris'
psychologist told him how he
truly became blind. Chris had
already divorced his first wife
when he learned the truth.
In April 2012, Chris flew to his
parents’ home in Sacramento.
While_there,_the_California
Department of Rehabilitation
called Chris to tell him he was
a good candidate for Society
for the Blind, a nonprofit organization that provides services
and programs for the visually
impaired. Chris went to Society for the Blind for about six
months, and it was there that
he met his future wife, Kyla.
Kyla was born at only 27 and
a_half_weeks._Consequently,
she_was_blind_and_weighed
only_two_pounds_and_10
ounces. In 1997, she obtained
an associate arts degree. And,
before coming to Southern, she
worked as a massage therapist
in California for a year and a
half. She is currently a junior
social work major.
“I’m_actually_thankful_for
the blindness,” Kyla said. “If I
hadn’t been born the way I was,
I don’t think I would’ve been as
receptive to being used by God

continued from page 1
and allowing Him to give me
the talents and the gifts and
the skills that I have and even
the impression to go into social
work.”
It was Kyla who first invited
Chris to attend a Seventh-day
Adventist_church._Chris_was
baptized _into _the _church _on
Oct. 15, 2016. Eventually, he
and Kyla began dating and got
married. Last year, Chris felt
called to become a pastor, so
he and Kyla moved to Southern. _ They _ currently _ live _ on
Southern's campus.

People don’t
need to feel
uncomfortable
asking us
questions,”
Kyla Slaughter
said. “We are
definitely
approachable.
You know,
blindness is not a
disease.
Originally, Kyla planned to
receive a Tennessee massage
therapy license and find work in
Chattanooga. However, Ric Griffin, a counselor in Southern’s
Student Success Center, suggested last semester that she
pursue a career in social work
because of her kind and warm
character. She followed his
advice and began taking classes
at Southern this semester.
Chris’s_pastoral_aspirations
changed,_so_he_is_not_currently taking classes at Southern._However,_he_has_been
approved_to_register_for_an
accelerated master’s program
in social work, and he plans
to begin classes at Southern
again next semester.
According to Chris, his greatest_difficulties_at_Southern
have been navigating campus
and obtaining and using digital books. Last semester, he
did not receive his digital theology books until the seventh
week. Even when he had them,
the process of going through

them was slow. However, Chris
said the school itself and the
people he has met have been
“absolutely fantastic.” He is
thankful for students and staff
who often drive him and Kyla
around campus on golf carts
and_for_the_improvements
in transportation and digital
book distribution he has seen
recently.
“In a single semester, I’ve
seen things go from good to
fantastic, and I’m hopeful for
when I register for next semester,” Chris said.
Like her husband, Kyla has
struggled navigating campus,
but she has a guide dog named
Cherish who helps her. In addition, workers at Daniells Hall
put up wind chimes to help Kyla
find her way there. One of her
greatest challenges, however,
is finding rides off campus.
“I can’t just hop in a car and
go somewhere,” Kyla said. “I
have to make it this big production, or spend, you know,
a whole lot of money on Uber
just to get off campus.”
Kyla said Southern should
put braille labels on their bathroom signs and ensure that all
departments_provide_digital
books to improve the experiences of visually impaired students. She also wishes students
would_continually_introduce
themselves when speaking to
her or her husband because it
is often difficult to distinguish
between voices.
B o t h _ C h r i s _ a n d _ K y l a _ a re
thankful God brought them to
Southern, and they both want
students_to_feel_comfortable
interacting with them.
“We’re _ blind. _ That _ doesn’t
mean we’re [incapable]. It just
means_we_can’t_see,”_Chris
said. “But I promise, between a
dog, a cane and maybe a couple words to a young woman or
young man walking by, we can
probably find what it is we’re
looking for.”
“People don’t need to feel
uncomfortable asking us questions,” Kyla said. “We are definitely approachable. You know,
blindness_is_not_a_disease.
We’re not a couple of weirdos
just because we’re blind.”

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
w i t h _ s o m e _ l i m i t e d _ exc e p tions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To_report_mistakes,_
email_us_at_accent@southern.
edu_or_reach_us_through_our_
social_media accounts.
Vol. 76, Issue 19
The article, "Over 1,400 students sign SA petition requesting two mental wellness days,"
failed to report that change.org
does not limit who can sign the
petition. Though the petition
received a total 1,481 supporters, it was not possible to verify
that all those who signed were
Southern students.

Left: Chris Slaughter. Right: Kyla Slaughter and her dog, Cherish.
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on the partnership for about a
year under the supervision of
Associate Vice President of Academic_Administration_Dionne
Felix, who ensured all academic
standards were met. Then, about
one month ago, the leaders of
both universities attended a
Zoom meeting in which they had
a “virtual handshake,” according
to Fernandez.
Santiago said Professor Israel
Torres, coordinator for UAA’s history program, began working
with Fernandez after the meeting to create a more comprehensive academic plan for UAA students interested in transferring
to the SJC. According to Fernandez, the current plan for these
students is for them to take
general classes at UAA for two
years, take a few prerequisite
and English classes at Southern
over the summer and transfer
to Southern their junior year to
pursue a degree in mass communication, _ communication,
journalism or public relations.
Santiago said the academic
plan will be finalized in a meeting near the end of March. Then,
UAA will begin promoting the
partnership on social media.
“Puerto Rico is very excited
about this opportunity as kind
of a first step that maybe could
open_to_other_partnerships
on campus or other programs
that could attract students who
are interested to come into the
United States, either from Puerto
Rico or from the Inter-American
Division,” Fernandez said.

We’re very
happy to have
this pipeline for
our students.
We have a
cultural diversity
that also can
contribute to the
student body
and life at
Southern.
According to Santiago, this
partnership will benefit students from multiple countries
because between 25 and 30
countries are represented in
UAA’s student body.
“We’re very happy to have
this pipeline for our students,”
Santiago said. “We have a cultural diversity that also can
contribute to the student body
and life at Southern.”
Although Santiago does not
know how many UAA students
are currently interested in transferring to Southern to pursue
a communication degree, she
is sure many students will take
advantage of the opportunity.
“I think that because of the
experience of the pandemic,
this will be a program that will
have a lot of people interested,”
Santiago said. “Because, you
know, media and communications are things that are very
related to the experience we
have been facing.”
Santiago believes some current UAA students will be interested in switching academic
programs to pursue a communication degree once the partnership is promoted, so students could begin transferring
from UAA to Southern in less
than two years.

Photo by Xander Ordinola.
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NEWS
Middle Eastern Club
launches on campus
Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
S o u t h e r n's _ n ew l y _ e s t a b lished Middle Eastern Club is
now recruiting members.
Marlyn Antwan, sophomore
political science, is the president and founder of the club.
“I started the Middle Eastern
Club because I’m Middle Eastern,” Antwan said. “I always
wanted one here at Southern,
and I kept hearing stories
about people who tried starting one and it couldn’t work. …
I started asking around about
who would actually be interested in a Middle Eastern club,
and I started getting positive
responses. And then I was like,
‘Okay, I can do it.’”
After finding officers for the
club, Antwan started the process_to_make_it_official_and
wrote_the_constitution_and
bylaws for the club. Becoming
official at the beginning of this
semester, the club is now planning potential events.
“We are planning on possibly
making a small appearance on

Asian Night,” Antwan said. “…
Definitely in the future we will
have different events on the
promenade, like giving out food
and having some music event,
or some type of Vespers.”
Shayla-Moguel_Coronel,
sophomore_international
development_studies_major
and_journalism_publishing
minor, is the vice president of
the Middle Eastern Club.
“I’m very excited to see what
we’ll cook up,” Coronel said.
“We’ve been wanting to see if
we can make food and hand
them out to not just members,
but to students as well. … And
we’re hoping to do community
service as well.”
To get involved with the Middle Eastern Club, follow them
at @mec.sau and go to the
link in their bio to sign up to
become a member.

Q&A

continued from page 1
you want to apply to work at
Southern?
Several people reached out
to us and encouraged us to
apply. Though we were not
initially interested, we felt God
impressing us to apply for the
position. An added bonus is
that we will be closer to my
family and Ann’s family.
3. As a Southern alumnus,
how do you feel about rejoining the Southern family?
For me, it was a privilege to
even be considered for this
important job. And now having
been offered the job, it is both
humbling and exciting. Southern
Adventist University’s family consists of the wonderful student
body, alumni serving communities around the world and the
talented faculty, staff and administrators that give of themselves
each day. I am excited about connecting and reconnecting with
the Southern family.
4. How are you going to apply
you_previous_work_experience to fulfill the requirements
of this job?
God has always provided me
with_a_foundation_of_experiences that has assisted me in my
future roles. I have held a variety
of leadership positions in higher
education,_in_the_community
and in the church. Understanding that every position is different and every situation has its
unique_characteristics,_I_have
found that using one’s experiential knowledge coupled with a
strong trust in the Lord for wisdom is key for success.
As you take on the position of
president, what are some of the

Thursday, February 25, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Ken Shaw responds to questions from Student Association leaders, SA
senate, and various club presidents during his visit at Southern.

plans you are most excited to
put into action?
It is too early for me to speak
about specific tangible university action plans. I must first
understand the progress that is
occurring and the plans that are
set for the future. I am excited
about meeting the administrators, faculty and staff and
getting to know them better.
Moving an institution forward is
best done collectively.
5._What_are_some_of_the
challenges_you_expect_to
encounter_and_how_do_you
plan to tackle them?
There are many headwinds
facing higher education today.
H e re _ a re _ t w o _ c h a l l e n g e s :
Enrollment decline and the
cost of higher education. There
are more than enough students for all of our Seventh-day
Adventist colleges and universities to thrive. Clearly defining
Southern’s value proposition

and then sharing with families
and churches how a Southern experience can have eternal consequences on the lives
of students will help reverse
the trend of declining enrollments. Increasing the university’s endowment will provide
additional ongoing support for
student scholarships to help
defray the cost of education.
6._What_is_something_
you want students to know
about you?
I have a profound respect for
students; I tell those around
me that when a student walks
into my office, I stand up out
of respect. I desire that we
will have a culture at Southern Adventist University that is
Christ-centered, where we all
value one another — administrator, faculty, staff and student alike.

Student raises money for families in Lebanon
Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Shayla Moguel and Marlyn Antwan sport their Middle Eastern Club
t-shirts. Antwan started the Middle Eastern Club this semester.

Now Eye See organizers
interviewed on Hope Channel
Patrick McGraw
Staff Writer
Now_Eye_See,_a_student-led
entrepreneurial project seeking
to provide access to cataract
treatment in India, has filmed
an interview set to air on the
Hope Channel at 8:30 p.m. on
Friday, March 26. The interview
is part of the network’s “Revival
for_Mission”_program_and_is
already available online at hopetv.org/revivalformission/.
The_project,_according_to
Co-Project Manager and junior
business student Vincent Dan,
“focuses on raising awareness
and funds to support/sustain
cataracts operations at the Ruby
Nelson Memorial Hospital in
Punjab, India.” The organizers
work with Dr. Jacob Prabhakar,
surgeon and medical director of
Ruby Nelson Memorial Hospital
(RNMH), by selling merchandise
and spreading awareness to
fund ophthalmological treatment for his patients.
The project itself exists under
Southern’s chapter of Enactus,
a global nonprofit that invests
in student entrepreneurial projects in order to advance the
United Nations’ 17 Sustainable
Development Goals.
“We work to raise funds and
awareness_for_Dr.vPrabhakar
and the amazing work of healing he and his team are doing
at the RNMH and all over the
world,”_said_Alyson_Zapara,
project_manager_and_junior
business administration major.
“Currently, we’re fundraising to
purchase solar panels for the
RNMH, which will save them
around $1,600 a month.”
Zapara said she and her col-

leagues are amazed by Prabhakar’s work.
“The Now Eye See team holds
Zoom meetings with Dr. Prabhakar throughout the semester, and he is always ready to
tell a moving story or startling
statistic of what their team has
been doing,” Zapara said. “And
to him, it’s all in a day’s work or
‘normal.’ Meanwhile, we all are
amazed at what they can accomplish with their skills, dedication
and the power of Jesus.”
When asked how they became
involved in Now Eye See, Zapara
and Dan shared their own experiences with the project.
“I chose Now Eye See because
I love how it fulfills such an
important_and_far-reaching
need,” Zapara said. “... It’s an
incredible opportunity that has
grown me in more ways than
one for which I’m grateful.”
“This project is of especial
importance to me,” Dan said.
“Although I was never blind, I
had very poor eyesight. I had
the opportunity to get my eyes
lasered with LASIK surgery and
have enjoyed the benefits taken
for granted ever since. The mission resonated with me, and it
continues to motivate me and
my team every day to strive and
make the biggest impact we can
for those in need.”
Information about Now Eye
See can be found on its webs i t e , _ w w w. n o w e y e s e e s a u .
com, or on their Instagram, @
noweyesee_sau.

Photo courtesy of Benya Wilson

Benya Wilson (left) poses with her friends in Lebanon back in 2017. Wilson served in Lebanon then, and now
she is raising money to help families there.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter
During the month of March,
senior history major Benya Wilson started a fundraiser to help
families in Lebanon.
Wilson_raised_over_$2,000,
donated_by_current_Southern
students_and_alumni_through
her GoFundMe page. The fundraiser more than doubled its
original goal of $1,000 and was
widely_shared_over_different
social_media_platforms,_which
contributed to the high reach
of people.
Wilson,_who_spent_a_year
abroad volunteering at a Syrian
refugee school in Bourk Hammoud, Beirut, decided to start
the fundraiser once she saw the
current struggles of many families that she knew and worked
with through the country’s political and economic crisis.
According_to_Alexis_HurdShires, director of the Adventist
Learning Center in Beirut (ALC),
in 2019, Lebanon saw a massive outbreak of protests due to
political and economic corruption. This led to the decreased
value of the local currency, the
Lebanese pound, and “countless
refugees and citizens lost their
jobs.” The high rates of inflation
have left over 70% of the population under the poverty line.

This presented a greater challenge for refugees, who average a salary of $60 per month
for an entire family. The situation has only been aggravated
by COVID-19 leaving thousands
of families without any income.
The money raised by Wilson
will be used for 90 food boxes full
of basic food items and will be
distributed to families in need in
the next few weeks.

I feel like my
heart, or a part
of my heart, is
still there.
Wilson’s first connection with
Lebanon began in 2017 when
she decided to go abroad for a
year. However, the process to get
her there began years earlier.
“In September 2015, I was
compelled by images and stories
I came across online of the Syrian
refugee mass migration crisis in
the Mediterranean and Europe,”
Wilson said.
After_following_the_refugee
crisis for two years, Wilson contacted the director of the ALC,
saved money for two weeks and
got on a plane across the world.
“I went half-way around the

world without much prior cultural research or any group or
organization backing me,” Wilson
said. “I went because I felt compelled to.”
While in Beirut, Wilson went
to_a_local_university,_taught
summer classes to third graders, taught music to fourth and
fifth graders during the school
year and started an after-school
nutrition program for some of
the mothers. She also helped
with the marketing for the ALC.
These roles allowed her to meet
people from different ages that
are now struggling.
“I feel like my heart, or a
part of my heart, is still there,”
Wilson said.
Wilson still helps the school
fundraise_when_needed_and
helps with social media and web
design to raise awareness of the
current situation.
Wilson urges other people
to donate and help in any way
they can.
“Every amount of support and
awareness you choose to help
with is appreciated and significant!" Wilson said.
For_more_information_or_to
donate, contact Wilson through
Instagram at @winterose01 or
through email at wilsonb@southern.edu.
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NEWS

The death
Of Studio
4109

On Feb. 24, SA Senate approved proposed plans to abolish and repurpose the funds for Studio 4109. On Saturday,
March13, after running as part of SA for 10 years, the Studio 4109 team put on their final show, "The Death of Studio."

Amy Dias Nogueira puts on a dramatic performance as the Maid of Dishonor trying to stop her best friends wedding.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Kevin Acosta appears to be drinking gasoline during the Accent Writers skit — a skit mocking how the Southern Accent comes up with story ideas.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Michael Moyer and William Kern carry out a disheveled looking Kevin Mote
during the first appearance of Hobo Court.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Caleb Neal and band member Aiden Kroll perform with their band, Room 205, between
skits.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Heather Huffman threatens Brandon VanFossen with a fish during a meeting of Hobo Court.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Kevin Acosta gives his closing remarks with sponsor, Doug Frood, while the rest of the Studio crew says
goodbye for the last time.

Saturday, March 13, 2021. Photo by Lila Odhiambo.

Jeff Kern records skits on his phone while his brother, William Kern, is on
stage.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Updates on the construction project on Apison Pike
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
The_construction_project
from Apison Pike to State 321
(Ooltewah Ringgold Road) continues and is on schedule for
its completion date of May 30,
2025, according to Tennessee
Department of Transportation
(TDOT) Communications Officer Jennifer Flynn.
In_August_2020,_the_Accent
reported on the progress made
by_TDOT_since_construction
began_on_Phase_I_in_March

2020. According to the TDOT
website,_Phase_1_spans_over
3.4 miles. Once completed, the
roadway will have five lanes
with curbs and gutters, sidewalks, bike lanes and Greenway connections.
“A new bridge will be built
over the Norfolk Southern Railroad to separate the tracks
from the state route. In total,
construction will include five
bridges, as well as nine walls,

along the route,” according to
the TDOT website.
According to the list provided_by_Flynn,_the_roundabout on Tallant Road is near
completion. Work on bridges
and walls is progressing on
schedule, and most of the utility work is complete.
Bridge #3 will be built over
the railroad tracks at the intersection of Apison Pike, McKee
Road and Tucker Road. With

the new bridge installed, drivers will no longer have to wait
for trains to pass to get over
the railroad track.
According to Flynn, the next
step for this project is to pave
a portion of the roundabout
at Tallant Road to complete a
new intersection. The right of
way to the railroad has been
approved and construction of
Bridge #1 will begin. Bridge #1
will be a large bridge over the

railroad track.
Along with the current
improvements, a future project is in development, according to Flynn. The project plans
to widen a 0.9-mile section
of Apison Pike to three lanes
from Layton Lane to East
Brainerd Road.
The TDOT will communicate any further construction
updates on their website.

Photos courtesy of Neel-Schaffer for TDOT

Collegedale Public Library opens for in-library use
and receives grant for damaged books
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
The_Collegedale_Public
Library opened on March 15
for limited in-library use including, browsing and checking out
books,_using_the_computers
and studying at indoor tables.
According_to_a_Collegedale
Public_Library_news_release,
patrons_will_be_required_to
wear masks, maintain six feet
of social distance when using
the library services and wait if
the library reaches full capacity.
“The Library is pleased to
expand services in a safe way
to meet community needs,”
said Collegedale Public Library

Director Natalie Wright in the
news release. “We are happy
to move forward with community support.”

We were absolutely thrilled that
the Friends of Collegedale Public
Library received a
grant that fulfilled
50% of the Tornado
Relief Fund goal…
During the April 17 tornado
that came through Collegedale

last year, 324 young adult
section books valuing $5,526
were destroyed in the tornado
damage along with other sections of books, according to
a Collegedale Public Library
news release.
According_to_the_news
release,_the_repair_process
included_the_City_of_Collegedale_replacing_the_roof
and The Friends of Collegedale
Public_Library_donating_to
re p l a c e _ o t h e r _ s e c t i o n s _ o f
books_including_non-fiction
and adult fiction.
“In all, a total of 534 books

were damaged at a cost of
$10,832.” the news release said.
On March 4, the Collegedale
Public Library announced on
their Facebook page that the
Friends of Collegedale Public
Library received a $5,000 grant
from the Weldon F. Osborne
Foundation to replace the lost
young adult fiction books,
including titles such as “The
Hunger Games” and “Diary of
a Wimpy Kid.”
“We were absolutely thrilled
that the Friends of Collegedale
Public Library received a grant
that fulfilled 50% of the Tor-

nado Relief Fund goal [of
$10,000], especially before
another Summer Reading Program begins,” Wright said.
According to Wright, the
Collegedale Library will be
open Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 7
p.m., Tuesday from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Saturday and Sunday
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

SPORTS

NFL offseason begins: Free agency frenzy
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
The NFL offseason has officially begun. Teams have
started filling holes and signing
players in an effort to contend
in 2021. Here are all the biggest
storylines from free agency.
Patriots go all in
The New England Patriots
are not content with 7-9, third
place and no postseason.
They’ve gone out and spent
$162 million in free agent deals
in an effort to reverse their
2020 fortunes. This is uncharacteristic for the Patriots and
it nearly matches the amount
current owner Robert Kraft
spent on purchasing the team
in 1994 ($172 million). Notable
additions are tight ends Hunter
Henry and Jonnu Smith, wide
receiver Nelson Agholor, out-

side linebacker Matthew Judon
and safety Jalen Mills.
Jets aren’t sitting idly by
The New York Jets, guided
by new general manager Joe
Douglas, own the second overall pick in the upcoming NFL
draft, but they’re not content
for a slow rebuild. The Jets
have committed $75 million to
improving the roster before the
draft. The Jets franchise tagged
safety Marcus Maye and signed
wide receivers Keelan Cole
and Corey Davis to help what’s
likely to be a quarterback with
their first-round draft pick.
Giants strike big
The New York Giants have
landed what some consider the
prize of the free agent market.
Kenny Golloday has been con-

sidered one of the top wide
receivers and overall players
in the 2021 class. He signed a
four-year, $72 million contract
to bolster the Giants’ playoff
hopes for next season.
WR market all but closed
The wide receiver market
started slow, but quickly picked
up steam and is all but closed
at this point. JuJu Smith-Schuster returns to the Pittsburgh
Steelers for one more year at
$8 million. The aforementioned
Nelson Agholor, Corey Davis
and Kenny Golloday joined
their new teams. Will Fuller IV
joins the Miami Dolphins for
a season worth $10 million.
Curtis Samuel signed with the
Washington Football Team for
three years and $34.5 million.

AJ Green heads to the Arizona
Cardinals for one year, $8.5
million. Marvin Jones, Jr. signs
with Jacksonville for two years,
$14.5 million. Antonio Brown,
Sammy Watkins and T.Y. Hilton
are among the best remaining.
Cowboys commit to Dak
Prescott
The Cowboys and Dak
Prescott agreed to a record
4-year, $160 million deal.
Despite Prescott coming off
an ankle injury that cost him
most of a season, the Cowboys
felt their best option was with
Prescott moving forward.
Trent Williams becomes highest paid offensive lineman.
The 49ers re-signed Williams
for six years and $138 million.
His base deal of $23.01 million

puts him just ahead ($.01 million to be exact) of David Bahktiari as the highest paid offensive lineman.
Franchise tag hits big names
The New Orleans Saints
elected to use their franchise
tag on safety Marcus Williams.
The Denver Broncos also
tagged a safety: Justin Simmons. The Carolina Panthers
franchise tagged star tackle
Taylor Moton. The Super Bowl
champion Tampa Bay Buccaneers franchise tagged star
wideout Chris Godwin. Wide
receiver Allen Robinson was
tagged by the Chicago Bears.

Illustrations by Nickolas Nieves
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OPINION
Iranian nuclear deal: What is the best course of action?
Do not help an
authoritarian regime

The best option for the
forseeable future

Samuel Mora Zepeda
Opinion Editor

Patrick Scriven
Copy Editor

The 2015 Joint Cooperation
Plan of Action ( JCPOA), or
more commonly known as the
Iran Nuclear Deal, ended in
2018 when the Trump administration withdrew the United
States from it. President Biden
talked about rejoining the
deal when he was running for
president. However, there is
an argument to be made that
Biden should not do it.
The JCPOA was the brainchild of President Obama with
a goal of opening relations
with Iran while simultaneously stopping the country
from pursuing the development of nuclear weapons for
10 to 15 years. Iran would
have to abide by certain rules
and, in return, the US would
unfreeze up to $150 billion of
Iranian assets and gradually
lift previously imposed sanctions on Iran.
There are several things
that hindered the JCPOA from
being a good deal. First, the
unfreezing of Iranian assets
added to the pocket of an
authoritarian
government
that was funding terrorism
and causing instability in the
Middle East. Second, the deal
could not completely stop
the development of nuclear
weapons since most of the
regulations were set to expire
after a few years. Yet, the
biggest problem is that Iran
was breaking parts of the
deal, according to the United
Nations (UN). In 2018, Israel’s
prime minister even accused
Iran of lying and secretly

continuing its nuclear weapons program.
Ever since the US withdrew
from the Iran Nuclear Deal,
things have gotten worse.
Iran hates the US sanctions
because it damages its economy. Economic stability is
what keeps the authoritarian government in power. If
there is economic instability,
Iran understands that there
would be more protests in
the country. Iran’s plan is to
keep acting out and to have
the European Union convince
the US to lift sanctions. At the
moment, Biden has said he
will not lift sanctions unless
Iran stops developing nuclear
weapons. On the other hand,
Iran claims it will continue to
act out until the US lifts sanctions. The result is a deadlock
and a sign that diplomacy
is not always an effective
approach to a problem.
Iran wants to get back in
the deal because it desperately wants to get rid of the
US sanctions. As of now, Iran
has even blocked UN officials
from inspecting its nuclear
programs and rejected direct
diplomatic talks with the US.
So, should the US rejoin the
Iran Nuclear Deal? The answer
is “no.” At the moment, rejoining the JCPOA will not stop
Iran from developing nuclear
weapons and will keep the
authoritarian regime in power
for a longer period of time.

In 2015, the United States,
Iran, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, China and
Russia agreed on the Joint Cooperation Plan of Action (JCPOA), a
five-pronged deal to limit Iran’s
development of nuclear weapons in exchange for the removal
of economic sanctions previously imposed on Iran. This
so-called “Iran Nuclear Deal”
soon became one of the crowning achievements of President
Obama’s tenure.
However, the United States’
participation in the deal did not
last long — President Trump
withdrew from JCPOA in 2018,
claiming in his typical hyperbolic fashion that it was the
“worst deal ever.” Now, the
world turns to President Biden.
The decision whether to rejoin
the deal or continue to impose
sanctions on Iran will set the
tone for the future of Biden’s
diplomatic agenda.
Fortunately, for the current
president, the choice is clear:
Biden should reassert the United
States on the international stage
and rejoin the Iran deal.
Despite Trump’s claims, there
is virtually no evidence that the
deal was ineffective. So far, both
parties have mostly upheld
their end of the bargain, and
the rare instances of alleged
infractions have been shut
down by the United Nations and
other watchdog organizations.
It is often argued that the deal
initially failed to halt Iran’s funding of terrorist groups like Hezbollah. But this misses the mark
— the Iran deal never intended

to address Iran’s mischief-making in the greater Middle East.
Rather, it focused solely on its
nuclear program. And, in that
regard, it succeeded.
Critics of the JCPOA might
also add that reimposing sanctions gives the United States
more
economic
leverage
against a dangerous, unpredictable Iranian government. This
argument is too narrow. The
US-Iran relationship is not unilateral. US-Iran cooperation is
vital for international peace and
security. Just two years after
Trump’s withdrawal from JCPOA
in early 2020, US-Iran tensions
nearly reached a tipping point,
sparking fears of war. If Biden
rejoined the deal (effectively
lifting sanctions), a new level
of US-Iran cooperation would
come about and relations would
improve.
The United States is missing
out on a critical opportunity to
assert itself in the international
arena and show its allies that
international cooperation is still
on the table (as it should be). If
Biden knew what was best for
America, he would resume constructive diplomatic discussions
with its most important allies
and ultimately rejoin JCPOA.
If anything is clear, it is this:
Biden was dealt a tough hand.
In the past few years, America’s
relationship with Iran has deteriorated, and its unity with allies
has also taken a hit. Even if the
current nuclear deal is not perfect — and it isn’t — it remains
the best option for the foreseeable future.

Letter to the Editor: Phillip Warfield responds to recent opinion piece
Phillip Warfield
Contributor
Editor’s Note: The Southern
Accent_published_an_opinion
piece_on_Feb._24,_2021_(Vol.
76,_Issue_17)_describing_an
incident_that_occurred_after
Sheryl Kambuni was elected as
SA_president._Phillip_Warfield,
who_was_mentioned_in_the
article,_disputes the previously
reported account of the incident
and shares his side of the story
in this letter.

Phillip Warfield is a Ph.D student_of_United_States_history_at_Howard_University
in Washington, D.C. and was
Student_Association_President_at_Southern_Adventist
University during_the 20172018 school year.

On February 21, 2020, I
returned to Southern to visit
friends, celebrate my acceptance into graduate school and
enjoy my birthday; however, in
reading the Accent recently,
I have found that even those
who support me, even if they
do not personally know me,
have described the following
event as factual, believing that
I “stood up and shouted ‘Black
power’” at a Vespers service.
This short piece aims to tell the
complete truth of that event
and be a reminder of the dam-

ages that gossip can create
surrounding the public memory of someone’s career.
As Sheryl Kambuni was
introduced as the following
year’s Student Association
(SA) President at SA Vespers,
Dennis Negrón, director of
student services, asked if I
would come up to the front
of the church in solidarity and
support for the new student
leaders. Negrón also revealed
an incredible historic fact
about Sheryl’s election: She
had become the first Black
female SA President in over
40 years and the first female
SA President in 26 years. The
sanctuary was filled with joy
as we celebrated history and
progress together. I was just a
supporting role, if anything, a
relic from the past who simply
happened to be around.
Two days later, I woke up to
several texts and pictures from
friends about a “confession”
made on an Instagram page
devoted to sheer amounts of
gossip and ludicrous claims,
@sau_confession. In most

of the student confessions
from the weekend, I was the
centerpiece: “I heard [Phillip]
shout ‘Black power’ as Cheryl
[sic] went up to claim her
spot as president...racial elitism was expelled from his
lips...I am truly ashamed to
have even looked up to the
man who is a hypocrite and a
fraud...Congrats Mr. President
on bringing back racism to
Southern.”
Somehow, for simply showing up, some students created
strange
conspiracies
about my character and in an
instant, from all directions,
little fires sprouted up surrounding me and my work. I knew
that responding to a page that
was created to stir controversy
would only stoke the flames,
though several friends and
current students attempted
to contact @sau_confession to
dispute the rumor. Even then,
they would not budge and the
damage was done. It was their
truth against mine.
Here’s the truth: I went back
to my seat after Negrón said

a prayer for the new student
leaders. And when he revealed
SA history, I clapped excitedly
and raised my fist in triumph
and support, as did everyone
else around me. A female student, however, from a few pews
behind me shouted: “We love to
see a Black woman in power!”
A simple gesture: A fist in the
air, a supportive smile and my
two hands clapping together,
ended up being the story of
the weekend, and somehow a
voice very unlike my own had
been tagged to me. This is
what happens when rumors
are created, when we attribute
falsehoods to someone and
widely accept them as fact,
never allowing the accused
to speak. “Spilling the tea”
seems inevitable, but might
we be better if we were more
thoughtful of our actions and
sought the truth?
You never know what permanent damage you can do to
someone’s career and the public memory of their reputation
with a tiny rumor.

RELIGION
Imitating Naomi: The importance of creating a space of unity and love
Esther A. Manu
Contributor
There’s a story about a group
of chefs who loved being a part
of the restaurant where they
worked. In that kitchen, affection and companionship was
palpable. One day, the head
chef decided to quit his job,
and the restaurant fell apart.
Hidden jealousies arose, and
kitchen sabotage became the
norm. The pleasant atmosphere
that the head chef had created
was completely shattered. The
workplace became so intolerable that, one by one, the chefs

resigned from the restaurant
they once loved so dearly.
There are people with a
remarkable ability to bring
unity wherever they go. Naomi
was one such person. When
looking at the story of Ruth,
people often perceive Naomi
as just a woman who lost much
in her lifetime but was blessed
with a devoted daughter-inlaw. While that is true, Naomi
was more than that.
Though Ruth and Orpah were
foreigners to her, Naomi man-

aged to love them so much
that they cried at the thought
of leaving her. She had created such a profound bond in
the household that even after
Ruth and Orpah lost their husbands — the reason why they
were related to her — they were
unwilling to go back home.
She had managed to create
a space so fulfilling that even
with the loss of a dear one, love
remained in that household.
The bond that Naomi created
at home must have influenced

Ruth’s intense desire to accept
God. Had Naomi been mean
and coercive, Ruth would have
been uninterested by anything
she had to offer.
Like a newborn child, the
only picture Ruth had of God
was what Naomi and her family presented to her. Naomi
represented God so well that
Ruth was willing to know the
God that influenced Naomi’s
character. As parents, we will
be representatives of God to
our children until they are able

to meet God for themselves.
Without unity in our homes, the
children would be less receptive
to God and would consider that
disunity and lack of love as part
of God’s character.
Being able to create unity is
a quality we can all learn. When
we exhibit the fruits of the Spirit
in our daily lives, others are
drawn near. We become instruments through which they can
experience God’s love.

For more related news, visit our website at southern-accent.org
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LIFESTYLE
See it in Spring: 2021 fashion trends to look out for
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
We finally made it through
the season of layers upon layers, bright colored beanies and
Doc Martens with every outfit. Soon, it’ll be too warm for
turtlenecks under oversized
sweaters. Gone are the days of
freezing hands while walking
between classes and feeling our
breath under our masks. Now
we will only freeze on our way
to our 8 a.m.’s, only to find ourselves sunbathing by lunchtime.
For these 60 to 70 degree days,
what can we expect to see more
of along the promenade? Here
are some common trends that
stood out from Spring 2021’s
New York Fashion Week (NYFW):
Bright colors all around
French blue, rust orange,
marigold yellow, amethyst purple and mint green are what’s
hot this season. A quick Google
search of Pantone’s “Fashion
Color Trend Report” from NYFW
will show you exactly what you
should be looking for in your
pants, skirts, cardigans and
blazers. Color block your outfits
with these solid colors!
(Worthy note: Sage green,
light tan and other pastels
are STILL IN. I thought this
trend would die last summer.
Turns out, they just turned the
saturation up a little bit and
kept it going. Perfect for
spring, honestly.)
Crochet and knit everything
(particularly sweater vests)
While sweater vests overtook the market last season,
what I’m talking about are fun
crochet vests and chunky knit
cardigans. For those who are
brave or bold with their fashion statements, crochet square
pants made by hand or upcy-

cled from old crochet blankets
have been popping up all over
Instagram. I recently bought a
bright blue knit sweater vest for
this upcoming season. I always
thought vests were impractical,
and I was wrong. They are literally the ideal spring layer.
Midi-length skirts and dresses
For anyone who wears skirts
or dresses, mid-calf is the way
to go. Perfectly breezy, complete freedom of movement,
and when it comes to dresses,
an entire outfit in one. Vintage
dresses from the ‘80s and ‘90s
are usually cut to this length,
and somehow “modest is hottest” has made it into the mainstream fashion trends of 2021.
(To combine trends, some collections at NYFW showed entirely
crocheted midi dresses.)
Statement sleeves
Puffy sleeves, shoulder pads (I
know, I know) or any other style
that brings attention to your
shoulders or arms are worth
wearing. Lightweight blouses or
button-downs with loose sleeves
and a pair of your favorite trousers gives a classy and vintage
look that will make you look
more put together and fashion-forward. Statement sleeves also let you get away with
some fun styles in a more professional environment.
For more inspiration, check
out Vogue’s or The Trend Spotter’s analysis of this year’s fashion weeks. There are plenty
more outfits and ideas to
choose from, and I can’t encourage you to wear anything above
the knee. Just kidding. Kind of.
Happy spring!

Photos courtesy of @le_marche_du_soleil and @chantel.palmer

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Melani Echavarría

Georgii Zaitsev

Austin Bates @sandwoodstreets
Hey church, let’s stop using Sabbath school to mansplain religion.
Thanks.

Sam Oliveira @solive03
I blinked and “break” was over.

Paola Mora @paola_y_mora_z
I don’t know why, but whenever someone sees me taking Brock’s elevator from the first floor to the second floor I feel so embarrassed

melani0603 I’ve created a family in college
that will last forever #SAUlife

Justin Mertz

thgeorge Changes, what I can keep control
of, make me happy #SAUlife

Thomas Andrews

Andrea Stevens @andens99
Slipped and faceplanted in the middle of Walmart. How’s your day
going?

Alexandra Dye @adlyley
something: exists.
my parents: OH so are they gonna cancel THAT too?????

justin__mertz PC:@paul__schafer #SAUlife

Congratulations @jjjoanleee! Pick
up your gift card in the Student
Development office.
Kevin is looking to grab some food to
eat this week. Find him in this issue
to recieve a

Verenize Romero

mr_tandrews Spring break fishing trips #SAUlife

Samuel Kumendong

$10 Panda Express
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
daniella.hasel #SAUlife

sammykume new jeans #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu

8 | Wednesday, March 24, 2021

CHATTER

Today 24
59-70

12:00 p.m. – Faculty Showcase
5:00 p.m. – Soccer Captains’ Meeting
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate, Hulsey
Auditorium

Friday 26
46-73

Badminton/Tennis Singles Sign-ups
begin
Social Work Major Applications Due
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Student Missions, Tent/Online
7:57 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – Missions Expo, Church South
Atrium

Sunday 28
45-72

Senior Exit Exam
10:00 a.m. – Missions Training, Online
2:00 p.m. – Psi-Chi Induction
8:00 p.m. – Taboo Week—Residence Hall
Week of Questions

Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org

Thursday 25
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations:
What is the Role of Obedience in Salvation: Dave Ferguson, Thatcher Chapel/
Online
3:30 p.m. – Graduate Council

Saturday

59-70

27

9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & 57-73
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Don Pate, Adoration
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Don Pate, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
7:58 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – SA Talent Show, Iles Gym

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|24

Monday 29

Tuesday 30
46-70

Senior Exit Exam
Campus Research Day Submission Deadline
Last day for 40% tuition refund; No tuition
refund after today
8:00 p.m. – Taboo Week—Residence Hall Week
of Questions

Senior Exit Exam
Soccer Begins
4:00 p.m. – University Assembly
8:00 p.m. – Taboo Week—Residence Hall
Week of Questions

46-68

Marc Guarino

Kylie Burgess

Jordan Lemon

Dyani Copp

Ealeen Segura

Sunday |28
Lilyann Adams
Jessica Galdamez

Wilson Corrales

Friday |26

Casey Goldring

Brandon Edelbach

Sam Han

Anaya Realin

Nicole Kay Gultom

Trevor Kondek

Steve Roman

Lauren Ho

Andre Peteros

Ethan Smith

Anna Hunt

Abby Segovia-Santos

Christopher Viar

Paola Mora Zepeda

Monday |29

Tierra Washington

Saturday |27

Thursday |25

Brandon Familia

Maravilla

Daniel Simmons

Tuesday |30

Caitlin Cordero

Ellie Felix

Ethan Dee

Golda Ruckle

Jae-Yong Lee

Carissa Djami

Natalee Townsend

Jacquelyn Mannerberg

Kevin Djami

Alyssa Wolf

David Pelote

Breanna Ermshar

Juliana Wolf

Zach Roberts

Aaron Edwards

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN EDUCATION
Learn to Lead

An online master’s degree from Southern
Adventist University prepares educators
for success.
Increase your marketability and position yourself for
advancement with Instructional Leadership—an online
program with one two-week intensive on campus.
This emphasis prepares you for roles as a school principal
or superintendent. Courses meeting the requirements for
the North American Division Principal Endorsement are
also offered online.
Master of Science in Education
• Literacy Education
• Outdoor Education

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Hamilton County extends
Isn't it obvious? Finding the answer
mask mandate, updates
to your challenging questions
eligibility for COVID-19 vaccine
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#MeToo SAU: Students use Instagram as a Fraudulent
safe space to share stories of sexual assault check scam
emails
surface on
campus
Alana Crosby
Staff Writer

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
Taylor Dean
News Editor
On March 3, 2021, a group
of_three_students_launched
@metoo_sau,_an_Instagram
account dedicated to sharing the
stories of Southern’s students
who_have_experienced_sexual
assault and misconduct on and
off campus. The account, which
has 146 followers as of March 30,
also provides various resources
for victims.
The Southern Accent reached
out to administrators of the @
metoo_sau_page_through_Instagram direct messages. And,
though they provided information, the account owners wanted
to remain anonymous to keep
their account a “safe place for
everyone to share their story.”
According to the page administrators, they felt there was a
need for a community on campus for those with stories of sexual assault, which inspired them

to create the account. Since the
launching of the Instagram page,
the account has posted alleged
stories_of_sexual_harassment,
grooming,_coercion_and_other
stories of sexual misconduct.
“We want this account to raise
awareness of the prevalence of
sexual abuse on college campuses,”_@metoo_sau_administrators_said._“We_want_to_create a safe place for survivors
to share their stories. We also
recognize that, with awareness,
comes education to prevent further sexual abuse.”
Vice_President_for_Student
Development_Dennis_Negrón
said he is not surprised that the
account exists, as he recognizes
the prevalence of sexual assault
and misconduct in society.
“Sexual violence is a reality, ”he
said. “And it permeates all aspects
of life, and, unfortunately, permeates even religious life.

We want this
account to raise
awareness of
the prevalence
of sexual abuse
on college campuses. We want
to create a safe
place for survivors to share
their stories.
“… I know that simply because
I am involved in Title IX on campus,” he added. “So, the fact that
there is a #MeToo SAU account
doesn’t surprise me.”
One of the goals on Southern’s
campus_is_to_create_a_culture
where_those_who_see_or_hear
something_that_appears_to_be
sexual assault or misconduct will
report it, according to Negrón.

He said Southern offers various
resources_to_victims_of_sexual
assault, such as counselors who
are_specifically_trained_in_that
area and confidential groups for
students to join.
O v e r _t h e _y e a r s , _C a m p u s
Safety has offered self-defense
classes through a Rape Aggression_Defense_(RAD)_program.
However,_that_class_has_been
on_hold_since_the_beginning
of COVID-19. RAD leaders are
trying to find ways to continue
the program safely on campus,
according_to_Fire_and_Safety
Specialist Josh Fraker.
Negrón said resources for sexual assault victims will be more
openly_advertised_and_readily
available at the new Bietz Center
for Student Life, as the resources
currently don’t lend themselves
well in terms of promotion.
“When students come into
See ME TOO on page 2

Many students have reported
emails offering fake off-campus
jobs such as pet-sitting and virtual assistance for a man known
only_as_“Uncle_Steve.”_The
emails can be found in the junk
folder of some students' Southern email accounts.
The_sender_introduces_herself as Mallory Josh, a student
at Southern. She is seeking people interested in making $300
working for her “Uncle Steve,”
who has “recently moved to the
area.” However, Josh is not listed
as a Southern student, and does
not have a student email.
Lexie Dornburg, sophomore
nursing major, received the email
on March 1, 2021. Dornburg was
immediately suspicious.
“I looked at it and knew it
had to be fake,” Dornburg said.
“It was too good to be true. I
immediately_noticed_that_the
email_wasn’t_a_Southern.edu
email but they claimed to be a
student, and that was fishy.”
Campus_Safety_warns_students to be careful with emails
like these.
“ The_majority_of_these
e m a i l s _a r e _s e n t _t o _m u l t i ple_random_contacts_in_the
attempt to deceive the recipient into giving out sensitive
information and/or some type
of monetary funds,” said Corbett Cole, dispatch supervisor
for Campus Safety.
According_to_Cole,_in_the
case of a personal assistant, the
scammer will send a check to
See SCAM on page 2

Southern's automotive program
Updates on Bietz
Center: Grand opening ranks fourth in the country
scheduled for August
Victoria Mills
Staff Writer
An_Accent_article_published on_Jan._23,_2020,_mentioned_that_construction_on
the Bietz Center_for_Student_
Life_was_facing_delays_due
to_inclement_weather_and_
unforseen circumstances.
Despite those setbacks, the
Bietz_Center_for_Student_Life
will hopefully gain its certificate
of occupancy on June 1 and will
have a grand opening in August
when students come back to
campus for the Fall 2021 semester, according to Marty Hamilton, associate vice president for
financial administration.
“We need the summer to get
everyone moved in, settled and
prepared,” he said.
According to Hamilton, there
is_also_a_possibility_that_there
will be a "soft opening" before
the_grand opening for SmartStart students.
Hamilton said that it might
be disappointing for graduating_seniors_who_have_anticipated seeing the center open,
but he believes that because of
the setbacks, it is nearly impossible to open now.
“I walk past it once in a while

and wish I could have at least
gotten a chance to experience it
once," said Kirsten Clark, senior
marketing major.
According to Hamilton, parts
of six different departments will
be moving into the new center during the summer. These
include the Campus Shop, the
new Food Service eatery, the
Office of Ministry and Mission,
Student Development and the
Student Success Center.
Hamilton is excited about the
new student center's potential.
“It ’s_totally_student-focused,”_he_said._“It’s_something like we haven’t had my
entire time here.”
Hamilton_is_not_the_only
one_looking_forward_to_the
new center. Students are also
excited about its opening.
Junior religious studies major
Lucas Bueno said he is looking
forward_to_opportunities_to
make new friends.
“I’m excited for the areas for
socializing_and_meeting_new
people,” he said.
Other_students_like_junior
social_work_major_John_Kent
are excited about new office
See BIETZ on page 3

Thursday, March 25 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Levi Gloudeman works on a car in Ledford Hall. Recently the Automotive Technology Department ranked 4th
in the country.

María José Morán
Lead Reporter
According to a recent rank by
College Choice, Southern Adventist University has the fourth best
automotive technology program
in the United States.
The_list_compiles_the_top_ten
universities to get an automotive
technology_degree,_which_also
ranks Walla Walla University as
number nine.
According to the College Choice
website,_the_aspects_taken_into
consideration_when_ranking_a
program_include_its_nationwide
reputation, graduation and retention rates, affordability and first
salaries for graduates.

The ranking mentions some of
the classes and areas in which students can gain knowledge, which_
include_engine_performance_
and_computers,_auto_electrical
systems and arc welding. The article also mentioned Southern as
one of the best universities in the
region as judged by U.S. News &
World_Report and_one_of_“The_
best_in_the_Southeast,”_according_to_The Princeton Review.
The_automotive_program has
also_ranked_as_number_five_at
TheBestSchools.org.
“I chose Southern because it
is one of the top ten schools in
automotive in the country,” said

Valden Gardiner, recent Southern
graduate with a BT Auto Service
Management_Degree._“Usually
most tech-vocational community
colleges [are] very large. So,_at
a smaller private university the
teacher can much better understand students, and I was able to
ask questions one on one.”
According to Southern's website, the “department offers comprehensive coursework” between
modern vehicles and construction
management.
“One_of_my_favorite_things
about the program is that it is very
hands on,” Gardiner said. “The
See AUTOMOTIVE on page 2

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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NEWS
SCAM

continued from page 1
the victim and have the individual deposit it into his or her personal bank account. The victim
will be asked to buy gift cards
or wire money using a service
such as Walmart’s MoneyGram.
According to Cole, normally the
victim is informed that they can
keep a portion of the check as
payment.
“In_the_end,_the_check_does
not_clear,_and_often_the_victim has overdrawn their bank
account,” Cole said.
According_ to_ Penrod_ and
Haas, only one scam email has
been reported this year. While this
does not mean other Southern
students have not received them,
many scam emails are caught
by scam filters put into place by
Information and Technology.
Luke Dunzweiler, a security
analyst for Southern has listed
some tips for avoiding scams,
such as: Checking if the email is
from a legitimate web address,
noting if the email has spelling
or grammar errors, and logging
into your email account directly
rather than clicking on a link.
Cole_advises_students_to_be
cautious_of_emails_that_offer
money_and_suggests_students
contact_Campus_Safety_with
additional questions.
Students who have received
suspicious-looking emails can
forward them to spam@southern.edu_or_campussafety@
southern.edu.

How to avoid getting
scammed?
Tips from Luke Dunzweiler,
Southern Security Analyst

1._ Verify _ the _ sender's
address.
2. Verify links by hovering
over them to see if the web
address is legitimate.

3. Never log into your
account _ through _ an _ email
link; _ check _ your _ account
directly rather than following
the link.
4._ Check _ if _ email _ has

poor spelling and grammatical errors.

5. Avoid email that con-

tains unsolicited attachments.

6. Do not provide sensitive _ information _ such _ as
name, address, phone number, ssn, credit card, etc.
7. Do no accept any gift

cards or anything having to
do with a check.

8._When_in_doubt, forward _ the _ email _ to _ spam@
southern.edu

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
w i t h _ s o m e _ l i m i t e d _ exc e p tions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To_report_mistakes,_
email_us_at_accent@southern.
edu_or_reach_us_through_our_
social_media accounts.

SA Senate approves new surveillance
camera for Thatcher South parking lot
Aaron Mumu
Staff Writer
To_ ensure_ student_ safety,
along with safety for their vehicles, Student Association Senate
approved the installation of a
new surveillance camera in the
Thatcher South parking lot.
According to Briana Collins,
SA_senator_and_sophomore
accounting_major,_the_new
weatherproof Panasonic surveillance_camera will include
night surveillance and provide
footage clear enough to capture license plates. Including
installation,_the_camera_will
cost $3,000.
The_placement_of_the_camera, according to Collins, will be
determined by Campus Safety in
order to ensure maximum coverage. Campus Safety is also set

about it because I didn’t know
who had hit it,” Trevadan said.
It took months for the person
who_hit Trevadan’s car to find
Trevadan and pay for the damages._These_are_the_situations
Trevadan hopes to prevent with
the new surveillance camera.
SA has yet to discuss the new
camera_with_Director_for_Residence Life Lisa Hall and does not
have a current date for installation. Still, Trevadan and her team
are working to install the camera
as soon as possible.
“I’m_so_happy_and_excited
because I feel like I’m actually a
part of making positive changes
on campus,” Trevadan said.

Monday, March 29. Photo by Cassidy Connelly.

Cars parked in the Thatcher South parking lot. Recently, SA Senate approved of a new $3,000 survillance camera to be installed in this parking space.

continued from page 1

program gives you real world
experience, and you get to work
on vehicles. The lab projects are
70 percent of your grade, so you
have to be working in the shop.”
In order to help students gain
experience, the Automotive Program has a “fully equipped 10-bay
shop,”_according_to_Southern's
website. The facility is equipped
to do big and small automotive projects. While students are
assigned a personal toolbox to
hold their smaller materials, the
shop has a variety of technological equipment such as computer
diagnostics units and valve grinding equipment.
“[The materials] helped me gain
experience in all aspects of the
automotive. I was able to work
on different kinds of vehicles and
practice with every machine, tools
and equipment in the shop,” Gardiner said. “The automotive program allows me to think. And, it
is more of a critical thinking program because you have to learn
to diagnose and troubleshoot.”
The automotive program currently offers three different types
of degrees, which include a bachelor's in technology, an associate's
in technology and a minor in auto
service technology.
I think this makes Southern
very unique because most tech
colleges don’t offer a four-year
degree,” Gardiner said. “If you
want to have your own shop, then
you are able to learn business and
auto mechanics.”

ME TOO

continued from page 3
the_new_area,_promotional
materials are going to be front
and center,” Negrón said. “Right
now, we have this really small
brochure holder, and it's easily
missed. But it's not going to be
missed when we move into the
new building — sexual assault
prevention is going to have a
much bigger presence.”
So_far,_stories_shared_at_@
metoo_sau_occurred,_allegedly,
both off and on campus, with
some_students_reporting_incidents_that_they_said_occurred
before they came to Southern.
According to Know Your IX, a
project founded in 2013 by an
organization called Advocates for
Youth that encourages students
to speak against sexual assault
in their schools, 19% of women
and 5% of men will be sexually assaulted during their time
in college. Of that percentage,
only 12% of cases are reported
to authorities. In 2019, Southern reported one case of rape
and nine cases of stalking. There
were no reported cases of dating
violence, domestic violence, fondling, incest or statutory rape.
To date, no numbers have been
released for the year 2020.
@metoo_sau page administrators promise confidentiality by
using Lipsi, an anonymous messaging app, to collect the stories.
Due to the nature of the app,
administrators cannot see who
submitted the message. In addition, @metoo_sau also discourages_followers_from_reposting
survivors’ experiences unless he
or she specifically asks for their
story to be shared.
“We have asked our followers

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

to review footage obtained from
the Thatcher South camera. This
will be the first camera for either
Thatcher or Thatcher South parking lots. According to the Senate
minutes, Talge already has a surveillance camera.
“We hope that the surveillance
camera_will_provide_a_level_of
security for the vehicles of the
students_as_well_as_security
for_the_women_commuting_at
night,” Collins said.
The seeds for this project were
planted in October 2019 when
current junior accounting major
and_SA_Senator_Erla_Trevadan
found her car had been hit while
parked_in_the_main_Thatcher
South parking lot.
“There was nothing I could do

AUTOMOTIVE

to avoid reposting survivor stories,” @metoo_sau administrators said. “However, we have also
stated on our account that sharing a story does run the risk of it
being shared elsewhere. Though,
we do ask for the stories to stay
on our page.”
According to page administrators, if they feel the author of a
submitted story is in danger, they
will ask the author to reach out.
While they do not believe that it
is their place to report for someone else, as they feel that “doing
so could endanger them further,”
the app also includes a feature
that allows them to report anything that could be classified as
criminal activity.
Negrón said he hopes students who report incidents of
sexual violence on the Instagram account would be encouraged to come forward in order
to receive help.
“The fact is, I'm reading the
posts, too,” he said. “Granted, I
don't know who wrote the post.
But if I see something, I'll be
alerted. And hopefully, I can get
one of my investigators to do
some research.”
In_addition_to_Southern,
administrators_of_@sau_metoo
also provide resources to sexual
abuse survivors. On their linktree
link, they have the contact information for the National Sexual
Assault Hotline, National Domestic_Violence_Hotline,_Southern’s
Title IX form and a link to schedule an appointment with Associate Chaplain Anna Bennett.
“We believe that sharing these
resources is extremely important
because we want this page to be
a well-rounded resource for sur-

vivors to come and receive help
if desired,” page administrators
said. “We also want to be clear
that we want this page to work
with the campus resources and
not against it. That being said,
we understand that some people
do not feel comfortable sharing
with the resources on campus, so
that is why we have the hotline
resources as well.”
Essentially, administrators of
the #MeToo SAU platform said
they seek to inform students
that their stories matter and

that they are not alone in their
experiences.
“We are a group of three students_that just want to create
a place_for_other individuals to
safely_share_their_stories…”_@
metoo_sau page administrators
said. “Students must be aware
that_sexual_harassment_and
assault are not uncommon occurrences. Many people may believe
that their experience is not traumatic enough to talk about. We
want students to know that there
is never a story that is too small.”

Screen captured of @metoo_sau's Instagram account.
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continued from page 1
spaces for the Office of Ministry and Mission as well as Student Association.
Since_so_many_departments are moving, spaces will
be vacated all around campus.
Hamilton said he is unable to
share_what will fill the empty
spaces, but the end result will
take a long time.
“It’s actually probably going
to take several years to make all
that happen,” Hamilton said.
Another big project that will

take place after the Bietz Center_is_finished_is_the_McKee
Library_renovation,_according to Hamilton. The renovation will include a new front
entrance,_1,892_square_feet
a d d e d _ t o _ t h e _ f ro n t _ o f _ t h e
library, building out the third
floor, expanding the Writing
and Tutoring Center, two new
bathrooms,_some_new_office
space and a new classroom.

Campus Ministries changes its name
to Office of Ministry and Missions
Miranda Delgado
Staff Writer
Campus_Ministries_has
changed its name to the Office
of Ministry and Missions. After
years_of_being_called_Campus Ministries, the name was
changed to clarify its purpose.
“There_has been a lot of confusion on campus as to what our
department is, who we are and
what we do,” said Anna Bennett,
associate chaplain for the Office
of Ministry and Missions._“The
new title ‘Office of Ministry and
Missions’ is much more inclusive
of each of the important roles
our core staff play, and the student leaders who help carry out
our mission.”
The_name_change_has_been
in consideration for a year now,
and was reviewed and discussed
by the core staff of the department, including Bennett.
“I like [the new name] because
it_has_their_goal_in_the_name,
but the old name, Campus Min-

Office of Ministry and Missions
is much more
inclusive of each
of the important roles our
core staff play,
and the student
leaders who help
carry out our
mission.
istries_seemed_to_have_a more
direct_impact_to_students,” said
Katie_Guild, sophomore health,
physical_education_and_recreation major.
Junior political science Marlyn
Antwan also shared her opinion.
“I_think_that_changing_the
name_from_Campus_Ministries
to the Office of Ministry and Mis-

sion shows the mission purpose
of the program and highlights
how Southern Adventist University not only serves our campus,
but also our world,” Antwan said.
Bennett said she hopes the
Office_of Ministry and Missions
will help guide people in their
spiritual walks.
“It's our hope that students
a n d _e m p l oy e e s _w o u l d _s e e
our_office_as_an_incredible
resource,”_Bennett_said._“We
aim_to_walk_alongside_each
member of our campus family
to help develop their faith, so
that they can pursue God's purpose for their lives.”
To connect with the Office of
Ministry and Missions, students
can_email_chaplain@southern.
edu, or follow @ministryandmissions on Instagram for regular
updates and stories of what God
is doing on campus.

Southern alumni start investment
company to offer financial education

Friday March 26, 2020. Photo by Lila Odhiambo

More progress is being made on the Bietz Center’s construction. The
campus bookstore (top) will be relocating to the new building along
with a revamping of the campus kitchen (bottom).

International mission
trips canceled indefinitely
Lesieli Heimuli
Lead Reporter
Southern's administration sent
an email to Human Engagement
Director Melissa Moore stating
international mission trips are
canceled indefinitely.
According_to_Moore,_administration’s biggest concern was
the safety of the students and
employee_sponsors_due_to
COVID-19.

We are
disappointed
that we will
not have
international
mission trips
this year, but
we respect that
there are many
unknown factors
that have caused
the university,
parents [and]
students to be
cautious.
In_a_previous_Accent_article
published on Jan. 26, the Evangelistic Resource Center (ERC) and
Humanitarian Engagement were
prepared for mission and vision
trips for the summer. ERC’s mission locations included Argentina,_the_Dominican_Republic,
Peru, Kenya and New Jersey. ERC
Director Raul Rivero said the New
Jersey trip was canceled in January due to the state’s high rate of
coronavirus deaths.
With the cancelation of overseas mission trips, ERC will only
be offering mission trips to theology students taking the public evangelism class. There will
be about 16 theology students
who will head to the Dominican
Republic to run several evangelistic_meetings_in_mid-May
and about 16 students working in North Carolina from July
through August.
“I think administration made

the right decision to cancel the
trips this summer since we are
in the midst of a pandemic,” Rivero said. “We are going through
great lengths to secure the most
safe way for our students to go.”
Rivero hopes to have two trips
toward the end of summer. He
said he surveyed student interest
in the trips and plans to present
the_information_to_administration for approval.
Moore_said_she_was_disappointed_by_the_cancelation_of
the_Humanitarian_Engagement
office's vision trips to Peru and
North Africa.
“We are disappointed that we
will not have international mission trips this year,” Moore said.
“But we respect that there are
many unknown factors that have
caused_the_university_parents
[and] students, to be cautious.”
There is one mission trip still
planned for Atlanta in May.
Originally,_there_were_two
domestic trips: one to Chattanooga and one to Atlanta. However, there are only enough
students to fill the Atlanta trip,
according to Moore.
Vision trips will be postponed
to_either_Thanksgiving_and
Christmas break, or the following spring. All funds solicited
as donations can be applied to
future mission trips. Any funds
that were not paid as a donation
can be refunded.
Moore_said_the_Human
Engagement office has already
started refunding all application
fees and will be working diligently
over the summer to prepare trips
for the approval process.
“We will start marketing those
opportunities as soon as they are
officially approved by administration,” Moore said.
Moore_encourages_students
and_employees_to_continue_to
serve in their communities.
“We hope that although students may not be able to join a
mission trip this year, they find
other_ways_to_serve_as_Jesus’
hands and feet,” Moore said.

Photo courtesy of Kaye Hache

Gabriel Hernandez, '19, and Kaye Hache, '20, are the founders of 2H - an investing company that aims to
teach customers how to better invest their money.

Frank Canizares
Staff Writer
Following a recent GameStop
controversy that pitted small
investors against larger ones,
raising the stock price by as
much_as_1,700_%,_Southern
alumni Gabriel Hernandez, ‘19,
and Kye Hache, ‘20, decided to
launch their own investment
company. The business, called
2H Investing, began on March
1 and aims to teach people how
to better invest their money
by offering financial education
relating to all forms of investments, including real estate,
stocks and cryptocurrency.
Prior to venturing into their
dream jobs, Hache worked as a
personal trainer, and Hernandez
worked as a healthcare administrator at a chain of hospitals in
Orlando. They both fell in love
with finance at the end of 2017
with the popularization of cryptocurrency — online digital currencies that usually have some type
of innate value built into them
due to a defined scarcity. Cryptocurrency's value fluctuates based
on usage and scarcity, just like
any other currency.
The popularization of cryptocurrency sparked a desire in Hernandez and Hache to learn about
all kinds of financial mediums.
“This journey has led us to the
natural progression of wanting
to share our passion and knowledge with others through our
business,” Hache said.

Although_Hernandez_said
he_found_the_GameStop controversy incredibly exciting to
watch, he believes the average
investor should shy away from
such risky and fundamentally
unstable situations.
“It’s always wise to venture into
incomprehensible equity movements with an educated mind,”
Hernandez said.

Our company
focuses on one
goal: to make
everyone we
work with a more
competent manager of the cash,
assets and equities they have.
Hache and Hernandez said
they have succeeded at turning
their investment counseling company into a profitable venture. In
its first month, 2H has averaged
weekly about $15,000 in realized
gains, according to Hache.
“We are making more money
than we spend, as well as seeing
a relatively consistent membership growth trend week to week,”
Hache said.
2H mainly gets its customers
from_social_media_advertisements from platforms like Insta-

gram, Facebook and TikTok.
According to Hernandez, 2H’s
goal is to help individuals competently manage their money.
“Our company focuses on one
goal: to make everyone we work
with a more competent manager
of the cash, assets and equities
they have,” Hernandez said.
At least one customer has said
he benefited from services provided by Hache and Hernandez.
"A few weeks ago, I learned
about options and how little I
knew about them,” said Elias
Costellanos. “Trading in this market is especially difficult right
now, too. And, having them, as
well as the whole group, makes
it less stressful. ...And, if I'm In
the red, at least we can figure out
strategies to amend it."
The_expansion_and_growth
of community has become 2H’s
main priority, according to the
entrepreneurs.
“Our_plans_are_to_continue
growth, expand more into educational tools [and] evening classes
for our new members,” Hache
said, “as well as to amplify opportunities to clients to get more
involved within our community.”
Editor 's_note:_The_Accent
encourages student and alumni
entrepreneurs to share their stories. However, any reference to a
specific product or business does
not constitute an endorsement or
recommendation by the Accent.
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TALENT SHOW
Education junior Nathan Moravetz, who played the ukelele, wins first place at the Talent Show, winning a total of $1,500. "[Winning] felt surreal, yet
very rewarding. Being surrounded by my friends was the best part, and being able to meet other musicians made the night even better! It was an
exhilarating moment that I’ll never forget."

Saturday, March 27, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

The Untalented deliver their renditions of "Come and Get Your Love," "Crazy Little Thing," and
"Put Your Head on my Shoulder." Earlier in the performance, David Oh played a pot and spatula.

Saturday, March 27, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Saturday, March 27, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Ally Zapara sings a medley of Disney songs.

Saturday, March 27, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

SA Talent Show host Cameron Reel delivers his rendition of the "Toast Song" while
playing a toaster with forks. Co-host Aaron Patterson sat in disappointment because
Reel was not allowed to be a contestant.

Dysphan Lumbangaol and Sonia Joy perform "If I Ain’t Got You" by Alicia Keys.

Saturday, March 27, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Judges (left to right) Michael Baranda, Sheryl Kambuni, Lunelle Bertese, and Ryan Becker critique
the contestants. Their criteria for judging was based on originality, costume, audience reception,
entertainment value, presentation and talent.

Saturday, March 27, 2021. Photo by Xander Ordinola.

Nadine Peteros and her crew work to move the piano away for the next act. Behind
the scenes, she was in charge of communicating with AV and preparing the stage for
the next performer.
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Hamilton County extends mask mandate and
updates eligibility for COVID-19 vaccine
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
On_March_26,_the_Hamilton
County_Health_Department
(HCHD) opened up the eligibility for COVID-19 vaccinations to
all residents ages 16 and older,
including non-county residents
who live, work or go to school in
the county.
“The_expansion_of_eligibility
is_an_exciting_step in immunization efforts across the state,”
said HCHD Administrator Becky
Barnes_in_a_March_26_press
release. “With_the_increase_in
vaccination supply, we are able
to expand COVID-19 vaccine eligibility to all residents 16 and up
in Hamilton County, depending
on the vaccine manufacturer.”
At_a_press_conference
held_on_March_29,_Hamilton
County_Mayor_Jim_Coppinger
announced that he is asking for

the current mask mandate to be
extended until April 28 with the
intent to be lifted the next day.
“The most important thing we
were looking forward to was the
availability of vaccinations, and
as you well know, vaccinations
are here,” Coppinger said. “Can’t
express to the public enough
ways_or_enough_times,_how
important it is to be vaccinated.”
According to Coppinger, the
30-day_period_until_April_28
will allow residents to get vaccinated and for businesses to
prepare how they will operate
going forward.
The_Johnson_and_Johnson
vaccine and the Moderna vaccine are for residents ages 18
and older, the Pfizer vaccine is
for residents ages 16 and older,
according_to_the_March_26

HCHD press release.
According_to_the_HCHD’s
website,_once_vaccine_receivers have made their appointments either online or by phone
for a HCHD vaccine site, they
will need to bring documents
proving_their_age_and_proof
of_residency,_employment_or
schooling. COVID-19 Vaccine
Encounter forms will also need
to be completed.
“A list of documents that the
Health Department will accept
at the vaccination site is available on the Health Department’s FAQ [(Frequently Asked
Questions)] page. A school ID
or official school document will
be_accepted_[for_non-Hamilton County university or high
school students],” Barnes said
via email.

For a full list of providers and
pharmacies offering the COVID19 vaccine, Barnes said to visit
vaccinefinder.org/search.
Currently, the HCHD has three
locations to receive the vaccine:
the CARTA Bus Barn, Tennessee
Riverpark and Enterprise South
Nature Park. Partnerships with
local hospitals, pharmacies and
universities are also included in
this list of vaccine locations.
“ The_[HCHD]_is_primarily
receiving Pfizer vaccines for distribution right now. However,
there_are_many_other_places
in_the_county_providing_the
COVID-19 vaccine,” Barnes said
via email.
On_March_28,_Southern
Adventist University partnered
with the HCHD to offer 500
Johnson and Johnson vaccines

at the Collegedale Church of
Seventh-Day Adventists. Volunteers made up of community
members, Southern students
and Southern staff helped in
running the event.
“The_nursing_department
[at_Southern_Adventist_University]_and_Hamilton_County
are_hoping_to_collaborate_in
the future,” said Dorinda Harriss_from_Southern’s_University_Health_Center._“We_have
also applied to have the clinic
become a vaccine_site. So, at
some point, we’re hoping we’ll
be approved to give vaccines
on a regular basis.”
The total number of admini s t e r e d _C O V I D - 1 9 _v a c c i n e
d o s e s _i n _H a m i l t o n _C o u n t y
is 152, 468, as of March 29,
according to Barnes.

Important vaccine information
1st Dose Appointment Phone: 423-209-5398
2nd Dose Appointment Phone: 423-209-5399
Centro De Llamadas Para Programar Si Cita: 423209-5384

Things to Know Prior to Appointment
Do not arrive more than 15 minutes prior to your
scheduled appointment.
Bring proof of Hamilton County residency, employment or schooling.
Bring proof of age (16 and up for Pfizer & 18 and
up for Moderna and Johnson and Johnson).
Print and complete the COVID-19 Vaccine Encounter form for both first and second dose appointments. (https://bit.ly/3rtuueu).
Be prepared to wait 20 minutes after shot.

Screen capture of Monday’s press conference where Hamilton County Mayor Jim Coppinger announced that
he is asking for current mask mandate to be extended until April 28.

Be prepared for the entire process to take an hour
or more.

SPORTS
MLB opening day:
What to expect

NBA teams finalize big name
deals, ramp up for playoff run

Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

Davy Ondrejka
Contributor

Tomorrow is Opening Day
for_Major_League_Baseball.
Each_team_will_suit_up_for
the first time with new faces,
familiar_foes_and_everything
that comes with a full day of
baseball._The_Toronto_Blue
Jays and New York Yankees will
square off at 1:05 p.m., and 14
games will follow. Here’s what
to watch for.

This year … MLB
is cracking down on
the use of foreign
substances. MLB will
collect balls to analyze
and also look through
data for any related
statistical anomalies.
MLB_home_run_leader
starts on IL
Speaking of the Yankees,
first baseman Luke Voit, who
led the league with 22 home
runs last year, will start the
season on the injured list after
having surgery on a partially
torn meniscus. He’s expected
to miss about a month.
New_homes_for_familiar
faces
During the offseason, many
players switched teams. Longtime Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor was traded to the
Mets. Former Astros center
fielder_signed_with_the_Blue
Jays_for_six_years._Rockies
standout third baseman Nolan
Arenado was shipped to the
Cardinals. Defending Cy Young
winner Trevor Bauer left Cincinnati to join the defending
World Series champion Dodg-

ers. All in all, it was quite the
eventful offseason.
MLB cracking down on foreign substances
Some pitchers like to use
some substances, such as pine
resin or a mixture that they’ve
perfected, to help them grip
the ball. In the past, the MLB
has looked past this, even
though it’s against the rules.
A lot of hitters don’t mind it,
and pitchers like to have a
better sense of where the ball
is headed. Some batters, naturally, like it better that way,
too. This year, however, MLB
is cracking down on the use
of foreign substances. MLB
will collect balls to analyze and
also look through data for any
related statistical anomalies.

This year’s trade deadline
had many teams scrambling
to get a deal finalized before 3
p.m. on March 25. Some teams
wanted to add big names to
the roster while others were
looking to clear out some contracts and get draft picks to
begin a rebuild. Regardless,
action was taking place till just
minutes before the deadline.
The Lakers wanted to find a
supportive big that would give
them an edge going into the
playoffs. Signing Andre Drummond after he was bought out,
they accomplished just that.
Drummond’s talents were
being wasted in Cleveland.
He is a strong center who is
known for being able to dominate teams in the paint. Adding this to an already great

team with LeBron James and
Anthony Davis and they could
be a problem in the West.
The Miami Heat were the
center of a lot of rumors about
who they would be getting in
trades. In the end, the Heat
were able to acquire Victor
Oladipo from the Rockets.
This will help the defending
Eastern Conference champions, who are floundering right
now. Oladipo is a great isolation player that will be able to
help spread the floor and get
his teammates open shots.
The biggest story is no
doubt the New York Nets and
the players they added. A
notable name the Nets added
a week prior was Blake Griffin.
Though he is past his prime,
adding Griffin is a good move

for the Nets. He is a smart
player who will fill whatever
role the Nets need. After the
trade deadline ended, the Nets
were still able to make a deal
with LaMarcus Aldridge, whom
the Spurs just bought out. The
Nets are gearing up for a deep
playoff run. It’s hard to believe
Kevin Durant, Kyrie Irving,
James Harden, Blake Griffin,
DeAndre Jordan and LaMarcus
Aldridge all play on the same
team, but it’s the truth. However, big names don’t always
mean big wins. It will be interesting to see how all those
stars fit together on the court.
Will it be a walk in the park for
Brooklyn to reach the Finals?
Or, will it be one of the most
disappointing early exits for a
team in NBA history?
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The US Citizenship Act of 2021: The $4 billion question
Let’s solve the
Helping Central
problems in our
America: The benefit
borders first
goes both ways
Robbie Piccirilli
Contributor
There is a new bill in Congress called the U.S. Citizenship
Act of 2021, and it is being contested._The_bill_encompasses
plenty_of_issues, like creating
a_pathway_to_citizenship_for
undocumented immigrants.
One of the points the bill is
addressing the root causes of
migration by giving $4 billion
to El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras in a four-year-interagency plan. Certain conditions must be met in order to
receive, like lowering corruption and violence.
The goal of giving money to
these countries is to help their
governments create a country
where people are safe without
having to migrate elsewhere.
In my opinion, I don’t believe
the U.S. should be giving Central America $4 billion.
I think the money should be
spent on other issues that are
happening right now in the
U.S. Ever since President Biden
stopped the fracking line near
the Canada and U.S. border,
the U.S. has had an oil problem. This action has led to an
increase in gas prices, facilities
closing and the situation at
the border. Jobs have also
been lost as a result of reduced
fracking, which creates a big
problem for Americans in the
future. Now our president
wants to spend more money
on other countries instead.
The U.S. has always been seen
as the hero country that needs
to help others in need. While
this is true to an extent, I
believe that the American
government should look out

Samuel Mora
Opinion Editor
for the American citizen first
before trying to solve the
problems of other countries.
Also, it’s important to note
that our relationship with Central America isn’t the best at
the moment since so many
undocumented_immigrants
are crossing the border. The
problem_of_undocumented
immigrants_leaving_their
countries is not a problem that
can simply be solved by giving
money to those countries. I
see it as weak and non-caring
to try and solve this situation
with money.
Many_of_the_problems_in
Central_American_countries
are the corruption their government faces. Giving $4 billion to those governments will
not result in their corruption
disappearing, and it is hard to
see how the regular citizens of
those countries would benefit.
Looking at this problem, I can
say that it’s definitely something each individual country
in Central America needs to
solve. It’s not always the job of
the U.S. to resolve other countries’ problems.
Giving Central America $4
billion_in_aid_to_Honduras,
El_Salvador_and_Guatemala
seems like a bit much. I personally just don’t see why the
U.S._needs_to_get_involved
financially_since_there_are
plenty of problems the country has to solve within its own
borders.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

President Biden is working
with Congress to pass a bill
called “The U.S. Citizenship Act
of 2021.” There are many great
things in the bill that would
help the southern border crisis because there are several
much-needed reforms. However, there has been controversy in passing the bill because
of a plan to give Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador $4
billion in a four-year-interagency plan. Many opponents
claim that it would be a waste
of money, and it is not the duty
of the United States to help
other countries. I would argue
that such a plan is needed and
the benefits go both ways.
First of all, one must
acknowledge the purpose of
such a plan: to solve the root
causes of migration. While
immigration in the U.S. helps
the economy, it would be
ignorant to claim that undocumented immigrants do not
overburden the system. President Trump tried to approach
this problem by making it
harder to cross the southern
border. The problem with such
an approach is that there will
still be people at the border
trying to get across and this
results in a border crisis. This
different approach attempts to
solve the causes of migration
in an ethical way.
There are plenty of reasons
why people migrate. But, in
Central American countries,
the reason is mostly for safety.
The situation in those countries, especially those this
bill addresses, does not give

their citizens the safety and
prosperity they seek. Therefore, they migrate to the
U.S. in hopes of a better life.
Again, this poses a problem
because too many immigrants
could have negative effects on
the economy.
Therefore, investing in those
countries is a reasonable solution because it would result in
those countries being able to
give their citizens the safety
they desire and there would
be a decline in the need to
migrate. Both sides would
benefit from this.
Now, people argue several
things against such a proposal.
One of those arguments is that
it is not the responsibility of the
U.S. to help other countries. The
government’s priority should
be Americans first. I am not
against governments prioritizing their citizens, but one must
keep in mind that the problem of Central American countries will eventually become an
American problem when people
try to cross the border.
Another argument is that it
is a waste of money that the
government does not have.
While I do agree that the government should keep a balanced budget, the $4 billion
should be seen as an investment that will pay off in the
future as less money would be
spent in border security and
in helping refugees. For these
reasons, I think the $4 billion
plan in the U.S. Citizenship Act
of 2021 will be helpful for both
sides of the deal.

RELIGION
Isn’t it Obvious? Finding the answer to your challenging questions
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
“Do you want to be made
whole?” Jesus asked the cripple on the rugged mat.
For 38 years, the man had
waited at the pool of Bethesda
in the vain hope that he could
be healed when the water
stirred. Imagine the thoughts
that raced through his head.
It must have been along the
lines of: For 38 years, I’ve
waited, crawled, pleaded and
begged. I’ve been here in the
rain, the heat, the cold and the
wind. Why is this man asking
the obvious?

Do you want to be
made whole? Stop trying on your own. Look
past the obvious and
into the compassionate face of Jesus. Lean
on Him. Trust in Him.
Follow Him beyond the
obvious.
The cripple didn’t directly
answer the question, but in
John 5:7, we can hear him stating his unmistakable reality.
“Sir, I have no one to put me
into the pool when the water
is stirred up, and while I am
going another steps down
before me” ( John 15:7 ESV).
In other words, the cripple was saying he couldn’t
be made whole because he
couldn’t do it on his own and
no one was helping him.
The man focused on what
he didn’t have: friends, ability and support. But by doing
so, he neglected the fact that
Jesus was right beside him!

The One who breathed stars
into being, got His hands dirty
in the mud to form humankind
and breathed the breath of life
was standing with compassion
next to the man.
Somehow this sounds eerily
familiar in my life. How often
have I focused on what I
lacked? Or have pointed out
the barriers to God when He
asks His seemingly obvious
questions? How many times
have I struggled to be enough
by my inadequate strength?
How often have I been frustrated by the people around
me that have neglected me on
my spiritual journey when all
the time Jesus has been right
next to me? How often have I
cried out to God to make me
whole and then crawled back
to my rugged mat?
Thankfully, the story doesn’t
end there. Jesus speaks, “Get
up, take up your bed and follow me” ( John 5:8).
Jesus didn’t guarantee a
miracle. He just gave the command to walk. As the man
trusted, the unused muscles
suddenly became strong and a
miracle began.
So here’s the secret: Do you
want to be made whole? Stop
trying on your own. Look past
the obvious and into the compassionate face of Jesus. Lean
on Him. Trust in Him. Follow
Him beyond the obvious.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE
Completely underrated blessings on Southern’s campus
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Wherever we end up in life,
there is always something we
might want to complain about.
If we’re at work, we might find
things like uncomfortable uniforms or lazy coworkers annoying. If we go home for break,
it may be overbearing parents
or missing our friends back
at school. Here at Southern …
well, I’m sure we all have our
own lists of complaints and
things we would like to change
about our experience. That
being said, it is easy to focus on
the negatives instead of paying
attention to what is actually
great about where we are.
I asked students at Southern what things on campus
are underrated. Here’s what
they said.

“The art department. I love the creativity and inspiration on
campus. All the artwork in the halls. And the space they give
us to work on our art and become a community and always
encouraging one another.”

“Having Saturdays as an actual break.”
Me, Elise Deschamps, Public Relations, Junior

Diana Alarcon, Fine Arts, Sophomore
Go take a walk around the second floor of Brock Hall. If you didn’t
know already, a lot of the visual arts students’ work is hung up all
around the walls. It’s super cool to see all of the projects that some
of your friends have been working on! Not to mention the actual art
gallery itself, which has several different installations throughout the
school year.

“Roundtable! It’s one of the best networking opportunities on campus
for students in the visual arts and communication departments. There’s
so much opportunity to learn, ask questions and form authentic
relationships.”

“The professors! Some of them care so
much and are amazing!”
Audrey Umali, Business Administration,
Sophomore

Nicole Sabot, Film, Junior

I will absolutely stand behind this one.
The teachers I had so far all have had
genuine interest in my success and
well being. It’s super refreshing and
encouraging.

“Avocados at the VM being on meal plan.”

THIS IS A HIDDEN GEM.

Sadly, we didn’t have it this school year due to COVID-19. However, if you
ever have the opportunity to go to Roundtable events whenever they happen again, I highly recommend going. Roundtable kept me from dropping
out of school, to be honest.

“PASTA DAY. Fried Ravioli.”

Lexi Dornburg, Nursing, Sophomore

Lily Hamstra, Graphic Design & Public Relations, Sophomore
Wednesdays at the cafeteria, in case you didn’t know.

“Free counseling!!!”
Christina Coston, Communication Studies and
International Studies, Senior

Having an entire campus not expecting you to
do homework or study for an entire 24 hours?
Completely underrated. Looking forward to
a day of genuine rest motivates me to grind
during the week. Being at a school where the
majority of people are on the same page in
regards to the importance of that true rest is

“Hiking opportunities nearby. Besides
the bio trails, there are tons of beautiful
waterfalls and fun hikes all within an hour’s
drive of campus. “
Patrick Mcgraw, English, Junior

“Having the greenway so close! It’s so relaxing to walk and pretty (pre-construction that
is lol). Also, frozen fruit cups at the Kayak. I feel like no one knows that you can ask for
this and it’s so yummy.”
Taylor Dean, Public Relations, Junior

THIS ONE TOO. My counselor at Southern has been
life-changing for me. Truly.

Illustrations by Nickolas Nieves

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Jacob Van Beukering

Katelynn Robertson

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann
I am most definitely Gen z but tik tok is convincing me I give off strong
millennial vibes

Maddy Thomas @maddythomas99
I still don’t know how they made the Parent Trap…

Sydney Litchfield @sydneynid
Guys I just checked on my club penguin and my puffles RAN AWAY

jakevanb_ SuperCuts sucks but the boys told
me to post #SAUlife

Sarah Kilroy

katelynn._rob Kalopsia #SAUlife

Krista Griffith

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra
students at an adventist school get one drop of rap and go ballistic

Rence Arroyo @notrence
The concept of being able to parallel park is simply a lie made up by the
government

sarah.eilis perspective #SAUlife

Congratulations @imagine4asec
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

María José Morán

asi.es.la.krista spRiNg bReaK #SAUlife

Sarah Hagan

Kevin is hungry and looking to grab
some food for dinner. Find him in
this issue to recieve a

$10 Chick-fil-a
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
majomoranh i have no plans, please stop
asking. #SAUlife

sarahmariehagan get in loser! we’re going
shopping #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Today 31
36-66

Senior Exit Exam
5:00 p.m. – Badminton/Tennis Singles
Captain’s Meeting
7:30 p.m. – Taboo Week-Residence Hall
Week of Questions

Friday 2
30-54

Senior Exit Exam
6:30 & 8:00 PM – Vespers – Concert:
Aren Bruce, Tent/Online
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Night of
Worship, Tent/Online
8:03 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow

Sunday 4
45-72

Easter
10:00 a.m. – SOAP Ocoee Rafting Trip
11:00 a.m. – Cave Open, Student Park
2:30-3:30p – Adventure books & cameras,
Outside Bietz Center

Check out our new website!

Thursday 1
Senior Exit Exam
28-50
Last day to drop a class, “W” on transcript
11:00 a.m. – Critical Conversations: How
the Model Minority Myth Hurts us All,
Online
7:30 p.m. – Taboo Week-Residence Hall
Week of Questions

Saturday

3

9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & 37-64
YouTube & Elementary School Gymnasium
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:00 a.m. – SOAP Outdoor Church: Rafting
Hiwassee
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
7:30p – Evensong: School of Music Hymn Fest,
Online
8:03 p.m. – Sunset
9:30p – Concert: Jordy Searcy, Goliath Wall

Monday 5

Tuesday 6
54-74

Online F21 Registration for Returning Seniors
> 93 Hours
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success
12:00 p.m. – Tornado Siren Test

www.southern-accent.org

Online F21 Registration for
50-73
Southern Scholars
Online Registration for S21, S21S1,
S21S2 begins
Badminton/Tennis Singles Begins
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore Success
7:30 p.m. – Percussion Ensemble Concert

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|31

Alexandra Leonor

Monday |5

Allison Carbaugh

Joshua Perez

Andrew Harris

Nick Viar

Colin Glenn

Hannah Reimche-Vu

Sydney Whitmill

Michelle Hebard

Kara Arnold

Jillian Roberts

Saturday |3

Larnell Samuel

Kevin Bartolome

Andrew Pakkianathan

Robert Verduzco

Sydney DaSilva

Madi Sewell

Thursday |1

Joey Naibaho

Erin Van Zyl

Amanda Ballew

Ashley Stone

Tuesday |6

Delaney Malin

Kevin Zapata

Friday |2

Sunday |4

Patrick Marx

Keshia Daniels
Keanne Fisher

Somer Batten

Austin Bates

Liamara Garcia-Ciprian

Emily Canfield

Sweetie Flores

Michael Villalobos

Luke Cotton

Joel Guerra

Evana Vivas

Jennifer Fancher

Ethan Jiao

Hannah Hayton

Gabrielle Macri

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN OUTDOOR
EDUCATION

Kids learn better outdoors
Research shows it. You know it from experience.
Now, get the degree that lets you do it better.
Southern advantages
Designed for classroom teachers and outdoor
professionals right here in Chattanooga at Southern
Adventist University. An entire MSEd in three
semesters (choose a summer
or winter/fall sequence). Also available: professional
recertiﬁcation credit in math, language arts, science,
and social studies using the outdoors as a learning
laboratory.
Winter and Summer cohorts available!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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#StopAsianHate: Sport leagues,
players speak against ongoing
hate crimes

Are you racially insensitive?

'I am a disciple of Christ':
Founding your faith on the rock

Amancia Carandang Follante:

April 7, 2021
Collegedale, Tennessee

Fixing your presumptions

Everyone’s lola, “Yoya”

Southern Accent
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The student voice since 1926

Southern to organize two vaccine events Asian Night
on campus before the end of the semester Preview:

Everything
you need to
know

Xavier Quiles
Lead Reporter
On April 17, Asian Club will
host the last major cultural celebration of the school year —
Asian Night. There will be two
shows at the Goliath Wall. The
first will start at 9 p.m., and the
second at 10:30 p.m.

Illustration by Nick Nieves.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
On March 28, Southern students received an email informing them that there were extra
Johnson_&_Johnson_COVID-19
vaccines available at a community vaccination event hosted
by_the_Collegedale_Church_of
Seventh-day_Adventists,_and
they could be vaccinated if they
came to the church immediately.
About 30 minutes later, students
received a second email informing them that all the extra vaccines had been spoken for by
those waiting in line.
According to nursing professor Jill Buchholz, who was
also the event organizer, the
vaccine site was “inundated”
with students. Buchholz said
she is working with the School
of Nursing, administration and
the_Hamilton_County_Health

Department to organize two
more vaccine events on Southern’s campus this month.
“The hardest thing I had to
do was send those students
away,” Buchholz said. “So, we
want to be able to give them
an opportunity where they’re
not fighting with the community to get vaccines.”
According to Buchholz, the
vaccine_event_on_March_28
was for the local community.
From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., only
people_who_had_signed_up
for an appointment through
the Hamilton County Health
Department received a vaccine. But at 3 p.m., Buchholz
and her team calculated that
many people never showed
up_for_their_appointments.
They had close to 130 extra

The hardest
thing I had to do
was send those
students away. So,
we want to be able
to give them an
opportunity where
they’re not fighting
with the community
to get vaccines.
vaccines, so Buchholz worked
with Marketing and University
Relations to send the email
informing students about the
o p p o r t u n i t y. _B u c h h o l z _a n d
her team were able to administer_all_the_extra_vaccines.
However, she said not all the
extra vaccines were given to
students because some South-

ern faculty, Southern staff and
c o m m u n i t y _m e m b e r s _a l s o
came after 3 p.m.
Buchholz said future vaccine
events will require people to
sign up for appointments. But
if extra vaccines become available, Southern will send an
email to students like the one
sent on March 28.
According to Buchholz, one
of the vaccine events will be
completely set up through
Southern for Southern students, faculty, staff and all
their spouses. The second
vaccine event will be for the
community, but students can
still sign up for it through
the Hamilton County Health
Department. Buchholz hopes
to organize another on-camSee VACCINE on page 3

Our
performances
will be topnotch this year.
A few countries
have only been
practicing for a
month, but I’m
really proud of
where everyone
is right now. It's
super exciting.
Charles_Dugaduga,_sophomore nursing major, is the vice
president for Asian Club and the
director of Asian Night.
“There’s_no_particular_theme
this year; we decided to change
things_up,”_Dugaduga_said.
“We’re straying away from the
traditional Asian Night or even
all_the_cultural_nights_where
there’s_usually_an_underlying
theme, like a storyline or skit.”
Dugaduga_explained_that
because_of_COVID-19,_things
had_to_be_different_this_time
See BCU NIGHT on page 2

Graduation stole project brings
Southern hires first
director of Adult Degree cultural vibrancy to graduating seniors
Completion program
Frank Canizares
Staff Writer
Raising two daughters as a
single mother was tough for
Cynthia_Wright._She_worked
two jobs to ensure her children
received an Adventist education, believing it would help
preserve their faith. But it also
meant_postponing_Wright’s
dream_to_obtain_a_college
degree of her own.
That changed after Wright’s
daughters graduated from high
school, presenting an opportunity for her to go back to school.
Her older daughter went to college first, earned a bachelor's
degree, and then took a break.
Wright eventually caught up to
her daughter academically, completing_her_associate’s,_bachelor’s and master’s degrees as an
adult. Wright and her daughter
eventually graduated together.
“We both graduated summa
cum laude with a 4.0 GPA —

something I am very proud of,”
Wright said.
Now, Wright is the recently-hired first director of Southern’s Adult Degree Completion
Program, a new initiative aimed
at adults 25 and older who
were once in college but never
completed the requirements to
graduate. Having experienced
the challenges of adult education firsthand, Wright believes
s he _ b ri ng s _ t he _ k nowledge
gained _ to _ her _ new _ position,
which she began on March 29.
“One thing that I do feel I can
contribute [to this program] is
that I can relate to adult students because I went back to
school later in life in my 40s,”
Wright said.
Prior to coming to Southern,
Wright worked at the University of Florida in Gainesville in
the area of cardiology research.

See WRIGHT on page 3

Monday, April 5, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

To celebrate the cultural differences on campus, Stephanie Guster, senior advisor for diversity at Southern,
has been working on a project to create ethnically diverse stole designs that can be worn during graduation.
From left to right, these stoles represent Asian Club, BCU, OIC and LAC.

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
In 2019, Southern announced
there was no ethnic majority on
campus. And two_local_newspapers,_The_Chattanooga_Times
Free Press and The Chattanoogan, _ published _ articles _ highlighting _ the _ diversity _ of _ the

school. Southern ranked first in
racial diversity among universities in the South, and on Niche,
currently ranks 193rd in ethnic
diversity among all American
universities.
Stephanie_Guster,_senior

advisor for diversity at Southern, has been working on a
project_to_create_ethnically
diverse_stole_designs._Graduation_stoles, worn over the
robes at graduation, are typSee STOLES on page 2

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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Gym-Masters overcome
challenges, prepare for
Saturday Home Show

ASIAN NIGHT
continued from page 1

around, with smaller performance groups for each country.
“ We_had_to_cut_down_on
participation because we just
wanted to avoid being a problem_with_COVID,”_Dugaduga
said. “We_didn’t want people
getting_quarantined_in_gen-

eral,_because _when_someone
catches it, the whole team goes
into quarantine. So, each performance will be in groups of
five for each country.”
Asian Night was planned over
the past two months, but Dugaduga_said_this_will_not impact
the quality of the cultural night.
“Our _ performances _ will _ be

top-notch this year,” Dugaduga
said. “A few countries have only
been _practicing _for _a _month,
but I’m really proud of where
everyone is right now. It's super
exciting._We_have_really_good
choreographers; we have a lot
of dancers. It’s a good thing to
watch out for.”

STOLES

continued from page 1

Wednesday March 31, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Kedrick Larson bases a move called the “Crazy Stack” as the Gym-Masters run through a routine for the upcoming home show. Gym-Masters
will host their annual Home Show this coming Saturday Night.

Jasmine Miller
Contributor
COVID-19 has been a struggle_for_many,_including_the
Gym-Masters_team_here_at_
Southern._Last_semester,_a
member tested positive, and
the entire team was put into
quarantine for two weeks.
This_semester, _ the _ team
has been able to continue
d e s p i t e _t h e _d i f f i c u l t i e s _
and_has_implemented new
precautions to try to keep
everyone healthy and safe.
In the beginning of the Fall
2020_semester,_Gym-Masters members were given
a _ waiver _ that _ states _ the
potential risks of Gym-Masters,_according to Gym-Masters_coach_Richard Schwarz.
Since the beginning of the
a c a d e m i c _ y e a r, _ S c h w a r z
said _ three _ team _ members
have tested positive for the
coronavirus. _To _his _knowledge, _ all _ three _ members
contracted the virus off-campus. To further prevent the
spread, _ Schwarz _ said _ the
team works in small groups
of the same five to six people and records all practices.
He said he is pleased to see
how the team has “protected
each other by calling [him]
when they did not feel well
and [missing] practice for
the safety of others.”
According _to _sophomore
theology _ major _ and _ second year Gym-Master Kedrick _ Larson, _ before _ practice,_Gym-Masters_must
go through wristband and
temperature _ checks _ separate from the daily checks
required on campus. After
practice,_Larson_said_the
team vacuums, wipes down
surfaces and sprays equip-

ment_with_electrostatic
s p ra y e r s . _I n _a d d i t i o n _t o
t h e _c l e a n i n g , _G y m - M a s ters must wash their custom-made masks that are
u s e d _o n l y _f o r _p ra c t i c e ,
according to Larson.
An event that is in the planning process is the annual
Home Show, which will look
different from past ones.
Schwarz has set the date for
April 10 and has limited the
Home Show to only Southern students. He said he will
provide “noise makers” so
people can make noise while
not yelling or screaming,
and
_
will require people to keep
six feet of social distance.
Schwarz _ said _ the _ team
will _be _sharing _a _storyline
about_“Gymmasticitis,”_and
the show will be filled with
“humor, excitement and contemplation.”
As they continue to plan for
the big event, Gym-Masters
members are also aware of
the fact that there will be complications due to COVID-19.
Cameron Hodges, a captain on the team and fourth
year Gym-Master, said Home
Show “could be complicated
… if Gym-Masters in certain
routines are quarantined.”
Despite the circumstances,
Larson _ said _ the _ team _ has
relied on each other.
“Gym-Masters is like a family,” Larson said. “We can lean
on each other. And having
worship before practice helps
us get closer to God, too.”
Larson_said_he_is_also
excited _ to _ perform _ in _ the
Home Show “and to showcase the skills that God has
provided us.”

ically plain, without much or
any decoration.
“President_Smith_requested
that_I_work_on this as Senior
Advisor_for_Diversity,”_Guster
said. “Students benefit from the
support of cultural club membership,_celebrations,_understanding their identity, belonging and social connectedness.”
The Diversity Committee on
campus has two main focuses:
to_promote_understanding
of _ cultural _ differences; _ and
to_promote_the_celebration
of diversity for all ethnic and
underrepresented groups.
Guster said the project was
heavily inspired by Revelation
7:9-10, which reminds her of
how diverse God’s creation
is; yet, we all come into unity
under Him.
The_designs_that_were
approved by Academic Administration_were_developed_in
collaboration with club presidents,_according_to_Guster.
The stoles themselves will be

The stoles
being based on
our cultural clubs
represent so
much more than
the garment.
They represent
the fabric of
what makes
us a diverse
community and
family.
made available to members
of the various ethnic clubs on
campus. Club membership is
required to purchase the stole,
as the funds will help support
the clubs remaining active.
“The_stoles_being_based
on_our_cultural_clubs_represent so much more than the
garment,” Guster said. “They
represent the fabric of what
makes us a diverse community and family. They represent

the student leaders who serve,
who advocate, who plan ways
to showcase the ways God
made us different, while at the
same time expressing gratitude for the love that unifies
us. I believe they represent the
divine tapestry that God himself created.”
Students_interested_in purchasing_a_graduation_stole
should contact their cultural
club_president,_and_if_they
have not yet joined a_club,
they are highly encouraged to
do so. Currently, the price of
the stoles is estimated to be
around $65.
“I also hope to inspire cultural club leadership,” Guster
said. “It’s more than a stole.
It represents all of the hours
cultural_club_leaders/members put in. ... They represent
the rainbow that will be at the
graduation of the redeemed.”

Corrections and Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To
report_mistakes,_email_us_at_accent@southern.edu_or_reach_us_
through_our_social_media accounts.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions.
However, the views expressed
do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the Accent, Southern
Adventist University, or the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Monday. April 5, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

The cultural club representatives (Top, L-R: María José Morán, Georges Ambroise. Bottom, L-R: Erin
Yoon, Soko Paongo) show off the new cultural stoles that can be worn during graduation.
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NEWS
Student workers
eligible for salary
compensation to
make up for time in
quarantine
María José Morán
Lead Reporter

Tuesday, March 30, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Cynthia Wright is a new addition to the Southern faculty as she fills the position of Director of Adult Completion and is in charge of enrollment numbers.

WRIGHT

continued from page 1
She is also a professor and has
taught anatomy, physiology and
medical terminology. In her most
recent position, she taught parttime in the pharmacy technician
program at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
According_to_Wright,_the
Adult Completion Program will
provide_a_variety_of_options,
including_night, _ hybrid _ and
online classes.
“A lot of students that I'll be
recruiting for this program will
be _ students _ that _ came _ back
to _school _later,” _Wright _said.
“They have other responsibilities; they need to go to school
in the evenings or at night. I
went through that as a student
because I was a_single parent
raising two daughters.”
The_program_will_open_in
phases, according to Dean for
Graduate and Professional Studies Tyson Hall. The first phase in
the Fall 2021 semester will focus
on former students. The second
phase will begin in the Winter
2022 semester for the Bachelor
of Science in Business Management_program._The_Graduate
and Professional Studies office
is currently working on the third
phase to add additional academic
programs formatted for adult
degree_completion_students in
the semesters that follow.
The _ Graduate _ and _ Professional_Studies_office_has_contracted with a higher education

marketing firm that has experience in marketing graduate and
adult degree programs.
“We are working with them
to _ identify _ our _ messaging,
develop a website for the program and create targeted digital marketing campaigns,” Hall
said. _ “With _ Cynthia’s _ arrival
on campus, we are hoping to
begin _ personal _ recruitment
efforts in the near future.”

Our goal is to
introduce not
only Southern to
the community —
because a lot of
people don't know
who we are or
what we stand for
as an Adventist
university — but
also to introduce
them to Jesus
Christ as they are
interested in this
program.
The program will consist of a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
a Bachelor of Arts in Journalism
and Communication, a Bachelor
of Science in Business Administration,_and the Bachelor of
Integrated Studies, an interdisciplinary bachelor's degree that
allows students to design and

customize a specific course of
study to best suit their educational and professional objectives. Wright wants the curriculum to be community-based.
“Our goal is to introduce not
only Southern to the community — because a lot of people
don't know who we are or what
we stand for as an Adventist
university — but also to introduce them to Jesus Christ as
they are interested in this program,” Wright said.
Rachel Williams-Smith, an
advisor and sponsor for the program, said the cost for tuition
is a 40% reduction of the traditional tuition cost, as reported
in a previous Accent article. She
said some courses could be
eight weeks long depending on
the major.
Hall said the Graduate and Professional Studies office is excited
to welcome Wright to Southern
as the first Director of the Adult
Degree Completion Program.
“Her teaching experience with
adult learners, love for helping
students better themselves, and
her passion for sharing Jesus in
everyday settings will serve her
well in this position,” Hall said.
Wright said she is also excited
for her new job.
“I'm excited to be here, and I
look forward to getting this program off the ground,” she said.

Student workers who have
been financially affected by
being quarantined during the
2020-2021 school year are currently able to apply for financial assistance.
In an email sent on March
26, _Associate _Vice _President
for Human Resources Brenda
Flores-Lopez explained to the
student body that if they were
“not able to attend work at
Southern as a result of having
to go into quarantine or isolation,” they are able to apply to
for a unique relief fund, which
compensates for the money
lost as a result of quarantine
or isolation.
“Since March 2020 the federal government has granted
three rounds of federal stimu l u s _ m o n e y, ” _ s a i d _ S e n i o r
Vice-President _ for _ Financial
Administration Tom Verrill.
According _to _Verrill, _Southern has received an estimated
amount of $13 million which
has been_allocated to different areas. Of the total money
received, $4.5 million has been
allocated towards extra COVID19 expenses, which administration has decided to use to
assist_student workers who
have been directly affected by
quarantine or isolation.
According to Jason Merryman, vice president for Enrollment Management, the idea
to assist these student workers “originated from a student
question/suggestion _ during
a student town hall session at
the beginning of the semester.”
After administration explored
the idea, they decided to implement _ the _ fund _ for _ student
workers because most students
“depend_on_their_earnings_to
help _pay _for _school _and _personal expenses.”
The application, which_has

a deadline ending on April 16,
requires the student to get a
confirmation via email from
his or her supervisor confirming that work was missed.
“I feel as though it is a great
idea because it’s not like I intentionally went out looking_for_
COVID,”_said_Arielle Belgrave,
an elementary education major
who was in both quarantine and
isolation. “I was having a [normal] day and taking my precautions, but life happens.”

to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.
“COVID_has_become_very
serious, and I would like to
p ro t e c t _m y s e l f _a n d _o t h e r s
from it,” said senior theology
major Sylvester Smith.
S e n i o r _r e l i g i o u s _s t u d i e s
major Jefferd Daniel said he
wants to get the vaccine to
help achieve herd immunity.

“I_think_for_me,_it ’s_more
about helping us come back
to normal society,” Daniel said.
“As we all get vaccines, hopefully less and less COVID cases
will arise, and eventually, we
can come back to life preCOVID.”

The application,
which has a
deadline ending
on April 16,
requires the
student to get a
confirmation via
email from their
supervisor in
order to confirm
that work was
missed.
Belgrave, who held three
jobs on campus at the time she
went into quarantine, missed
nine days of work as a result of
being exposed to the coronavirus and ultimately contracted
the virus. As a result, she lost
an _ estimate _ of _ $200, _ which
she’s _hoping _to _compensate
for by applying to the student
worker relief fund.
“I am glad Southern understands that we live in a pandemic and still knows I work
paycheck to paycheck, and I
still need that money that I
didn’t get,” Belgrave said.

VACCINE

continued from page 1
pus vaccine event in May, but
the details of that event are
still undetermined.
“My dream is to get 3,000
vaccines out by the end of the
school year,” Buchholz said.
Buchholz said signups for each
event will be made on a firstcome,_first-served_basis,_and
students should carefully watch
their emails for more information_about_dates_and_vaccine
supply. She also said both medical and nonmedical students
can sign up to volunteer at the
vaccine events at southern.edu/
serve. If extra vaccines become
available,_volunteers_automatically become first in line to
receive them.
Junior nursing major Sierra
Anderson volunteered as both
a_traffic_conductor_and_vaccine administrator at the vaccine event on March 28 and
received_a_vaccine_herself.
Anderson said she got chills,
a headache, muscle and joint
pain, and tiredness about nine
hours after being vaccinated.
She had these symptoms for
about 18 hours, but she was
still very glad to be vaccinated.
“A f t e r _r e s e a r c h i n g _f o r _a
few months, I decided that I
wanted_the_Johnson_&_Johnson version,” Anderson said. “I
am happy I got this one. While
there were side effects, side
effects are a sign of your body
accurately reacting to the virus
DNA that was inserted into
your tissue.”

Anderson_believes_it_is
important that people educate
themselves on what is scientifically proven about the COVID19 vaccines.
“ Whether_you_are_pro_or
anti-vaccine,_it_is_not_good
enough_to_simply take another
person’s_word_and_make_a
choice off of it,” Anderson said.
“Really study what you believe.”
Communication_Professor
Lorraine Ball also received a
vaccine at the vaccine event
on March 28. She said she felt
achy_and_chilly_the_evening
after_being_vaccinated,_and
she had a terrible headache
that lasted about 24 hours.
However, she described these
symptoms as “textbook.”
“I was comforted with the
idea that this was not unusual,
and I shouldn’t be alarmed,”
Ball said.
Ball_chose_to_get_the_vaccine because some of her students had gotten COVID-19,
and she felt it was important
to arm herself with another
layer of protection.
Some students are not planning
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.
“I’m_not_an_anti-vaxxer_or
a_conspiracy_theorist,”_said
senior English education major
Will Reed. “The fact is, no one,
including the CDC, knows the
potential long-term effects of
this vaccine, so I’m waiting it
out while protecting myself in
other ways.”
F re s h m a n _c o m p u t e r _s c i ence major Esther Peden said

she cannot take the vaccine
because she has a known
allergy to doxycycline and carries other unknown allergies
to certain chemicals.
“For safety reasons, I have to
wait about two years before I
get a new vaccine so that it can
be fully tested,” Peden said.
Other students are planning

Sunday, March 28, 2021. (Photo courtesy of Kerry Allen)

Vaccines were administered by volunteers at the Collegedale Church of Seventh-day Adventists.
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origami art::

Professor takes paperwork to a new level

Wednesday March 31, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Robert Ordonez is a computer science professor at Southern Adventist University and has been teaching for eight years. Ordonez is also known for his work in origami. Although
always having an interest in origami, it really sparked once his son reached an appropriate age to where they could bond over it. In this picture are a few examples of Ordonez’s
origami pieces. Some of the pieces are stable and do not move (center, back left), while others can move and be played with (right, front left).

Wednesday March 31, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Ordonez teaches his computer science class on coding and programming. He was first introduced
to coding in fifth grade when a computer science major began offering coding lessons. “[Coding]
hooked me from really early on, this idea of that there’s organization and out of that organization there’s creativity,” Ordonez said.

Wednesday March 31, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Ordonez pulls folded pieces of origami paper out of their case. Occasionally at
church children will come up to Ordonez and ask him for action origami, which
he then folds for them. This form of origami is designed to move and do some
type of action such as a bird flapping or a frog jumping.

Wednesday March 31, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Ordonez holds a piece of origami that he built. Ordonez constructs modular origami, which is origami built from more than one piece of paper. He has built pieces
that have 12, 16 and even 96 pieces of paper.

Wednesday March 31, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Ordonez demonstrates how one of the origami pieces will explode when hit. This specific model is called “Butterflies,” because it breaks apart into 12 pieces that resemble butterflies. “It’s kind of different [Butterflies],” Ordonez said. “The others are intended to stay together, but this one I tend to use as an object lesson. Sometimes we look like we’re all put
together and yet something comes along and I’m really close to falling apart. I have to remind myself to be a little extra kind to those around me because they just might barely be
holding it together and you don’t know that.”
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Little Debbie Park coming to Collegedale
Alana Crosby
Staff Writer
The McKee family of McKee
Foods Corporation is donating a parcel of land to the City
of Collegedale for a park that
is scheduled to be completed
in the summer of 2022. _Construction of Little Debbie Park,
to be located behind the Collegedale Commons, will tentatively start this summer.
According to Mike Gloekler,
corporate_communications
and_public_relations_manager
for McKee Foods Corporation,
the McKee family is working on
plans for the park along with
the_City_of_Collegedale_and
Barge Design Solutions.
The park will be on 10
acres located behind the Col-

legedale_Commons_on_the
north side, bordered by Swinyar Drive on the west, Leyland
Drive on the south and the
Collegedale Greenway to the
east, according to Gloekler.
According to Bridgett Raper,
communications_strategist for
the_small_cities_coalition_of
Hamilton County, building the
park will cost the City of Collegedale nothing.
“The McKee family purchased
the plot of land from Southern
Adventist University with the
sole purpose of donating the
parcel to the City of Collegedale,
specifically for use as a park,”
Gloekler said. “The McKee family are all outdoor enthusiasts

who_believe_finding_ways_to
get_out_into_nature_nurtures
the whole person and brings
friends and family together.”
Some anticipated park features are: one large pavilion
with restrooms, five small pavilions,_16_swings,_11_benches,
more_playground_equipment,
block seating, two bicycle racks,
10_picnic_tables,_83_standard
parking spaces and four Americans with Disabilities Act compatible parking spaces and a
bridge over the creek.
A few playground highlights
include a sensory wave seat,
rock pool climber, wrinkle wall
sidewinder,_flower_talk_tube,
sensory dome, zipline and play-

core musical instruments. Also
featured in the plans for the
playground_are_Little_Debbie
snack-shaped_play_sculptures.
Branded items such as these
will be maintained by the McKee
Foods Corporation.
According to the Little Debbie Park website, the vision for
the park is to be a “relaxed and
natural area focused on people
rather than things.”
The City of Collegedale has
released this statement:
“We are very excited about the
Little Debbie Park at the Commons._A very generous donor
has agreed to construct and give
a large park that includes over
400 trees,_over_5,000_shrubs,

BACK-IN PARKING (89 SPACES)

PAVILION WITH RESTROOMS

ENGINEERED WOOD FIBER
PLAYGROUND AREAS

open space, greenway connections to and through the park,
a large pavilion with restrooms,
several small pavilions, covered
swings and a playground.”
“Any time we can preserve
g re e n _s p a c e s , _t h e re _i s _a n
immediate benefit to the community,”_said_Gloekler._“The
park will feature a large playground with accessible play for
all ages and large grassy areas
for impromptu pickup games
— football, Frisbee, kickball —
and picnics.”
Raper_encourages_locals_of
Collegedale_to_attend_commission meetings to show support
for the donation of the park.

ORCHARD PLANTING

POURED-IN-PLACE
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Illustration courtesy of Mike Gloekler
Bird’s-eye view of planned Little Debbie Park to be located behind the Collegedale Commons.

SPORTS
#StopAsianHate: Sport leagues, players speak against ongoing hate crimes
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
There has been a rise in hate
crimes against the Asian and
Pacific_Islander_community,
largely due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Earlier this year we
saw a mass shooting in Atlanta
in which the majority of victims were Asian women.
In another incident, a 75-yearold Asian woman was also the
victim of a recent hate crime.
The spark in anti-Asian sentiment has prompted everyone
to stand up for something,
including sports leagues.
In late February, the NFL
posted_a_statement_saying,
“The rising acts of verbal and
physical violence against the
Asian_American_and_Pacific
Islander_(AAPI)_community
is abhorrent, disgusting and
must cease as we are all a part
of the same human family. We
at the NFL stand in solidarity
with AAPI community and are
against all types of racism and
intolerance #StopAsianHate.”

Shortly thereafter, the MLB
followed suit.
“Across_the_country,_there
has been an alarming increase
in_hate_crimes_directed_at
Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders. These acts — based
on racist ideologies, xenophobia and ignorance — have no
place in our society or our
communities. It is our shared
responsibility to root out insidious hate with empathy and
understanding. We condemn
these targeted acts of violence
and commit to taking action
as we stand in solidarity with
the Asian American and Pacific
Islander community.”
Following the Atlanta shooting, the NBA made their statement, too.
“Last night’s tragic events in
Atlanta are part of a disturbing
rise in violence and discrimination towards Asian Americans.
Today and every day, we stand
with the Asian community and

condemn all acts of hate and
racism. #StopAsianHate.”
Many teams followed and
made their own individual
statements, as well.
This isn’t a new phenomenon. Recently, sports teams
and leagues have been quick
to take a stand on social justice issues. Releasing statements about current events
has become a part of being a
team or league. The injustices
we have seen have seeped
through and made their way
into sports. In this example,
anti-Asian hate is at the forefront of the sports world.
Olympic gold medalist snowboarder Chloe_Kim,_an Asian
American, recently opened up
about these events. According
to_Yahoo_sports,_Kim_posted
screenshots of her direct messages with expletives and
anti-Asian remarks. She added
that she’s been seeing these
types of messages for the last

seven years. She said she also
received messages, primarily
from white people, condemning her for being silent — but
they had no idea what she’s
been experiencing.
In the NBA, perhaps the most
notable Asian American basketball player (Yao Ming is the
only challenger) Jeremy Lin,
reported experiencing racism
on the basketball court. Lin has
been very outspoken on these
issues_and_recently_posted on
Twitter describing that he had
been called “coronavirus” on the
court by an opponent. According to Yahoo Sports, Lin, who
plays in the G League for the
Golden State Warriors affiliate,
refused to name the player, but
pleaded with fans and followers
for help. The NBA launched an
internal investigation and was
able to identify the player and is
moving forward with handling
the issue with Lin’s support,
according to Shams Charania.

In a bit of good news on the
subject,_Los_Angeles_Rams
safety_Taylor_Rapp_is_launching_an_NFT,_or_non-fungible
token,_and_is_donating_the
funds to stopping Asian hate.
NFT’s have taken the world by
storm recently, some going for
incredible amounts of money.
According to CNCB, Rapp will
launch six digital collections
and 90 total NFT’s in an effort
to raise money for the Asian
communities struck by the
recent violence.
For a long time, sports were
heralded by fans as an escape
from reality. As we saw a lot
last year, sports can only provide an escape for so long.
At some point, these issues
come right to the front door,
whether we want them to
or not. Now, sports leagues,
teams and players are leading
the charge to make a change.
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OPINION
Are you racially insensitive? Fixing your presumptions
Ethan Jiao
Contributor
Ever since the inception of
COVID-19, people have found
ways to perpetrate xenophobic
hate against Chinese people all
around the world. Many Asians
have been attacked or discriminated against by individuals
calling the coronavirus the
“China virus,” assaulting Asians
or even murdering them.
The fact is, racism against
Asian Americans has been
around for well over a century. During the late 1800s,
the Chinese Exclusion Act
and the banning of Chinese
laborers by the United States
government fostered a negative sentiment toward Asians.
Later, during World War II,
the U.S. federal government
established internment camps
for approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans — most of
them U.S. citizens.
Since_2020,_Asians_and

Pacific Islanders have been
blamed for the pandemic and
suffered greatly. On March 18,
2021, a shooter opened fire at
an Atlanta spa, killing eight victims, six of them being Asian.
The list goes on and on.
Sometimes it is easy to fall
into the category of being
racially insensitive, which simply means being unaware of
the implications of insulting or
inappropriate words, although
your intentions might be harmless. However, insensitivity can
turn into racism if one refuses
to learn or educate themselves
about certain racial issues and
still keeps making those same
mistakes, claiming ignorance.
I remember when I first came
to the United States from Hong
Kong, I received many racial
comments such as, “Do you
eat dog?” and “Ching Chong.”
I never thought that in such a

diverse country people would
fail to acknowledge that racial
slurs should not be made anytime to anyone. Then I realized most people were never
educated on the topic of racial
insensitivity. Children grow up
making squinty eyes or telling
the Indian kids that they stink.
Even adults make assumptions
and statements such as, “Oh,
you must be good at the violin.”
Or, they ask, “Can you translate
that for me?”
I am sorry to disappoint, but
the only instrument I play is
the calculator.
All jokes aside, some of these
assumptions may have some
truth. But in reality, we are all
the same. Culturally, Asians
seem to be hardworking, academically talented and successful. And, it seems Asians generally have it all put-together. But
Asians are just like any other

group of human beings. Some
of us are better at academics,
some are not. Some of us are
more privileged, and others
not so much. The problem here
is making the false generalization that if a part of something
is true, then everything else
must be true as well.
If we try to think about
everyone as normal human
beings, many situations can
be eliminated by not making
false assumptions based on
racial profiles. I still get mistaken as Korean now and then.
Just because there are many
Koreans on this campus does
not mean that anyone that
looks East Asian is Korean. The
same goes with last names
— I am not limited to Kim,
Lee or Chan. Although those
names are common, it does
not apply to every single Asian
you may encounter. Of course,

I am sure many people do not
have the ill-intent to be offensive or inappropriate. But it is
crucial to keep in mind that in
many cases, people can appear
racially insensitive.
Being racially insensitive is
a big problem that has been
heavily overlooked. Many people make the excuse that they
were not aware, and therefore are not responsible for
their actions. I think everyone has a job to rethink their
presumptions about people
they encounter.
Being racially insensitive
does not only apply to Asians
but every other race as well.
People have suffered enough
just because of the lack of
awareness, and it should not
continue to be an overlooked
problem affecting future generations.
So, are you racially insensitive?

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

RELIGION
“I am a disciple of Christ:” Founding your faith on the rock
Megan Yoshioka
Copy Editor
Last week, I had an eye-opening conversation with my great
uncle, Robert Koide, or as I call
him, Uncle Bob. Uncle Bob
was raised in a half-Japanese,
half-Hawaiian_household.
Growing up, he was exposed
to different Christian denominations. His mother was a
Catholic, and his grandfather
was a Methodist. He was first
introduced to Adventism when
he was eight years old.
He attended the Adventist
academy in Hawaii, Hawaiian
Mission Academy, and went to
Walla Walla University, which
at the time was called Walla
Walla College. However, he is
not an Adventist. He used to
be a member of the church,
but he decided to leave in 2010
because he does not believe
that certain Adventist doctrines align with the Bible.
Uncle Bob said he didn’t
start_studying_scripture
in-depth until 2006. Those
studies led to his eventual
departure from the church.
Although he is always willing
to share about his beliefs, he
doesn’t force his opinion on
anybody. He doesn’t judge
Adventists who choose to stay
in the church, either.
“It’s between them and God,
that’s all,” he said. “And it’s
between me and my God as to
… my relationship.”
When people ask Uncle Bob
about his denomination or if he
has a title within a church, he
simply tells them, “I am a disciple
of Christ. That’s all I want, nothing more. I just want to be that.”

I was really impressed by
Uncle Bob’s attitude. Even
though he disagrees with
some Adventist doctrines,
he still shows genuine love,
kindness and respect to the
church members. He does not
look down on people or judge
them for their differing beliefs.
Instead, he focuses on his own
relationship with Christ.
As someone fatigued by
the politicization of religion,
I found Uncle Bob’s perspective refreshing. I honestly can’t
remember the last time I had
a religious conversation that
focused on the personal relationship with Christ. Especially
today, most of my conversations about religion tend to
focus on other things such as
the relationship with the rules
or relationships with others.
My focus strayed away from
what should have been the
foundation: Jesus Christ.
The Bible says not to put your
confidence in man because
they will only disappoint you.
It also states that we cannot
be saved by the law. Instead
of founding our faith on these
things, scripture calls for us to
trust in God.
“He alone is my rock and my
salvation; he is my fortress, I will
not be shaken.” (Psalm 62:2)
I appreciated my conversation with Uncle Bob. Through
it, I recognized the practicality
of this lesson by not just his
words, but also by his example.
Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE
Amancia Carandang Follante: Everyone’s lola, “Yoya”
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Some of my earliest memories include Sabbath morning
breakfasts_at_my_grandparents’ house. I would wake up
to the smell of garlic fried rice
wafting throughout the entire
house, and I knew it was waiting for me at the kitchen table.
My grandma would wake me
up saying, “Huli na, we are late
to church!” when in reality she
just wanted to make sure I ate
breakfast and had worship with
everyone else.
That is my lola, who is famous
in her own right, and known
to our family and friends as
“Yoya.” Anyone who has had
t h e _p l e a s u re _t o _m e e t _a n d
spend time with Yoya automatically understands why I would
describe her as famous: She is
overflowing_with_hospitality,
love,_generosity_and_wisdom.
Despite_having_lived_through
experiences that no one should
ever have to live through, Yoya
has remained steadfast in her
faith and love.
Yoya immigrated to Canada
from the Philippines in her early
20s. She barely spoke English,
yet was on her way to teach a
class of second graders. This
job would mark the beginning
of her 52-year teaching career,
ranging_from_elementary
classes to college algebra. Prior
to this, she was the only woman
in_her_c la ss_fo r_e ng i ne e ring school, but dropped out
because she “could not draw for
the_life_of her” (pre-computer
era, obviously). While in Canada, she was penpals for a year
with her now husband of over
50 years, my family’s “Yoyo.”

Yoyo was in the U.S. Navy,
taking their marriage to Norfolk and Virginia Beach, Virginia. This is where they settled
and_raised_my_mother,_aunt
and_uncle,_and_also_where_I
grew up eating her garlic fried
rice on Sabbath mornings.
Wherever_Yoya_goes,_and_I
mean wherever she goes, Yoya
either_knows_someone_or_is
sure to make a new friend.
“Even my orthodontist was
my student!” Yoya said. “And
also my chiropractor. And actually, now that I think of it, my
pharmacist. Because when I
got my prescription from this
guy, he recognized my name
as his seventh grade math
teacher. Ha!”
In_addition_to_being_a
teacher_at_a_local_community

college and high school, Yoya
tutored on the side in order
to support her three children
attending Adventist boarding
school while her husband was
deployed. Yoya also continued
to send money to help support
students in the Philippines to
go to school.
“I should have had some million dollars saved,” she said.
“But I did not. I was helping
a lot of people back home. I
was always housing people.
My house has always been an
open home to anyone without
a place to live. I had someone
stay with me for three years
while they finished high school.
He was in a small gang, was
into drugs, and stealing. Now,
he’s a nurse in California.”
Yoya actually taught me and

Photo courtesy of Elise Deschamps
Amancia “Amy” Carandang Follante.

some of my lifelong, childhood
best friends math too. She let
me have countless sleepovers
at her home for as long as I
can_remember,_always_cooking and making sure no one
left her home the slightest bit
hungry. Her love and support
reaches anyone and everyone
that crosses her path.
However, that doesn’t mean
she isn’t one to become angry
or passionate; she is fiercely
protective of those she loves,
and_will_raise_her_voice_in
defense_of_anyone_who_is_in
need of defending. As a child,
she_yelled_at_Japanese_soldiers raiding her small family’s
home_for_taking_their_eggs.
She stood up to cruel family
members and ended up supporting_them_financially_for

Photo courtesy of Elise Deschamps
Elise Deschamps spending quality time with her lola.

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter
Amy Van Arsdell @amy_joy_va

much of her life. She lived a
life fueled by Christ-like compassion and forgiveness.
Yoya, Amancia “Amy” Carandang Follante, a strong, hardworking and incredibly mighty
Filipino woman that stands tall
at 4’11”, has paved the way for
her_children,_grandchildren
and_eventual_great_grandchildren._Her_impactful_love
spreads widely and permeates
deep into the communities that
she taught the quadratic formula to, into the family members and friends she sponsored
academically, and into the
stomachs of whoever sat at her
dinner table. She turned 78 just
this April 1, and I am forever
grateful to have her as my, and
many others, Yoya.

#SAUlife
Paula Vasquez

Lyanna Vega

I got the J&J covid vaccine yesterday (YAY!) and had to debate all
day today whether my headache and fatigue were side effects of that
or just of being a sleep-deprived college student

Andrea Stevens @andens99
Reached that point in studying for my test where I’m laughing and
crying simultaneously.

Bradly Hutchinson @be_rad_ly

*Me using a two-screen monitor display*
“Wow! I can do so much multitasking on here and balance all my
thoughts and ideas!”
*constantly keeps his email open on both displays with two different
apps*

pawlasol “Darling, shine, that’s all.” #SAUlife

Woobin Cho

lyanna.vega Think you can read me? #SAUlife

Juliana Camacho

María José Morán @mmoranhdez

if i ever have children, give me a “condolences” card.

Sam Kumendong @samm_ek

I apologize to my neighbors and suite mates in the dorm that have to
hear me screaming in my room every day

Zoë Kanas @immaterialbimbo

everytime campus safety gives me a ticket it reminds me i have severe
anger problems and probably should see a therapist
cho.woobin made u look :p #SAUlife

Congratulations @jjhyun_97
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Claire Edens

s.julianacamacho R.I.P clinicals. #SAUlife

Brianna Perdomo

Kevin is looking to grab some supplies for the week. Find him in this
issue to recieve a

$10 Walmart
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
the_redheaded_mermaid @madisonave.
photography is the best in the biz!!! #SAUlife

love_briannap God never gives you what you
can’t handle #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER

Today 7
59-81

Online F21 Registration for
Returning Seniors > 93 Hours
11:30 a.m. – Volunteer Appreciation
Month
7:30 p.m. – SA Senate, Presidential
Banquet Room

Friday 9
57-77

Online F21 Registration for Returning
Juniors > 54 Hours & Seniors
Student Missions Exit Retreat
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore
Success
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Roger Hernandez, Tent/Online
8:08 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow

Sunday 11
50-73

Student Missions Exit Retreat
Student Employee Appreciation Week
10:00 a.m. – SOAP Ocoee Rafting Trip
2:30 p.m. – Gym-Masters Home Show
Matinée
7:30 p.m. – Wind Symphony Concert, Online

Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org

Thursday 8
Online F21 Registration for Returning
Juniors > 54 Hours & Seniors
Student Missions Exit Retreat
11:00 a.m. – Departmental/Schools
Convocation
12:00 p.m. – Southern Sophomore
Success, Online

Saturday

57-75

10

54-70
Student Missions Exit Retreat
9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & YouTube & Live at the Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. – Evensong, Online
8:09 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – Gym-Masters Home Show, Iles
Gymnasium

Monday 12

Tuesday 13
54-77

Online F21 Registration for Returning Sophomores > 23 Hours & Juniors & Seniors
Student Employee Appreciation Week

Online F21 Registration for Returning
54-75
Sophomores > 23 Hours & Juniors &
Seniors
Student Employee Appreciation Week
GRE Subject Exam
Badminton/Tennis Singles Begins
May graduates deadline to finish incompletes & home study correspondence
Last Day to Order May Graduation Regalia Online – www.cbgrad.com

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|7

Ethan David

Sunday |11

Michelle Adalbai

Callie Dickson

Lauran Cho

Matt Dizon

Violet Petrikas

Alyssa Graham

Bethany Edwards

Samuel Rivera

James Kim

Daniel Hoke

Paul Schafer

Mina Kim

Fernando Portillo

Jake VanBeukering

Kelly Gustrowsky

Ari Loreto-Cortez

Saturday |10

Destiny Nunez

Martha Bonilla

Christina Ortiz

Jared Chugmow

Jonathan Osvold

Adrian Dean

Kailie Taina

Qualyn Robinson

Grant Hagen

Abby Tishaw

Ryan Tompkins

Tania Moorooven

Tania Tumundo

Thursday |8

Soko Paongo

James Wood

Judy Byeon

Mayanne Quion
Mahlet Valdez

Tuesday |13

Andrew Hansbury
Cassidy Munson

Tori Waegele

Bella Stevens

Sujin Sin

Sarah Williams

Jomy Varghese

Friday |9

Ethan Wu

Satoshi Yamashita

Monday |12
Aimee Richard

Jeff Moura

MASTER’S DEGREE IN
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Learn the Technology That Shapes the Future
Southern’s Master of Computer Science degree puts you
on the road to a successful career in a cutting-edge ﬁeld.
A built-in advantage
Recent graduates with a bachelor’s degree gain the equivalent of ﬁve
years of work experience—time relativity at its ﬁnest.
Positive outcomes
Position yourself for job growth and enhancement and straight-forward
access to administrative roles.
Financial rewards
Graduates can expect to earn up to an additional $12,000 to $20,000
annual salary.
Areas of study
• Software architecture, engineering and development
• Network security
• Distributed systems – cloud computing
• Embedded systems – small electronics in all new technology
• Algorithms
With careful planning, you can complete a bachelor’s
degree AND a master’s degree in ﬁve years!

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Students wrestle for Village spots, deans see Engaged
influx of applications for next school year
students
face
varying
challenges
during
pandemic
Victoria Mills
Staff Writer

do well in school and get good
grades_so_that_students_can
experience living semi off-campus,” Cheneweth said.
GPA is not taken into consideration when the deans decide
which_groups_get_into_Village,
according to Mathis. She said a
student’s age, major disciplines
and_the_amount_of_academic
credits_acquired_are_the_main
things the deans look for.
Community students are also
eligible_for_Village,_according
to_Mathis._Although_they_are
not listed on the eligibility list
that_is_sent_out_to_non-local
students, they can still apply if
they reach out to the deans and
meet the requirements.
Senior_history_major_Abby
Hansen said although she is a
community student, she chose
to live in campus housing so she
could experience campus life to
the fullest. She added that being
able to live with friends not only
helped_her_grow_connections
with her peers, but also helped
her be more responsible.
See VILLAGE on page 2

See ENGAGED on page 2

Illustration by Nick Nieves.

Taylor Dean
News Editor
On_Feb._10,_Southern_Village
deans sent out an eligibility list
to all students who qualified for
Village residency for the upcoming 2021-2022 school year. The
email included information on
how students could submit an
application and what qualifications must be met for a group to
be considered.
This_year,_Village_deans_said
they received a greater-than-usual
number of Village applications.
“We usually might have to turn
away maybe five to 10 groups —
10 is the most I've ever turned
away,” Associate Dean JP Mathis
said. “But this year, we had 19
that we turned away.”
In_a_poll_conducted_on_the
Accent’s Instagram account, out
of 163 participants, 64% said
their Village applications were
accepted, while 36% said their
applications were denied.
Sophomore_nursing_major
Lexie Dornburg said although
she was upset her group did
not get accepted, she wasn’t
surprised.
“I had heard how hard it was

Many of Southern’s students
have heard the endearing term
“Southern_Matrimony_College” at_least_once_from_family
members,_professors_or_other
students. Southern is known and
celebrated for bringing couples
together. How is the university
living up to its nickname during
the pandemic?
Sophomore_general_studies major Elise VanderWaal and
senior computer science major
Timothy Morgan met at Camp
Au Sable in Grayling, Michigan,
but this is their second year
attending_Southern_together.
They got engaged Dec. 27, 2020,
and_are_planning_on_getting
married Sept. 19. Both VanderWaal and Morgan are planning
to graduate in May, VanderWaal
with her associate’s and Morgan
with his bachelor’s.
“We wanted to make sure we
both_had_our_degrees_before
getting married,” Morgan said.
Once_married,_they_plan
on_settling_in_Virginia,_and
Vanderwaal_will_eventually
continue with her bachelor’s
degree online.
COVID-19_has_impacted_the
two of them and their wedding
plans_quite_a_bit,_the_biggest
challenges associated with finalizing their guest list.
“Our _ guest _ list _ got _ up _ to
almost_300. … We really wanted
all_of_our_friends_and_family,”
VanderWaal said.
The wedding venue contacted
the couple recently and said that

to_get_into_Village_your_first
year that you’re eligible,” Dornburg said. “... I found a group to
apply with relatively quickly. We
had the disadvantage of being
on a lower level of priority due
to class standing, but we knew
that going in.”
According_to_Mathis,_the_reason_why_so_many_applications
were_denied_was_because_the
amount_of_academic_credits
required for Village residency has
been lowered; therefore, more
students are able to apply. As
stated in the eligibility list, qualifying students fall under five
brackets based on their age and
academic credits acquired.
“It used to be that you had to
have 75 credits to even be eligible,” Mathis said. “But last year,
they took that down to 55, so
that’s why it was harder to get in.”
Junior_nursing_major_Hannah Cheneweth, whose Village
application was accepted, said
she is excited to be out of the
dorm for her upcoming senior
year. She added that compared
to_other_applicants,_she_may

We usually
might have to
turn away maybe
five to 10 groups
— 10 is the most
I've ever turned
away. But this
year, we had 19
that we turned
away.
have_had_a_slight_advantage
over other groups since a friend
put her in touch with two current Village residents.
“If I didn’t know about that
opportunity, I feel like it would
have been slightly more difficult
to find other housemates,” Cheneweth said. “I personally didn’t
have_any_problems_with_the
application process.”
Additionally, Cheneweth feels
that GPA should be held in the
highest priority when accepting
Village applicants.
“I think of it as an incentive to

Public high school
Food Services partner with
students tell about their NewTerra to compost food waste
transition to Southern
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
According to the Undergraduate Statistics for Board Meeting report published by Southern's_Records_and_Advisement
Office, there were 159 enrolled
first-time freshmen who came
from_non-Seventh-day_Adventist_(SDA) schools to Southern in
the Fall 2020 semester.
The_document,_which_was
last updated the second week
of the Fall 2020 semester, contains information such as where
undergraduate_students_came
from in terms of states, conferences, academies and even their
geographical distribution.
Although the document does
not display total current numbers for both returning and firstyear students, the report gives
information_about_incoming
freshmen and the high schools
they graduated from.
According_to_the_report,
during the Fall 2020 semester,
98 students came to Southern
from a public high school, 21
came_from_a_private_non-SDA
school, 30 students were home-

schooled and 10 students came
from a foreign non-SDA school.
This made a total of 159 students who came to Southern
from non-SDA schools out of 493
total incoming freshmen.
One returning student who
came from a public high school
is Jasmine Ramirez, a junior nursing major who attended Parkdale
High School in Maryland.
According to Ramirez, there are
“differences but also similarities.”
For Ramirez, the biggest difference coming to Southern was
the Christ-centered perspective
given to all of her classes.
“The big change was professors incorporating Jesus in the
classroom, and everything being
related to God," Ramirez said.
"Everything is God-centered. That
never happened in public school.”
Julia Scriven, another returning student who came from a
foreign non-SDA high school, had
a similar experience as Ramirez.
“We never talked about religion in school,” said Scriven,
See PUBLIC on page 2

Monday, April 5, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Southern's cafeteria added a new designated bin for composting right outside the back door. Students who
work there fill it up with items from the “NewTerra Compost” lists posted in the workspaces.

Zoe Kanas
Lead Reporter
This_semester,_the_Food_Services_Department_at_Southern
decided to begin composting its
leftover food waste. Partnering
with NewTerra Compost, Southern is now able to better reduce
food waste and its overall impact
on the environment.
Teddy Kyriakidis, the director
of Food Services, explained that
the Food Services Department
has been wanting to reduce

its environmental impact for a
while, but was at a loss about
where to start.
"Until recently, there has not
been an alternative waste system to the one that the campus
uses,” Kyriakidis said. “A new
company, NewTerra Compost,
has changed that.”
Composting_has_two_main
benefits, according to Kyriakidis.
First, it reduces the impact on

local_landfills._When_food_and
other compostable materials are
kept out of landfills, the overall
environmental impact of those
landfills goes down. Second, composting turns the reusable waste
into fertilized soil, decreasing the
amount of resources needed to
produce that soil by other means.
Most organic waste and materials are able to be turned into
See COMPOST on page 3

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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a junior mass communication
major who went to high school
in France. “I don’t even know if
my friends were Christian or
not because we never talked
about it.”
This major difference, however,_was_the_reason_some
students_chose_to_come_to
Southern.
“I thought that going to public school, I would lose my way,”
said_Erin_Belgrave,_a_sophomore_nutrition_and_dietetics
major who attended high school
through_an_online_program
called Georgia Cyber Academy.
“I am a better person now than I
would have been if I had gone to
public school.”
Another_major_difference,
according to Scriven, is living
in the dormitory and abiding
by its rules.
“I_didn't_realize_how_much
freedom I had in high school,”
Scriven said. “My first time with
curfew was at 18.”
Scriven, who describes herself_as_growing_up_very_liberal despite always being Seventh-day Adventist, said she
sometimes feels like she has to
be careful about expressing her
opinion because of how conservative and reserved people are
at Southern compared to her
high school.

“Living in Southern Village
has given me opportunities to
learn some life skills,” Hansen
said. “I don’t have a meal plan
this year, so I have been able to
practice cooking and budgeting for my own groceries. I also
think it’s good to learn how to
live with other people. Living in
an apartment with three other
people_involves_compromise
and_cooperation,_which_are
important life skills.”
In_addition_to_new_residents
for_the_2021-2022 school year,
Southern Village will also be converting the Hickory apartment
building — which is currently
used_for_older_student_housing — into another men’s apartment. According to Mathis, there
are currently three men’s Village
buildings and six women’s Village
buildings, but starting next year,
the ratio will be four to six.
“The_reason_being_is_that
when_we_had_all_the_applications in, age and credit-wise ...
it worked out for it to be a guys
[apartment building] and not
girls,” Mathis said.
Dornburg_said_she_thinks
apartment_housing_should_be
more_readily_available_to_stu-

continued from page 1

[I] can't say
which is better
because they
are all a part
of growth.
Everything helps
me with the
decisions I am
making now, so
I can't say it is
better.
On_the_other_hand,_Ramirez
explained that despite being an
Adventist institution, “you will
see people that aren't Christian
or Adventist, and you still see
some influences of things that
aren't necessarily Adventist.”
Although all three students
have had different experiences
with_their_different_majors,
they have all expressed similarities in their high school versus
college experiences.
“[I] can't say which is better
because they are all a part of
growth,” Belgrave said. “Everything helps me with the decisions I am making now, so I can't
say it is better.”

continued from page 1

dents, especially those juggling
multiple responsibilities.
“There are many of us who
juggle_school_and_work,_have
heavier course loads and unique
schedules and would greatly benefit from a more house-like living
situation,”_Dornburg_said._“The
lack of that option is disappointing, and it’s kind of crazy that we
have to wait until our senior year
to have a chance at a spot — and
even then, it’s not for sure.”
Junior nursing major Karalyn
Kaminski,_who_is_a_community
student living in Village, said she
appreciates the opportunity to
live on campus. She shared Dornburg’s_sentiments_that_apartment housing is helpful in juggling multiple responsibilities.
“My home life is a bit unstable, making consistent focus
on school more challenging,”
Kaminski said. “Living here on
campus has had a profoundly
positive_influence_on_me_by
providing a safe and supportive
environment to live and study
in._I_love_socializing,_meeting new people, and being in a
more_study-conducive environment. I honestly feel at home
when I’m here.”

Friday, March 26, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Southern Village signage outside of the apartments. This year,
Village deans said they received a greater-than-usual amount
of Village applications.

Humanitarian Engagement
office reaches out to local
Muslim refugees
Miranda Delgado
Staff Writer
Southern students have been
given the opportunity to team
up_with_Adventist_Muslim
Friendship Association (AMFA),
which helps build_relationships
between_the_Adventist_and
Muslim communities.
The_Humanitarian_Engagement_office_collaborates_with
AMFA_by_providing_tutors_for
Muslim refugee children in the
local area. Southern students are
paired with a child either in elementary or high school and tutor
them for the entire semester.
Students of any major can be
part of this project. Junior political science major Marlyn Antwan
tells her experience of working
with refugee children.
“The most memorable thing
for me has been forming a
friendship with the child that I
am tutoring,” Antwan said. “At
the beginning, our interactions
consisted of just tutoring, but
now we have a friendship and
talk about other things.”
Sarah Klingbeil, junior ESL and
math major, is the AMFA liaison
and coordinator. She said joining
the AMFA program can make a
difference in the kids’ lives.
“You don’t think tutoring is that
important, but a lot of these kids
really need it because many of
the parents don’t speak English
and are not able to access academic help,” Klingbeil said.
Klingbeil’s_role_is_to_explore
potential_service_opportunities,
communicate_between_AMFA
and Humanitarian Engagement
and coordinate Southern’s two
service projects with AMFA.

Another collaboration between
the Humanitarian Engagement
office and AMFA is the Peace
of Thread program. Through
that program, Muslim refugee
women can earn money by sewing_specially-designed_purses
and tote bags. The purses are
then sold, and profits go to each
of the women that made the
purse. Students help by cutting
fabric designs.

unless the school I’m going to be
attending decides to cut down
on attendance.”
McCurdy_and_Hebard_said
they_are_grateful_COVID-19
hasn’t impacted them much.

“[COVID-19]_didn’t_change
when [we_decided_ to get] married,”_Hebard_said._“It_didn’t
change our relationship track.”

The most
memorable
thing for me has
been forming a
friendship with
the child that I
am tutoring. At
the beginning,
our interactions
consisted of just
tutoring, but
now we have a
friendship and
talk about other
things.
To_get_involved_with_AMFA
or Peace of Thread, stop by the
Humanitarian_ Engagement
office or email them at serve@
southern.edu. Tutoring starts the
beginning of each semester, and
the Peace of Thread service event
happens once a month.

ENGAGED

continued from page 1
they would have to cut the list
down to 120 or below.
“It was rough, but hopefully
by September they’ll lift some of
those [restrictions] at least,” VanderWaal said.
Junior music education major
Isaac Fortunato and his fiancé
Amy Dawson met in 2014, got
engaged Jan. 24, 2021, and are
planning on getting married
May 23. Fortunato said COVID19 has impacted the two of them
quite a bit.
“Initially, we were considering
just going to the courthouse but
then decided we’d do an actual_
wedding,”_Fortunato said. “The
hardest part is that Amy is from
Australia, and so [her]_family_
won’t_be_able_to make it due to
Australia’s strict travel for their
citizens.”
The couple also had to change
their honeymoon plans.

“We planned on honeymooning in the Bahamas, but we’ll
have to stick to the States due to
COVID-19 procedures at Amy’s
job,” Furtunato said.
Senior_nursing_major
Michelle_Hebard_and_former Southern student Russel
McCurdy_first_noticed_each
other_in_I_Cantori,_but_they
didn’t officially meet until they
played a game of pool together
in the Student Center. They got
engaged on July 2, 2020.
The date for their wedding is
June 20. After the wedding, they
plan to stick close to Southern’s
campus until Hebard graduates
in December. McCurdy said they
plan to move to the Murfreesboro area after the graduation,
and he plans to continue his
education there.
In_reference_to_COVID-19,
McCurdy_said,_“It_really_hasn’t
affected our future plans at all …

(Photo courtesy of Michelle Hebard)

Russel McCurdy and Michelle
Hebard. McCurdy and Hebard plan to
get married on June 20, 2021.

Corrections and
Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_
complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
w i t h _ s o m e _ l i m i t e d _ exc e p tions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To_report_mistakes,_
email_us_at_accent@southern.
edu_or_reach_us_through_our_
social_media accounts.

(Photo courtesy of Elise VanderWaal )

Elise VanderWaal and Timothy Morgan. VanderWaal and Morgan, who
met at Camp Au Sable in Grayling, Michigan, are planning on getting
married Sept. 19 2021.
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NEWS
Student teaches weekly
wellness yoga classes at Hulsey

_

(Photo by Nathalia Levtorova)

Dante Dornburg and Hamilton Hosteter strech during Nathalia Levterova's yoga wellness class. Levterova
holds the class every Monday to Thursday from 7 to 7:30 a.m.

Lizbeth Rodriguez-Diep
Contributor
Junior_marketing_major
Nathalia_Levterova_conducts
a_yoga_wellness_class_at_the
H u l s ey _ We l l n e s s _ C e n t e r _ a t
Southern from 7 to 7:30 a.m,
Monday through Thursday.
Her goal is to provide community, flexibility and — most
importantly, a spiritual start to
the day.
“I hope that people will leave
feeling less stressed than when
they walked in,” Levterova said.
Daren_Bissell,_the_facilities
manager at Hulsey, approached
Levterova_with_the_opportunity when she was a first-year
student._Levterova_said_Bissell knew she was a part of
Gym-Masters_and_thought
she might enjoy the position.
Levterova accepted the role.
Levterova became a certified yoga instructor through a
Christian company and began
teaching this past August.
Becoming certified was a step
closer to achieving her life goal
of
opening_a_holistic_wellness_living center that shares
a space with a coffee shop and

offers free counseling sessions
to the community.
In addition, Levterova wants
to_create_a_spiritual_environment where members who are
not yet Christian can meet God.
She said her job at Hulsey is a
small sneak peek of her vision
and prepares her for all she
wants to do in the future.
Levterova sets up her studio
time with inspirational Christian
music, prayer and yoga mats.
“I find it crazy that I get paid
to do what I love and workout
with friends,” Levterova said.
Two_of_Levterova's_friends
that join the early morning class
are_junior_nursing major Dante
Dornburg_and_junior_nursing
major Hamilton Hosteter. Both
said they have heavy schedules
due to nursing school, yet they
intentionally_choose_to_carve
out time to exercise before tackling clinicals, big tests and lectures. Dornburg said he began
to attend this class because he
wanted to try something new
and believed it to be a great way
to start off his day.
“[The_class]_is_pretty_cool,”

Dornburg said. “I have learned
that my balance sucks, and now
I_am_so_much_more_flexible
because I do it consistently. If
you can’t work out, stretch.”
Hosteter_said_the_class_has
driven him to exercise more.
“[The class] has motivated me
to stretch more, [even] outside
of this class,” Hosteter said. “I
take basic tumbling, so I need
to stretch out anyways.”
Levterova said she chose a
morning_time_slot_because_it
keeps her accountable for waking up early and having a solid
morning routine. Knowing she
has people waiting and depending on her also inspires her.
Levterova said every day has
a different emphasis depending
on_who_shows_up._Some days
are restorative while others are
high or low intensity.
Participants can benefit from
the class by increasing their flexibility, expanding their community, recharging spiritually and
lowering their stress, according
to Levterova.

COMPOST

continued from page 1
compost. And, according to NewTerra’s_website,_the_average
American generates around 283
pounds of food waste each year.
Uneaten food is also the largest
component of municipal solid
waste, taking up almost 25% of
the nation’s landfills.
NewTerra is able to track the
weight_of_the_food_waste_that
is composted and has already
rerouted_over_216_pounds_of
waste out of the landfills in just
the first week of partnering with
Southern’s_cafe._Before_then,
there was no way to track how
much waste was actually generated by the campus.
“I’m glad they’re finally making
some_changes,”_said_Allie_Carbaugh,_senior_education_major.
“Seeing so much food get wasted
from what people don’t [or] can’t
eat is so frustrating. So the fact
that_the_cafe_is_finally_making
more_responsible_choices_with
their food waste gives me hope

for future changes.”
Kyriakidis said the transition
has been smooth because of the
partnership with NewTerra.

The fact that
the cafe is finally
making more
responsible
choices with
their food
waste gives me
hope for future
changes.
“We’ve started this program
at the end of the semester so
that we_can work out any challenges before expanding on it,”
Kyriakidis said. “NewTerra has
been wonderful to work with and
we have not had any issues so
far. I do not see any challenges as
we continue this program.”

Students jump at chance
to walk dean's four dogs

'Battle for Change' competition
raises over $700 for Enactus
Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
On_March_28,_137_Southern students witnessed a live
music battle between four student-led bands in the outdoor
tent. The students could even
get_in_on_the_action_by_purchasing_merchandise_in_the
name_of_their_favorite_band.
The battle’s victors were ultim a t e l y _ d e t e r m i n e d _ by _ t h e
amount of money tied to their
band’s name. The competition
was intensely close, with the
first and second place bands
separated by just $1.
The_concert,_titled_“Battle
for_Change,”_was_organized
by Enactus, one of Southern’s
business_clubs,_to_support
Enactus’ Now Eye See project.
According to senior business
administration major and Vice
President for Enactus Sabrina
Alward,_Enactus’_goal_was_to
raise $500 from students buying merchandise. Junior business administration major and
head project manager for Now
Eye_See_Alyson_Zapara_said
Enactus was able to raise more
than $700.
“It has been a struggle to
host events due to COVID this
year, so we were thrilled to see
this event come to fruition,”
Zapara said.

According_to_Zapara,_the
event_was_full_of_“dynamic
energy,”_with_many_students
and performers clapping and
laughing. Alward said the audience members “thrived off of
each other.”

I got to see a
group of people
who didn't know
each other just
get lost in some
good music. The
performers did
an outstanding job. They
really were the
backbone of the
event.
“I_got_to_see_a_group_of
people who didn't know each
other_just_get_lost_in_some
good music,” Alward said. “The
performers did an outstanding
job. They really were the backbone of the event.”
The_bands_that_performed
were_Jon_Doe,_Royal_Crimson,
K.C.A.J. and Room 205. K.C.A.J.

won, barely beating Room 205.
As a reward, the band was able
to perform a final song to close
out the concert. Alward said this
final performance was one of her
favorite moments of the night.
“K.C.A.J. really killed it with
that last song,” Alward said.
Freshman_communication
major_Lizbeth Rodriguez-Diep
attended the concert to watch
and support Jon Doe, a oneman band starring her friend
Jonathan _Rodney, _a_senior
music_major._Rodriguez-Diep
was_impressed_with_the
entire_event._She_especially
e n j oy e d _ w a t c h i n g _ t h e _ t w o
hosts,_junior_theology_major
Caleb_Raymond_and_junior
management_major_Jake
Miller, organize games for the
audience between each musical performance.
“They got the crowd pretty
hyped,” Rodriguez-Diep said.
Alward also said the hosts
were “hilarious,” and she was
very happy with how the concert turned out.
“Watching over 100 people
enjoy good music and support
a good cause made me feel
very fulfilled,” Alward said.

Sunday, March 28, 2021. (Photo by Patrick Scriven)

Kerby Desamour performs "Baby Blue" for K.C.A.J's opening song. K.C.A.J. won, barely beating Room 205. As a
reward, the band was able to perform a final song to close out the concert.

(Photo by Lily Hamstra)

Baloo, one of dean Looby's dogs, bathes under the sun. On March 29,
Looby emailed students to see if anyone would be willing to walk her
dogs. Looby said she was overwhelmed by the amount of excited students wanting to help out.

Lily Hamstra
Contributor
O n _ M o n d a y, _ M a rc h _ 2 9 ,
Tisha Looby, associate dean of
women, reached out to Southern’s_Thatcher_residents_in
search of individuals who would
be willing to walk her dogs.
“My _ dogs _ are _ not _ able _ to
run around in the dorm courtyard because they see people
come through and try to ‘play’
with each person,” Looby said.
“However, _ this _ type _ of _ play
does not work well — my dogs
are over 100 pounds.”
Looby has four large dogs.
Panda,_ Kodiak_ and_ Baloo_ are
Great _ Danes, _ and _ Bear _ is _ a
Boerboel, _ also _ known _ as _ a
South African Mastiff. Although
Looby usually keeps the dogs
in a secondary location where
they can play during the day,
the rain from last week left the
location flooded and muddy.
“I couldn’t let the dogs stay
there,” Looby said. “I was home
one _ morning, _ and _ I _ heard
Panda whining. She wanted to
come out and play, and I felt
terrible. My hands were already
full with my three kids, so I
asked for help.”
Looby emailed Thatcher residents to see if anyone was free
to take her dogs on a walk. She
noted that experience with
large dogs was required.
“I _ was _ desperate,” _ Looby _
said. _ “ Then _ the _ Lord _ compelled me to ask for help. With
that, I sent the email out, and
within _ minutes, _ responses
started to flood in.”
L o o by _ s a i d _ s h e _ re c e i v e d
responses from many residents
willing to help walk her dogs.

“I lost count after 29. And,
after_ that,_ I_ sent_ a_ follow-up_
email _ and _ told _ them _ I _ had
enough volunteers,” Looby said.
Although Looby initiated the
call for help, walking the dogs
had a positive effect on the
volunteers.
“I wanted a break from school
and this was a fun way to find
entertainment _ outside _ of _ my
classes," said Genesis Sanchez,
freshman business administration major. "I love Great Danes,
and _ walking _ the _ dogs _ was _ a
really nice break from my hectic schedule.”
Vashi Krones, freshman psychology _ major, _ also _ helped
walk one of Looby’s dogs.
“I_ miss_ my_ own_ dog_ a_ lot,"
Krones said. "Animals help with
my depression and anxiety, and
I had seen the dogs outside my
window on a few occasions. I
would totally do it again.”
Esther _ Penden, _ freshman
computer_ science_ major,_ also
felt walking the dogs was beneficial for her mental health.
“Spending time walking Panda
actually helped me to relax and
destress,” said Penden. “Walking
dogs is definitely therapeutic,
and the dog enjoys it too!”
Following _ the _ overflow _ of
positive _ responses _ and _ support, _ Looby _ is _ encouraging
residents_to_reach_out_if_they
would like_to spend time with
the dogs.
“My _ dogs _ are _ always _ available _ to _ be _ loved _ on," _ Looby
said. _ "Just _ email _ or _ text _ me,
and I will add you to the app
where you can schedule a time
to be with them.”
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NEWS

gYM-MASTERS
Home Show

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Callie Grant performs aerial gymnastics on silk above the crowd.

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Edgar Kavistan lifts Marisa Negrón to demostrate a strength stunt.

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Tim Suzuki (back) and Chad Nash (front) do flips and spins. All the Gym-Masters
circled the stage to repeat their own style of trampolining and tricks.

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Kedrick Larson carries Amie Shelley away during the performance. Shelley pretended not to be interested in doing stunts while Larson pleaded with her.

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Aimee Hunt and Jake Johnson perform a hand-to-hand stunt.

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Callie Grant and Hannah Shull soar above the crowd.

Saturday April 4, 2021. (Photo by Xander Ordinola)

Jake Johnson supports both Amie Shelley and Katie Shelley. There were several times throughout the
performance where the guys held up the girls in different positions, including triangles and pyramids.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Collegedale seeks to fill city manager position
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubrey Dancek
Lead Reporter
On Feb. 23, former City Manager,_Ted_Rogers,_announced
his retirement, effective March
12. Thirty-three applicants submitted their resumes to fill the
vacant role by the April 9 deadline, according to Bridgett Raper,
Collegedale spokesperson.
Commissioners voted unanimously at the March 1 commission _meeting _to_have
Municipal Technical Advisory
Services (MTAS) to assist in the
recruiting and hiring of the
new Collegedale city manager.
Since then, Municipal Manage-

ment Consultant Honna Rogers has been assisting the city
manager hiring process.
After MTAS finished its preliminary interview process with
applicants, commissioners and
key_managers,_the_resumes
were given to the Collegedale
commissioners in preparation
for their next meeting.
“[We_ask]_what’s_going_to
make that person the most
effective and the best at doing
this job,” Rogers said during
the March 16 special commission meeting. “[Then] we build

competencies_around_that.
Those competencies are what
we use to build an assessment
center._So_you_really_make
everything around what would
meet Collegedale’s needs.”
According_to_Rogers,_the
next step in the hiring process
is for the Collegedale commissioners to choose four to five
applicants to move on to the
assessment center at the April
19 commission meeting.
The_assessment_center
places the applicants in situations where they participate in

exercises that simulate actual
job_situations._The_selecting
panel will evaluate the candidate’s behavior and performance through these exercises, according to the MTAS
website. The assessment center will be held during the first
week of May.
“We do not have a set date
for the hiring of a new city
manager as there are many
variables that play into the timing of the hiring,” Raper said.
A c c o rd i n g _t o _t h e _C i t y _o f
C o l l e g e d a l e’s _w e b s i t e , _t h e

responsibilities_of_city_manager_include:_managing_the
departments_and_services_of
all city employees, overseeing
budget and finances, developing
reports and serving the Board of
Collegedale Commissioners and
attending and participating in all
commission meetings.
Since March 12, which was
Rogers’ last day, Wayon Hines,
city engineer of Collegedale,
has been acting as interim city
manager. He will continue to
do so until a new city manager
is hired.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

SPORTS
Deshaun Watson sexual harassment
allegations continue to pile up
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
On March 16 and 17, Houston-based lawyer Tony Buzbee
filed three civil lawsuits accusing Houston Texans quarterback Deshaun Watson of inappropriate conduct and sexual
Jpattern of preying on “vulnerable women,” according to
ESPN’s Sarah Barshop.
Since then, the lawsuits, of
which the alleged behavior is
denied by Watson, have risen
to a total of 22 as of April 11.
These lawsuits have accused
Watson of a wide range of
inappropriate behavior, including inappropriate touching and
forced oral sex.
The first lawsuits stemmed
from an incident dating back
to March 2020 involving massage therapists that Watson
had used. They allege that he
threatened the massage therapists to stay quiet about it

NBA: Hot
and cold
Davy Ondrejka
Sports Editor

afterwards, according to Sporting News’ Jordan Greer. After
those lawsuits, many more
along similar lines came in.
April 2 saw the 22nd and most
recent lawsuit filed. Though
none of the previous lawsuits
had involved the police, a complaint was filed that day to
the Houston Police Department, and they announced
on Twitter that they were now
launching an official investigation into Watson.
Fourteen of the lawsuits had
been filed under the name
“Jane Doe” to protect their identities. However, Watson’s legal
team challenged this, and the
judge ruled that the women
need to identify themselves in
order to give Watson and his
defense team a fair shot.
The NFL also opened an
investigation into Watson on

March 19, NFL special counsel for investigation’s Lisa Friel
wrote in a letter to Buzbee.
There is currently no progress
made on these investigations,
nor have any more allegations
been made.
According to Yahoo Sports
columnist Dan Wetzel, Watson
and his legal team have yet to
find a defense that explains
away the mounting allegations.
They’ve pointed to Watson’s
“good guy” reputation. They
have also admitted that some
of the encounters with massage
therapists involved sexual acts,
but that they were consensual
and in other incidences he didn’t
push for sex, even though it had
happened in other scenarios.
They’ve also tried to somewhat
disparage the plaintiff’s lawyer,
calling him a “clown and a jerk”
according to Wetzel.

Wetzel then says that, “If Hardin [Watson’s lawyer] is going
to win this one, then it will
require some incredible legal
needle threading, because Nos.
1 and 3 don’t matter, and No. 2
doesn’t make any sense.”
Watson has since been
dropped by some major
endorsements
and
sponsors. As of last week, Watson’s
endorsement deals have been
suspended by Nike, Beats by
Dre and Reliant Energy. It’s very
possible that more are coming
as this case continues to play
out. Whether Watson will face
criminal charges or settle out of
court or just flat out beat these
allegations remains to be seen.
How it will affect his football
career also remains to be seen.

With a lot of stars not playing, either because of injury
or some much needed rest,
some teams have begun to
cool down a bit. The Lakers
have been missing LeBron
James and Anthony Davis for
a while now. This has dropped
them from the second seed
all the way to the fifth. The
Milwaukee Bucks have also
been resting a lot of their
starters. Giannis Antetokounmpo, the league’s MVP for the
last two years, hasn’t played
for over a week.
Teams understand that the
regular season is coming to
a close, and it’s time to make
sure their best players are
healthy and ready to play in
the playoffs.
One team that hasn’t done
that, though, is the Phoenix
Suns. This has allowed them to
climb all the way to the second
seed, just three games behind
the top seeded Utah Jazz. The
Suns have been listed on NBA.
com as first in this week’s
power rankings.
Chris Paul seems to have
the magic touch. Wherever
he goes, that team instantly
becomes better. Last year, the
Suns just missed out on their
chance of making it to the playoffs. This year, with Paul, they
are pushing to be the favorites
to come out of the West.
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OPINION
Standardized testing: A positive or a negative?
It’s fine to reform the
school system

Tests not as ineffective as
people like to claim

Anna Bennethum
Contributor

Samuel Mora
Opinion Editor

If you’ve ever been a student,
you’re probably familiar with
the process of standardized
testing. Whether it’s IOWA testing in grade school, the ACT/
SAT for college entrance, or
testing for graduate programs
like the LSATs and MCAT, almost
every level of schooling within
the U.S. relies in some way on
standardized testing. The main
goal of standardized testing is
to measure a student’s retention of a particular subject matter and how those scores stack
up nationally. But how effective
is standardized testing really?
Research shows that for testing to be effective, there must
be three things: The assessment must be over recently
taught content, it must be low
stakes and it must be administered more than once. The CBE:
Life Science Education, a journal published by the American
Society for Cell Biology, states
, “After one week of studying,
students_lose_much_of_their
retained_information_and_will
perform significantly worse on
major assessments.”
In a 2006 study, cognitive scientists Roediger and Karpicke
found that students who took
multiple,_brief_assessments
before_standardized_testing
had retention levels 20% higher
on average than those who did
not. Study after study report
the same thing: Standardized
testing is an inefficient method
of measuring student retention._Student achievement is
best measured through brief
assessments directly following
a content topic.
But even if scientific research
supported_standardized_testing,_there_are_other_reasons

that contribute to the ineffectiveness of such exams. Standardized testing caters to those
of a higher social and monetary
class. Rather than measuring
raw intelligence, standardized
tests measure one’s access to
resources.
Take two students who are
equally_gifted_academically.
One belongs to a family that
makes over six-figures a year.
The other belongs to a single
parent_household_struggling
to make ends meet. The latter
student cannot afford tutoring
and test prep materials. This
student even has limited study
time because they have a job or
younger siblings to take care
of. Who will perform higher on
the ACT college entrance exam?
The working class and people
of color are disproportionately
affected by standardized testing. The very structure of these
tests reflects the intellectual
language of privilege.
There are cases in which
standardized testing is a useful tool. Competitive graduate
programs like law school rely
on these test scores to select
applicants from a pool of tens of
thousands. Standardized testing scores can provide needed
scholarship opportunities for
low-income students. But standardized testing should not be
the standard. Add to the fact
that these tests exclude many
fields_ and_ concentrations,
many students cannot showcase their strengths through
such testing. Research and
case studies show us that it is
time to reform our school system into a space where everyone can succeed.

Standardized testing, like the
SAT and ACT, have been under
attack for quite some time
SUBJECT
TEST No.
now. As college students, we
probably all took either exam.
DATE
PERIOD
Furthermore,_we_probably
all hated practicing for those
tests and dreaded the examination date. Despite how one
A
B
C
D
may feel and the criticisms
people have toward standardA
B
C
D
ized testing, there are still
many valid reasons to keep it.
A
B
C
D
Despite popular consensus,
standardized testing is not an
A
B
C
D
inferior way to predict college
A
B
C
D
grades._In_fact,_the_College
Board says high school GPA
A
B
C
D
predicts 33% of a student’s
grade and standardized tests
A
B
C
D
predict 32%. However, using
both methods is best at preA
B
C
D
dicting grades, up to 42%. This
A
B
C
D
means that the tests are useful
at predicting performance and
A
B
C
D
not_as_ineffective_as_people
like to claim.
A
B
C
D
Another argument for these
tests
is that if a student perA
B
C
D
forms poorly in high school
because their school had a
A
B
C
D
bad curriculum and bad teachA
B
C
D
ers, the student still has a shot
at going to college by doing
A
B
C
D
well in the exam. Many people don’t really have a choice
A
B
C
D
when it comes to education
and suffer because of those cirA
B
C
D
cumstances. Removing those
A
B
C
D
exams removes a path that a
good student who went to a
A
B
C
D
lousy high school has when
it comes to entering college
A
B
C
D
because the student can no
longer show his or her skill
A
B
C
D
by doing good in the standarA
B
C
D
dized exam.
People could claim this would
A
B
C
D
not happen, but if standardized
Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
testing is able to help at least
A
B
C
D
NAME

one person, then we should
not be removing this person’s
opportunity._College_Board
data backs this up by showing
that kids with low high school
grades but with high SAT scores
perform better than students
with good high school grades
but low SAT scores.

With tests, students would be
matched to a school
where they would
feel comfortable
and be able to graduate with good
grades.
A final argument against the
removal of standardized testing is that it creates artificial
failures by mismatching students with their school. There
exists the possibility of a student going to an Ivy league
college but then having to
drop out because the level of
education was something the
student wasn’t prepared for.
Removing standardized testing simply delays when their
level of skill will show up later
in a person’s life. With tests,
students would be matched
to a school where they would
feel comfortable and be able
to graduate with good grades.
For these reasons, we should
keep the standardized testing
that exists at the moment.

RELIGION

An act of letting go: Praying with your whole heart
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
“To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without
breathing,” Martin Luther, one
of the leaders of the protestant reformation, once stated.
As Christians, we often see
group prayer and Bible study
as the foundation of our religious identity, the key to faith
and the backbone of a relationship with God. There are
countless books published on
prayer; every worship service
seems to begin and end with
prayer and we are encouraged to “take it to the Lord
in prayer.”
And yet, regardless of the

importance that prayer plays
in our religious experiences,
we sometimes echo the words
that C.S. Lewis wrote in “Letters
to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer.”
He stated, “Prayer is irksome …
We are reluctant to begin. We
are delighted to finish.”
When asked about the subject of prayer, a friend of mine
answered along these lines: “I
can do a Bible study anytime,
but prayer? I get so distracted,
fall asleep or I don’t even know
what to say.”
So, let’s analyze what we’ve
heard our whole lives and get
to the bottom of what prayer
really is, how we should do it

and why it’s important in the
first place.
Prayer is not a list of fancy
jumbled words or repeated
poetry. In fact, Jesus speaks
quite clearly on the topic. In
Matthew 6: 5-14, Jesus gives
us some guidelines for how
to pray.
First of all, we should
never use prayer to show off.
Secondly, prayer is more than
a ritual of vain repetitions, “For
they think that they will be
heard for their many words.”
(Matt. 6:7) But God knows
what we need even before we
ask Him. Prayer is more than
being heard. It’s more than a

list of “requests” and “praises.”
It’s being held in God’s arms of
grace, sitting in His presence
and “tasting and seeing that
the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8).
Prayer is an act of letting go,
listening, speaking and glorifying God, yet crying out to
Him as well. It’s authentic. It’s
real. A matchless privilege that
allows us to communicate to
the God of countless galaxies.
Prayer is about a relationship
and connection to God.
I fell in love with God through
prayer when I realized that
prayer is simply, “the opening of the heart to God as to a
friend” (Steps to Christ). It was

only then that I realized it was
more than a few mumbled
words before a meal. Suddenly,
I started to pray with my heart.
Sometimes I pray kneeling,
and other times I go for a walk.
Sometimes I pray with friends
and other times by myself.
Sometimes I pray out loud, and
other times I barely whisper as
tears slide down my cheeks.
Sometimes I pray with my eyes
closed and other times with
them wide open. But in all my
prayers, I want to pray with my
whole heart, fall more in love
with my Creator and spend a
slice of my time communicating with my Savior.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE

‘I want to live life slow’: Showing grace to yourself
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
“I think I’m moving too fast
through life. I’m busy … like
really busy,” a dear friend of
mine from back home, Lydia,
shared on her Instagram. “But
I want to live slow. I want to
taste every moment.”
While_mindlessly_scrolling
through my feed during class
on a Wednesday morning, I
paused after reading this. “I
want to live life slow.”
The phrase seemed out of
reach, as my full schedule and
always-busy lifestyle laughed
at the concept of a “slow” life.
However, her post really struck
a chord with me. I know Lydia;
she is a friend who has lived so
authentically and so fully, with
an amazing ability to appreciate the beautiful things in life
despite any circumstance.
This semester, I have been
rushing through life, constantly worried about preparing myself for the future:
worried about not having an
internship this summer, worried about what classes to take
next semester, worried about
whether or not I was doing the
right thing now so I would be
in the “right place” later.
Not 20 minutes later, I
noticed that I left class already
slightly anxious that I hadn’t
d r i v e n _ t o _ B ro c k _ f ro m _ t h e
dorm, meaning that I would
lose about 12 minutes of time
in walking back to my room. I
instantly felt like I was falling
slightly behind, despite having
woken up at 5:45 a.m. to get
ahead of my day. While walking
back to my room, I beat myself
up more for not being able to

enjoy the lovely weather in the
moment, as my mind egged
me on to walk faster and think
about everything that I had to
do that day.
“I want to live slow. I want to
taste every moment,” Lydia’s
words rung in my head. “You
need to slow down, Elise,” I
said to myself. I realized that
by constantly rushing to the
next deadline and always
brainstorming ideas of how to
get ahead, I was never actually
enjoying myself. For the entire
semester I had been asking,
“What’s the point of all this
stress?” Even when I made the
time to swim in the mornings
or style clothes in a photoshoot, which are some of my
favorite things, I could never
escape that feeling of needing
to rush through it rather than
enjoy it as it happened.
For the five days following the initial reading of Lydia’s words, I felt the tangible
change in my perspective and
feelings throughout the day.
Instead of waking up and feeling like I was already behind, I
woke up and went through the
motions of my morning routine, reminding myself to just
exist without constantly checking what time it was.
Although I was a few minutes behind, my morning was
actually_incredibly_relaxing,
and I wasn’t really bothered by
the three minutes “lost.” When
I felt myself drifting off in class
and awaiting for the 50 minutes to be over, I recognized
that I was once again rushing
time and that it would be best

to just relax and pay attention
to what the teacher was actually saying.
Suddenly, my days felt longer in the best way possible. By
fighting_that constant desire
to rush, get ahead and cram
as much into my day as possible, my days ended up more
productive in every aspect. My
work became more honest and
thoughtful, as I gave actual
attention_to_assignments
rather than rushing to just get
it done. I noticed more color
and felt more happiness while
driving with the windows down
to the coffee shop I was going
to study at rather than moving
on autopilot to get there as
fast as possible. By taking my
time in all that I do, I spent way
less time worrying about what
I had to do and way more time
actually enjoying the process
of doing it.
Living life slow doesn’t mean
working_less_hard_or_even
being any less busy. Living
life slow is simply a means of
giving yourself the reason to
work in the first place.
Instead_of_beating_ourselves up for not being able to
“live in the moment” or “relax
a little,” we can instead show
grace to ourselves by recognizing our anxious, rushing
attitudes and reminding ourselves to live life slow.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

#SAUlife
Ashton McMillen

Benjamin Olivier

Bailey DuBose @bay_what

Why is registering for classes an extreme sport?

Emily Carvajal @tis_me_em
The cinematic masterpiece that is Shrek 2 isn’t talked about enough

Lila Odhiambo @lilaodhiambo
I forgot my obsession with that little british man tom holland. i’m bringing
that back

ashton_mcmillen Spring has sprung! P.C.
@sshafferrcd #SAUlife

Zachary Kirstein

bigben_olivier not a doctor #SAUlife

Verenize Romero

Maddy Thomas @maddythomas99
Ok spring is nice and everything but these gigantic super strong wasps
ARE NOT IT

Samantha Schmidt @littleschmidt99
My period tracker app only goes through July of this year…is this some
kind of 2012 Mayan calander situation

zachwkirstein #SAUlife

Congratulations @miguel_manzo
Come pick up your gift card in the
Accent office.

Mia Chedalavada

romero_vz Be kind for no reason #SAUlife

Kaitlin Callahan

Kevin is looking to grab some refreshments after a long week. Find him for
the last time this year to receive

$10 Starbucks
Gift Card!
DM us on Instagram with a photo of
where Kevin is hiding in this issue
for a chance to win!
im_a_spindian_ almost done #SAUlife

_youuareloved Miami trip (spring break) #SAUlife
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CHATTER

Today 14
48-70

Online F21 Registration for Returning
Freshmen < 24 hours, Sophomores,
Juniors & Seniors
Student Employee Appreciation Week

Friday 16
46-68

Engage God Week
Student Employee Appreciation Week
6:30 & 8:00 p.m. – Vespers: Asian Heritage
8:14 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – AfterGlow
9:00 p.m. – Star Watch, Hickman
Parking Lot

Sunday 18
46-70

2:00 p.m. – The Psi Chi Induction and Senior
Recognition, Lynn Wood Hall Chapel
7:30 p.m. – Symphony Orchestra Concert,
Goliath Wall

Check out our new website!

www.southern-accent.org

Thursday 15
Online F21 Registration for Returning
Freshmen < 24 hours, Sophomores,
Juniors & Seniors
Student Employee Appreciation Week
Campus Research Day, Online
11:00 a.m. – Convocation: Hasel
Lectureship – Michael Hasel, Thatcher
Chapel/Online

Saturday

43-66

17

48-68
Engage God Week
Student Employee Appreciation Week
9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & YouTube & Live at the Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: Rhidge Garcia, Adoration
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: Rhidge Garcia, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. – Evensong, Online
8:15 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – Asian Night, Goliath Wall (Rain Location: Iles Gym)

Monday 19
Online F21 Registration for New/Transfer 43-70
Students

Tuesday 20
43-70

6:00 p.m. – Tornado Siren Test

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|14

Merissa Erb

Francis-Kyle Bautista

Nadine Peteros

Michael Garcia

Erin Belgrave

Friday |16

Daniella Gonzalez

Sebastian DeLorey

Dante Godeau

Zach Kirstein

Cate Flower

Daniel Kim

Isaiah Lee

Muang Gualnam

Dustin Kim

Adele Uta

Justin Kim

Kayla Maplanka

Mariana Velasquez

Jose Lizardo-Martinez

Nella McLean

April West

Elizabeth Mills

Leticia Venegas

Jason Williams

Ayana Uono

Janie Hoskinson

Colton Fleck

Thursday |15

Wella Slough

Ashton McMillen

Noah Banks

Aidan Sullivan

Crisbel Mendez

Megan Buffington

Joelle Toews

Charlia Ringer

Bryan Arvelo

Saturday |17
Justin Neal-Gillett
Scotty Stewart-Tapasco Sunday |18

Annalise Crawford

Monday |19

Rachel Elliott

Elan Anderson

Tuesday |20
Madeline Carritte

MASTER’S DEGREE
IN BUSINESS

Business With a Biblical Perspective
Southern’s Master of Business Administration
degree helps you acquire the skills you need to
be successful in today’s workforce—based on the
biblical principles of honesty, integrity, and high
ethical standards.
It’s convenient
All classes are online. Full- and part-time tracks are available,
and the MBA can be completed in as little as one year. With
careful planning, you can complete a bachelor’s degree AND a
master’s degree in ﬁve years!
It’s affordable
Southern’s competitively priced program is a valuable
investment in your future
Prep for CPA Review.
Students with an MBA Accounting emphasis may take the Wiley
CPAexcel review courses for six of their 12 elective hours.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies
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Southern invites students, employees to New policy
celebrate President Smith’s retirement fights hate
speech on
campus
Christina Coston
Managing Editor
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief

an_academic_institution,_Dr.
Smith modeled the love of Jesus
at every step.”
Before becoming Southern
president, Smith served as president of Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska, and senior pastor of the Collegedale Church
of Seventh-day Adventists. In
addition to his years serving
as a Southern professor and
administrator, he is connected
to the university through family.
His wife and two daughters are
all Southern graduates.
In a press release issued on
Oct. 1, the university praised
Smith for his leadership in revising Southern’s mission, vision
and values; developing a comprehensive strategic plan and
focusing on Southern’s endowment fund that experienced a
$15 million increase as part of the
recently completed Campaign for
Excellence in Faith and Learning.
Smith also established the position of Vice President for Spiritual
Life as part of his ongoing efforts
to foster a nurturing, Christ-centered environment on campus,
according to the press release.
Under his leadership, the univer-

L a s t _ s e m e s t e r, _ t h e _ S t u dent_Development_Committee_enacted_the_Freedom_of
Expression and Public Assembly and Forum Policy. The policy outlines appropriate and inappropriate speech, according to
Vice President for Student Development Dennis Negrón.
The_Student_Development
Committee, which is made up of
both students and staff, began
developing the policy during
the 2020 school year, according
to Negrón. He said the committee decided to create the policy
in an effort to shield the school
from lawsuits.
"We were reacting to ... legal
counsels of higher education saying that if you don't have a policy
that deals with personal expression, you are leaving yourself
open for lawsuits," Negrón said.
According to President David
Smith, in addition to guarding
Southern from potential lawsuits, the Freedom of Expression and Public Assembly and
Forum Policy is an effort to to
dissuade hate speech.
"I think hate speech particularly has really grown in recent
years," Smith said. "And, it's just
the opposite of how we would
like people to communicate on
our campus."
Sophomore_nursing_major
Natalie_Marden_said_she_has
witnessed hate speech on campus in the form of slurs. She
believes the policy is a good
addition to campus.
"I_think_personal_freedoms
should end where hurting others begins," Marden said. "Hate
speech can create an environment of fear and dread on campus that may hurt those affected
by it. Everyone should have a
right to feel safe on this campus."
Junior social work major Seth
Bermudez said he has been sub-

See SMITH on page 3

See POLICY on page 3

Monday, April 19, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

David Smith poses for a picture in his office. Smith is retiring at the end of the school year. A farewell parade will be held in his honor on
Monday, April 26.

Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
When Southern Adventist University President David Smith
began his five-year tenure, he
likened the experience to being
part of an unfolding narrative.
“God is the author of Southern’s story,” Smith said during his
Oct. 13 inauguration ceremony,
according to a Columns magazine article published in 2016.
“And I believe that the best part
of Southern’s story is yet to be
written. I am excited to be part of
that story.”
Now, nearly five years later,
Smith is closing that chapter of
his life as he faces his fast-approaching retirement. On Monday, April 26, Southern will bid
farewell to him and his wife, Cherie, during a parade and program
celebrating his leadership as the
university’s 26th president.
“It is impossible to put into
words how I feel after teaching
Southern Adventist University
students for 17 years and now
serving as president for five
years,” said Smith, who previously served as an English professor and chair of the university’s English Department. “I have
so many good memories.”

The celebration will begin at 12
p.m. at Taylor Circle, where the
Smiths will be picked up in front
of Wright Hall by the driver of a
Buick convertible, accompanied
by a motorcycle escort. According to the invitation that will be
sent out to staff and students,
participants are encouraged to
“pick up a horn, cowbell, pompoms or signs on the porch of
Wright Hall” as Smith and his wife
round Taylor Circle.
The festivities will continue in
the white outdoor tent located
by the Hulsey Wellness Center.
Due to COVID-19, only those who
have RSVP’d with the link sent in
the invitation can attend the program. The ceremony will begin
with a welcome and prayer by
Matthew Tolbert, a professor in
the School of Education and Psychology, followed by a presentation and gift from the Southern
Board of Trustees, which will be
presented by Board Chairman
Ron Smith and Vice-Chair Elder
Jim Davidson.
Also scheduled to speak at the
event, which will include a brass
quintet, are Collegedale Mayor
Katie Lamb, Southern Vice President of Academic Administration

Students share their
experiences with last
week's vaccine drive
María José Morán
Lead Reporter
The_School_of_Nursing_at
Southern, in partnership with
the Health Department in Chattanooga, held two on-campus
vaccination_events_over_the
past weekend.
They were the second and third
events of that nature at Southern.
One was held last Friday and the
other was held on Sunday. The
three events combined reached
an estimate of 2,000 vaccinated
people, including students, faculty and community members.
The events were organized by
Jill Buchholz and Kerry Allen, who
are both professors in the School
of Nursing.
“I reached out [to the Health
Department]_and_offered _ to
help,” Buchholz said.
According to Buchholz, after
working with the Health Department for a few months, the director reached out to her and asked
her to be a partner, which would
give Southern several options
for how to help vaccinate people
around campus. Out of all the
options, however, it was decided

to set up a vaccination site at
Southern.
After the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine_was_halted,_Southern
was given the option to choose
the Moderna or the Pfizer vaccine, according to Buchholz. The
School_of_Nursing_ultimately
decided to go with the Moderna
vaccine because its wait period
for a second dose is longer. If
they had chosen the Pfizer vaccine, the second shot event
would have had to be held on
graduation weekend, which was
more inconvenient to work out.
“The transition to Moderna has
not been bad,” Buchholz said.
“There [are] people who were
counting on the Johnson & Johnson vaccine but won’t be able to
get it now.”
Nonetheless,_there_will_be
some people who will not be
able to get their second dose of
Moderna at Southern because
they are leaving right after
school ends.
One of those students is Helen
See VACCINE on page 2

Bob Young, Senior Vice President
of Financial Administration Tom
Verrill, Associate Pastor of Collegedale Church of Seventh-day
Adventists Carole Verrill and SA
President Sheryl Kambuni. The
ceremony will close with prayer
led by Joseph Khabbaz.

I believe that
the greatest
impact Dr. Smith
had on Southern
through his time
serving is that he
operated from a
place of love.
“I believe that the greatest
impact Dr. Smith had on Southern through his time serving is
that he operated from a place of
love,” said Kambuni in a recent
interview with the Accent. “In
every meeting or interaction
I had with Dr. Smith, his care
and concern for the well-being
of the student body was clear.
Especially in this pandemic, one
of the hardest times to navigate

Enactus makes Southern history,
places third in a national competition

Friday, April 16, 2021. (Photo by Mason Harmon)

Southern's 2020-2021 Enactus officers and sponsor. This past Friday, Enactus placed third in the Enactus United States National Exposition World Cup Qualifier Competition, the first time the team made it this far.

Amanda Blake
Lead Reporter
Southern’s_Enactus_team
placed third in this year’s Enactus
United States National Exposition
World Cup Qualifier Competition.
This was the first time Southern’s
team made it into the semifinals,
or top 16, of the annual competition. So, the team actually broke
three records by also making it
into the final four and then placing_third,_according_to_senior
accounting_major_and_Enactus

President Ashley Blake.
According_to_business_professor and Enactus sponsor Michelle
Doucoumes,_Enactus_United
States has over 400 teams at various colleges across the country.
Blake_said_this_year,_45_teams
participated_in_the_World_Cup
Qualifier Competition.
Senior business administration
major and Enactus Vice President
Sabrina Alward said participating
Enactus_teams_presented_their

projects_and_accomplishments
from the past year via video to
numerous_C-suite_executives
from_large_corporations_such
Walmart_and_Pepsi._The_executives_then_scored_the_teams
based_on_their_entrepreneurial
leadership,_innovation,_use_of
business principles and sustainable positive impact. Alward said
for the past three years, SouthSee ENACTUS on page 2
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NEWS
Southern alumnus
Dylan Gibbons helping
community with bail funds
Alana Crosby
Staff Writer
Chattanoogans in Action for
Love, Equality, & Benevolence
(CALEB),_a_nonprofit_organization_tackling_rising_pretrial
incarceration_rates,_recently
hired_Southern_alum_Dylan
Gibbons as its first manager.
According to Gibbons, CALEB is
a network of different organizations that have come together
to address and create demonstrable methods for dealing with
issues in the community.
Born in California and raised in
Massachusetts, Gibbons majored
in social work before graduating
from Southern in 2020. He has
always been interested in working with criminal justice reform
and being involved in changing
the community for the better.
“ This_organization_really
appealed to me because they’re
doing a lot of policy work as
well, addressing some of the
problems in Hamilton County
and_Chattanooga,_including
its criminal justice, economic
mobility and education reform,”
Gibbons said.
Gibbons discovered the job
opening for the bail fund manager position thanks to Kristie
Wilder, a professor in Southern’s
School of Social Work. Wilder_
referred_Gibbons_for the job.
And, in December of last year,
Gibbons moved from Massachusetts to Tennessee to work
for CALEB.
CALEB was founded in 2017.
Its goal is to bring together different groups in the community,
such as churches, labor unions,
nonprofits and other groups that
have the same vision of helping
the community and representing
its needs, according to the infor-

mation on its website.
A few of Gibbons’ specific tasks
include creating a volunteer network, increasing referrals and
getting the information about
the bail fund to the community.
According_to_Gibbons,_the
success of the bail fund can be
witnessed in the growing awareness of the resource. In addition, CALEB received organized
office space that makes it easier
for reaching people and bailing
them out.
Since joining the CALEB task
force as bail fund manager, Gibbons said he has seen the program continue to expand and
grow. According to Gibbons, the
community has helped bail out
11 or 12 individuals this year.
“The bail fund went from having a loose network of volunteers
running it to [a] paid staff member, which would be me, managing the ins and outs of the bail
fund,” Gibbons said. “We've been
able to get a physical office space
located in one of the most at-risk
communities in our city.”
According_to_Gibbons,_this
year, CALEB aims to free 200 individuals from Silverdale Detention
Center and Hamilton County Jail.
On April 14, CALEB appeared on
WRCB-TV, to discuss the Black
Mamas Bailout Campaign, which
aims to free 15 Black mothers in
the community by Mother’s Day.
“The_goal_of_CALEB_is_to
empower_the_people_within
their communities, to collectively
identify issues of concern, work
towards an effective resolution
and amplify the power of residents, and to enhance the quality
of life,” Gibbons said.

(Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Dylan Gibbons. Gibbons works for nonprofit organization, CALEB.
He graduated from Southern with a degree in social work in 2020.

Corrections and Clarification
The_Southern_Accent_takes_complaints_about_inaccuracy
seriously._To_fix_errors_or_misinformation,_we_will_publish,
with_some_limited_exceptions,_corrections_or_clarifications._To_
report_mistakes,_email_us_at_accent@southern.edu_or_reach_us_
through_our_social_media accounts.

Southern Accent
The Accent encourages
readers to write articles
and voice their opinions. However,
the views expressed do not
necessarily reflect the opinions
of the Accent, Southern Adventist
University, or the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

Friday, April 16, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Mark Marbun receives the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. On Friday and Sunday, Southern held a vaccination
event for students and employees.

VACCINE

continued from page 1
Faulk, a senior psychology major
who got her first dose of the
Moderna vaccine this past Friday.
According to Faulk, not being
able to get a second dose on
campus is “a little inconvenient,
but not a big deal.”
The vaccine has also been
distributed to students such as
junior mathematics major Juan
Moran under different circumstances.
“I feel good [about getting my
vaccine] because it shows that
the issue is so relevant that they
are not excluding people because
of their background,” Moran said.

“Instead, they are encouraging
everyone who is part of this community to get it.”
Moran, who is originally from
Honduras, stated that he feels
“privileged because [the vaccine]
would have been harder to get in
[his] home country.”
In order to accomplish its
vaccination_goals,_the_School
of Nursing has partnered with
the Collegedale Church of Seventh-day_Adventists,_which
allows the school to use church
facilities for better access to community members who wish to
get vaccinated.
Due to the great reach of these

events, the School of Nursing
has asked for volunteers to help
with logistics and the vaccination of attendees. Some of those
volunteers, which include some
nursing students, have even
been able to receive service
learning credit.
“I didn’t do it for the credit,”
said Emily Suciu, junior nursing
major. “I just did it to help out and
to practice giving shots.”
The last vaccination event for
the_Winter_2021_semester_will
take place on May 16, when people can get their second dose of
the vaccine, or the first dose if
they haven't gotten it.

April 12 and when they found out
they made it into the final four on
April 14.
“We_just_all_screamed_and
got_really_excited,”_said_Blake,
describing the team’s reaction to
making it into the semifinals. “It
was a really fun moment.”
When the team made it into
the final four, the reaction was
even more emotional.
“There were more people this
time,” Blake said. “I think we just
attracted a crowd of business students who happened to be in the
hallway because we were freaking out. ... I was crying.”

ers during that time.
“When school started, we were
ready to go,” Blake said. “We had
all our leadership. We knew what
projects we were doing because
we had met multiple times, and
I think that’s why we did so well.”
Alward and Doucoumes agree
that the leadership team’s early
efforts helped them succeed
in this year’s competition, but
both also give credit to former
Enactus leaders.
“As much as I want to gloat
and stuff like that, they have all
equally put in so much work,”
Alward said. “They gave us such
a strong foundation to stand on.”
“Really, we’re building off of the
successes of past years,” Doucoumes said.
Blake, Alward and Doucoumes
also said that Southern staying
open amid the COVID-19 pandemic could have given their
team an upper hand over some
other teams.
Blake said the greatest thing
she learned from this experience was that Southern’s Enactus
team needs students in majors
other than business to succeed
even though Enactus is a club run
through the School of Business.
“Don’t feel like you need to be
a business major to join,” Blake
said. “Business is the mission, but
we need all of the talents combined to be able to do that."
Doucoumes_said_she_is
extremely_proud_of_this_year’s
team,_and_she_believes_future
teams can achieve the same level
of success.
“I think this breaks a level we’ve
been at for a while,” Doucoumes
said. “And, now that we know we
can break that barrier, I think we
can do it again.”

ENACTUS

continued from page 1
ern’s Enactus team got second
place in the first round of the
competition.
“2021 is the first year that we
not only got to semi-finals, but to
the final four,” Blake said.
“We can now technically kind
of say that [Southern] has one of
the top four Enactus teams in the
country,” Alward said. “So, very,
very big stuff.”
Alward, who coordinated the
team’s competition effort, said
she began preparing last December. In previous years, participating Enactus teams presented
live. But, due to COVID-19, they
created_video_presentations
for the last two competitions.
Although this meant that this
year’s presenters did not have to
memorize a script, the preparation process took more organizing and planning, according to
Alward. She said she had to plan
far enough ahead to give the
video editor, junior finance major
and Enactus Vice President of
Marketing Derek Schroer, and his
team enough time to construct
a quality video. Blake said she
first believed their team could
progress further than Southern’s
team had ever done when she
saw the completed presentation.
“When we saw the final product, I was like, ‘Yeah, I think we’re
going to do it,’” Blake said.
The_team_submitted_its
video_presentation,_annual
report, team bio and a few other
informational_videos_to_the
judges on April 4.
Blake said she, Alward, Doucoumes and a few other Enactus
members were in the Enactus
office on the third floor of Brock
Hall when they found out they
made it into the semifinals on
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We can now
technically
kind of say that
[Southern] has
one of the top
four Enactus
teams in the
country.
According to Blake, Doucoumes
also won an Enactus United States
award this year called the Sam
Walton Fellow Award for her leadership of Southern’s team. Blake
said no Southern Enactus sponsor
has ever received that award, and
Doucoumes will be recognized on
Enactus United States’ website.
When_asked_what_made_this
year’s_Enactus_team_different,
Blake, Alward and Doucoumes all
mentioned the early work their
leadership team put into forming
their team and projects. According to Blake, the leadership team
was created at the beginning of
last May. And, for the first time
ever, they hired a business intern
over_the_summer._They_also
selected all their project manag-
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continued from page 1
ject to demeaning comments on
campus. Bermudez supports the
Freedom of Expression and Public Assembly and Forum Policy.
"I appreciate any push for canceling hate speech on this campus," Bermudez said.
Senior_chemistry_major_Tyler
Fisher_has not personally experienced hate speech on campus
but_believes_the_policy_will_be
helpful for those who have.
"[I think the policy is a good
idea] to help ensure people feel
comfortable_on_this_campus,"
Fisher_said._"If_people_realize
they_can't_say_[hateful]_things
and there are actual deterrents,
then I am all for [the policy]."
The policy does not discourage_students_from_discussing
controversial topics. It states that
these topics should be discussed
in a respectful manner. Additionally, the policy notes that some
topics discussed in class may be
contrary_to_Southern's_values.
According_to_the_policy,_such
topics should only be discussed
if_the_academic_department
believes it is valuable to learning.
"[The policy] does not affect
what goes on in the classroom,"
Negrón said. "... We have academic policies that dictate what
can_happen_in_the_classroom.
And_those_academic_policies
determine_how_a_professor
chooses content."
Smith said he believes it is

appropriate to discuss difficult
topics in the classroom, but
he_notes_that_these_conversations should be done in a
polite manner.
"Do it in a way that shows that
we respect other people, we love
other people [and] we care about
other people," Smith said.
Recently, the University Senate
approved a version of the Freedom_of_Expression_and_Public
Assembly and Forum Policy for
employees._According_to_Matthew_Tolbert,_chair_of_the_University Senate and associate professor in the School of Education
and Psychology, the employee
policy was created as a response
to the student policy.
Tolbert said the policy does not
outline what is appropriate to
discuss in the classroom setting.
However, like the student policy,
it seeks to encourage respectful
discussion of controversial topics. If a faculty member is found
abusing the policy, he or she will
be subject to the Discipline Policy, according to Tolbert.
Tolbert said the new policy's
main purpose is to "provide
helpful guidelines for the meaningful expression of ideas that
are consistent with our mission
and values._This_will_help_facilitate interactions on campus
that are respectful and contribute to better understanding of
important issues."

Photo courtesy of Marketing and University Relations

David Smith and his wife, Cherie. Cherie retired earlier this year from her pastoral position at the Collegedale
Church of Seventh-day Adventists.

SMITH

continued from page 1
sity also created the position of
Senior Advisor for Diversity.
When Smith retires in May, he
will have served Southern for a
total of 22 years. His wife retired
earlier this year from her pastoral role at Collegedale Church of
Seventh-day Adventists. Smith
said they plan to remain in Collegedale after his retirement.
Ken Shaw, president of Southwestern Adventist University in
Keene, Texas,, has been selected
by_the_Board_of_Trustees_to
replace Smith as president.
“During Dr. Smith’s five years at
Southern, he has often reminded
us who work for him to remember what our values are and to

apply those values to those we
serve and to those we work with,”
said Dennis Negrón, vice president for Student Development.
During a recent Accent interview, Smith reflected on his tenure, both as a professor and
administrator.
“... When I taught here, I loved
interacting with the students,” he
said. “I had fun with them in class,
played with them on the ball
fields, shared with them through
Vespers or chapel talks, prayed
with them, counseled them, and
in so many ways shared life’s
journey with them.
“The last five years as president
have been more challenging,” he
continued. “Leading the univer-

sity and making so many difficult
decisions have caused me to feel
more isolated from students and
employees. COVID-19 has only
intensified that feeling.”
Yet, Smith said, he has no
doubt that God will continue
leading the university as it enters
a new chapter.
“Southern is a very special
school with dedicated employees and great students. I have a
lot of confidence in its future,” he
said. “For more than 125 years,
God has seen this school through
every challenge. And, I believe He
will continue to guide and bless
this special place."

Letter from the outgoing editor: Words of goodbye

Tuesday, April 6, 2021. (Photo by Alexia Benardo)

Paola Mora Zepeda, outgoing editor-in-chief of the Southern Accent.
Mora Zepeda has served as editor for two years.

Paola Mora Zepeda
Outgoing Editor-in-Chief
During my first year as editorin-chief of the Southern Accent,
there was a point when I really
considered resigning from the
position. I was stressed and tired
to the point where I would sometimes break down crying. I stuck
it out until the end of the year
and was happy that I did. But,

when we published our last issue
that winter semester, I had no
intention of doing the job again.
So, it is ironic that I am writing a
goodbye letter once more.
Looking back, however, I would
not trade the experience of working with the Accent for anything
in the world. I’ve learned and
grown so much during these

past two years — the second one
being better than the first one.
Our_team_has_recorded
history:_a_global_pandemic,
civil unrest, elections and the
response of the university and
its students throughout all of it.
Though the job is arduous and,
oftentimes, seemingly not appreciated enough, I am a strong
believer that journalism makes
a difference. Being a part of this
student-led newspaper has been
the highlight of my college years.
I can’t help but feel a mix of emotions as I write this letter knowing it will be my last issue. But, I
also can’t part without thanking
the people who got me through
this period.
I would first like to thank the
Southern Accent team for all the
work they’ve put in. The Accent is
a team effort of over 24 individuals. Many don’t realize the hours
of work each person gives to put
out a single issue. I would especially like to thank Professor Alva
James-Johnson. She has been the
best adviser anyone could ask
for. Every week, she pushes us
to do better and has stood up for
the newspaper time after time.
Of course, I would also like to
thank the School of Journalism
and Communication (SJC). From
day one, I’ve had the privilege of
counting on the professors’ undivided support. They have always

advocated for student media
while at the same time providing
constructive criticism. I’ve said
this before and I’ll say it again:
To me, the SJC is more than a
department — it is a family.

Our team
has recorded
history: a global
pandemic, civil
unrest, elections
and the response
of the University
and its students
throughout
all of it.
Another person I’d like to give
a shoutout to is our previous
editor-in-chief Tierra Hayes. Her
vision for the Accent saved journalism here at Southern. She
inspired and guided many of us;
the excellence of her work still
leaves a legacy even now that she
is gone.
In addition, I could not have
done this without my friends —
especially Betsy Cortez, Abigail
Martin, Anne Pondi and Monica
Mendoza. They have seen me at
my best and worst throughout
this journey and always encour-

aged me to keep on pushing.
Two people I cannot leave out
of this are my parents. Every
Monday night while I am copyediting, my mom and dad text
me to let me know that they are
praying for us. They have been
my two biggest fans since day
one and have believed in me
even when I didn’t.
Thank you, Megan Yoshioka,
for taking on the challenge to
become the Accent’s new editorin-chief. I am so proud of how
far you’ve come. I really admire
your work ethic and the passion
to serve. I can’t wait to see what
you do next year — whatever it is,
I know it will be great.
Finally, I have to thank God.
He gave me the strength to get
through two years, and the passion to do this job.
After 75 issues of working with
the Southern Accent — 53 serving as editor-in-chief — I find it
hard to believe that this journey
has come to an end. Believe it or
not, I have loved every moment
of it and will even miss the late
nights and stressful deadlines. I
feel blessed to do what I love and
encouraged to keep on growing
as I move forward. Thank you,
Southern_Adventist_University,
for trusting the Southern Accent
to_be_the_students’_voice_and
allowing me to be a part of it.

Letter from the incoming editor: Excited for what's ahead
Megan Yoshioka
Incoming Editor-in-Chief
I first became involved with
the Southern Accent because it
was required for a news reporting class. This was in the beginning of my sophomore year. I
was extremely shy and intimidated._The_professor,_Accent
adviser_Alva_James-Johnson,
told_me_I_looked_like_I_was
about_to_cry._However,_as_I
gained more experience with
conducting_ interviews_ and
writing articles, I learned to set
aside my fears just to get each
assignment done.
I am not sure when I actually started to enjoy the process. But after the class ended,
I_found_myself_wanting_to
become more involved in student_journalism._I_became
a_lead_reporter_and_covered
the Student Association election on campus. And, I contin-

ued writing stories remotely
during the spring and summer
quarantine last year. When I
returned to campus, I became
a copyeditor. Now, at the end
of my junior year, I am in training to serve as next year’s editor-in-chief.
My main goal for next year
is_to_strengthen_two-way
communication between the
Accent and the student body.
I want to provide outlets for
students to send feedback or
post tips through social media.
If students want to become
more involved by contributing
articles, stories or opinions, I
want to encourage that by providing easier means of contact
with the editors.
I also want to expand topic
coverage in the sports section.
The Accent has been covering mainly national and inter-

national sports stories. Next
year, I want to include on-campus sports events as well.
I recognize that next year will
be difficult. Just like when I was
in the news reporting class, I
am feeling a little intimidated
and nervous. But I am also
excited for the new experience.
I_appreciate_the_guidance
and support from this year’s
Accent team, especially from
Paola_Mora_and_Professor
Johnson._They_have_taught
me and continue to teach me
many valuable things. I hope
to use those lessons to better
serve and be a voice for the
student body.
I look forward to working
with next year’s team and serving as your editor-in-chief for
the 2021-2022 academic year.
Monday, August 24, 2020. (Photo by Xander)

Megan Yoshioka, incoming editor-in-chief of the Southern Accent.
Yoshioka will serve as editor for the 2021-2022 school year.
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NEWS

ASIAN NIGHT

Grace Moon and Woobin Bong perform a traditional Korean dance.

Saturday April 17, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Saturday April 17, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Ethan David, Issac Abraham and Justice Welch represent India on stage.

Saturday April 17, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Ji Lian Firman, Qian Ma and Emily Dee perform a traditional fan dance from China.
Saturday April 17, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Ethan Dee looks toward the stage as other performers finish their dance.

Saturday April 17, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Joshua Pongsitiphon watches the introduction video before his performance representing Japan.

Saturday April 17, 2021. (Photo by Lila Odhiambo)

Tricia Pakpahan performs a dance representing the Pacific Islands.
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COLLEGEDALE NEWS

Collegedale experiences housing shortage
Bailey DuBose
Collegedale News Editor
Aubri Dancek
Lead Reporter
As_discussions_about_the
Collegedale residency requirement for a new city manager
got under way, commissioners
expressed concerns about the
lack of houses available for purchase in the city of Collegedale.
At_a_March_16_commission
meeting,_commissioners_met
with_Municipal_Management
Consultant Honna Rogers, from
Municipal_Technical_Advisory
Services (MTAS), to go over the
city manager hiring process.
At the meeting, Commissioner
Ethan White voiced his concern
and questioned the Collegedale
residency requirement that was
listed in the job posting.
“That’s a huge concern,” White
said._“As_a_real_estate_agent,
there are no homes available in
the City of Collegedale, except
for the new construction that is

in the $500,000 range.”
At_the_April_8_commission
meeting, when Rogers was giving an update to the city manager on the hiring process, Commissioner Debbie Baker asked
them about the Collegedale residency requirement. Vice Mayor
Tim Johnson then said they had
yet to vote on the issue.
During that discussion, Johnson further commented:, “The
housing market, as tight as it
is right now, there’s not a lot
of houses. And when they do
come up, they sell pretty quick.”
According to the Planning and
Economic Development Director for the City of Collegedale,
K. Andrew Martin, there is a
housing_shortage_across_the
nation. Collegedale, specifically,
has been experiencing it for the
past 18 months.

“A housing shortage is definitely a concern, but lengthy
tenure in a home is not typically
a cause for alarm,” Martin said.
“..._My_professional_insight_is
the nation hasn’t experienced a
housing shortage of this magnitude since the years following
World War II. The solution to
that crisis, along with the development of the Interstate Highway System, forever altered the
shape and form of urban and
suburban development.”
As of April 14, data from the
Chattanooga_Area_Realtors
Association, shows that there
are only nine active listings
of_single_family_properties
(including_townhouses_and
condominiums)_for_sale_that
are inside the Collegedale city
limits._According_to_Martin,
that is nine listings in a city of

around 12,000 residents.
“Collegedale_is_around_12
square_miles,_but_land_suitable for housing is not plentiful either due to topography
(slopes/flood_plains)_or_the
fact_that_some_area_stakeholders have purchased land
and placed it in a land trust,
thereby removing its development potential,” Martin said.
“Although opportunity for new
housing still exists, raw land
prices_have_remained_high
compared to historical norms.”
According_to_Martin,_Collegedale is subject to the classic dueling forces of supply
and demand. He listed many
market forces that are at play
during this time. The demand
and price of building materials have increased 100 to 200
percent from pre-COVID levels.

The cost also rose during quarantine since many sought to
improve living space by adding
on or remodeling.
Martin also said the Millennial
transition from rental to ownership has begun. The April 2020
tornado_further_affected_the
Chattanooga market, which left
an additional demand for building materials locally.
“The end result is a historically
tight_housing_market,_which
has led to huge increases in
asking prices, and large reductions in the time a home is on
the market before sale,” Martin
said._ “Consequently,_the_Chattanooga market is seeing ‘West
Coast’ style bidding wars, and
homes selling over asking price.”

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

SPORTS

NBA prepares for the Chauvin verdict MLB stars
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor
T h e _N a t i o n a l _B a s k e t b a l l
Association has instructed its
teams to be wary of the impact
of the verdict in the ongoing
Derek Chauvin trial. Chauvin
is charged with second-degree
murder,_third-degree_murder_and_second-degree_manslaughter. George Floyd,_the
man whose death is the reason
for the trial, was a longtime
friend of former NBA champion Stephen Jackson. Jackson
won the 2003 NBA championship as a member of the San
Antonio Spurs.
Final arguments were held
on Monday, April 18, meaning
the impact could be seen by

the middle or end of this week.
Floyd’s_death_was_met_with
rousing anger from NBA stars,
including LeBron James, Jaylen
Brown, Myles Turner, Bradley
Beal and Rudy Gobert. Even
Golden State Warriors coach
Steve Kerr joined the conversation. James posted to his Instagram in perhaps the loudest
cry, captioning the image, “Do
you understand NOW!!??!!?? Or
is it still blurred to you??”
This isn’t the first time the
sports world has stopped due
to social injustice or current
events. Many teams canceled
games_in_boycott_over_the
police shooting of Jacob Blake

in_Wisconsin._This_occurred
while the NBA was in its Disneyland bubble to prevent the
spread_of_the_coronavirus.
The protest lasted three days,
led by Milwaukee boycotting
a playoff game. TNT analyst
Kenny Smith even walked off
the set in solidarity with the
players’ protest.
The_Timberwolves_and
Brooklyn_Nets_protested_by
canceling their game last week
after Daunte Wright was shot
in Minneapolis — the same
city that Chauvin worked. The
verdict, which, as of Monday,
April 19, appears to be anyone’s guess at this point, can

be likened to the Brett Hankison verdict.
Hankison was charged with
wanton_endangerment,_but
there are no charges related
to Breonna Taylor’s death. The
verdict was met with protests
and had NBA stars, such as
James, up in arms. The same
thing could end up happening
here with Chauvin’s verdict.
This is obviously not the first
time the NBA (or the greater
s p o r t s _w o r l d ) _h a s _b e c o m e
entangled with social justice
issues and protests. It’s also
not going to be the last, if
things continue this way.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves

off to hot
start
Zach Roberts
Sports Editor

The MLB season is officially
underway, and some players
have_gotten_off_to_blistering_starts. While the statistical success may not last the
entire season, here are some
of the noteworthy beginnings
to the season.
Ronald Acuña, Jr.
Acuña is off to a white-hot
start_for_the_Atlanta_Braves.
He’s hit seven_home runs in
just_18_games,_leading_the
league. He’s on pace for 58 on
the year. Acuña is also second
in the National League with a
.433 batting average. His 26
hits are an MLB high.
Jacob deGrom
deGrom continues to make
his case as the top pitcher in
all of baseball. His Saturday
start for the New York Mets
saw_nine_consecutive_strikeouts, one shy of Tom Seaver’s
MLB record. He finished the
game_with_14_and_leads_the
National League with 35 total
strikeouts.
Byron Buxton
Buxton seems to finally be
putting it all together for the
Minnesota Twins. He’s started
with 1.4 Wins Above Replacement (WAR). In just 15 games,
that puts Buxton on pace for
well over 10 WAR, putting him
at MVP level with ease.
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EDITORIAL

Can the Accent be trusted? Editors speak out
Christina Coston
Managing Editor
Paola Mora Zepeda
Editor-in-Chief
During a critical conversation
meeting_on_March_11,_2021,
School of Journalism and Communication (SJC) professors Stephen Ruf and Alva James-Johnson_presented_on_the_topic
of the credibility of the press.
Among_the_questions_asked
from_the_audience,_someone
brought up this concern:
“My faith in the credibility of the
Southern Accent is gone,” the
comment, submitted through
Slido, read “… It seems as if the
Accent has become more interested in inflammatory articles
and less about just telling the
news. How do we keep credibility on our campus? How do we
say that we can trust the press
when even on our campus our
local paper is producing inflammatory articles?”
Prior to the meeting, Johnson,
who is also the Accent’s adviser,
had requested an internal audit
in response to complaints from
a_faculty_member_and_a_few
administrators regarding what
was perceived as negative coverage of the university by the
Accent._Johnson_assigned_an
SJC student worker not associated with the Accent to the task,
allowing the student to independently audit an 18-month
period of Accent coverage.
T h e _ re s u l t s _ s h ow e d _ t h a t
from Sept. 12, 2019, to March

10, 2021, the Southern Accent
published 355 news articles.
Out of this number, 92%, were
d e e m e d _n o n - c o n t rov e r s i a l
while 8% covered controversial
topics. In addition, 67% of the
articles painted the school in
a positive light, 13% in a negative one and 20% of the articles
were neutral.
While_most_of_the_Accent’s
articles_contain_a_positive
theme, at times negative issues
are addressed in our stories.
However, the Accent does not
intend for these articles to be
“inflammatory,” arousing angry
or violent feelings, but rather
to reflect the sentiments of
those who make up the campus. These negative issues are
just as important to report on
as the positive ones. We aim to
write such stories in an objective manner.
According to Southern’s 20202021_Undergraduate_catalog,
student publications and productions are “a vital part of” the
university.
“When exercised in the spirit
of Christian fellowship, responsible freedom of expression and
debate of issues enhances the
university community,” the catalog reads. “Editors and producers are encouraged to express
themselves_freely_within_the
parameters of the philosophy,
standards,_and_mission_statement of the University.
“Student media are the voices
of_both_students_and_faculty,
representing_the_visual_and

creative arts, both in print and
non-print formats,” the passage
continues._“The student media
provides a marketplace of ideas
in a university environment.”

When media is
censored, it endangers the true
representation
of a group and
the rights of individuals to access
transparent information.
At the Southern Accent, we
take our role very seriously. Like
most newspapers, we aim to
keep the community — in this
case students, parents, alumni
and_employees_—_informed
about ongoing issues as well as
to hold leaders accountable to
their constituents. This is a twoway street, as that same community also needs to ensure the
news team that serves them is
balanced, fair and accurate. The
Accent has strived to maintain
such standards under the current leadership.
Last_year,_we_added_a_correction box to the newspaper.
When mistakes are made, we
recognize_and_correct_those
errors as quickly as possible,
both online and in print. Just
as_we_encourage_students_to
voice_their_opinions,_we_also
encourage employees to reach

out to us if they feel they are
inaccurately_represented._We
have_even_invited_critics_to
write_letters_to_the_editors
voicing their concerns, but few
have accepted the offer.
The Accent also believes there
needs to be more cooperation
between Southern employees
and reporters in order to provide the most accurate and balanced articles. If sources do not
respond to requests for information or interviews in a timely
manner, it is difficult to write
balanced_stories._As_found
in_the_employee_handbook,
Southern supports employees’
contribution to the Accent.
“Faculty,_staff_and_administrators are encouraged to participate in the marketplace of
ideas_as_sources_of_accurate
information, and as contributing writers,” the policy states
in article 1540. “Their participation provides a balance. For
student media to have credibility, it must accurately and fairly
report the truth, set the record
straight, and dispel rumor.”
While_the_Accent_strives_to
report on most issues affecting
students, faculty or the Southern community, we feel that the
newspaper has been unable to
report on some important topics due to censorship from various levels of departments. The
Accent should not be a marketing tool but a student-produced medium that serves as
a channel of information that
pursues truth.

We’ve been asked not to share
pictures of students who do not
comply_with_Southern’s_dress
code or current COVID-19 policy,_for_example,_even_when
these pictures are not staged.
While it would make sense to
follow these guidelines for a
marketing_publication,_withholding such images in a news
publication creates an inaccurate depiction of those we are
trying to represent.
When media is censored, it
endangers the true representation of a group and the rights
of individuals to access transparent information. We believe
that_this_does_not_align_with
Southern’s_goal_of_accurately
preserving history.
“Student_media_serve_not
only_the_current_residents_of
the_campus,_but_also_document the_culture and history
of the institution,” the policy
states in article 1540.
It is our hope moving forward,
that the Accent, in conjunction
with_students_and_employees, will maintain the commitment_to_accurately_represent
the community and culture of
Southern._We_anticipate_that
the_future_Accent_team_will
continue to responsibly use the
freedom of expression granted
by_the_university_to_discuss
issues_that_will_enhance_our
community,_through_transparency and mutual trust.

RELIGION
Standing in my Father’s love: Sharing the breath of life
Sarah Klingbeil
Religion Editor
I closed the door of my room
and sank to my knees, hot tears
trickling down my face as I felt a
deep sense of disappointment.
Before I started crying, it
had been a great summer day
in the June of 2016. I woke up
with sunlight on my face and a
sense of purpose. I threw back
the covers and started reading my Bible. I don’t remember what I read. I just remember praying, “Lord, please give
me a situation where I can
share about you with someone today.”
Shortly thereafter, I grabbed
my_sunglasses_and_whistle
and headed over to the swimming pool for my shift. It was
my second week as a certified
lifeguard, but I was no stranger
to working at the pool. I had

walked up and down those
decks ever since I started working as a pool aid at 14 years old.
As summer aquatics staff, my
coworkers and I were an eclectic bunch, with varying values,
experiences and mostly dramatically different worldviews.
Even though we discussed a
lot of crazy things, somehow
religion never seemed to pass
through our lips. Up until that
point, my coworkers accepted
me as the one that always
asked for a substitute worker
on Saturday and didn’t eat
pepperoni on her pizza. Then,
things suddenly changed.
Abby, one of my coworkers,
asked,_“So,_you’re_Adventist
right? What even is that?”
My face turned red. I mumbled something barely audible

and changed the subject.
And, then I remembered. I
remembered my prayer. A wave
of shame washed over me. And
that is why I sat in my room and
cried that summer day.
I thought about the Bible
verse that says, “Watch and
pray so that you will not fall
into temptation. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak.”
(Matt. 26:41)
I prayed, “Please God … give
me a second chance. I need
you more than I thought.”
It was the last Sunday in July,
and a humid, hot, sweltering
one at that. During one of my
breaks, I jumped into the lap
lanes with my coworker Ryan.
I got tired. He didn’t. I started
walking to the guard office for
my next shift, when I heard

the long whistle, which means
there’s “a save” and lifeguards
on break must run to assist the
primary lifeguard performing
the rescue.
“I’m_calling_911,_bring_the
backboard,” Kalvin, my head
guard, shouted.
“Oh, boy,” I thought to myself.
“This is going to be serious.”
I ran to the site, and couldn’t
believe my eyes. There, lying
on the cold pavement, was
Ryan, with his eyes rolled back
and his heart not beating. We
jumped into action. Our training kicked in. Out came our
CPR masks. Ryan started to
breath. And, finally EMS came.
It was only then that we realized he had been on the verge
of death!
That_afternoon,_during_a

thunderstorm in a small guard
office, God gave me a second
chance. Suddenly, after all of
the excitement, my coworkers were ready to talk about
death, God, Christianity and the
Great Controversy.
This time, I was not embarrassed, standing in my Father’s
Love. I didn’t have a Bible; I
wasn’t pounding people with
what I had learned. It was the
weirdest feeling. I just started
sharing my love for Jesus.
Five years later, I still cherish
the moment that God opened
the window for me to share my
faith with my coworkers — and
their eagerness to listen. He
answered my prayer.

Illustration by Nickolas Nieves
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LIFESTYLE

How to survive the last three weeks of school
Elise Deschamps
Lifestyle Editor
Between the lack of motivation due to end-of-semest e r _b u r n - o u t , _a n d _w a r m e r
weather that makes you want
to stay outside and not do
homework,_the_end_of_the
school year may not seem to
come fast enough. We should
also take into consideration
that a year ago today, we were
all quarantined in our homes,
unsure of just how life-encompassing COVID-19 would
be. For second-year college
students, especially, we never
really got the opportunity to
finish_a_Winter_semester._I
know we were all attending
“Zoom University,” but we also
know how that went for most
of us academically.
W h e t h e r _y o u ’re _a _f re s h man finishing up your first
year or a senior just antsy to
graduate, no one is excused
from the difficulties of the
last four weeks of the school
y e a r. _ H o w e v e r, _ t h e r e _ a r e
tricks and mindsets that you
can embrace to refuel your
motivation_and_make_your
projects, finals, and lives feel
m o re _m a n a g e a b l e . _H e re ’s
what some students had to
share about how they survive
the end of the school year:

“SCHEDULE YOUR TIME, wake up early and do a morning routine that you like. Move
throughout the day, don’t study while you eat meals; make that a break time. Also, study
with others and study alone. You’ll learn the material two ways.”
Majalya Parson, Alumnus at Florida Southern College, Environmental Science

“Go to bed early and wake up early to do the work.”
Taís Bautista, Senior at Southern Adventist University, Biology

“Be extra nice to your teachers. I had a professor that bumped
my grade up to an A after sending him an email telling him
how much I enjoyed his class. Be gentle with them, too, cause
chances are they are just as stressed.”
Rosie Rivers, Freshman at University of Texas
at Arlington, Undecided

“Plan out your week. Know what days you WANT to get stuff done and
what days you NEED to. ”
Sarah Hughes, Senior at Old Dominion University, Psychology

“I just think of all the things I want to do in the summer and use it as my
incentive to finish. Take lots of breaks and me time. Baths, reading, snacks,
praying, and calling your family.”
Gaby Crispino, Senior at Virginia Tech, Clinical Neuroscience

SOCIAL MEDIA

For a chance to be featured, use #saulife or tag
@sauaccent on Instagram or Twitter in your posts!

Twitter

Depending on classes, major
and personal life, everyone is
going to have a slightly different experience as we wrap up
the semester. Here are some
tips that I have found to be the
best way to keep thriving.
1. Don’t bother staying up
past midnight to study.
Taking care of your physical
and mental health and prioritizing sleep will make studying
and focusing so much easier.
If I start feeling like I should
go to sleep, I go straight to
bed. Listen to what your body
needs, and you will be way
more likely to have the energy
to study well.
2. Stay outside as much as
possible and get some sun!
If it’s nice out, take your
books outside and study with
some fresh air. Eat your meals
in the sun. Take a walk. It’s a
morale boost and good for you.
3. Remember that you are
not defined by grades, tests
or school.
One poor grade, or even
multiple poor grades, is not
an actual measurement of
your intelligence or worth.
How hard you work, how well
you balance your life and how
well you treat others are all
ungradable things that speak
more to your character than
an A or a high GPA ever could.

#SAUlife
Mark Belfort

Alexandra Lang

Paola Mora Zapeda @paola_y_mora_z

Just found that my parents and older brother have a group chat without me called “Happy Family before 1998”

Natalie Boonstra @nataliejeann

Packing my room, aka manifesting the end of the semester.

Karen Guerra @kfcguerra

thinking about one time when i went to dunkin and said “can i have a
strawberry donut” and the lady at the drive thru said “no you may not” so
i asked for a different donut and she said the same thing

foolishexcellence Love is in the air. Congrats
once again to Jade & Zach! #SAUlife

Zöe Kanas

ally_lang_18 Graduation’s 4 weeks away and
I’m just tryna hold it together… #SAUlife

Marcus Abejar

Sarah Manuel @smatsha
Sarah, don’t put on Twitter that I said “meming”. –Professor Alva Johnson

Dan Catangay @dancatangay
Why pay to get your windows tinted when you can just live in TN during
pollen season

zoekanas lomochrome purple @patrick.
mcgraw #SAUlife

Miguel Manzo

marccoustic Sneakers and Plants #SAUlife

Laiza Fuhrmann

Congratulations @abi.so.to
Come pick up your gift card
in the Accent office.
Kevin is looking forward to
summer and is headed off to
vacation. He is hiding for the
last time this year. Try and
find him if you can!

miguel__manzo Your monthly miggy post:
@marilyn._.jannette #SAUlife

laizafuhrmann Sis had me feeling like America’s Next Top Model #SAUlife

If you would like to be a contributor, contact Paola Mora at paolam@southern.edu
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CHATTER
Today 21
36-55

Administrative Professionals Day
12:00 p.m. – SA Senate Surprise Day,
Promenade

Friday 23
52-66

Thursday 22
Earth Day
11:00 a.m. – Convocation: Final Conversation – President David Smith, Thatcher Chapel/Online

Mental Wellness Day – NO CLASSES!
7:30 p.m. – Vespers: Next Step, Joseph
Khabbaz, Online
8:20 p.m. – Sunset

Saturday

Sunday 25
45-70

41-64

Happy Sunday!

24

9:00 a.m. – Connect, via Facebook Live & 50-66
YouTube & Live at the Goliath Wall
9:00 a.m. – Adoration: David Ferguson, Adoration Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
11:45 a.m. – Merge, Livestream & Live in Tent
11:45 a.m. – Renewal: David Ferguson, Renewal
Livestream & Live in Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. – Evensong: Piano Student of Peter
Cooper, Online
8:20 p.m. – Sunset
9:00 p.m. – Jazz Ensemble Concert, Online

Monday 26
Student Teaching Applications Due for
Winter 2022

52-77

Weekly Birthdays
TODAY|21

Tuesday 27
61-82

Student Appreciation Day
7:30 p.m. – Steel Band Concert, Promenade

Sahyii Lozano

Keyanna Schultz

Jared Azevedo

Reyes Miguel-Perez

Monday |26

Hannah Cook

Jj Moon

Emmalynn Canaday

Jared Freeman

Christian Ries

Kevin Gonzalez

Brayan Lopez

Ro Sims

Jacqueline Messer-

Barbara Pouilly

Alex Thomas

smith

Geisha Sulsona Alamo Saturday |24
Laura DeLillo
Thursday |22

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Serve: Global Youth Service Day. Students and employees are invited join us this weekend as Southern participates in the largest worldwide service event – Global Youth Service Day! We are partnering with more than a
dozen local organizations to provide a variety of service projects for our community on April 23-25.

Kilah Runnels
Hannah Sbacchi

Carl Celestin

Michael DeRose

Katie Scott

Christina Coston

Lisa Dunzweiler

Justin Tanguay

Jonathan Gonzalez

Matthew Howland

Josh Walker

Miguel Gonzalez

Isabel Soto

Tuesday |27

Shannon McFarlane

Sunday |25

Friday |23

Micah Hansen

Candace Gettys

Gavin Bedney

KC Lanagan

Collin Lee

Sign up TODAY at southern.edu/serve and follow us on Instagram
@southernserves for more updates!

Ellen Choe

Kevin Mogollon Ca-

Caroline Markoff

Isabella Eklund

bellos

Michael Rackley

Strawberry Festival: Join the end of the year party that commemorates the school year. This year it will be on
Sunday, May 2 at the Tent at 8:00 p.m..

Marissa Heidinger

Justin Moore

David Vine

Ryan Kuczma

Xander Ordinola

Andrew Ware

Recruit your friend group to serve together or make new friends by choosing a project where you don’t recognize the names of the other volunteers. The student who recruits the most volunteers for our projects on April
23-25 will receive a $500 credit towards his or her next Humanitarian Engagement Vision Trip!

Yearbook: This year’s yearbooks will be mailed to Seniors first! Please look out for announcements regarding
the rest of the books.

BS DEGREE TO DNP
Skip the master’s!

Become an advanced practice nurse and earn
a doctor of nursing practice at the same time.
The BS to DNP program mentors bachelor’s degree-level
graduates as they gain necessary RN experience through an
advanced nursing practice emphasis of their choice.
Options include:
• DNP/MBA
• Lifestyle Medicine
• Nurse Educator
• Nurse Practitioner
(emphases include Acute Care–Adult/Gerontology,
Primary Care–Adult/Gerontology, Family, and
Psychiatric Mental Health)
Call or visit online to ﬁnd out how
to get started.

1.800.SOUTHERN • southern.edu/graduatestudies

Taylor Einhellig

